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THE HISTORY BEHIND THE "CROSSING THE LINE CEREMONYM

Way back in the enlightencd days of the world's history when
the Greck civilization was in it's primec,..when Romulus and Romus were
nothing morc than twinkles in their father's cyocssand Britons werc even
loss civilized than they arc to=-day...thorc was a god,a deity,callcd
Poscidon. As the books have it,"His domain was of Hercules,and he had
some authorityM-in other words he was a god of the scas,and the ancicnt
Greok matelots werce accustomed to burning incensc, and ginging "Etcrnal
Fathor'" and othor odds and cnds to intercede for his good offices. In
fact, the Grocks went oven furthecr than we do to=-day by crccting Atlas
at scaports, and training specialist priosts to attend to the rites and
rituals, It was an oxtrecmely high organizcd businocss,but history docs not
relatc whether or not Poscidon came through in tho pinchos,

Now Poscidon,by the simplc cxpediont of turning on a storm now
and then to frighten the poor Grecks,was doing quitec well for himsclf
for sceveral conturics,and would have lived happily over after if it
hadn'tbbeen for the RomanseThe Romans worc not up to much in the way
of scamanship,but they had all token Leadorship Courscs, and cven in
thosc days this was what counted int he long run,for they finally
succceded in driving the Grocks from the scase Even thon, howover,
Poscidon continuod to whip up the odd storm at sea,and the Romans,
although this did not frighton thom particularly decided it was only
logical to do something about the situation.The answor was, of coursc,
to obtain the scrvices of a god who could effecctively put Poscidon in
the shade, and thoe Romans, having no sparc gods around Olympus at that
time, had to borrow onc from the Etruscans( history docs not rclate if
he was over rcturncd),.lis namc was Illcthuns,or Ilothunus,depending on
which part of Etruscia you came from,but the Romans callcd him Neptunus
for short.Poor old Poscidon,of coursc,was left far bchind,boccausc tho
Romans werc fairly rich,and could crcct morc altars,and sing morc
choruscs of Etcornal Father than the Grecks cver dcomed absolutely
necessarys. In fact,to show you how far Ifcptunus did go,Poscidon had a
wife called Amphitrite,who was,incidently,thc daughter of Occanus,a
very big whoel in the Greck system,and hoe had gone to some troubloc to
marry this womanes...she didn't particularly likec the idca and had flod
to Mount Atlas when she heard of it,but Poscidon had scnt along onc of
his Dolphins to collect hore.... Feptunus actually adopted this woman,
which made him Posecidon's father-in-law,and Poscidon,on hearing this,
committed suicide by drowning himsclf in his own occane.

Well,to make a long story short,while wc know all about Neptunec,
his lifec and works,historiaons of a latoer date were not so smart as the
Romans and Grocks,and thoy did not write down how the "Crossing tho Linc
Ceromony" came into being,so prescent day scholars have to say that "It's
origin is wrapt(or shrouded) in mystery," and that "we can only guess at
the actual date of its inception into the moaritime scrvicos," Somec fairly
cducated gucsscs have beon made,th ough, and the dates have becn narrowed
down to tho half contury between 1768 and 1818, Onc,Professor Callonder,
whose opinion we must admit,is rathor biascd in thosc mattors,rcckons
That the custom was brought into being in the Royal Wavy's East Indian
Command during Nelson's daye. Since most of the navy's most pcculiar
customs can be traced back to doar old Helson onc way or another,this
may be congidered not a bad gucss.
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Why they ohoso the Equator instecad of the International-Date
Linc or the Arctic Circle, is another point altogether,and your gucss is
as good as Callcndorse.

To bring this short history right up to daté, it should be
montioned that certain sccts or cults,such as the Royal Canadian Navy,
still practice tho ancient ritual of Crossing the .Linc(although in its
cnlightoncd form), and on the following pages will be found thoe conplotc
details of the latest cercmony which was carried out in Her Majesty's
Canadian Ship "Onterio"™ whon it crossed the Equator in July 1956 cnroute
from Balboa to Salinas.

