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HM.C.Ss "VALIEYFIELD" ~ SURVIVORS LIST

NAME

TATE, Charles Ian Passman

WARREN, Jack Hamilton

RATINGS -

ADDISON, Henry Charles

ANDERSON, Norman William

AVERY, William Harold

BAUINE, Joseph Emile Rene

CHIESA, JohnjElkie

DAUBS, William

DeWARE, Nobele Horton

EDWARDS, William Lawrence

ERSEINE, William.

¥LUDE, Albert Edward

CIBSON, Donald Harry

GODWIN, Donald Harold

HAMMICK, Laurence Almeric

RANK, UNIT

Lieutenant,
RCNVR,

Lieutenant,
RONVR,

Able Seaman,
V-43906, RCNVR,

Ordinary Seaman,
V-51930, RCNVR,

Stoker First Class,

Able Seaman,
V-6893, RCNVR,

Stoker Second Class,
V-57683, RCNVR,

Stewsard,
V-17836, RCNVR.

Able Seaman,
V-37394, RCNVR,

Stoker First Class,
V-32836, RCNVR,

Stoker First Class,
V44194, RCNVR,

Ordinary Seaman,
V-65093, RCNVR,

Telegraphist,
V-43524, RCNVR.

Ordinary Seaman,
V-65029, RCNVR.

Signalman,
V=30160, RCNVR,

Father:

Mother:

Mother:

Mother:

Mother:

Mother:

Mother:

Mother:

Mother:

Mother:

Mother:

Wife:

Mother:

Mother:

Mother:

NEXT=0F -KIN

Mr. Frederick lLionel Tate,
28 Burton Road,
TORONTO, Ontario,

Mrs., Olive 5. Warren,
e¢/o 1t.Col, E.J, Chureh,
289 Stanley Avenue,

Sr', LAMBERT, Quebee,

Mrs. Irene Addison,
1115 Arbutus Street,
NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C.

Mrs. Betty Anderson,
R.R, 2,
?‘TETJ“‘LI‘J‘KIPJ IN' Albemﬁ .

Mrs., Mildred Murele Aveny,
251 Concord Avenue,
TORONTO, Omtario.

Mrs. Armance Baulne,
138 Ledue Street,
HULL, Quebec.

Mrs., Emma Chiesa,
188 Erie St., East,
WINDSOR, Ontario.

Mrs, Hilda Daubs,
722 Eliae Street,
LONDON, Ontario.

Mrs. Nellie DeWare,
222 High Street,
MONCTON, N,B.

Mrs. Irene McKenzie,
2,30«52nd Ave. S. E.,
CALGARY, Alberta,

lrs. Marie Erskine,
133 Elgin St. N.,
HAMILTON, Ontario.

Mrs, Mildred Flude,
493 Clinton Street,
TORCNTO, Ontario.

Mre, Frances Gibson,
DAWSON CREEK, B.C.

¥rs, Hazel Godwin,
41 South Oval st.,
HAMILTON, Ontario.

Mrs, K, Hammick,
767 Victoria Ave.,
OAK EAY, ¥ictoria, B.C,
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(2)

RANK, UNIT

HOCKING, William Wilberforece Leading Signalman,

IOANIN, George Albert

IVY, William Edward

KAPLAN, Irving Jack

IAING, Ellsworth Clark

IAVIOLETTE, James Ferdinand

1AW, Jack Fraser

MARTIN, Leslie Frederick

MUNRO, Edward Donald

MeGREGOR, Alexander Murray

MeLAUCHLIN, Russell lewis

O?CONNOR, Terrence Patrick

O'GRADY, Daniel Ceorge

PERRY, Roland

RUSS, Clyde

SIEBER, Thomas Joseph

SNIDER, Richard Samuel

V-30627, RCNVR,

Ordinary Seaman,
V-49826, RCNVR,

P.0. Telegraphist,
V7580, RCNVR,

Yeoman of Signals,
V-23343, RCNVR,

Ordinary Signalman,
V-57433, RCNVR,

Chief Petty Officer,
V-4136, RCNVR,

Able Seaman,
V-31554, RCNVR,

Stoker Second Class,
V65354, RONVR,

Coder,
V49997, HCNVR,

Cook (8),
V-47256, RCNVR,

Telegraphist,
V42102, RCNVR,
Signalman,
V-22656, RCNVR,

E.A. 4th Class,
V-32624, RCNVR,

Able Seaman,
V=33200, RCNVR,

Able Seaman,
V-36005, RCNVR,

Ordinary Coder,
V55266, RCNVR,

Ordinary Tel (S.0.),

NEXT-OF =KIN

Mother:

Wife:

Mother:

Father:

Mother:

Wife:

Mother:

Mother:

Father:

Wife:

Father:

Wife:

Father:

NMother:

Mother:

Father:

Mother:

Mrs, Clara Hocking,
1482 Dallas Road,
VICTORIA, B.C,

Mrs. Gladys Ioanin,
905 Milligan Avenue,
TRAIL, B.C.

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Ivy,
23 Harcourt Avenue,
TORONTO, Ontario.

Mr, Nathan Kaplan,
103 Villeneuve St, West,
MONTREAL, Quebes,

Mrs. Gladys laing,
6093 Quebec Street,
VANCOUVER, B.C.

Mrs. Fleurange laviolstte,
84-6th Avenue,
TIMMINS, Ontario.

Mre., Eva law,
1125-13th Avenue W.,
CALGARY ' Alberta.

Mrs. Phoebe Martin,
1380 Fast 1lth Ave.,
VANCOUVER, B.C.

Mr, Edward H. Munro,
BELLE COTE, Inv.Co., N,.S,

Mre, Margaret MeGregor,
946-12th Avenue B.,
ANCOUVER, B.C.

Mr, Lewis W, MeLsughlin,
HILLSBORO, Albert Co.,N.S.

Mrs. Elayne M, O'Connor,
1121 Comox Street,
VANCOUVER, B.C.

Mr, William O'Grady,
105 Taylor Avenue,
KIRKIAND LAKE, Ontario.

Mrs. Emile Perry,
5573 Verdun Avenue,
VERDUN, Quebec.

Mrs. Elizabeth Russ,
365 East 60th Avenue,
VANCOUVER, B.C,.

Mr, Matthew Sieber,
Bishop's Palace,
PRINCE ALBERT, Sask.

Mres., Mae Snider,
10366~92nd Street,
EDMONTON, Alberte.
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NAME

Bl

TAPSON, Stanley Carson

(3)

RANE, UNIT

Stoker lst Class,
V-54278, RCNVR,

SKURDASKAS, Thaddeus Joseph Leading Seaman,

WHITIOCK, Roy Nelson

WILLARD, John Murray

YEO, Bertram Thomas

R. N, RATING

DALEY, Robert E,

V-5494, RCNVR,
Ordinary Seaman,

V=4T7775, RCNVR,

leading Stoker,
V-22547, RCNVR,

Leading Stoker,
V-19752, RCNVR,

Telegraphist,
P/IK LOL13.

NEXT OF KIN

Mother:

Wife:

lother:

Wife:

Father:

Mrs. Isobelle Tapson,
117 Alpine Avenue,
HAMILTON M Ontario,

Mrs. Dora Skurdaskas,
P,0, BEAR RIVER, P.E.I.

Mre., C. Whitlock,

Box 485,
GAYTOWN, P.E.I.

Mrs. Agnes Helen Willard,
50 Ninth Street,
NEW TORONTO, Ontario,

Mr¢, Bertram R, Yeo,
468 Mercer Street,
WINDEOR, Ontario.
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Fromé Commanding Officer, e ' f
H.M.C.S. "BURRARD", yr 1@ °
Vancouver, 5.C. . 2
To~. "3 The Secretary, Naval Board, l"o‘g
Naval Service Hoaﬂuuartpﬂs, 7
Ottawa Cenada, (S)
T.P, O'CONNOR Sigmn,, O0,N. V-22656
Submitted for the informatlion of the
Department in accordance with N.S5.H.Q.'s memorandum
NSC 11156-381/65, N.S., V-51108 Pers (N), 20th
April, 1s the statement of the above-named rating.
s O!'Connor states that to the best of his
knowledge no other surviving rating, senior or other-
wise, witnessed Terrence D, Nelson's actions.
Commander, P.C.N.(Iémp).
INC/e)
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leCeSe. "VALLEYFIELD"

{ A

Terrence DJ Nelson - V-51108

field

Terrence Patrick 0!'Connor, Sigmn., V=22656,
along with acting Ldg./Tel., Jack Sillers, witnessed
Sigmn. T.D. Nelson stand at the bottom of the escape

hateh on board I S VALLEYRIELD" direct and encourage

8]
members of crew to safety. b
17093
] ne torpedo struck,Sillers and myself were
haste Sillers opened small round hatch,
hrough we decided to open the complete
hux j escape. In doing this we
noticed Ne n at the bottom of the ladder. Nelson did not
tell us what he w! doing but it was very clear to see that
he was 38isting men to escape.

er he and I leaped overboard.
king to other survivors)

0! Connor 2 } ';')]._'rl'l‘tno »
V=22656




" 1L0SS H.M.C.S. "VALLEYPIELD"
Late Terrence D, Nelson = V=51108

Re: Valleyfield sinking.

I, Terrence Patrick O'Connor, Sigmn., V22656,
along with acting Ldg./Tel., Jack Sillers, witnessed
Sigmn, T.D. Nelson stand at the bottom of the escape
hateh on board H.M.C.S."VALLEYFIELD" direct and encourage
members of crew to safety.

When the torpedo struck,Sillers and myself were
first out. In his haste Sillers opened small round hatch,
After we climbed through we decided to open the complete
hatech as it would hurry the escape. In doing this we
noticed Nelson at the bottom of the ladder. Nelson did not
tell us what he was doing but it was very clear to see that
he was assisting men to escape.

Jack Sillers died after he and I leaped overboard.
To the best of my memory (and talking to other survivors)
Nelson did not clear the ship. . ~\ , .

-

MWM .\__‘__9_,__._,:_____'

= /// 3 P.-;f'?);mwu

P o :
(Terrence P. O'Connor,)Simmn,,
0.N, V=22656

Witness:(I.N. Collins)
Lieut.(S), R.C.N.V.R.










N.S.C/ 11156-381/65
NoS. V—sllJSQ “Pers. (NJI

Desr #iss Nelson,

Further to the letter written to you by the Private Secretary
to the Minister of National Defence for Nevel Cervices, dated lst
February, 1745, I an directed to advise you that the Senior Surviving
Officer of H,M.CoS"VALLEYFIELD" has been contacted regsrding the
courageous sct of your brother at the tize of the sinking of thet ship.
anortunately? 8ll zurviving officers were on the ship's bridge a2t the
tine the torpedo struck end are unsble to confirm Signalmen 0'Connor's
statement.

The responsibility for msking recommendations for ell Honours
and Awerds is, in the first instence, that of the Commending Officer
or in the event of his losg, the next Senior Surviving Officer. In
order that the department may have & basis for recommending to His
Majesty an award for your brother, Signelmen 0'Connor is being
contacted and being requested to furmish 2 signed stetement covering
the occasion. '

You will appreciate, I an sure, that in &n ection such es the
one in which H.M.CeS. "VALLEYFIELD" was lost, it is possible th:t meny
acts of gallantry on the part of the ships compeny mey go unreported,
but nevertheless contribute greatly to the high treditions of ihe
Roysl Cenadisn Navy,

A\

As soon ag further informetion is received, I will notify you

promptly,
Lo ‘ goRdy Y
<) m
\&J% LEERSONNEL s
i, AeR [ A0S
Miss Margeret Nelson, SECRETARY, i BOLRD,

764 King Street,
London, Ontario,




\

From...Lieutenant J.H. Warren, R.C.N.V.R.,
H.M.C.S. "COATICOOK",
e¢/o F.M.0., Halifax, N.S.

