HMCB8  BEKEENA
Invasion of France - Jume &, 1944
{this document was kept by a sailor who served on the SXesna)

Lod4d
april 12 -~ Sailed for St. Margarat’s Bay, Hova Scotia
for evalutions.
April 29 = Arrived in Londondersy, H.I.
Hay @ = Began evolutlons at Lock Foyle with thres
Canadlian Destroyars
- HMcS gu'Appells - 50 163
- HMCS Skeena - 50 I59
= HMCS Saskatchewan - HVOD
= HMCS Restigouche - HOO
May 18 = Returned te Londonderry
May 27 - Ta anchor at Movile we are under immediate

sailing orders.
Hoisted anchor
Proceednd down Irish sea at 15 knots
Land off, our Port bow turning imte English
Channal 1
10118 = Sighted RN and US bombardment forces,
& Bartleshipa, 24 Cruisers, 600 Destroyers,
many Minesweepers
10:30 = Started asdic sweep. Our job at present to
guard Atlantic entrances to channel against
any subs trying to ahter.
203115 = Captain told us that at 02:00 tomorrow
; bombardment will start to shell coaskt,
followed by 5000 plane raid at 07:40. Troops
will land to establish beach head.
Paratroops to be dropped 3 hours before hand.
= 3 siall echoas 6 1/2 miles. Ma E. boats.
; 1 Innjp:uvaa to be MLS ([ o Layers) .
gion cancelled 24 hrs,

June 2 o500
JunE 3
Juna 4 io:ao0

i

I

g us near Lizards
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el atation pioked up torpede
0% igldqzhipi altored courma 50, Hiﬂ::;F 3ide
U boat contact dropped hedge hog, Investigate

:i:f: = Torpedo mimsed stern by 10 fe
32110 - Terpedo mimsed H70 by 20 fr
25530 - Tarpodo missed HES by 30 ft
Tune # oi:3o - Amdic contact Actlion station non syn
0300 = Sacura Action
0% 100 - Asdie contact Actlen station
0S5:30 = Dropped hedge hog negative e
o600 - EI‘E:IE nctign Etation -
o0a:ao = Action station torpedo =
atarboard beam, went lnhiz: :ﬂt;gh?d‘ o -
oa:40 = Sighted two periscopes cloga tagather e :
fira with close range weapons, .
oardl - Dropped hedge hog on periscopes. Large ==
explosion and oil bubbles cosme to surface. B
Think we got him.
0g:42 = Torpetdn passed sur bow 30 fe -
. full ahead both. g it
LER K = Dropped depth charges, explodes, torpedo l
heading our way.
N9:15 = Asdic contact, dropped depth charges and s
hedgehog.
10:15 = Asdic contact dropped hedgehog. l
11l:20 = Asdlic contact dropped charges and hedgehog,
21:20 = Action station 5 German deatroyers 30 miles g
South reported heading North with E beoat l
escort. If they try to enter channel we
shall engage, course South, speed 15 kKnots.
Haidia, Huron, Tactor engage. l
June 9 01:00 = No further contact with German Destrover.
Steamed West at 32 knots to investigate :
reported sub.
= fearching area of report l
= No contact. Securad Action statioen
‘= 3 radar echoes to the East. We change course
m at 25 knots to engage - US |

acts sub on surface. Open fire ]

tion station

pdgehog, negative

echoas, Secure Action station
ymouth for oil and ammunition
H70 remained for repairs, damaged

¥ station.
Action station.
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= Amdlic contact Action station.

Drepped depth charges, oll and wreckage came
te surface, picked up exhibitse, bBelioved to
ba sunken tanker., Will bo checked ashoEe.

¥Wa have sucdcessafully driven subs from thia

patraol.
Laft patrol area at 312 knote to rendezvoud.

Attached to HMCS Anscn as Dostroyer sooaan.
Procesded to Plymouth at 3% knotm.

= Arrived at Plysmouth, olling up.

= Left Plymouth for new patrol araa

- Asdic contact Actlion atation.

- Depth charge, negative.
- Secured Acticn station after testing contact

with doep sea sounding machine.

- Laft patrol area proceeding to Derry for
boilar elean and repaint.