The cnlightened cercmony takes thrco phascs; First,the Herald of
his Occanic Majesty comes on bhoard the night, provious to the actual
crossing,in order to inspect the ship and doclde upon its worthiness to
rcceive on board Neptunus Rex in 2ll his gloryeHis opinion favourable,
fleptunc himsclf comes on board the following day with all his court,and
preosonts Ordors and Awards to thosc Shellbackss# who have proven themsclvcs
worthy thercof,on.tho QuartcrdeckesThe Third and final phasc is whon King

Hoptune retires to the Boatdeck and supervises the initiation of the
tadpolessst,

OTE: % A Shollback is one who hag becen initiasted into the Ancicnt
Order of the Mysterics of the Dccp. 1.0. onc who has
crosscd the 1linc beforcs

s¢¢ A tadpolc is onc who hus not yot had this privilogc,
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Time:
0.0 W,

CAPT,

LCCKOTIT
(0.0.W.)

CAPT.

Scene II1:

HERALD:
CAPTAIN:
HERALD:

CAPTAIN:

HERALD:

CAPTAIN:

(Cver Armament Broadcast).

-

P IEE

_l;._j Ad i I;:J \JIIIRE}ICNX

The Brigge. As if by mistake, the whole scene 1s
enacted over Armament Broadcast.

Arotind 2000 the night before crossing the Line,

Cbject bearing right
Sir. Looks like some sort of fish -(Short

ahead
; Appears to be surfacing Sird

pause

Very Good, That will be King Neptune's Herald., We
are closing the Equator rapidly. Commander, Pipe

clear lower deck to the Forecastle, Guns muster the
Cadet's Guard, Cfficer of the Watch, stand by to ...
(Capt. is interrupted by the lookou%)

GREEN CNE ZERC, Sir, a light, near!

Very good, alter course towards it, Cfficer of the
Watch.,

The ship will close toward the alleged light for
about five minutes with no further patter in order
to allow the ships company to assemble on the
Forecastle.

Both H erald and Captain speak through loud hallers
the Captain on the bridge and the Herald on the Fore=-
castle,

(From behind the fog spray) SHIP AHCY!
CNTARIC

I've heard your ship's around,
Now tell me, whither bound?

.We sail for SALIN.LS BAY,

We've steamed for many a day,
Now I've got a lot to do,
So tell me, who are you?

I am the Herald of the court
Cf his Cceanic Majestys

King Neptune ordered me aboard
And I'11l commlt no travesty.

For you I'll stop my ship,
Come forth, and no more 1lip.

(Herald, accompanied bv Davey Jones, 2 Mermaids,
2 bears, and a bugler, advance through the spray
whilst the bugler scunds the alert),

Look sharp then sire, if you please
By what right do you challenge us on the high seas?
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HERALD: Ry the custom of powe's invested right
In King Neptune and Queen Amphitrite
Who sent us to your mighty ship
To check and see if you are fit,
We cann ot take you 'eross our line,
Without the stamp of the Trident Sign.

(Herald draws his sword, and the bears growl =--
Mermaids titter --=)

CAPTAIN: It is of course without disdain
That I'11l accept your word,
We're crossing into your domain
So sheath that mizhty sword. (Sword of course,
must be a ridiculous looking affair).

HERALD: Kinz Neptune will be glad I'm sure
To have you ‘cross his border:
If you're a shellback, let us hope
Your papers are in order.

CAPTAIN: A harder shellback never lived
Cr walked the ocean floors
So tell King Neptune that Ifve crossed
His bloody line before
And if you think I'm not so hard
Have Davy Jones inspect my guard,

HERALD: I'11 do your will
So, Sound the still, (To trumpeter).

(Trumpeter complies, and as he does so Davey
Jones steps through the spray. Meanwhile the
guard has been marched to the front, and Davey
Jones with lots of slapstick inspects 1t ....
€.g2. pPoints out haircuts with a dead fish which
he carries under his arm like a telescope,)

DAVEY
JCNES® A froustier guard I've never seen,
They look like Hell and smell unclean.,

(Bears commence shouting "UNCLEAN! UNCLEAN!! at
the top of their lungs.)