Dste...5th March, 1945. . 0{

To.....Secretary, Naval Board, /
Naval Service Headquarters,
Ottawa, Ont.

Honours and Awards - HMCS "VALLEYFIELD"

Submitted with reference to Memorandum N.S.
C.11156-381/65 V-51108 "Pers.(N)" dated 8th February,

R}QhB-

= As the senior surviving Officer of H.M.C.S.
"VALLEYFIELD", I have made enquiries, but as both
Lieutenant C.I.P. Tate, R.C.N.V.R. and mysell were
on the bridge at the time, I very much regret that
1t 1s impossible for me to confirm or deny the state-
ment made by Signalmen Terrence O'Connor, V-22656.

_/4%Zﬁ£?44jf‘f

(J. H. Warren)
Lisutensnt, R.C.N.V.R.
Executive Officer /

316563
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P File No. NS, V-51108.

February 1lst, 1945.

Dear Miss Nelson,

As Mr, Macdonald is absent from the city,
I am acknowledging your letter of January 28th, regarding your
brother. Terry.

On meking enquiries here, I learn that no
recommendation was received for an award for your brother as all
those who were recommended received awards. However, I have asked
the Honours and Awards Committee to lock into the matter further
and I shell write you esgain as soon as I have eny further information.

Yours very truly,

(signed) Doris L. Bentley,
Privete Secretary.

Miss Margeret Nelson,
754 King Street,
London, Onterioc.




7& King Stl’
LONDON, Ontario.
Jan 28, 1945.

Desy Sir""

I was really very surprised when I read of the
ewards to the members of H.H.C.8. VALLEYFIELD end
found no mention of my brother. I end meny others think
thet he at lesst retes mention,

Enelosed you will find & elipping from our
locel Newspeper end I heve the letter received from
3ige ToP. 0'Connor of Vancouver,

It deens to me that there were awards for less
gnllant sction. For instaned the led whom he helped
thru %o & Carley Float. Ve are extremely proud of him.
fo should the R.C.E.V.R. Pleape znsver this letter.

Thenk you,

(8igned) Miss Mergeret Nelsom.




COPX

#19« YEAR-OLD SIGNALMAN TERRY RELSON VALLEYFIELD HERO®

fow e young London sailor, Signalmen Terrence (Terry) D. Nelsonm,
son of Mrs. Helene Blanche Neleson, 764 King street, gave his life so
that other shipmates on the frigate Valleyfield could be seved, is
related in a letter o the baoy's mother by & chuz on the ship, Simeluan
Terrance @'Connor, Vencouver.

The Valleyfield was torpedoed in the Atlantic end went down with o
heavy loesd' life.

"Terry and I were off wetch when the torpedo struck,® writes
Sigeen O'Sonnor. "We were in our mess at the front end of the ship,
and I esdcaped through the emergency heteh. It was the only wey out, end
the entrance wes packed with men, ¥®hile I wes helping & fellow open the
hateh, I could see Terry joking with the boys eround him.

"I got the hetch open end the men started to rush for the ladder,
Toxrry stepped in end mede them form & single line, He kept them going
end in order.

®If they had rushed, no one would have got out. He could heve, if
he wented to,been the third man ocuts But he elected himself to stay
behind end orgenize the escape. lie saved many lives es he gulded the
men to sefety, end in doing so he gave his own life, That is the best
display of coursge snd seerifice you will ever hesr ebout,"

Signalunen Terry Nelson is missing and hes been presumed decd,etc..
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RELEA38 DaTd: TUs3DAY, JallUsrY 2nd,1945.

OPTalA--Gallantry of three ratings who remained on the quarter-
deck of the Canadian frigate, H.iu.Jes3. “Valleyfield", after tie
ship had been blown in tuo by a torpedo, and set the denth
charges to'safc, and of another rating with meagre knowledge of
swiwming who saved three companions are reflected in awards by
the King announced today by Hon. angus L. lmacdonald, lkinister
of National Defence for Naval services.

The 3ritish wmpire liedal (wilivary Division) has been
awarded to Able 3esausan Joscﬁ@ idmile Rene Baulne, R.C«NeVy,, Of
138 Le buec street, Hull, ue,

he citation accom»anying the zroun of awards siuply state
that chey are “for brave rescue work when l.ii.J. 3« "Valleyfield!
was sunk on iay 6, 1944, but survivors of the sinking told of

Jeaman Baulne personally help three men into a
refused to be taken on board the rescue
ship, H.iweCoede "Giffard” until the others were 3alely on deck
and, after he was taken from the sea, busied hiaself assisting
the sick berth actendant in the #Giffard” in caring ror the
shocked and injured.

Posthumous mention in despatches honours uuree riﬁings who
remained on the after portion of the torpedoed ship and rendered
the denth charges safe thereby inereasing ;he ¢hances orf
survival of those who managed to get clear. One of the three,
servyn H..oo0d, of ilount oyal, e.,was uentioned 1n a 1ist

of awards »nublished in Noveiibe¢ he current list coantains

- 1 1 - ~

names of the other two, Leading Jeawan David Henry Brown,sJonvi,

» N 1)

of Roseland,Ont., and .ible seaman David .dzar 3rown, RSRVR, oT

-

sburne, Be.Ce.

Also mentioned in desnmatches posthuwaously is Telegrapiist
Harry Norman, iloyal Navy ratiug, «no was taking passage in the

NAVAL HEADQUARTERS L' NFOR ATION SEC

A0M-11-44(1149)

f




&

o Ti
shin, but‘accounts of the sinking did not indicate the basis of
the award,

Mentioned in despatches for the second time is Yeoman of
;iznals Irving Jack Kaplan, R.C.N.V.R., of liontreal, jue.,
survivor of the "Valleyfield! whose'previous mention was for
i300d service in attacks on enemy's sea communications,

It is also the second time that Lieutenant Commander charles
Petersen, .C0.N.R., commanding officer of H...C,o. "Giffard"
has been meationed in despatches, He won his previous award
when serving in the destroyer, H.iu.J.3. "Wiagara® in 1942,
Lieutenant Comuander Petersen at oﬁu time of his enlistuent was
regiding at 3023 Unlands ioad, Victoria, B.J,

following is the list of awards:

i for brave rescue work wllen il,Lli.ls3., "Valleyrield" was suik
on bth of May,1944."

Pogthumous liention in Desnateches
Leading Seaman David Heary Srown, “Valleyrield-
. Liother - lirs, Frances Brown, 2.3.,°l, l0seland, Ont,
. Telezraphist Harry Norman,i.N., *Valleyfield"
' Able seaman David sdgar Brown, “Valleyfield!
-father = wdgar 3rown, 201 /5 Road, sburne, B.C,
- Mention in Despatches |
A/Lieut, Cdr, Charles Petersen, RsC.N.R.,Jommanding Officer,
AGiffard®
Jife - irs, Margaret .., Petersen,t/o Bank of iiontreal,Viectoria,BC,
Lieut, Ralﬁh Johnsﬁon flitton, R, C.NeV.R, "Giffard”
-Jife =~ lirs, Marilyn . flittoun,571 Chester ave,,uount oyal, jue,
Yeoman of 3iznals Irving Jack iaplan, “"Valleyfield“ |
~Father - Nathan Kanlan, 103 Villeneuve st..J,,lontreal, Jue.
Able 3eauan Ceorge John liecDonald, *Gifrfard! |
liother - Mrs, -thel licDonald, 61 Ball 3ty, Paris,Unt,
M Leading air Fitter .dward Geopge Grinsted, .,N., "Gifrard”
~ 3toker First Class Charles dobert Coleman, *Giffard’

liother - iirs, Dorothy Joleman, 3024 Jutland 2d., Victoria,3.,C.
! r

T R e L ¢ oo




y

-

oy
vidinary Seaman Donald Harold Godwin, “Villeyriedd* (Now sub/Lieut)
.other - urs, Hazel Godwin, 41 south Oval, Hamilvon,Unt.,

British dupire medal (wilitary)
able seaman Joseph mmile dene Saulne, ‘'Valleyfield'

wother - Mrs, aArusance Baulne, 138 Le Duc 3t, Hull, Jue,

30w
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M

MRCU:  COMIANDER~IN-CHIEF, WESTZRN APPROACHES.
DATE: 5th September 1944. | No. W. A.2663/6203.P .

TOs SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY
(Copies to:-
Naval Service Headquarters, Ottawa
Canadian Naval Mission Overseas
Captain (D) Newfoundland (without enclosures)

SUBJECT: HONOURS AND AWARDS -- H.M.C. SHIPS VALLEYFIELD AND GIFFARD,

Be pleased to lay before Their Lordships the enclosed recommend-
ations for Honours and Awards to officers and men of H.M. Canadian Ships
"Valleyfield and Giffard" for good services performed when the former
ship was torpedoed and sunk on 6th May 1944.

2. I recommend the following order of merit:=

RECOMMENDATION FOR DECORATION - H.M.C.S. Valleyfield

Ratin
%. Joseph Emile Baulne, Able Seaman, Official Number V-6893, R.C.N.V.R.

RECOMMENDATION FOR POSTHUMCOUS MENTION. IN DESBATCHES

Ratings
l. Devid Henry Brown, Leading Seaman, L.T.0, Official Number V-19206,
R.C.N.V.R.
2. Deavid Edgar Brown, Able Seaman, Official Number V-51452, R.C.N.V.R.
3. Harry Norman, Telegraphist (S0) Official Number P/JX - 427047, R.N.

RECOMMENDATION FOR MENTION IN DESPATCHES,

Ratings.
1. Irving Jack Kaplan, Yeoman of Signals, Official Number V-23343 RCNVR.
2., Donald Harold Godwin, Ordinary Seaman, Official Number V-65029 RCNVR.

RECOMMENDATION FOR MENTION IN DESPATCHES -- H.,M.C.S. Giffard.

Officgzi.

1. Acting Lieutenant Commander Charles Petersen, Royal Canadian Naval
Reserve.
2. Lieutenant Ralph Johnston Flitton, Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer
Reserve.

Ratings.

1. Charles Robert Coleman, Stoker lst Class, Official Number V=46725,RCNVR
2. E. Grinmstead, Leading Air Fitter, Ufficial Number FX 99990, R.N.V.R.

bt ol 3. George John licDonald, Able Seaman, Official Number V-32867, RCNVR.

—~ 4, William George Bond, C.E.R.A. Yfficial Number V=12077, R.C.N.

— 5, Howard Mcorman Bailey, Leading Sick Berth Attendant, Official Number
V-2934 R.C.N.V.R.

~ 6. John Martin Armitage, Chief Petty Officer, Official Number 3260, RCN




H.8.C. 11186-381/65

Pers.(N)

16 September, 1944
Dear Mr. Brown, :

With referemce to your letter of 21 June, 1944,
regerding your Llete son, Lesding Sesmen David H, Browm,
consideration will be given to the grant of a Postinmous
bward on the occesion of His Majesty's New Yeur Hon urs
Liste

The newspeper clippinge which you enclosed are
returned herewith.

I hsve reed with interest =nd pride of the
gallentry of your sen ot the time of the disester of
HeleCole . PVLLLEYFIVLD", and take plecsure in enclosing
two exceypts frou Royel Cencdisn Nevel press relecses
whiiehr tell of hiep coursge snd selflessness., It is

hoped thet these may offer you some measure of consolestion

in your grest sorrow,

-"f‘k";*«

Mr. H, Whaitcomb Browm,
R. R. AA
Rogeland. Onterio

ery truly,

Deeratchat 1,
enclt Sec. N. I

1
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, N.S. C.11156-381/65
P~y Vol. 1 (Staff)

DLR: RN

1 August, 1944.

CONFIDENTIAL

Memorandumn.

A copy of a memorandum addressed
to the Commander-in-Chief, Canadian Northwest
Atlantic, after the sinking of the "VALLEYFIELD"
is forwarded for your information.