- aArrived in Derry.

- Laft Derry for pew patrol

= -Steaming down Irish Sea

-~ Taking new staticns

- Torpedo exploded 150 yds off stern. Captain
roparked "Thank Cod these German torpedoes

don't work."
- Left patrel ateaming at 25 Knoks to

rendazvous
= Joined U.5.5. Taxaz battleship with her depot

ship: Proceeded as her escort to Plymouth at
22 knots.

= Arrived in Plymouth for mail and supplias.

= Leaving Plymcuth heading towards France

= Aiding aircraft who dropped charges on sub
and started oll lask.

= HOO and us ran a barrage attack on sub
dropped 56 charges in a small area sending up
graat geyser of water. HNo sub but still oil.

p. - Carried out 10 charge pattern, still oil.

]L._l..l_.i_-
ke to company. "At 23:45 ve
fi 3t pur, at 6 1/2 miles.
digent report that 5
)oat aid and 2 U boats.
Eection and we will be

al quns.”
stations.
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closing echoes at 32 knots are challenged but

Wi rwnin ailant.

- german‘s have challenged us 24 times. We are

eai40 now less than a mile from them.

3 time firing rockets to illuminata tham.

I E - Radar echoes prove to be 3 large Flak shipe
{zoo00T) and two subs (large). COpened fire

with every thing we have. Wa have now clasad

to 1/2 mile. Close enough to sea Jerrias

going for their guns, passing them at 32

knots, our shells tearing them apart.

Turning and heading back to them. We are now

Senior Officer, 5.0. H69 seriously wounded we

are now in full command.

Lat cur torpedoes go, one of the ships fairly

blew to pleces.
81:05 - Passing the other Nazis who are firing
crazily. The whole sky is alight with
rockets and tracers, one of the enemy is
ablaze.
Turning and going in again, firing with
everything that will bear. The two subs have
headed home at top speed and are out of the
fight. You can see our 4.7 shalls (HEDA)
High Explosiwve Pirect Action blowing the
anemy to pieces. One literally blew the
bridge apart. There is now only one enamy
laft.
Di:30 = Turning and going in again at the last anemy
ship, she is ablaze and wa are gradually
disintegrating her.
i has stopped firing back. You can see the
ving over the side in wild confusion.
reams can be heard above our rocaring

il

gorz7

06:50

o1:00

0L: 15 =

T -
e

of Brest at 32
[though we remain at
L are well out of
les the crew is very

‘and gunpowder, but
g run about the

adian action of
-7 shells, 4860

a0

AT
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The enesy pust have lost from 3 to & hundred
men. Wa now count 5 of our comrades dead.
Twe gariogs cases from our ship.

oa:a0 - Arrived in Plymouth to disembark dead and
wounded, Recaived minor repalirs and
ammunition. We were hit 19 times by 20 mm

ghells along our atarboard side. Onao largar

shall hit our first whaler.
Attended funeral of eur dead. It has bean

claimed we were fired upon by shore
batteries., The rald was a complate succoss,

It cost us 172 million dollars to sink tha
Huns who wera valued at 1 million dollars.
However thera is also the great loss ef Life
to the already weakened German Havy. Our
surprise raid has been claimed by high
ranking Haval officers as being "one of the

most daring raids of the Havy this war." A
great reascn fof OUr success WaG largely due

to cur form of surprise and attack. We came
near to the coast and by losing cursalves
among the large rocks there preventing tha
Cermans radar sites ashore from picking us
up and in deing so they didn’t pay us any
great attention. When the action started the
shore batteries could net cpen fire for fear
of hitting their own ships. We were only 153
miles from the actual town of Brest, the
action taking place at the harbour =mcuth.
The effect of the raid on their morale must
have been terrific. They could see and hear
the fight clearly from their own homes, and
also the Jerries being sunk by our guns. If
one of these 11" on shore had hit us it would
have meant our finish. These shells weigh a

July 8 -

July 2 0&:00
of French coast.

the Ushant Is. (Island
ance) and dared the
end out some ships. They
Message Received" but that was

an told we are going to act as
for 7 R.N. (Royal Havy)

or Torpedo Bpats) who are going

] nilled in Brest.