HERALD: Keep sllence in the Bears,

Before this mighty ship of war (To the assembled
Ha¢ slipped from her houe port multitude)
A spy of mine had come aboard

Her complement to sort.

He's scanned the names of every one <..e

Come forward now, your work is done,

(Secretary makes his appearance carrying a large
book) .,



SECRETARY :

HERALD:

SECRETARY ¢

HERALD:

-F=-

The nominal list I've closely scanned
To learn by whom this ship is manned:
Five hundred persons more or less

Who by their conscience must confess
They have not joined our Royal Mess.
They must be made to taste the salt
Cf my King's Royal Main,

And choke upon our pills and soap
'Ere they can cross again,

(Bears once more start shouting " NCLEAN UNCLEAN!!®

At two bells of the forenoon watch

Tommrrow, cme what may,

His Cceanic Majesty, King Neptune will hold sway.
And by the ancient laws laid down

By .custom will ordain

That all you tadpoles, young and old

Be initiates in our name,

411 Hail, King N eptune!

(Bears& in a fit of fanatic fervour shriek "BLCCD!
BLCCD!

Keep silence .... (Pauses till shouting dies down)

Assure King Neptune that we all

Lre honoured by this meeting;

ind please convey to him our thanks
And our most loyal geeeting.

We shall be ready for our King

And glad to meet his queen

And will she bring her daughters fair
To beautify the scene?

(Bears make wolf calls, etec,)

It cannot be: A sea nymph form

Would take each sallors heart by storm
Our good queen spares them from such shows
Because they haven't any clothes seecsee
The Queen will come alone.

(Bears once again start wolf calls, ‘etc.)

(The company commences retiring through the spray;
the Herald is last to go through and just before
he does, he turns to the multitude and says:

"T commend you all to rest with sorrow
The fittest will survive tomorrow...."

(Very lights of various colours are shot from
before the spray and as they are, all lights on
the F.X., are turned out, and a heinous, sub human
laugh is heard from the eyes of the ship,



Scene 1l

HERALD?

BEARS AND
PCLICE:

HERALD:

CAPT,

NEPTUNE :

wle |

The Quarterdeck. Lower deck has been cleared

to the A4.X. and King Neptune's court has

assembled in full regalia in the Cadet's Study.
King Neptune and the Queen are readied on two

sedan chairs assisted by 8 bears, The remainder
of the shellbacks, bears and police, have assembled
in traditional garb in the torpedo parting space.
The bears and Police having cleared the way in
traditional fashion muster on the 4L4.,X, and it is
now time for the Royal Court itself to arrive,

King N eptune and the Queen will be carried to

the Quarterdeck helped from their chairs, and
assisted to their thrones, 4 siznal will be
passed down the Commander's hatch and the torpedo
parting space for the remainder to appear,

(Cn entrance) HEAR YE! HEAR YE! AKE WAY FCR .
HIS MCST GLCRICTS CCEANIC MAJESTY NEPTUNUS REX,
RTULER CF ALL WHC SAIL UPCN THE SEA UPCN THEIR
LAWFUL CCCASICN, HEAR YE! HELR YE!

(Cn arrival of Neptune and Amphitrite) ALL HAIL
KING NEPTUNE!

LLL HATIL KING NEPTUNE !

(Calls for silence and is assisted in getting
it if necessary bv Police).

Captain, call your crew to attention for the
Cceanic Anthem,

(Complies),

Led by the Herald, the complete ensemble of
shellbacks sing in delorous tones, the Cceanilc
Anthem, (tune of "A11l Hail Methusalem")

All Hail His Majesty,

The Ruler of the raging sea

411 Hail Queen Amphitrite

Her gorgeous beauty, - what a sight,

(Captain now stands the ships compapy at ease
and bids it pay attention,

In humblest duty, Sire, I bring

To you, our Cceanic King

A1l here on board, may they submit
To what in ﬁncien% Laws is writ,

( icknowledges Captain's remarkr, then turns to
address ship's companys)

Good morning, Cntarios, you've coie a long way,
And I've waited months for this glorious day,
You all know full well what I've come to do

For I hear there are tadpoles among your crew,



HERALD:

CAPTAIN:

NEPTUNE:

HERALD:

NEPTUNE:

L
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CAPTAIN:
HERALD:

HERALD:

NEPTUNE:
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My barbers ar good, and widely renouwned, (barbers
step forward gesticulating sadistically.)