2. The contents of this memorandum are
brought to the notice of ships working up at
Halifax but it is considered that the importance
of the procedure referred to in paragraph 4 of the
: above memorandum should also be stressed during the
‘» sea working up periods at Bermuda.

7

The Commanding Officer, DW T
H.M.C.S. "SOMERS ISLES"%", 5 '
% AUG 1 }944
Deepashed by : »
Sec. N. B. g ——
'.."’ —eas &'.I/.{. . /{‘-\5,.- LT

y Date 34 /7

3 U
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FILE COPY

' DMC : BH

11156-381/65 Vol. 1 (Staff) 29th June, 1944.

i e e

KEENORANDTUM:
[ = T

With reference to the sinking of H.M.C.S.
VALLEYFIELD, one of the main points is that subsequent
to the torpedolns; the action taken was not suck as to
lead to the detection of the U-Boat.

2. : It is inevitable that there should be some
confusion after a torpedoing at night or in bad vieibility
and that a period will elapse when it is difficult for
anyone Lo be sure of what is bappening.

Se It is comsidered that the advantage to the
U<Boat resulting from this confusion, can be reduced if
the Jenior Officer present takes decisive control and
erganizes the remaining ships quickly.

X Therefore, the Department considers that
during work-ups stress should be laid upon the procedure
%o be followed when the Senior Officer's ahin sinks or
is otherwise put out of setion, and further, the need for
exercising this procedure should be drawn t0 the attenticn
of
i Iy all operational groups.

SCC. N. B- BY OW,

Date 5/7 /4% </ ‘

, NAVAL BOARD.

Y

Time " /93, .

T

Commander-in-Chief,

Lt
-
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N.S. C,11156-381/65 Vol. 1,

A‘I' { AVAL, SERVICE )

MEMORANDUM

T0: C.N.S¢"

The main points, as I see them, of this unfortunate
affair are as follows:-

(1) By order of the Senior Officer, ships ceased to
zig-zag in spite of the fact it was a clear moonlight

night.
(2) The action taken after "V " yms torpedoed
was not such as to lead to the detection of the
U-boat &
2 With reference to (1), C. in C,, C.N,A, has already

issued instructions regarding the need to zig-zag under conditions
favourable to attack by U=boat.

Be With regard to the second point, it is égg;£3h15 that
there be some confusion after a torpedoing at night or in bad visibility
when no one can be quite sure what is happening, However, it is essen-
tial that the Senior Officer present take decisive control of all ships
immediately eand organize them to the best of his ability to carry out

an efficient hunt for the U-boat., In this connection, attention is
invited to Para., 6 of the Commanding Officer of H,M,C.S. "GIFFARD" 's
report in which he says that

"Tt so happened that GIFFARD was first on the spot
and since circumstances had combined to place her first
in possession of the complete picture, while the other
vessels were returning at top speed, GIFFARD assumed
command, ™

4, There should have been no doubt in anybody's mind as
to who would assume cormmand in the event of loss of the Senior Officer.

Se It is impossible to ineulcate in training schedules
exercises envisaging all types of emergencies, but it is proposed to
issue a memorandum to C. in C., C.N.A, instructing him to stress the
need of exercising groups during their work-ups in procedure to be fol=-
lowed in the event of the ship of the Senior Officer being s or other=

wise put out of action, : ,¢¢22;
flrsol

Captain, R.C.N.,
‘EL.C .N.S .

OTTAWA, 23rd June, 1944,
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(STAFF)

MEMORANDUM TO A,C,N.S,:

The circumstances were unusually favourable to the U/B
and unfavourable to the escorts in that:=-

(a) the U/B found itself by chance in the path
of the escort group.

(b) the visibility was such that the U/B could
have seen the escorts at least 8000 yds,
away, silhouetted against the moonlight.
The listening range on U/B hydrophones de-
pends on water conditions - it should hear
five escorts at 8000 to 10,000 yds, under
average listening conditions,

(e) "FRONTENAC's" radar set was out of operation
and the "VALLEYFIEID's" RXC was reported to
be of little use, Thus the radar coverage
between "VALLEYFIELD" and "FRONTENAC" was
incomplete,

(d) the presence of considerable ice would make
it difficult to distinguish a stationary U/B,
even if all radars were efficient,

2. Torpedoes could, therefore, have been fired by the U/B

at distances up to 8000 yds., (probably closer), The ticking noise
(bearing 65° red) is difficult to explain, This is not the sound

of an air torpedo nor is it anything like the propeller sounds of

a U/B. It possibly could have been the sound of the motors of the
U/B. I1f such were the case, the torpedo was fired from a comparative-
ly short distance away,

3. A minor point about radar arises out of the Proceedings,
Captain (D) states that the range of 271Q on a trimmed down U/B

is 6000 yds, Operational data collected elsewhere, indicates that
the average range of 271Q on a U/B is more likely to be about 5000
yds, The C.0., of "GIFFARD" stated that he considered a U/B (trimmed
down) could be picked up at 8000 yds. and the radar operator on the
same ship 24,000 yds, These statements show a somewhat exaggerated

idea of the capabilities of 271Q.

OTTAWA, 15th June, 1944,
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A.c.m.y

Board of Inquiry
H.M.C.S. VALLEYFIELD

Terms of the Inquiry - "The loss of H.M.C.5. VALLEYFIELD

and the death and injuries of certain officers
"and ratings on board the said ship at the time."

The minutes of the Board have appended to them

(a) Statements made by C.0., H.M.C.S. EDMUNDSTON,
the Executive Officer (Lieut. Kerr) and the 0f-
ficer of the Watch (Lieut. J. Russel-Brown) who
could not be present before the board.

(b) Report of Proceedings by Coumanding Officer,
H.M.C.S5. GIFFARD,

(c) Statement by Lieut. Warren (a survivor of H.M.C.S.
JALLEYFIELD) who also appeared before the board.

A digest of some of the relevant facts.

(a) At 2340 explosion was heard by C.0., H.JM.C.S. GIFFARD
2343 course was altered towards VALIEYFIELD
0001 GIFFARD made "close me" to remaining ships
0008 GIFFARD made "VALLEYFIELD uorpedoed“ to
remaining ships,

Ships were in line abreast 4,000 yards apart in the

sequence
HALTFAX FRONTENAC VALLEYFIEID GIFFARD WDVUFDSTON

steaming at 13 knots.

GIFFARD made a' short Asdic and Radar search and at 0029
informed the other ships that she was picking up sur-
vivors and ordered EDMUNDSTON to carry out observant with
the other ships.

Captain (D) Newfoundland notes: "The lack of a plot

from GIFFARD gzives reason to doubt the efficiency of

her short Radar search to detect the submarine ....

it is noted that even GIFFARD would not have reached

the scene before OOO1P and that the other ships had

not turned before this time".

A/ldg. 5mn. Donald Eenry Brown, L.T.0. V19206
Ord. Smn., David Edgar Brown, S.T. V51452
A,B. Mervyn E. Woods, S.T, 750658

lost their lives. They are reported vo have been seen
going aft to withdraw the primers from the depth charges.
The Findinzs of the Board and Captain (D) Newfoundland
remark on this act,

(over)




3. Pages 3 and 4 of the Report of Proceedings from
GIFFARD describes many other acts of gallantry.

6. Captain (D) Newfoundland notes that the board is not
required to "investigate the conduct of the hunt which followed,
but it is thought that the loss of the Senior Officer of a Group
will inevitably prodﬁce a certain degree of confusion. 'On this
" occasion much valuable time was lost before the situation was
appreciatedm, ;

‘F.0..F. remarks: "The Commanding Officer, H.M.C.S.
GIFFARD should have realized the ships of the group were well
placed to order "Close and carry out Observant anti clockwise
round VAILEYFIELD (or my own position) as soon as he knew that
something had haoppened to H.M.C.S. VALLEYFIELD. It is considered
that in this way there was a very good chance that the U-Boat
would have been detected by H.M.C.S. HALTFAX, It is difficult
to understand why, baving realized that something had happened
at 2343, as shown by his altering course towards VALLEYFIEID at
that time, the Commanding Officer, H.M.C.S. GIFFARD made no signal
to institute a search for the enemy until 0001, a matter of
eighteen minutes later.™

: a
In this connection it is noted)that GIFFARD while
steaming towards a flare in the water attempted to raise VALLEY=-
FIBLD by V/S and R/T and that the signalling was pointed at
2354F. ;

(b) GIFFARD's first indication that the explosion was due
to torpedoing and not the result of an accident was the fact that
VALLEYFIELD could not be raised by V/S or R/T and that radar con-
tact was fading.

It is thought that the diffieulty in guickly appreciating
a situation of this kind is pointed up in the case of the tor-
pedoing H.M.S. WOODPECKER of E.G.2 where the 5.0. of the Group in
H.M.S. STARLING 4,000 yards on WOODPECKER's starboard beam, wag on
the bridge when two flares were sighted, followed by an explosion
and 3 lesser explosions. S.0., £.G.2 remarks: "I was extremely
slow to appreciate what had occurred and it was not until a signal
came from WOODPECKER reporting herself torpedoed that I realized."

e

D.W.T./TACTICS

OTTAWA,
9th June, 1944,




% Monifieth, Baysville, Ontario
i 4 ¢/o F.M.0., Halifax

Dear Mrs. Brown:

I am sorry I could not write sooner, but you will
understand I have been pretty busy getting things squared away since
leaving the hospital.

Your son David was in my division in the "Valleyfield"
and I told all my boys that if anything should happen to them, I would
write their parents. I deeply regret the cause for my writing now,

David was one of the very best men we had on board.
He fulfilled an extremely responsible position as L.T.0. with eagerness
and skill, He was one of the hardest workers, and could be called
upon at any hour of the day or night to do a job. His continual
cheerfulness endeared him to all his officers and men alike. The S.T.'s
in his mess thought very highly of him.

Because of his tremendous capacity for work and his
unfailing reliability, I wanted him to go before the board for his
commission, but he preferred first to get his P.0. rating. On three
separate occasions I asked him to reconsider this, assuring him that
at any time he wished I would put in as strong a recommendation for
his commission as I could, The Captain and First Lieutenant both
concurred in this matter. I am sure he could have made an excellent
officer had he so desired.

His ability as a leader was clearly shown in the able
manner in which David organized his S.T.'s.

You have probably heard the heroic story of how three
men sacrificed their lives by going back aft on the "Valleyfield" to
remove the primers from the depth charges, so that they would not
explode as the Ship went down.

It has been pretty definitely ascertained that one of
those men was your son. That was an epic of heroism, and I am proud
to be able to say I knew such a man that gave his life so that his
shipmates might be saved.

To you I want to extend my most sincere sympathies,
and those on behalf of the entire surviving Ship's Company.

Yours very sincerely,

C /[l A gprate

Lieut., R.C.N.V.R.
ex - HM.C.S. "Valleyfield"”
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. MINUTES OF BOAKRD OF ENQUIRY CQUVENED AT 1430 ON 10TH LAY,
1944, 7O THVESTIGATE THE CIRCUMSTANCES' ATTENDING THE. LOSS
® H.M,CyS, "VALLEYRIELD' AND THE DEATH AND INJURIES OF
CERTATLl OFFICERS AND EATINGS ONBOAND THE SAID SHIE AT THE

PINE..

PEESENT:

Aeting Captain Somerville Wentworth Davis, - PRESIDENT OF THE
Hoyal Canadian Navy. EOAED

Lieutenant Commander rrancis 0'Brien Gerity,
Royal Canadian Naval Heserve.

Lleutengnt Conmander (g) William Gillies Koss,
Royal @ nﬁulcn Havel Volunteer Lieserve,

)
)
) LMBERS
)
)

WITHESS - Lieutenant Commander Charles Peterson, Hoyal Canadian
llaval Reserve < Commanding O;L;cer His Fajésty's
C(, Llul;lu.ﬂ. dl’lln ”LI“‘E T“" i iy

CALLED AND CAUTIONED.

