‘WELCOME ABOARD’

HMCS OT TAWA




RINGRAPHY - COR K.C.E. BEARDMORE

Comeander K.C.E. Beardmare was born in 1946 at Fordingbridge
Mampshire, Britain and moved to Canada at the age of two. He entered
the Royal Canadian Mavy as a cadet in 1965 and served in HMCS JOM-
MITERRE. lpon completion of his traiming in 1966, Cdr Beardmore served
in HMCS AMNAPOLIS a2 assistant weapons officer and navigatina officer
until 1969, Cdr Beardmore also served as an instructor at Canadian
Farces Fleet School Halifax and as & staff officer at MWatiomal DNefence
Headauarters, Ottawa.

T 1970 and 1971 Cde Beardmore received specialist: training as
an operations officer: upom completion he served in HMC Ships MACKENZTE
and TER®A WOVA as operations officer. In 1979 Cdr Beardmore was app-
ainted Executive OFficer of HMLS ASSINIRNTME.

In 1931 he attended the Command and Staff College in Torontoe and
was subseauentlv appointed Commanding Nfficer of Camadian Forces Stat-
jon 5t. John's, Mewfoundland, a position he held until 2B June 1984,

fn 09 July 1984 Cdr Reardmore was appointed Commanding Nfficer
af HMCS NTTAHA.

Cdr Beardmore i3 married to Lawra (McClelland] and has two sons
Micholas and Christopher.



A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ROYAL CAMADIAM NAVY

Until 1910, Canada showed 1ittle interest in Waval affairs. But
on 04 May 1910, with a major conflict browing in Ewrope, the Canadian
government passed the Maval Service Act which gave birth to the Royal
Canadiam Mavy {RCH}. This new Mawy, which originally consisted of two
second=hand British cruisers and a handful of volunteers, reached a
strength of 9,000 afficers and men during the First World War.

Durfng the 1920°s, and most of the 1930's, the RCN was reduced
drastically and consisted of & mere token force. When Canada declared
war on Germany in September, 193%, the RCH consisted of & destrovers, &
mineswaepers, 2 training vessels and less tham 2,000 officers and men.
Therefore, the RCN immedfately embarked om & rapid expansion program,
commissioning . & American destroyers (including the First HMCS ANNA-
POLIZ} on lend-lease to Britafn, and reactivating the Canadian ship-
building industry. Canada’s Haval contribution to the Second Horld War
was a large one for a mation of 12 million people. Fram 13 ships in
193%, the RCH had grown to 400 ships with a strength of 95 750 offi-
cers, men and women by 1945. The RCH represented the third largest
allied Mavy 1n the Second World War.

Following the Second World War, the RCH adopted the primary role
of anti-submarine warfare [ASW), which it conducted during the United
Nations (UM} Operatfon in Eorea. Three Canadian destrovers served un-
dar UM command near Korea on a variety of missions.

In 1948, the goverament announced a program for the construction
of T new ASW destrover ezcorts called the 5t. Laurent class. The 7
Restigouche class destroyer escorts came next, followed by 4 MacKenzie

?Taigﬁgestruyer escorts in 1962 and 2 Annapolis class destrover escorts
n i

In 1965, the Canadian Army, MWavy and Afr Force reorganized into
3 functional commands; Force Mobile Command, Maritime Command and Afr
Command respectively. This was the first step towards unification
which was completed in 1968,

A11 services of the Canadian military are now called the Cama-
dian Armed Forces.

MARITIME COMMAND

The role of Marftime Command (MARCOM], based at Halifax, Hova
Scotia, is te provide an operational maritime force to meet Canada®s
defance committments. This ingludes:

d. surweillance and comtrol of Canadian territorial waters, ad-
Jacent ocean areas and the Arctic Archipelago:

b. defence af North America, in cooperation with Unfted States
Forces {NORAD);

¢. contribution to the Morth Atlantic Treaty Organization
{MATD); and

d. assistance to the UN and other international bodies.

veaf2

To meet these committments, Maritime Command's ships and Air
tommand's aircraft, under the operational control of Maritime Cormand,
operate from bases in Esouimalt and Halifax, as well as from statiens
as far north as Frobisher Bay and as far south as Rermuda.

These hases and units are comprised of dockyards, training
schonls, supply warehouses, offices, communications centres, and Haval
Reserve units. They provide support for an operational force of 20
destrovers, 3 suppart ships, 1 diving tender and 3 submarines. In add-
ition, there are 15 vessels located at Reserve training units on both
coasts plus 18 minor vessels Tocated st these Reserwve units all across

Canada.




THE HISTORY OF HMCS OTTAWA

Since 1910, when the Boyal Canadian Mavy [(RCM) was founded, men
from all across our nation have had the honour of serving in Canadian
warships = both abroad and in Canadian waters. Like the many dedicated
men who have served the Mavy, our ships have carried a proud tradition
from generation to generation.