Their razors are sharper than's ever been ground;
My doctors are butchers and as for their pills,
They're better than ExLax for curing your 1lls.

Zre you punish our crimes with that terrible fork
I present for your favour my crew to your court.

From my courtly Herald I've heard it told

That there're some in your crew so brave and bold

As to warrant my favour .... there may be some
misseds

So Herald, bring forward my Honour List,

(Reading from large scroll) Captain!

(Captain comes forth and kneels at the feet of th§
King.

For steaming this ship from the Japanese Isles
(The faces of your crew are still wreathed in smiles)
To Pearl and Frisco, Balboa and all,

You have driven this ship at a distance not small,
I hape that you, Sir, will never disdain

This Kllghtly 6rder of Propeller and Chain,

(Captain is awarded Crder and dubbed with Trident).

I alscicozrrnd” ydu-ad King of the Sed§™T. n°°
Toupay.fe a tribute while 'still on ybutr 'Rnees
This token to be an extra becor all round
Or I'11 trke: your o0ld ship and” rvn. her anroonds;
Moeud o= s o N
?It‘will be done",

- \1) Lo e
ARISE CLD SEA DOG FIFTH CLASS CF THE ANCIENT CRDER
CF PRCPELLER AMND CHAIN!

(Captain retires to the backeround, having been
bussed on both cheeks A La French).

(From seroll) Executive Officer!
(Commander comes forward and kneels)

For performing your chores as number one wheel
And keening her clean from her truck to her keel
I decree that you, Sir, this ships first Rater
will wear this Crder of Paint Brush and Scraper,
Commander is awarded Order and dubbed with
Trident,)

And while you are still on your knees Ch Commander,
It is sad to relate that you've got up my dander,

I order a tribute from you to your crew

Cf a "sleep-in" tomorrow, 30 minutes will do!

CCMMANDER: It will be doney, Ch King!

NERALD:

ARISE CLD SEA DCG SIXTH CLASS CF TWE ANCIENT CRDER
CF BR'MSH AMD SCRAPER.
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HERALD: Engineer Commander!

(Cormander (E) cores forth, but does not kneel).

NEPTUUNE: For devilish cunning investigation
For supernatural castigation
For Sherlock Holmesian talent to find
A complex clve of any kind:
You are anpoinrted to date,- so- I-decry
Detective Insnector till the ernd of July.

___HEBALDt (Presents-him with badees-of office)

- PROCMCTED TC THE RANK -CF-TEMPCRARY DETECTIVE
- INSPECTCR-THIRD GRADE TC DATE THIS .DAY? uaz?en:\\~MH~
- YCURSELF “TO THR-CEIEF CF POLICE. -t ieeatws ——

: mx;.,,‘cmander. (S) e S -

- NEPTUIME: For being well versed in the art of the book,
For laying the law as to what Cooks c¢=2n cook,
It is seemly so richt that your Order should be,
An appointment as Baker in my depnths of the Sea,

HERALD: APPCINTED BAKER SEVENTH CLASS TC HIS CCEANIC
M.&UESTY.

HERALD: Commander (L).

NEPTUNE: Fer delvinz into the Amps and the Watt
For keening mv Meymaids all hot to tro{
You'll do me great honour, enouzh that 1 feel,
To make you Head Charger
To recharge my Eels,

HERALD: APPCINTED CYILEF EEL CHARGER GRADE TTREE,
FERALD: Lieutenant-Commander MCRGAN,

NEPTUNE: Here is a man with name renowned,
Whose worthy of wearing a snecial crown,
My deoths he has hunted with tin fish and beer,
It does me zreat honour bv kneeling here,
I hereby anoint him, this special son,
“"ith ninety overprof Pu=cers Rum,

HERALD: ARISE CH WCRTHY CME, STAMD CLEAR COF T MERMAIDS !
HERAILD: Petty Cfficer HCGAG.