2 2
Q% I have here a statement which I uadérstand is your report of
proceedings« Do you ldentify 1t?
(Report paésed to 'Lt. Cdr. Peterson for perusal)
A, Yesg air
2e Qo That is your report of:the oceurrence?
A, Yes fiekr,
3}.Q. is there anything else you can think of you wish to add to
this report?
L Moy sir,. everything I know ig:there, 6
A - K What were the Radar and Asdic conditions at the tirie?
A RadaY, sir, was-perfect as far as my own ship was concerned
but Asdic seemed to vary with the different ships - I did not
think they were very good.
Do e Did"you hear any of the report in H.E.?
A, No,. sir.
P I Nome at all?
A, - Not a single report. _ x-

'7. Q. What were the weather conditions?
A. Bright, clear, moonlight night, there was slmost a full moon,
8. Qe . Any ice? | :

A. Yes, sir, a very great deal of ice on all sides.

9+ Q. The pancake stuff?




15 Q.
A.
16 Q.

19 Q.

A,
20 Q.

21 Q.

A

: PAGE_TWO.
Yes, sir, we picked it up at 25 or 26000.

Passing through it continnously?

Y&s, sir.

How long?

We had been all afternoon and all evening.

Were you in station at the time of the occurrence?
Yos, 8lr.,

What do you expect to get on a trimmed down conning tower with
Radar? :

8000 yards.
Have you had that in A{S.P.'s?

No, because weflacked being able to carry out A/S.P. in really
good weather.

Was there any ice present at the time of the occurrence?
At that moment on Radar - no.

Could you estimate how far North of the Gulf Stream you were
at this time?

No, I wouldn't like to guess.

Did you have much difficulty in getting survivors onboard?
Yes, sir, great difficulty.

Can you describe some of them?

The first few cases - say, the first half dozen - were
covered with oil and could do practically nothing of them-
selves. With the survivors at first there had been practically
no hangovers on them at allj; the latter cases were all
stretcher cases practicallyj; cases of paralysis from the
effects of the cold water oil fuel (the tempamture of the
water was 32). I'd like to say that several of the survivors
were wearing life jackets with the straps unfastened and
loose. 1In the water these jackets were floating around their
shoulders like water wings; they certainly keptl them afloat
but they gave us nothing to lash a line to.

Was there any evidence of strangulation from the belts being
up there? :

No, sir.

Are there any suggestlons you can make with regard to improv-
ing life saving conditions? .

Yes, I have. I have already sent it to Captain "D". It is a
piece of rope cut to fit a man's waist, with an Inglefield
Clip to each end. 1In this is spliced an eye probably six
inches in diameter. The job could be done in probably 20
minutes. It could be worn day and night. 1 made one myself
and also made a rule in my ship that every man has to have

ohe.

Did you see any of those rescued that did not have their
1ife jackets fastened?

Three only. <Lhey were wearing them when they came in. They
couldn't get the flap open. You have to open the flap of
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Yes, sir, the sea babs did not get away.
What about rafts?

There were rafts enough to accommodate all survivors in. the
waters Very few men were floating in the water. Some might
' jater without life ckets but the majority

have -hoppe €
away. were-on rafts.

ppe
of those.t

o

From that you formed what conclusion?

That prfactically every one who got av was an upper deck man
and. that the balance were the ones trn died in the ship.
You mentioned in your report. that 3 of -them died shortly after

you got them on
Yesy sirs-in -about 5 ninutes.

Have you any idea about what time they were picked up?
Yes, sir, about Ol00P. They were the latest.

What about those other 2 that were brought in?

They had passed zway on arrival.

WITHNESS WITHDREW

s

S - Lieutenant Eric Theodore Pate Wennberg, Royal Canadian
llaval Volunteer Reserve - Commanding Officer, His liajesty's
Canadian Ship "FRONTENAC",

CALLED AND CAUTIONED.,

Will you tell us what you know of what ococurred on the night
of 6th May, 19447

1 had left instructions with the 0fficer of the Watch to steed

the course of 001 at 13 knots = 4000 yards by the beam of "Valley:

field", At 2215, I was informed by the 0fficer of the Watch
that an iceberg had been sighted directly ahead and that he
was altering course 20 degrees to pass it gnd avoid it. I was
sitting in my cebin at approximately 2340 when I heard what
sounded to me like a single depth charge dropped by an escort
within a few miles. I immediately called the CLL¢C€T of the

Watch and asked him if there had been any si;nhla to the effect
that an escort was about to drop a depth charge and I was told
no. .Iiwas then i;"d_‘o;u.‘i_ ed that a plume -of black smoke was ob=
served.over "Valleyfield", As it had been my experience that
after dropping charges the boller room usacl+J mekes smoke, I
wasn't surpised: and didn't f entertain thoughts of

o+
{
e
O

L Tt
)

o
there ‘having been any torpe d L approximately, 1. might
say, miani; lt the Officer of the Watch reported to me *Kut
Hadar was uJ(blﬁ to contact the Senior O0fficer = that 1s my
Sii2C Hadar - and that the Senior Officer had failed to Teply
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PAGE SIX

I was aware that a submarine was within 100 miles or so off
the position.
1 should explain that we were only operating SW2C intermitt-
ently - 10 minutes on and 10 minutes off.

- Witness Withdrew -

Lieutenant William Wyness lMacColl, Hoyal Canadian Naval
Heserve

CALLED AND CAUTIONED,

You were the Qfficer of the Wateh onboarad Hedlg.S. "Giffard"
during what time on the night of 6th May? ™

From 2000 to 2400.

Will you tell us what ocecurred during your watch relative to
the sinking of "Valleyfield"?

At 2340 the Coxswain and myself were on wetch. We both hap=

pened to be looking at the "Valleyfield™ at that time with
binoculars and a plume seemed to come out of the water when

I heard the ef“losion. I couldn't see what it was - it was

very -blurred. DBefore I had time~to report it, the Captain
sang out to me asking what the explosion wasj ~Lhen just
af'ter that there was some black smoke coming out of ‘the
funnel and she started falling astern till I couldn t see.
her wery well at all., -

A% what time did she appear to &rop astern?

Practwcdlly right away after the explosion, s;r, I can't be
positive of the time,

What did you observe after that?

We had been trying to contact by V/S and R.T. and somebody
had replied to our signal but it didn't make any ‘sense.
The next thing we saw was balck spots on the water when we
were steaming towards her, and more lights.

Did you have any reports of any COﬂtdCtS before this, from
Asdie?

o, sir, we just had Kadar contacts of éircraftjand icebergs,
Both of which you identified? |

The airecraft flew right over us - right over our stern. She
did not identify herself to us. -t

Do you know 4f she did to anybody? :

She flew over "Valleyfield" then .and Tlashed a ‘searchlight
down, 5 ;

‘About what time was that?

About 2250, We made a signal on it to the Senior. Officer.
Had.you seen any surface craft? |

Yesyisir, a small ship. I saw a port side light just about
2110, it passed close to "Valleyfield" just on the other side
of "Valleyfield",

Could you identify her?
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PAGE SEVE
Np; I thought first she was a sailing craft, just burning

sidelights,
You did not see the hull and sail?®?

No, sir,.

Could you see "Valleyfield" clearly without glasses?

ot clearly, you could distinguish her, but not clearly.
Did you have any Radar contacts.during the watch?

Yes, quite a number of them.,

How many sets were you operating?

We .only had one - gust the 271Q,

Was it in.good order?

% wés absolutely_ﬁerrect ; it wgs giving excellent results,

Did you form-zny conclusion-about whether "Valleyfield" had
been .torpedoed or mined?

I just thought torpedoed.

What time did you complete picking up survivors?

I couldn't give the exact time, but it was 0200 when we started
steering away.

(Paragraphs 2,3, & 4 of Eeport of Proceedings of

Commanding Officer, H.U.C.S., "Giffard" read and
signed by Lieut. MacColl, as coanfirmed.)

- WITNESS WITEDREW =

- John Martin. Armitege, Chief Petty Officéf, Official Number
3260 - Coxswain =~ His majesty's Canadian Ship "Giffard".

CALLED AND CAUTIONED.,

Your name?
John Martin Armitzge, C.P.0., 3260.

I want:. you to read over paragraphs 2, 3, and 4 of your Command=-
ing Officer's Heport of Proceedings.

(Report passed to C.P.Q0. Armitage for perusal).

Have you any comments: to make on that, or do you coanfirm the
statements as made there? 2

Yes, sir, I confirm then,

IThey &re as you observed them?

Yes, sir;

Can you give -us any idea as to the general conditions of the
iﬁgzgvors. Was® there anything in particular you noticed zbout

Yes, practically sll the survivors lifebelts were not buttoned
up ol them. They could have saved a lot more I believe if they
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PAGE TWELVE.

Yes, sir, the last signal we had about that was that there
wes one operating within 150 miles of the Avalon peninsula.

Did you see any signal concerning aircraft operating in
the area?

No, sir.

Had you received any signals about Spanish Trawlers operat-
ing in the area? :

No, sir,

When you heard the explosion did it occur to you there might
be a2 submarine close to you?

No, the explosion seemed to be very small,

At that visibility, do you think a submarine could have
passed 2000 yards, or possibly 3000 yards on the ship's
side without being seen? :

Not very likely.

What time were the action alarms rung?

They were sounded, I am not quite sure of the time, but it
was after the Captain arrived on the bridge.

When you say you were sweeping with the SW2C, does that
mean you were only operating every 10 minutes?

Yes, sir,

Did you keep the set on continuously?

Yes, but we just looked every 10 mlnutes.

Do you think SW2C is capable of picking up a submarine?
Yes.

Have you ever seen it do that?

No, but I think it is capable of picking up a submarine on
the surface.

At what distance?
4000 yards, I would say.

Any particular reason why you were only transmitting every
10 minutes?

Yes, our Radar Set was broken down and the Captain had
asked permission from the Senior Officer to use it inter-
mittently, and we decided on an interval of 10 minutes,
Do you know why?

To prevent as much as possible from attracting submarines,
Do you know what G.S.R. gear 1is?

No, sir.

Did you get a Radar report on the surface craft you saw?

I don't believe I did. I don't think so,
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PAGE FIFTEEN.
At what time was that approximately?

0155P.
What were the characteristics of the contact?

Firm contact, no doppler, no movement, Believed to be the
wreck of “Vaileyfield".

Did you obtain any other contacts?

No, sir,.

Did you obtain any other Radar contacts other than the ships?
No, sir,

What was your impression of the weather conditions?

Weather conditions were perfect for picking up contacts by
Radar, and perfect Asdic conditions also,

Did you observe much ice?
Prior to the sinking we had quite a lot of ice.
How long prior?

Throughout a period of 4 hours before the sinking we had
numerous echoes on icebergs by Radar.

Was there anything to indicate to you what caused the sinking?
NO, sir,

Did you observe any survivors?

Yes, sir.

Did you effect any rescue?

No, sir,

What were the general conditions surrounding these survivors?
I would say they were floating in the water, all of them
supported by life jackets. They were calling to us to pick
them up., I saw a whaler in the water about 75 feet away,
presumably from "Edmundston", going to pick up these survivors.
Did you observe anything unusual about their equipment?

Yes, none of the lights on their life jackets were & burning.
I believe the reason of that was their hands were too cold

to insert the plug.

What type of Radar are you fitted with?

271Q.

Would you expect to pick up a trimmed down submarine, by
Radar, at 6000 yards?

No, not trimmed down.
Have you had any ranges with A.S.P.'s?

Not with our present 271Q.
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% e re you 'able to see the next ship in ®&e station quite
gasily without binoeulars?
Lo eSS,
2765 Qs ihat ‘time did you grrive at the scene of the sinking
A out 0035
107%. Qs Did you notice the bearing and altitude of the moon?
e O,
178. ¢. It 'was bright moonlight?
J‘L. .:US.
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179. e pig you get a v/o OT surface craft
prior to this, other
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WITHESS ™= Lieutenant James-Bdward Co -lu‘r’, noyadl Galladlall Haval Vol=-
unteer Neserve, of His liajesty's . Canadian Ship "HALIFAXY.
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Your name?
James Edward Colby, Lieutenant RCHVR.