July 10 11:00

July 13 19100
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halls of the anemy can ba seen
i::;r:hﬁr“' Shore batterias open fire,
H.T.B.'s have to come out. The raid is %
unsuccessful . They hava to withdraw.
Arriving in Plymouth
Leaving [or new patrol ;
Joinod two R.M. frigates - gtarted asdic q
swaep
Left frigatas, ADG ON OUr OW.

one frigate which we have just left has been

sunk by sub.
New area between Portamouth and Sherhourge.

Just off coast of France, can hear big guns
plainly.

Passing through heavy oil slick where
U.5.L.58:T: [(United States Landing Ship Tank})

has bean sunk.
H69 picked up four US survivors

H70 picked up body of US sailor
We picked up 2 carley floats heavily coated

with oil. 1 has many large shell holes in

T

Entered Plymouth |
We will be going to stand by M.T.B.’'s in a
draedger. Are expecting air attack. Have

cover of Canadian built "Mosguitos and

Spitfires".

German fighters on horizon. Our fighters are "

after them.

Action station attacked by & German bombers :

(JUB8 and DO) (Junkers 82 and Dorners) -

with glider and rocket bombs.

Glider bomb hit off our starboard beam

approximately 6 ft away. It shook the ship

and pieces of it landed on our upper deck.
jamage. We are keeping up a heavy Anti

ded their bomba. There is

i exploded off our stern.
sy have left us and

& put up a devastating

[ tha enemy at great height,
g their aims.

aded on our beam cracked

few of our plates. All
were doing 32 knots.

ab Knocked several of




BEEEMA LOG - PAGE 7

the crew on their backs, some ware not hie,
as tho shrapnel from this bomb littored the
upper deck cutting through canyvas like paper.

July 25  11:30 - Laft patrol. Are proceeding to aid alrcraft

which surprieed sub 28 knots.
13:00 - Alrcraft disappeared, sub disappearad doing

asdic aweep.

July 30 to - missed nothing interasating

Aug 11 - Have bean doing asdic sweep off coast of
France for past few days. Inboard ship not
a mile off the mainland.

captain spoke to messdecks in
the evening. Said we would be doing such the
sama thing as the last raid. The actions to
take place in a small bay South of Uskant
Isles. Ship would be going action station
around midnight. One R.N. Hunt class
destroyer joined to glve us a handd .

Aug 13 = Action again.

01:40 - Start run

02:15 - Contact by QufAppelle, stationary target.

02:23 - Contacts show movenent, at egtimates of 12
Enots,

02:24 - Altering course towards contacts] bearing
graan 50.

02:25 = A1l guns load. Centact bearing greaen 63.

D2:26 - Enemy in sight; green 85. Leading ship left

ef moon, X green bearing on leading ship.
There are three ships. Skeena to engage ship

02:28 -
in moon. A Gun on bearing.

p2:31 -~ Enemy dead ahead. "Illuminate.®

02333 - Hproadsides"

02:34 - mpackets fire left®

02:35 - Bearing red 350, "Broadsides” ,"Shoot"

‘02:37 - perlikon’s opened fira.

ordinance artificer to A guns "Cease fire.”
Note: There were some very good hits scored.
p2:43 - Started a new Tun up Starboard side.

ua:is _.-“ i :._-r'! 'ﬂ_l'l

02:56 = "Ceasa il
' - Starte [ 1. Enemy is on fire.

p2:42 -

h:e and left.™
sen driven ashore.

D.A. (High Explosive
LP. (Semi-Armour
rget fired one round.

1 oy
‘gqun on target, "Open




EKEENA LOG - PRGE B l
- Wa havae scored some more good hits, l
g::i: - HWpire all rockets"
03r20 - "Cgage Firfh
0x:21 - whpan Flra' x I
o322 - Mpeaga Flrae
03126 - "We have collided with Qu’Appelle, "Skeepan
B e MOMINEEbaky) | pusfied in
the collision bulkhead. It is not to healthy I
sitting here with shalls fﬂllirug A el
us. s
03145 - Shore batteries have commenced to spen fire I
on us.
03:55 - Have started to proceed under way,
chbul - Working up to 12 knets. l
axaas - Qu’Appelle is now doing 12 knots.
SEEAS - The shore batteries are still firing at us.
05:25 = We have now left area in which action teoak
Pllﬂﬂa I

"REMARES"
It was a very good shoot, three ships are |
reported sunk. Total rounds - A gun 127, X
gun 145. From 05:25 - Proceeding to
"Plymouth" for repairs arrived in "Plymouth
next evening and will be laid up for sone

g : tima for repairs.