FEPTTME: Mere is a shellback of oreat extension
Has crossed-manv—times ssithonrt—my mention,
I hereby decree that Alexandrius WHogsz
Be awarded this Crder of the Cld Sea Dog,

HERALD: YCU'RE J'IST TWX SCRT TC JCIN MY CCURT
ARISE CLD SEA DCG AMD TAY YC'R RESPEC%S TC THE Q'ELN,



HPRALD:
YEPTONE

HTRAID:
HERALD:

"EPTTINE:

WERALD:

"EPTTINE:

Scenec 1i:

NEPTUNE:

SR ©
Iisvtenant-Colonel SCHRAZIE,

Since I henr vou're a Pongo of some repute
tho can cure z toothache thatis wrather acu!:e’
By the simple exnedient of nullinz the "toot"
With 1ittle razard for the lemgth of the root,
I've a 2ift for vou th~t I think*is a beaut ,eees

AWARDED O TISEFUL SIFT.
Chizf Cook!
(Comrs farth, kneels)

Since yon're the man who sweats and cooks,
And stands abuse and v=2ly looks

And tries to keep thin’s hot for noon

I feel you're entitled to the 3reasy Spoon,.

(Pe is dubhed with the Trident and nresented with
the Spoon).

ARTSE SIR KNIZHET CCIMMAVDER CF T'E VENERABLE
CRDER CI" TY" 7TREASY SPCCN,.

(Addressinz his Majesty).

If vou're Majesty finds it convenient,
Wa've had time enough to be lenient,
Its just 2»out time for that biz tank of brine
To make you all shellbacks for "crossiny the 1ine".

Aye; 1lead on to the Roat Deck,

(Yerald precedes His Majesty and the ecourt falls
in behind., Bears arnd Tolice commence heékling
the tadpoles and fall in behind the courty, The
whole procession moves to the Boat Deck at the
slow march, the Herald announcinz all the way:
"MAVE JAY, MAKE WAY, FCR HIS CCEANIC MAJHESTY !
CLELR A WAY Ve' LCWLY TADPCL®S )"

Cn the BoatDeck., The court and shellbacks have
taken un their positions, and the King is ready
to see his defsulters, Trumpeter sounds the
Alert, and the Herald calls for silence,

Kins Yeptune, I, Lord of the sea,
‘lalcorme vou all who 'ere you bej

I am the Lord of the Cceans wide,

Lord of the Rivers ,, Lord of the Tide,
My laws are strict, hut do not fear,

If you will only persevere

To keen the freedom of the seas,

As recognized hv our degrees,

Here are the Bears, the Suds, the Bathj;
They are the only certain path

For all who wish to cross the line,

ind be enrolled as sons of mine,

In order then, as we command,

Refore ns let each Tadpole stand

vho has his freedom vet to win....
ENOUIGH ... MY TRIISTY MEN., REATN?
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JE{ALD: If you will secc dofaultors first
Wetll save till last the bestesee..eo and worste

NEPTUNE: So bo it.
HERALD ¢ CAPTAIN WISEMAN,.

(CaptdWisoman comes to the forc assisted (%) by various
bears and police)

A most heinous act he did full well
Upon an abalone shell

He scraped and blecached it till it died
An act of troachery I had spicd.

And so this Wiscman's not so wise,
We'll cut him down a smallcr sizc,
Barbors do your duty well,

Give him the works,hc'll bake in hell,

JUDGE : Around his nceck there will be strewn
The shells of tho ercaturecs he did ruin,

(Ho is flung to thc boars)

HERALD: LIEUT.COMMANDER HICKS.

For insubordination

And haughty condemnation
Against the Shellback Nation
His attitude did showe

He spied against the Crown
With snocr and joor and frown
So give him hell and drop him
Te my trusty Bears beclow.