Were you on watch onboard "Halifax" on the night of 6th May,
19442

Ya'sy - sid%
between_what'hours?
2300P to 0300P on the 7th.

Will you tell me what you know of the sinking of the "Valley-
field"®?

As 1 came on watch I found the ship a bit astern of station,
"Walleyfield" was bearing 65 degrees on her starboard bow and
approximately 4% miles away; "Frontehasc" wds in the same. bear-
ing, app sroximately over 2 miles away. The original speed was
12 knots but the ships were actually making a bit more than
that = about 13 knots - and zs I LOOL over, revolutions were
140 ‘on the engines and I-increased it to 160 te regaein station
and that was the speed that was on until the Caplain came to
the bridge and took over. At a proximately between ;5 end 40

minutes past the hour,; I .. I thought was. a depth
charge, very muff 1Lm, but ffieult to tell Juut what
it was _as we were about §6 away at the time,

p

What direction did it come from?

- Ry | ' 3 - 3 ia
I eouldn % fix dit. It was on the starboard side,

What do you measure 9600 yards away" from?

From: the Tast Hadar bearing of the "Valleyfield",. I 1Fﬂutﬁt
it was either ”ui!iard“ or "Valleyfield" that dropped a depth
charge. « 1 asked if there had bee R.T. traffie¢ and there

-

ahd been none at that time. 'The ecourse of the convoy

v o @

< m
n




186.

o0
166.

189.

190.

191s

192,

193,




194,

195.

196.

197.

198.

200.

204,

207.

208.

O e
. )

PAGE EIGHTEEN.

Yesy slr,

Were you accommodated in "Halifax" on the night of 6th lMay?
Yes, sir,

Were you on the bridge?

Yes, sir.

Between what hours?

2300 until we secured action stations.

Would you say "Halifax's" Radar was in first class condition?
No, not first class.

At what range would you expect it to pick up a trimmed down
conning tower?

I would suggest about 5 or 6000 yards.

Would you say it was too much to expect at a range of 7600
yards, not searching?

Yes, I think so.

When did you last see "Valleyfield's" Radar?

Just before leaving here.,

What type is it?

Type R.X.C,

Has . it always worked well?

It has never worked well to my knowledge.

Do you know if it was in operation at 2340 that night?

To my knowledge it was. I have no reason for believing
otherwise.

Is it greatly troubled with side echoes?

LS o

In this formation, in line abreast, would you expect to be
troubled with side echoes? :

Well yes, but the formation has no affect on the side echoes.

You expect to be uniformly troubled with side echoes, ir-
respective of formation?

Yes.

Is it possible for an K.X.C. to be in apparently efficient
operation and apparently capable of missing a target at
short range?

How small a target?

Trimmed down conning fiower?

At what range?
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PAGE TWENTY-ONE.

.. (etd.)

went up top,. " When it was ready, lir. Patterson gave the order
(there were ‘4 men and myself) to slip from the bridge. We roved
towards-a carléey float with some men on it. . From this float
we picked up three men and then we picked up snother 2 men from
a mass of debris, then 1 man from more debris, and we pulled
back to the ship to get them onboard. We came alongside the
starboard side and the men on the starboard side began to throw
my“boat's crew.lines which they made Tzast to the- men in the boat
One of my-boat’s erew and myself in the stern were tying lines
which they had bDeen throwing from the ship around some-men on a
carley float between us &nd the ship's side, The man that was
with me went-on the ‘1\ 1d passed the last -men off the float
into my boat:and from % onboard. “When nmy boat was empty
we.drifted astern and I ] nan under the  counter clinging
to hammocks that were a tied into g'float. We went further
astern to investigate 'another float and debris. but.could Tind
nothing."~Then I-came” onbosrd "Gifferd" and made-the boab fast
and-then I belleve "Ciffard® went ahead to go alongside anovher
cerley float.,

W)

225 (. What did you observe of: the conditions of .the survivors and their
life saving equipment?

A, Their condition was quite good - they were.speégking intelligibly.
Three were useless saiid couldn't hblp themselves at all.:  Two
could manage.to keep out of our way when rowlng.. One man in
the bow thought he wgs. still on the rgft end started to scre 111N
Outside of that everything was alright, ¢he last man picked
up was very cold and stiff but outside of that'wids alrignt.

They seemed to be in all stages of dress - one fellow had nothing
but shorts and singlet and lifejacket on = two had what are
called zoot=suits - and another had Jjust dungarees and a life-
jacket, Everything was asbsolutely covered with oil.

226 Q. Did you pick up any survivors without life-jackets?

A, "No, I/ didn't,.  We . had quite a bit of difificulty inm getting them
aboard because of the difficulty in handling and grasping them.
They couldn't help themselves and their clothing was hard to
gXasps ;
= o

227 Q. Were their -life jackets all butltoned up?

iculty getting “them out of

A . - 1 - ]
A, I couldn’t say. 1 know they had @iff
hat was the reason or hot I

d
the boat-into the c*lup. fhether t
don.t know. ' S8ome of them didn't I know, beeause I.noticed when
we were teking them from the floats.that it would have been a
lot easier if they had had them fastened, Two didn't have them
fastened and we ‘had to pubt .g noose around their shoulders.
- WITHESS WITHDREW =
WITHESS - Howard Nlorman Bailey, Leading Sick Berth Attendant, Official
Namber V=-2934 of His liaJesty's Ceznadian Ship "Giffard",

228 Q. ' Your name?
A, ~Howard Normah Bailey, L/S.B.A., V2934.

229 Q. What was the first you knew:of the sinking of the "Valleyfield"?
A, - When the action stations rung I dressed and went to Sick Bay

to my @dction station. ‘I stayed there until somebody told me
to stand by 'as they were picking up.survivors,. Iswent to the
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239.;'-. Did ‘you have any indications or evidence of & submarine
: being in the wicinity?

240,
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ks Very definitely yes -.my last experience with this off DBermuda
has proven it.

(Paragraph 5 of Commanding ‘0fficer "Giffard's"
Iieport of Proceedings signed by Lieutenant
Warren in confirmation, except as otherwise
indicated incevidence).

- WITWESS WITHDREW -

WITHNESS - @Qieutenant Charles Ian Passman Tate, Royal Canadian Naval

242,

243,

244,

245,

246,

247,

Volunteer Reserve of His lMajesty's Canadian Ship
"Walleyfield".

CALLED 41D CAUTIONED,

Q. Were were you at the time of the explosion?
A. On the bridge. I was O0fficer of. the Watch,

Q. Do you confirm this statement?

(Report of, sinking of HMCE "Valleyfield" by
b' h § v

Lt. J.H, Warren, BCNVR and Lt. C.I,P. Tate,

RCHVR - passed to Lieut. Tate for perusal).

A, 7Xes, 7 gk,
Q. Is there anythigg you wish to add to it?
I‘L. ."\'O’ Sil,

st ticking effect you had
rmation on that?

Q. In your statement you refer to a f
about 2340. Cazn yon give more inf

Df"l

A. - I happened to be looking at the Captain's bea’inv on the bridge

just to check the Cpur'to*'
around about Led 60, with f s

sound over the loud speake 1 ‘'wes turned on.and I immed=-
lately asked the Operztor what it was, and immediately told
8 nvestigate .from 250 to 290 degrees. He started to
ate and zbout 2 seconds later the torpedo struck,

I noticed he weas playing
1 heard this ticking

-

'l L)
¢

Q.  Have you ever heard such an effect before

o

A I ‘lﬁy have been fis)
iue electric motor
;istnace.
3 besides ships in
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DU T SECRET

Subject
TORPEDOING OF H.X.C.S. VALLEYFIELD

From ...+ CAPTAIN (D), NEWFOUNDLAND,
Date ssoe Hﬁl\‘:’ 2 1 WL No. 301—368
To eses FLAG OFFICER NEWFOUNDLAND FORCE.

Submitteds:

Consideration has been given to the minutes of a
Board of Enquiry into the circumstances surrounding the
torpedoing of H.M.C.S. VALLEYFIELD and to the Reports of
Proceedings from H.M.C. Ships EDMUNDSTON, GIFFARD, NEW
GLASGOW and TIMMINS, The latter reports are very incouplete
in some respects and all except that of TIMMINS (which is
irrelevant) lack Track Charts and navigational data. It
is understood that EDMUNDSTON has forwarded a plot and
Recorder Trace to the Flag Officer Newfoundland Force but
that they have not yet been received. Consideration has been
given to information from St aff Officers trained in A/5,
RADAR, Tacties and to the observations of the Commanding
Officer, H.N.M, Submarine 0,21,

2wy The following is a summary of the conditions
obtaining imrediately before VALLEYFIELD was torpedoed at
about 2340P on 6th May, 1944, in position approximately 40
03'N, 52° 24'W:

(8]

(a) Ships were in line abreast at intervals of four
thousand yards in the order (from port to star=-
board) HALIFAX, FRONTENAC, VALLEYFIELD, GIFFARD
and EDVMUNDSTON., In this connection it is observed
that HALIFAX was at a distance of nine thousand
six hupdred yards from VALLEYFIELD on a bearing
of 261 coming up to regain her proper station,
The course of the Group was 001°, speed thirteen
knots. No zig-zag was in progress.

(b) RADAR Ranges (picking up range) of a trimmed down
conning tower moving slowly were as followss

HALIFAX 6,000 yards
FRONTENAC B b :
ALLEYFIELD (Type RXC) ?
GIFFARD 6,000 yards
EDMUNDSTON 6,000 yards

liote«~- FRONTENAC was intermittently transmittlng
on Type SW2C which can be detected by GSR.

(e) Prior to 2340P numerous pileces of ice of varying
sizes had been encountered,

(i) The bearing of the moon was 176°, altitude 40°

and objects were clearly visible with binoculars
at four thousand yards.

o0 Lmm
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3= VALLEYFIELD was torpedoed on the port side
subsequently splitting into separate halves which sunk within
an interval of three minutes.

4-, It is considered that the attack could have been
carried out in one of the following ways:

(a) The submarine fired from a position about eighteen
hundred yards bearing 290-300° from VALLEYFIELD after
having observed the approach of the Group and
remained trirmmed down on the surface, taking advantage
of the presence of ice in that vicinity. It was not
detected by RADAR as it was beyond the ranges noted
above, No subsequent detection of the submarine was
possible by the imnediate search which followed.

(b) The submarine was in the position given in (a) above
but, having observed the approach of the Group whilst
surfaced, submerged and whilst stopped ascertalned
the course and speed of the Group by accurate hydro-
phone bearings. A periscope sighting shot was made
possible by the light of the moon.

5= ESCAPE.~ Escape in both cases was made to the resr
moving at slow speed on the surface until clear. The ticking
noises heard by the Officer of the Watch of VALLEYFIELD were the
electric motors as the submarine manoeuvred to escape after
firing. The submarine was capably handled by an experienced.
Commanding Officer who most probably realised that the hunting
vessels could not overtake. The lack of a plot from GIFFARD
gives reason to doubt the efficacy of her short search to detect
the submarine in case (a) or (b), the RADAR scan probably being
saturated with echoes from wreck, rafts, other vessels, ete. It
is noted that even GIFFARD would not have reached the scene
before 0001P and that the other ships had not turned before this
time. Lack of a plot or trace from EDMUNDSTON gives rise to doubt
as to the result of her first Hedge Hog attack, bearing in mind the
time, 0108P and the fact that the wreck was in two portions.
Navai Service Headquarters' signal timed 091645Z giving H/F D/F
German, Waval inigma, 117 Group bears out the evidence that
escape was made good,

6=, CONCLUSION.=-

(a) It is obvious from the available evidence that there YA
must have been some relaxation of vigilance in a group :
detached and homeward bound. This appears to have
affected watchkeeping standards in C. 1 Group.