Sept 15 = We are nearly ready te go to sea again. This
concluded our channel operations. We
cbserved a day light raid on Brest. It was
picturesque. Rocket firing typhoons
accompanied high altitude bombers. We spent
over a month in Plymouth getting necessary

repairs done to our bow. We then proceeded

to Londonderry, Northern Ireland. Retigouche
0 Otta i E.G.-11, left for canada. We
¥ group known as E.G.-11. The

Last to await further orders.
ged her anchor and ran

from Milford Haven. We are to meet
: riers off the NorthWest
Bn escort them to Greenock,
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ogt 15 = Ha have a now patrol from Capa Ross Horthorn
Scotland to Iealand., Our job is to intercept
and destroy any subs going to or from thelr
bases in Norway.

Dot 15 to = Hothing exciting, Jjust constant patrolling
Oct 24 with lots of rough weather off the coast of
Icaland.

- At approxlimately 22:00 wo recelved a signal
stating that it was too rough to carry out oparations, to procecd
to harbour. Our captain reguested to stay at msa but the rogueat
was not granted. We proceaded to harbour and wWera at anchor in
Reykjavik at about 23:45. At 01:00 we were all awakenad and

informed that we wera dragging anchors. When we drng;fd the other
anchors which was useless as the bottom was rock and thera was over

a 100 mile an hour gale blowing and it was balow zerc. We atarted
the engines but by this time it was too late as we had already ran
aground and it tore off our props screws. We all worked hard after
this preparing to get towed off with all hopes of getting a tug or
ancther ship close encugh to tow us. We already had all the floata
over the side and the boats swing out all ready to abandon ship if
it =hould be necessary. After about an hours hard work with that

icy water splashing on us we found that it was all in vain as the
other ships could not get near us for fear of golng aground
thensalves,

By this time we woere pratty well smashed up and had a very bad
list to Starboard. They opencd all the oil tanks so to prevent an
explogion if possible, so the water was full of oll and when you
got sprayed which was almost steadly, the diesel oil got into your
eyes and mouth so that you swallowed a lot of it and you couldn’t
ses. They also let all the steam off by the siren so as to prevent

the boilers from exploding, which was a weird sound and frightened
me more than anything else.

We were all afraid that she would elther explede or roll over.
We got the order to abandon ship which was not liked very much as

vwe knew that tha water wa cold and we also knew that we couldn't

do much out thel a flo oWwever some of the boys went over

the side, whi “take our chances with the

ship. PB.O. agked for a volunteer boats
crew to try 5 that wa could pull
it back and ‘A time. I went but
when we got of full of water. We
were rnumb ad 'been in it for a few
minutes, he ed as hard as we could for
nearly two hi do it, so we decided to
get back 2 2 bo ek including myself from
the oil & ha lowed, but as socon as we
brought i 1 = better were told that help would

e decided to stick it ocut

‘arrive as e dec
11 soaked through and covered

Which was




-
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ing us badly. Wa had no heat 8o we just sac -

with oil which was burn
4 and prayed that everything would be alright ap
thore and shivezed a that was ready to explode or roll over anmy

hi
tha old wrack of a snlp an hour gale blewing and about 10 degreas -

minute with a 100 mile
below zerc, S0 you can imagine what it was like, "It wasn’t how,