JUDGE : For theso nofarious doeds we think-stink
To~day you will buy overy -officor a drink,

HERALD: MASTERwAT«ARMS,.

A dastardly dccd he tricd to do

To provoke a rcvolt in the Tadpolc crow,
Insurrcction he started but we did foil.
It made the blood of the Shellbacks boil-
And for this erime vengocance will we rocap
Confinc his body to the docpe

JUDGE ¢ For the Insurgoence he did rear
He shall dhobey old Davey's Goar,

HERALD: CZ2ER SMITH

Here is a man of cnormous distain

Who refuscs to live In King Neptunces Domaine
Perhaps the salt water will improve his brain
He won't get a chanece to try it again.

Barber him woll this "Tad" of the Plain,

JUDGE : Becausce he looks on our Rcalm with gloom
Ho'!'ll stand the afternoon wateh in the Finetnancaw



HERALD:

JUDGE ¢

HERALD:

JUDGE :

JUDGE @

HERALD:

JUDGE &

HERALD

JUDGE

LEADING SEAMAN SE/RS.

Did falsify the record of the Shellbacks anciont 1ist,

Was discovered by 0ld Davey whilst staggoring through the miste
'"Tis a crime most grave and vilc

We'll romomber for awhilc

So confinc him to the "salt chuck"

find let him tastc our bilc.

For this crimc therc is no repricve
Scrub the Commander's Office on your knocs

CADET CAMERON.

Heore is a Tadpole of poor rcputation
Who causcd a terriblce conflagration,
By tying a Scal to an Elocctric Eel
And shorting thce lights of My Nation.

Because he made our depths so black
Ho can scrub all the tables in the Cadct's Mcss Shack,

R.P.0. STHPIELNSOI

This Pollywog creaturc of stature bold
Did committ an act that lcaves us cold.
He dincd with gloc on Whale Purce

And swallowecd a Mermaid wholce

Becausc his crime was sueh a shocker
Hold him onc hour in the old Seran Locker

C1lER SHEA.

Heore is a Cad that made Neptune sad

From his Realm in the depths of the sca,
Heo oponed the latch of she Mormaids Hatch
And chuckled with ficndish glcce

Becausc you arc such a man about town
Tho Engincer's hatch you will scrub down,

Chicf Potty Officor Poltter

Thiz wrebehecd ercaturc here in vicw
lia® simed most gricvously ttis truc
Etrc cntering this deep domain

Ilc spolke of King Neptunc with Ciedein
And sai’ in toncs of a thousand words
This court is strictly"for thc birds,"

This ecrimc of all is pcrhaps thce worsat
Though this offcender is by no moans f£ire®:. i

. For scornful snccrs at gract affairs

I bid you throw himseesses to the bears



LE R :LLI- e e

HERALD Leoading Scaman Lovering

This miscreble Pollyw g

We lcarn from ncar and far

Has labored 1like & dog

Cutting halr in the RMR

In conscquonce of this report

What is the judgement of this court?

JUDGE King Neptunc's barbers look with wrath
On Pollywogs who co ply their craft
That you may loarn how to opcrato
They will now happily dcmonstrate
And whon a Shellback you have become
Your shearing and clipping you may rosumo
BarbOI'S.. sass s nbe .PILOCEED

HERAID Tharc arc two “hellbacks we all know
hat bolong to Davey Joncs'! locker below
But when across the scas they roam
They lcave their ruddy cortificatces home
So bring thcm be.orc mc now my sproggs
They are Chicf Darker and Chicf Dodds

Chicf Potty Officor Dodds

You arc a shollback, that is truc
Also president of the O«MeUse

New members you have got

New tricks you have taught
Horscy=back, changers, scconders' too
You have donc your job in thc Q.M.Ue.

JUDGE Throw him in King Noptunc's Drowe
HERALD Chicf Pctty Officcr Darker

For all your cfforts for Ncptunc's Court
We'll admit your a gonial sopt

Dut as a Shollback triced and truc

The Court domands a chit from you.

Ancd sincc yoursclf you want to sco

On film to show your family

Judge, the usual fate for this man t'will bo,

( ad infinitum )