(b) In spite of the presence of numerous icebergs, the fact
that the group had known of the presence of the submarine
should have resulted in the zig-zag being maintailned.

(¢) The position of GIFFARD was an unenviable one and it
is felt that most Commanding Officers would have stopped
at considerable risk to themselves to pick up survivors, L
who could not be expected to survive much longer in water of |

003--
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6=~y - (c) (conttd.)
this temperature, From all avallable evidence it appears that
GIFFARD was the only ship in a position to prevent the escape

of the submarine.

7= The findings of the Beoard are concurred in generally
with the following observatlonss

(i) The finding thal relatively few, 1f any, survivors
could have been picked up hed primers not been
wilithdrgwn 1s not uonﬁgrred in, VALLEYFIELD had been
{ssued with Mark VII" " and Mark IX** pistols and these
were originally set to safe. Only in the event of
defective workmanship is there any risk of these
pistols firing when set to safe and then only in
depths greater than three hundred feet. The gallant
men who withdrew primers were probably unaware of the
depth of water and therefore the foregoing is not
thouzht to detract one iota from their heroism.

T+ 4s felt that FRONTENAC with defectlve RADAR should
have boen stationed st Asdic sweeping distance from
VALLEYFIZLD snd HALIFAX closed in to RADAR sweeping
distance from VALLEYFIELD,

8=, The Board was not required to investigate the
condtct of the hunt which followed, but it is thought that the
loss of the Senior Officer of a Group will inevitably produce
a certain degree of confmsion. On this occasion much valuable
time was lost before the situation was appreciated. The
withdrawal of FRONTENAC (Answer to Question 29) for half an hour
was an extremely grave error of Jjudgment. X

O=o The answer to Question 137 1s not understood, an escort
group unhampered by a convoy should use every endeavour to
attract, seek out and destroy U-boats.

{ FLAG OFFICER

MAY 22 1044 :

Ref. 0kQ.- 4120 T

NEWFOUNDLAND FORCE (J M. Rowland )
A/CAPTAIN, R.C.N.
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% At 2343P (3 minutes later) course was altered towards

o' VALLEYFIELD. At 2345 RADAR reported echo growing fainter and

caleium flare was observed in the water, which was at first

i tgought to be VALLEYFIELD answering GIFFARD's V/ 8 signal,
GIFFARD steamed towards flare, still trying to ralse VALLEYFIELD
by V/8 & R/T, but thils was abandoned at 2354P. 4&n R/T signal
was received from H,M,C.S, EDMUNDSTON who had heard GIFFARD
attempting to raise VALLEYFIELD asking "are you in RADAR contact
with VALLEYFIELD". GIFFARD’s reply was a signal to all ships

O001P) "close me"., Followed0OO8P by “VALLEYFIELD torpedoed”,

At this time EDMUNDSTON was the nearest escort and his range
and bearing weére passed to him =~= 340° 7 miles (GIFFARD's
0013P refers)., GIFFARD's 070315Z Priority Bmergency was then
made to St, John's Naval W/ Station, this being the nearesf
operational authority (MVALLEYFIELD torpedoed and sunk 046
03 minutes north and 052" 24 minutes west").

7 R

D= The Commanding Officer, GIFFARD considers that an
immediate reconstruction of the tragedy is very necessary, and
here it is based on first hand information from survivors which
included VALLBYFIELD's A/ Control Officer, Lieutenant C,I. R.
Tait, R.C.N.V,R. who was on the brid ge, the Navigating Officer
Lieutenant J,H. Warren, R.C.N,V.R., who was in the Chart Room
and various key ratings who were on watch, but whose names are
not readily available-ss all survivors are in hospital and should
not at this moment be harrassed by further qu@stigningc It was
& Glear bright moonlight night, the moon bore 180" which means
exactly astern and was almost full. Due to the close proximity
of icebergs of all sizes all lookouts were right on their toes,
In VALLEYFIELD the A/S Control Officer noticed the oscillator
pointer of the Captain's beaping indicator suddenly steady on a
relative bearing red 65 (296 (T) ), and heard a ticking noise
| similar to an echo soumder but faster. He asked the Asdlc
Operator what he had and even as the Operator replled, the :
Torpedo struck the port side amidships, The Operator on H/F D/F
Watch picked up the tail end of a signal off frequency, tuned it
in, and was torn from his set by the explosicn even as he
|  attempted to report it, VALLEYFIELD broke in half immeddiately,
|  the bow and bridge settling rapidly and disappearing altogether
| in two minutes. By some miracle a few men escaped from the

forward messdecks. To those who remain®%including our very

fine Senlor Officer, whom we affectionately called “a brain”

the end must have been mercifully swift, those men on watch in

the boiler rooms would have died on the instant and never known

anything; similarly all those immediately over and next to the
explosion would have been instantly killed. Among these was

Surgeon Lieutenant C,E, Irvine, R,C.N.V.R., who had nursed the

Commanding Officer, GIFFARD through an illness all the way across

the North Atlantic and been +transferred from GIFFARD to

VALLEYPIELD 53 hours previously. The Commanding Officer, GIFFARD

having then been permitted to get out of bed for the flrst time.

"rhe doe™ had transferred to attend an urgent case 1in VALLEYFIELD

and this very fine Officer conscilentious ® a degree, had decided

to sleep in the Sick.Bay with his patient, Fe died therefore in

a manner which does credit to the highest trsditions of his

profession. _ :
The stern of the ship floated but was practically
a wash for two or three minutes more txm disappeared, No depth
charges exploded two S,T,'s having rendered all charges safej
this 1s considered to be a splendid show, particulsrly since by
doing so they were unable to get cleanr and so by giving up
their own lives they preserved the lives of their brothers-in-arms
floating in the water. It must be rememberec that the depth of

S ‘ . g
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the water was 45 fathoms and depth charges exploding in thils
_shallow water would have wrought havoc: perhzps even to those
intent upon their rescue, The names of these two S5S,T.s will I
hope be available later from survivors now in hospltal. In the
passing of our @enior Officer the North Atlantic lost a fine

-

escort Commander and we, who knew him, lost a friend,

6~ It so happened that GIFFARD was first on the spot and
since circumstances had combined to place her first in possession
of the complete pictiure, while the other vessels were returning
at ‘top speed, GIFFARD assumed command,

GIFFARD first steamed past the survivors, naving :
streamed "CATS" previously and carried out a short Asdic and
RADAR search in an unsuccessful attempt to locate the enemy,
meanwhile detailing by signel. the other ships of the Group to
positions from which to carry out "observant", . A4 more extensive
search could only have bheen made by GIFFARD at the expense og ;
valuable lives in the water, the tempersture of which was 32~ f,
and it was crystal clear that any rescue work undertaken would. have
to be done immediately and the consequent stopping of engines
with attendant risk of destruction by torpedo accepted. V

GIFFARD informed all ships of her intentions to pick
up all survivors and the following precautions were taken.
EDMUNDSTON whe also wished to pick up survivors was requested
to lower his seaboat only, instrueting it to bring any survivors
found to GIFFARD ( all relevant signals are attached), This he
did and then all shilps except GIFFARD proceeded to hunt. GIFFARD
then double-barked all lookouts and kept either her bow or her
stern pointed towards the moon throughout so that her silhouette
would be a small target as vossible, A/S and RADAR carried out
All-round sweeps. Float after floav was closed, the first survivors
being pilcked ug at 0010P. 7th May. g -

The work of rescue was made immessurably difficult hv
the great quantities of oil which survounded and covered the envire
scenej even the first survivors picked up were practically incapable
of helping themselves since they were incapable of obtaining ilrm
holds anywhere and the later survivors were in a state which
practically amounted to paralysis. The answer was obvicus and
GIFFARD'5 men needed neither instruction nor explanationj over the
gside they went on to floats and rafts working sometimes, partly

jmnersed themselves until the - re in almost the same state as the
survivors and had to be hau’ soard numbed and as heavily
coated irith fuel oil as ar .~ else, it being almost impossible

to distinguish survivors rirom rescuers in appearance, GIFFARD's
decks, alleyways and messdecks soon bgcame a mass of fuel oil and
hands were detailed to spread sand. Throughout the entire proceel-
ings all engaged on rescue work displayed a splendid spirit and
the survivors themselves (thoge of them who could speak) proved

by their questions and comments that any thought of self was
furthest from theilr minds. The most oft repeated remark was
“where is the Captain?" or "have you got the Captain yet?",

There was scarcely a man picked up who did not ask this. Tt

would appear that Lieutenant Commander D.T, English, R,C,N.R.

had been seen clinging to a float but it is clear that he. was

in poor shape when last seen and undoubtedly succumbed in the
water, WNo finer tribute than that contained in the remarks of

his own men could be or has been paid to any Captain of one of

1is Majesty's Ships. At such a time when all present proved
themselves worthy of wearing His Majesty's uniform it is difficult
in the extreme to observe individual acts oif' distinctlon since
everyone was willing and eager; yet there are somé instances

which must not be allowad to pass without comment, GIFFARD'S
Officers digplayed both energy and initilative taking charge of
various parties of men, One Officer, Lieutenant R.J. Flitton,
R.C.N.V.R, taking away the dinghy and recoverirng no less than eight
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survivors returning alongside only when exhausted covered with
0ll and almost unable to hold on to the ocars. O@emofvgg22§0at:9
crew Stoker First Class R, Coleman, R.C.N.V.R./doéldg Trbjan work

and by his untiring efforts in the boat and afterwards onboard
contributed in no small measure to the success of the boat's venture
and alko setting throughout an inspiring example of cheerfulness

and tenacity which his shipmates were not slow to remark on.

The Leading Sick Berth Attendant, 4, Bailey, O.N, V2934
R.C.N,V.R, particularly distinguished himself, this being his first
voyage at sea. His untiring efforts throughout the night resulted
in no survivors being placed on the dangerously ill 1list on
admittance to hospital. Practically every survivor was a stretcher
case and two were found to be dead as they were lifted aboard,
three others passing away within a few minutes of their being
rescued; these were amongst the last to be picked up. This rating
is highly recommended, Fi

Chief Petty Officer J, Armitage, O.N, V3260, R.C.N,

proved the pillar of strength to the First Lieutenant throughout,

taking over job after job, handling all efficiently and setting

a splendid example to the men, His initiative and leadership during
the operation and throughout the ensuing night have commanded

the admiration of all onboard. The First Lieutenant, Lieutenant
G.H. Patterson, R.C.N,V,R. was never at a loss and in multipilicity
of jobs which followed almost disproved the old saying that a man
canrot be in two places at once.

fble Seaman G. MacDonald, O.N, V32867, R.C.N.V.R. and
Leading Air Fitter E. Grimstead, O,N. F/X 99990, R,N,V.R., the
latter borne for nassage were amongst those who went over the side
without a ‘second’s hesitation and set a magnificent example which
others were not slow to follow, These signs of leadership are
most - strongly recommended by the Commanding Officer.

Cne cther rating who was a survivor deserves special
mention, He is Able Seaman J. BAULNE, O,N, V6893, R,C.N,.V,R, and
was Observed alongside with about seven other survivors. He remained
in the water disregarding all offers to bring him onboard until
he was certain all his shipmates had been saved and there were
no other survivors in or near the float. Such an act calls for
endurance and pluck of no mean order. Indeed throughout the whole
period of rescue such remarks as this were often heatrd, "never
mind me just ndw, grab so and so" and "I'm alright for a while
get so and so", '

7= At 0200P, 7th May GIFFARD's search for survivors was
complete and it is considered thet there were no others in the
water, However GIFFARD's dinghy was caui adrift at the datum point,
it being considered that there might conceivably be some one who
might make such shelter as it provided. The possibility is most
remote.