Wwell, I never thought that a coupla of hours could ba as long n

in all my lifa. All wWe did was smoke and worry amd smoke some more
and help cut the sickest ones to keap warm. After a horrible Ewe
hours, daybreak finally came and the help was out on the Island,
Thay saent us cver a line and again came: the time that esach and
every one of us had to get in the water so that we could get
aghore.
twice, I grabbed a line and slid down into the float and standing
in water over our knses we secured a rope to each end of tho float
and signalled to the men on shore to start pulling. They pulled us
ashore and our men pulled the float back and so on nearly all

forencon three or four at a time until every man was ashore. We -

all stood thare for a moment just leoking at her sitting there with
her back broken and all broken to pieces. She would ba of no more
use to the Navy, sha was through. Thirteen years, hard years, she
had spent patrolling and fighting for the R.C.M. To think that a
fighting ship H.M.C.5. SKeena had to meet a horrible death like
that was joat a little more than we "the crew" could stand. She
was "our" ship. our 'p"."i.ﬂﬂ and whata more, our home and had besn our
home for the past two or three years of war, Yes, I don't think
there was a man in the crew that wasn't proud of her and proud to
tell his chums ashore that he was on the Skeena, because she wWas
the pride of the Royal Canadian Nawvy and known as the fightingest
ship afloat, but now, now she was gone, we couldnft believe it and
we all said that shae would come back but I am just beginning to

realize how untrue those words can be.

sacond we all turned and ran across
2 & Yank landing barge that was
got there, we were almost
four of our chums there
fore. When we wera all
the mainland and we ran

dry socks. From there
g went to hospital and the
n getting warm and singing
@ caEe in and had a look at
{cars came in and told us
a was still two missing.
L they could never stand

They asked for three seamen to go first so I didn‘t think
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Thig iz a list of thae "men" that wa lost.

Leading Secaman Jim 511k Windsor, oM
Leading Seadan Andy Blais Hontreal, PQ

Able Seaman Johnny Johnston Hudson Bay Junctlon, S
Able Seaman Aba Ungor HMcHahn, BE

Able Scaman Licyd Gaboural Toronto, OH

Able Seaman Keén Stawart St. Catherines, OH
Leading Stowart  Archie Apostolos Kingaton, OH

Cook Daamand Cook Yancaouver, BC
SEaward John Prossner Montroal,; PO

Able Scaman Hewf Ellia Bathursat, HEB

Able Seaman Lan Watson Oshawa, OH

Able Seaman J. Janos cutlook, SK

Codar Ritchia Seath gt. Lambert, Pd
Leading Signalman Ralph Hancock Vancouver, BC
Abla Ssaman Gordon Davidsan Hontreal, PO

After wa left the canteen we had showers and got some clean
clothes "battledresa”, We all stayed in Iceland for a few days and
we went out and salvaged some things off the ship. Then our Elrst
lieutenant told us that wo would all be going back to the UR on the
rast of the destroyers in our group except for about forty that had
to stay for a salvaga party. He asked for wvolunteers and he got
them all. We hated to sea all the rest of the boys go and us
having to stay in that godforsaken place, Revkjavik, but after they
wera gone we got used to it and had some swell times dice skating
and playing basketball in the evenings, we went out to the ship in
the daytime and worked hard to get all that we could off her. We
stayed there for thrae woeks and then they told us that we would be
catching a troopship back to the UK. W%hen we got on the trocper it
was a Polish one the Ploest. I think, we werse on her for about
five days when we arrived in Greenock, Scotland. From there wo
went ‘to the R.C.N. barracks there H.H.C.5. Nicba. T had heard a
lot about it but had never been there and beliava me, I never want
to be again. In Niobe we met up with the rest of our gang. We had
been there for about a week when they told us that some of us would

be coming home on tha next ip, but it wasn’t us, it was the
rest of the gang. ore as all we wanted to do was
to get home on A Al .

had been there another
t were all ready but had

waek they told u i ] S50 we

to wait for ano . ne ' ing they got us all
together and piled ) Eo0 to the station and we
knew then that _com! Jme. We took the train from
Greenock to & 3 t . We toock another train to

Liverpool, Eng m u‘Efp Mauretania and
sailed the ne 1, L wasn’t all fun as we had
stand na .f.\}r_.i]‘; gun. We were on
day . 1e nto He and boy did it look
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This was on Dec 14 th and all that we wWere worrving abo
how long bafore wa would get our leave. This waan'’'t ]':,Iung :: :;ﬂ
next night I was on oy way home with leave from Dec 15 th to Fep 1:
th, 1545 so we were all happy. HNow we have to wait until we ot
back to see what lies in stera for us. £