GIFFARD then made a signal instructing the remaining ships
continue to search for the enemy while GIFFARD proceeded to St.
John's, Newfoundland with all possible dispatch, Since some of the
survivors were in poor shape, Chief E,R.A, W. Bond, O,N. V12077,
R.C.N.V.R. was requested to do his best with the engines, &
considerable number of defects made high speed a . cause for
anxiety but the Engine Room staff produced no less than 184
revolutions until our arrival off 5t, John's. Engine Room personnel,
though mostly out of sight and doing a job which is often unspect-
acular are the very back-bone of any ships efficiency and nothing
gave the Commanding Offlcer greater confidence than the knowledge
that all would be well below.

£.Cos ot

Commanding Cfficér,
HoM:C:S. GIFFARD,
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.. Copy of Navgl Messages

To: All Ships

Iceberg bearing 055 degrees distance

System P/L_Code_or Cypher

2410 CEC

Giffard

/=5mdd

Froms Glffard
Unicentified Aircraft detected by Radar hes
12 miles
01552

CEC

Valleyfield : ' From: Giff

=

:I'_" {

. mad

after

e af
torpedoeing)

Is there anything wrong
Called from 0245° till 0254°
This message was not passed - could not raise Valleyfiecld

F.C. 75wl

Giffard Eémundston

Bre you in

P/L 7= Gmbd

Halifax Edmunaston Frontenac Frons Giffard

Close me
03012

/L
A1l Ships

Valleyfield torpedoed

P.C. 7w 5uld

ffard Edmundston
Returning to last known position '

P/L 03112 L.H.




Tos

P

TOP SECRET

BT oy - [
_Messgres

EBdnundston Fromg Giffard
ot bear 240 deirees 7 miles
D313%
em _P/L_Cpde or Cypher TOR IOD Operator :

8t., John's llaval ¥/T Station Proms Giffard

] . B 1 3 = D R 1 T o 3~ A T
Valleyfield torpedoed and sunk 046° 03' N 052° 24 W

Ke/s 3 DEEQ T-ﬁ-gd
e M des b s map e Wi ke eeaile e s, M ses M

L-461 ; Intercept Group
Inportant 26

Cl (R) FONF NSHQ From: C in CCNA&

Your 06 23464cdvise position, course and speed of
224 and tima you Getached, 2
702152
Cypher 0420 Campbell
McGuigan TS =b i

T I .

811 Ships From:
o 2 Giffard

Am picking up survivors
FC. 02292 L.H,

e ww s G WA s Sk S mes e e W sme  mAd mme s mee e

- 4 i &

~J]
#
(4
Wi

.
1

Edmund ston From: G

A1Igr

e
L & 1

Picking up survivors carry out observant

1t P/L 0230% 7~Gath

e s e e e G mw wEe s RS e e @ mms G e s e

-

Frontenac (R) Halifax From: Giffard
You be 0 deprees 70600 yds Halifax 002 degrees

dant c:de 03362 L H: TmHwdd

Giffard From: EBEdnundston
ecomliopg In to pick up survivors.

Woulc rather you lowered a boat and carried osut
observant

1% P/L 0345Z 03502  R.C. 7 Gl

-~ e e - e R e e T T
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T0P SHECRZT

COPY OF NAVAL MESSAGHS .

TO: All Ships : FROM: FEDMUNDSTON .

Good hedgehog attack resulls.

System P/L Code or Cyphor Time of Operator Date
R/T CEC & P/L _Despatek Teb
0405
| 1,464 Lntergipw Group
IMMEDIATE %
TO: CL W2(R) CinCCNA NSHG FROM: FONF

Commence cperations qALIJTON JdLnb 046° 03'N, 052° 24'W
&3 datum point.

070403z
Cyphering Recyphering | Initlals of Time of
or Codink or Recoding. Cypher or Coder. _receipt Date
Cypher - A Campbell, McGuigan 0220 v/6/44
TO: GIFFARD ; FROM: FRONTENAC

Intend screening and hunting.
- 04032z

System P/IL Code or Cypher Time of Receipt . Operator De.te

System P/L Code or Cypher Time of receipt Operator Date

R/T F/C ZAT 1 #7% . S b
Me too.

System P/L Code or Cypher Time of Receipt  Operator DATE

R/T P/L 0417z i1.H. ub

TO: FRONTENAC FROM: HALIFAX.

Am carrying out observenit

0410z

e e o

R/T 2.C. 0412z L.H. T o




TOP SECRET

e e e g

COPY OF NAVAL MESSAGES

. TO: HALIFAX FROM: GIFFARD.

Am picking up survivors carry out observant round me.

System P/L Code or Cypher - Time of recelpt - Operator Date -
"Light P/L 0415z R.C. 7 5-de

e T L

IMMEDIﬁTg

TO: FONF (R) CinCCNA, NSHQ, E.G. FROM: S.0.EC W2

I~ a

My position, course and speed 0450 33" 053°%a4 035714"

Q704302
Book or Table to be ussd for

Gyphering or Coding Recyphering or Initials T.O.R.
Code ecoding or cypherer 0707102 /5
K or coder Fih™
TO: GIFFARD FROM: HALIFAX.

On completion of OBSERVANT shall I screen youo

OQGQZ
System P/L Code or Oypher  17.0.R.  Operator_ De.te
R/T F.C, 0452z j 159 75

' IMMEDIATE .

TO: NBEW GLASGOW (R) EDMUNDSTON,C1,W2 FROM: FONF
CinCCNA, NSHQ.

Proceed with upmost despatch to }o'n groupg Cl and W2
conduct operation SALMON with 046 O3l 052 24W as datum polnt.
EDMUNDSTON S.0.

- 070437

Book or table to be used for
CypleAng or coding  Recypher oy PBCoico
Cypher A

‘Date  17-5

L e T

T0:. BHALIFAX FROM: GIFFARD.

Join EDMUNDSTON to contlnue search I am returning ©o
St. John's wlth survivors.

O.—,ng
R/ F.C., 7.0.D. 0503 L.H. 17-5
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. REPORI OF SINKING OF H.M.C.S. "VALLEYFIELD", 6TH MAY '44.

Escort Group C-1 consisting of H.M.C.S. "VALLEY-
FIELD" (S.0.), H.M.C.S. "FREDERICTON", H.M,C.S. “HALIFAX",
H.li.C.8. “"GIFFARD", H.M.C.S. "FRONTENAC" and H.M.C.S.
"EDMUNDSTON", sailed 27th April, 1944, fron Londonderry to
escort ONM.234. |

Convoy escorted without incident until "FREDERICTON"
was ordered to detach and proceed independently to St. John's
with one straggler. On May 4th, convoy encountered heavy fog
which lasted until the morning of lMay 6th. 2 rendezvous was
effected at noon of the 6th May with Local Escort Group.

-1 then proceeded independently to St. John's. Escorts were
disposed in line abreast two miles apart, speed 12 knots, in
the following order: H.M.C.S. "HALIFAX", H.M.C.S. "FRONI-
ENAC, H.M.C.S. "VALLEYFIELD", H.M.C.S. "GIFFARD" and HMCS
WEDMUNDSTON", Ships were zig-zagging in accordance with
Zigzag Diagram No. 10 on a mean course of 001 (T). Throughout
the day escorts were exercised in various evolutions by
Commander Byron, K.N.R. (8.0.). A1l evolutions were completed
by 1930 Convoy Time (plus 3). - 4t 2030 (plus 3), ceased
zigzagging and steered mean course, Weather ‘conditions at

the time of attack - bright moonlight, clear sky, no sea,
slight swell. Visibility - 8 miles. Slight wind from the
southwest force 2. C.A.T.S. had not been streamed until time
of torpedoing by any escort. Radar was sweeping beam to beam
through the bowj; A/S sweeping 60° to 800 relative, range

of the day - 3000 yards, conditions excellent.

Encountered H.M.C.S. “TIMMINS" and H.M.C.S. "AGASSIZ"
carrying out an A/S sweep at approximately 2100 (plus 3.
Lbout fifteen minutes later one L.L. Fitted Aircraft passed
one mile astern of H.M.C.S. "VALLEYFIELD". '

At 2130 (plus 3) the first ice was sighted and
various iceberg contacts were reported throughout the evening.
At 2340 (plus 3) fast, quiet ticking hydrophone effect was
heard by Lieutenant Tate, R.C.N.V.R., Officer of the Watch,
through the A/S Loudspeaker bearing Ked 60, A/S Operator
was ordered to investigate from 2500 to 2900, Duty S/D Russ
commenced investigation when torpedo struck port side midships.
The ship immediately broke in half at No. 2 Stoke Hole and
the forward part of the ship rolled to starboard. "Action
Stations" was immediately rung and the Officer of the Watch
endeavoured to ring up the Engine Hoom to tell them to get out.
Two rings were heard on the "Action Stations" bell before the
power failed. v answer from Engine Room. The ceaptain and
the Navigating Officer reached the bridge from the Chart
Room wWithin 6 seconds of the explosion. The Captain ordered
"ian boats and carley floats". The forward part of the ship
then rose and began sinking vertically. The ship was aband-
oned without aprarent panic. leanwhile, after part of the
shipbegan to slide under, forward part foremost. It is estim-
ated that the forward half of the ship sank within two minutes
and the after part within six minutes. There was only one
survivor from the after part. It Is considered that a large
percentage of the crew were unable to reach the deck. Signal-
man Hammick released the only available carley float. ‘bout

- three others were blown clear. Survivors held on to hammocks,
kitbags, etc., until such time as they reached carley floats,

There were no underwater explosions heard nor did
the boilers blow after the initial explosion. Depth charges
had been set to "safe", primers - home. 1t was later rep-
orted that two Seaman Torpedomen were See€n going aft to
withdraw primers. This would contribute to the absence of




.i.;lgpth_chal_‘ge explosions. The two Seaman Torpdoman were not
identified and were not among the survivors.

HoM.C.8¢ PGIFFARD" closed and circled the wreck for
possible sign of U-Boat, then commenced picking up survivors,
Remeinder of ships carried on operation "observant".

Leading Telegravhist Daley rerorted when in HMCS
nGIFFARD" that a close transmission had been heard by H/F D/F
a few moments before torpedo struck. Only the last few groups
were heard before control gave QSA 5 (I hear you Strength 5).
'he U-Boat:. was transmitting off frequency. Operator Daley
was pnable to obtain a bearing but was about to 'phone the
bridge when the torpedo struck.

Great credit is due to H.M.C.S. “GIFFARD" for 1its
fine work in picking up survivors and for the way in which
they were loocked after on board.

e regret deeply the loss of our Claptain, Lieut-
enant Commander English, our Senior Officer, Jommander Byron,
R.C.N.R., and our fellow Officers and men. They were fine
leaders and good shipmates.

Signature: .. .;.4?&@%3?7?.....;.
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LIEUTENANT J. RUSSEL-BROWN, ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL VOLUNTEER
RESERVE OF H.M.C.S. EDMUNDSTON.

The following is my statement relevant to the loss
of HM.CeSe VALLEYFIELD, having in mind the provisions of
King's Regulations and Admiralty Instructions, Article 488(9).

I was in charge of the middle watch aboard H.M.C.S.
EDMUNDSTON at 0235%Z on Sunday morning, 7th May, 1944,

At 0235 I heard an underwater explosion on an approximate
bearing of 2700, our course was 001°, speed 13 knots,

line abreast H.M.C. Ships HALIFAX, FRONTENAG, VALLEYFIELD,
GIFFARD and EDMUNDSTON 2 miles apart. I took the

explosion to be a depth charge. The explosion was reported
to me by the signalman, A/S on duty and lockouts as depth
charge.

At 0245Z, RADAR operators reported being unable to pick
up H.M.C.S. VALLEYPIELD but reported last bearing as 230°;,
10,000 yards.

While conducting RADAR search for VALLEYVFIELD, RADAR
reported H.M.C.S. GIFFARD still in station and I could
see GIFFARD through the bincculars but was unable to
see VALLEYFIELD who was four miles distant.

RADAR then ‘reported GIFFARD dropping astern her station
at which time I called the Captain to give a report of
proceedings. While at the same time GIFFARD was trying
to contact VALLEYFIELD by R/T as was EDMUNDSTON and
FRONTENAC without success.

The Captain ceme to the bridge immediately and took
charge of subsequent proceedings.

At 0255Z with the Captain in charge, we altered course \r
to 270° to proceed to join GIFFARD. The weather
throughout the entire watch had been calm and clear, with_
a high, brilliant moon about 350 on the port bow.

On taking over the watch I was made aware of the fact that
there was & submarine within 150 miles range of us.

e, Wi s b
réw(f Ner vR

(J. Russel-Brown), g
LIEUTENANT, R.C.N.V.R.

Statement made in the presence
of Lieutenant-Commander F. Gerity,
R.C .N.R.

Witness




SECRET

9th May

D1 ars ceonhlo XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX in . the .conference rogm
of the New Administration Bldg., St. John's,Newfounaland, at 1430
xx .10th May, 1944

" Acting.Captain.S.W, Davis, R.C.N..(Zy)
"AVALON"
ttending the loss of H.M. C.8. "VALLEYFIELD“ ‘and

the deatnp ana 1njuries of certain Officers and Ratings on board
the said snip at the time,

The orizinal report is sent herewith for the nurpose of the

1nqu1rj and 1s to be returned with the rcoort of the board, together
with thls memorandum.

ile ron the, office. of
Captain (D) Newfoundland

Acting Capt. S.W.Davis, R.C.N. (Ty)
of H.M.C.S. "AVALON"
Lt.Car. W.G.Ross,R.C.N.V.R. (Ty)
of H.M.C.S. "AVALON"
Acting Li.CAr. F.O. Gerity,R.C.N.R.(Ty) FLAG OFFICER EWFOUNDLAND .

0f HoM.C.S. "AVALON"




. The Flag Officer Newfoundland,
: ST, JOHN'S,
Newfoundland,
FONF. 60-4.
24th December, 1943,

MEMORANDUH.
BOARDS OF ENQUIRY

In amplification of the instructions given in paragraph
1 of Form S.1360, I wish to bring to the notice of officers
concerned my views on the conduct of Boards of Engquiry.

25 The task of a Board of Enquiry is usually to inves-
tigate some occurrence which has been brought about by a
failure of personnel, m: ' :rial or organisation, The main object
of the investigation is to obtain such information as will enable
us to guard against a repetition of the same, or a similar,
occurrence, Thls means that we must find out who, if anyone, was -
responsible for the failure and whether the fault lies inside or
outside the ship itself; it may be with some authority or depart-
ment, or civilian firm, or some individual in the ship,

3. Unless specifically so ordered it is not the duty of a
Board of Enquiry to propose disciplinary action but, for the
reasons given above, it is essential that their Finding should
specify in detail what persons in the ship (under the general
responsibility of the Commanding Officer) were responsible for
what happened and the precise degree in which each acted in-
correctly or failed to act, This is a matter which is frequently
glossed over or not clearly pressed to a definite conclusion; it
is, however, important that he who has failed should be left in no
doubt how and where he went wrong, so that he may profit by the
experience and act corrcctly on a future occasion. If on the other
hand the Board reach the conclusion that no person in the ship was
in any way responsible for the occurrence they must clearly state
this opinion in their-Finding,

4, It is directed that members of Boards of Enquiry investig-
ating acecidents, losses of stores, &c., before coming to any
conclusion which imputes blame to any person, should consider
carefully:-

(i) Whether his apparent fault was due to negligence
or inexpe  "ance or both,

(1i) Whether, having regard to his previous expericnce
in similar operations, it was reasonable to
entrust him with that particular duty,

The Board's opinion on these points should be included in
their Finding.

2509 2:,
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9. It is also an important part of the duty of every
Board of Enquiry to make rccommendations for the future
prevention of similar occurrences,

54 The President of each Board of Enquiry convened in
this Command will be furanished with a copy of this memorandum
attached to Form §,1360, both of which are to be inecluded in
the minutes,

/X Specific attention is drawn to:

Naval Order 1730
Naval Order 2658
Naval Order 2251
Naval Order 3074

Re: Admissable Evidence.

Re: HMedical Officers' Evidence.
Re: Correct Names,

Re: General Directions,

e TE3 (i

: e
- B g™ :
f_fu.flﬁ/;zk“/ﬁ;/,
fc.R.H. Taylof)

Commodore, R,C.N,,
FLAG OFFICER NEWFOUNDLAND,




= S, 1820H
15,000M-5-42 (4534)

® NAVAL MESSAGE

To: FONF From: GIFFARD

EMERGENCY

VALLEYFIELD torpedoed and sunk 046 03 N 052 24 W.

TOO 07 0315z/5/44

GRS, 11

NO FLEET CODE

W/T 7 Rec'd by St. John's.

DAW

DIST. 1,4,5,9,60

TOR 07 0329z: TOC 07 0350z

Passed tc NSHQ & CINCCNA AT 07 0345z
Rec'd over LOVE B'cast at 07 0557z
DIST: 1L 4 5 9 60



S. 1320H

® NAVAL MESSAGE S

To: ponF (R) CAPT (D) From: ¢ TpRARD

SECRET

14 stretcher cases & bodies., Request permission to enter,

TOO 07 1215/5/44

P/L
DAW
DIST. L 4 5 9 60.



zs,nf?:-‘ml—?-?g?ms‘n
® NAVAL MESSAGE
To: FONF (R) C IN C CNA CONNAV ADMIRALTY From: gyes GIFFARD

ACIC C IN C WA NSHQ CAPT.(D) ARGENTIA
COM (D) WA HQCC

SECRET IMMEDIATE

Have picked up 48 survivors 5 desd. Some in bad
shape., Returning St, John's Nf'ld. forthwith, Have detailed
HMCS EDMUNDSTON HMCS HALIFAX FRONTENAC to continue search.

My position course and speed 46° 03'N 52° za' W, 00u° 12.75.

TOO O0Q705112/5/44

Gr. 90

NC A

w/T

Dist. 1,4,5,9,60

TOR 0706182 TOC 070635%Z
Rec'd by St, John's W/T
Diat: . 1469 60




To:

s. 1320 H
i3 15000M-4-43 5328-9-30)
' N. 5. 615-8-1320-H.

NAVALZMESSAGE

From:

FONF

C;?UCNA (R) NSHQ FOR APPROVAL
TOP SECRET

FROM PRELIMINARY INTERROGATING SURVIVORS IT APPEARS VALLEYFIELD WAS
TORPEDOED AT 0210 7TH MAY AMIDSHIPS THE PORT SIDE AND BROKE IN
HALF, THE BOWS SINKING IN ABOUT THREE MINUTES AND THE STERN
APPROXIMATELY FIVE MINUTES LATER. GROUP WAS IN LINE ABREAST,

SHIPS TWO MILES APART, VALLEYFIELD CENTRE SHIP, ZIG 2AG WAS
NEGATIVED AT 01C0O/7. UNIDENTIFIED H.E, RESEMBLING PORPOISE

NOISES WAS HEARD BEARING RED 60 IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO EXPLOSION.
WEATHER CLEAR BRIGHT MOONLIGHT U-BOAT BELIEVED TO HAVE FIRED

FROM UP MOON POSSIBLY OUTSIDE OF WING SHIP. ONLY OFFICER SURVIVORS

LIEUT., J.H. WARREN AND LIEUT. C.I.P. TATE.
TOO 07 1625z/5/44

TOC 07 1702

DIST. 1 4 5 9 60




To: qgceNa (R)

® i @iz
NAVAL MESSAGE

CONNAV ADMTY ACIC CINCWA
NSHQ FONF CAPT.(D) ARGENTIA HMCS EDMUNSTON
COM (D) WA HQCC CAPT (D) NFLD.

From:

SECRET IMMEDIATE

Explosions heard at 0255 and VALLEYFIELD subsequently missed. On

closing position A/S contact to having mor ement and doppler this

contact was

attacked with hedgenog at 0557 in 50 fathoms of water

and resulting explosions occurred too early to have been from

bottom. Contact gained later and attacked with hedgehog proved

by debris to be VALLEYFIELD and FRONTENAC carried out observant

until W-2 group joined. My 070811z not to all addressees refers.

All times GMT

REC'D BY ST

. JOHN'S TOO 07 1254z/5/44

GRS 117 NC S T/P
BR. DIST 1 4 & 9 60
TOR 07 L1756z TOC Q07 1815z




P e o & @i
NAVAL MESSAGE

i I :
Fo: P¥ 11 EG C 5 EG W 7 (R) AIG 375 ™ NSHQ

SECRET EMERGENCY

BY D/F of 117 group enigma message at 1612z on 10935 kec¢/s

U-boat (German) in 43 20' N 55 30' W accuracy 60 miles.

TOO 09 1645z/5/44
GRS 47 NC S T/P
BR., DIST., 1«5 9 11 16 22 27 60

TOR 09 1732z TOC 09 1750Z



= e o W 1"“?§§}%X”
NAVAL MESSAGE
From:

To: ., (R) CAPT, D ST, JOHN'S W 11 HMCS EDMUNDSTON

SECRET e IMPORTANT

Area searched and wreck located., Soundings taken,

No evidence of S/M now proceeding ST, JOHN'S NF.

TOO 09 1636z/5/44

BRS. 32 NC A W/T 31
REC'D BY ST, JOHN'S NF
BR .« DIST, 1=517"90 13 222760 16

TOR 09 1731z TOC 09 1746z




- @ ® . ® ¢

NAVAL MESSAGE. S 1320

500M-8-42 (5810)
N.S. §15-9-1820 i,

To: CINCWA (R) FONF NSHQ ADMTY FROM: (CINCCNA

TOP SECRET

Following 1s a resume of facts reference sinking of VALLEYFIELD.

2.

Ships were in line abreast two miles apart positions from
port to starboard, Halifax, Frontenac, Valleyfield, Giffard,
Edmunston. Course 003 degs. 15 knots.

Ships were not zigzagging cats were not streamed, Trans-
mitting watch was being kept investigating are 250-290,
VALLEYFIELD was torpedoed port side amidships at 0210 7th
May. H.E. was heard in VALLEYFIELD bearing red 60, 20
seconds before explosion, Ship broke in half bows sinking
in two minutes stern in about five after primers withdrawn.
EDMUNSTON closed position gained contact with mor ement and
doppler and carried out attack with HH at 0557 in 50 fathoms,
Resulting exploslion considered too early to have been bottom.
Another contact attacked later proved by debris to be wreck
of VALLEYFIELD,

First contact considered by EDMUNSTON to have been submarine.

HALIFAX and FRONTENAC carried observant around EDMUNSTON,
GIFFARD picked up survivors and proceeded ST, JOHN'S.

TOO 09 1517z/5/44

GRS 265 GY X FO
BR. DIST. L 4 60 chits.
TOR 09 18bobz TOC 09 2005z
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NOTICE

1. The BRANCH SECRETARIAT must be mIormed when you
pass a file by hand. ﬂ _-

|
:
2. Secretariats or File Rooms must inform Central Registry oy . ki
C.R. Pass Slip when a file is passed from hand to hand from COREE ,!?, -
bests _ one Branch Secretariat to another. ' (e
3. Do not hold files longer: sh.an‘@otgtely necessagy. This ISI S *’ 3 -;
i’- what causes False Dockets. File$ are urgently required by 15
3 many Branches. If action cannot be taken inside of 43 hours SN Al
1 B.F. FILE. S S L N
L ¥ | : 3 ‘ ;
lF 4. Place file number on all outgoing letters. \‘ s,
-
i il . *
k 5. Send all incoming correspondence to Central Registry for Ui ilé‘a:
' . registration and filing BEFORE TAKING ACTION. ' D |y

|
- SHi 4
6. Do not pass loose papers. a js .

. Do not deface file covers.
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