The First OTTAWA was a River Class Destroyer, which was commis-
sioned into the RCW at Chatham, England on 15 Jume 15938, OTTARALL)
spent her short career escorting comvoys between England and Canada,
bt on the eve of 13 September 1942, she was torpedoed while under hard
rudder to avaoid a close auarters situation with 5T. CROIMN. A torpedo
had come from out of the darkness and exploded on her port bow., 077-
BAA(1) was badly disabled, with no bow, but sti11 aflgat. Twenty min-
utes Tater while stopped dead in the water, a second torpedo exploded
on the starbpard side of #2 boiler room, which caused OTTAMA{L} to
break in half and sink; taking alang &5 officers, including the Comstand-
ing Officer, and 109 men with her. OTTAMA{L)Y, who herself had seen
murergus other ships stricken in battle and who had rescued many crews
from a freezing death in the lorely waters of the Atlantic, had but a
handful of survivors of her own.

On 20 March 1943, the British destrover GRIFFIN was transferred
o the BCH for convoy duty, where she was repamed OTTAWA[2). ©On 08
July 1944, OTTAWALZ) and KODTEMAY were detached from a convoy £0 assist
the STATICE with 2 submarine contact off Beachy Head, Sussex. Az OT7-
AHA(2) swept through the area, she gained sonar contact and attacked
with depth charges. Shortly afterwards; & large amount of wood, cloth=
ing, oil and books appeared on the surface. Amongst the debris were
two German caps marked U=676. Similar battle action was encountered in
the fipal year of the 3Second World War, and post war inwvestigations
have credited OTTAWACZ) with two additional submarine kills; U=6Z1 and
L-9R4. At the end of the Second Warld War OTTAMA[Z) was declared sur-
plus and turned over to the War Assets Corporation for disposal.

Eleven years later, in 1956, a new Anti=Submarine Destroyer Es=
cort was commissioned OTTAWALS). She was the third of a pew generation
of ships to join the Capadian Fleet and like the rest of her class,
OTTAWALZ) was a1l Canadfan in concept and design. At the time of cons-
truction, she carried the most advanced eosuipment available for the de-
tection and destruction of submarimes. Since 1956, OTTAWA{3} has gone
throwgh many changes, alteraticns and extensive refits, to accommpdate
the rapid advances in Maritime Warfare. The most recent such refit was
completed im 1937 in Montreal. Since her commizsieoning in 1956, OTT-
BAA(3) has sailed in excess of ROD,000 miles anmd has visited over 350
ports in more than 40 countries throughout the world.

The Battle Honours awarded to an HMC 3hip bearing the pame 0O77-
BHA are:

. ATLAMTIC (1930-1944% for ocean escort duties

b. HORMANDY {1%44) for operation Heptune

t. EMNGLISH CHAMMEL (1944) for the destruction of U-678

d. BAY OF BISCAY {19494) for the destruction of U-621 and U-984

OTTRWALE]

The primary role of OTTAMA 1% Anti-Submarine Warfare [ASH). De=-
tecting and attacking the modern day submarine is a very complex oper-
ation, which requires a professional team of skilled and dedicated men.
To help in this detection, OTTAMA is equipped with four sonars, each
capable of both passive and active acowstics. One sonar, the variable
depth sonar [VD5), can be Towered to several hundred feet to detect
cubmarines below the ocean’s thermal Tavers. Once sonar contact iz
made, the attack 1is carried out using acoustic homing torpedoes or
clese range mortars.

In addition to her ASW capabilities, OTTAWA carries a 3"50 cal-
ibre qun forward. Due to its high rate of fire, this gqun was designed
primarfly for defence against low flying aircraft, but 1t is also quite
suftable for surface engagements and shore bombardment.

OTTANA has an overall length of 366', 2 beam of 42°, draws 1I7/%
to the propellors and displaces 3,000 tons. She also features the
rounded upperdeck contours and bow that are distinctive of the older
Canadian warship designs. This "round=down™ facilitates the removal of
radicactive fallout in the event that OTTAWA is required to transit an
area of nuclesr contamination. She i¢ capable of sailing for nearly a
month in such contamipated areas without danger to her Ship's Company.
The rounded contours and heated anchor pocket doors also help counter
fee accumulation, which i3 a problem encountered during the winter
months in the Morth Atlantic.

OTTAMA is powered by two steam turbines, capable of developing
30,000 shaft horsepower and speeds up to 28 knots. Shipboard electric
generators produce enough electricity to supply both heat and 1ight to
a town of 18,000 people. OTTAWA is completely afr conditioned, has her
own laundry, and contains many mechanical and electronic workshops.
the also has an administrative centre; which includes offices for fin-
ancial management, supplies and maintenance.

THE CREST

The design of the Ship"s Crest is derived from the unofficial
wartime badge of OTTAWA(1). The wavy white and blue represents the
Ottawa River, after which the ship is named, while the red background
represents the Indians (Redmen) who travelled that river. The gold
heawver at the centre of the crest is the national animal of Canada and
from this OTTAWA's motto "REGAE REVAEE" ("Eager Beaver" spelled back-
wards) is derived. According to the rules of heraldry, the two princ-
iple tolours in the crest, red and gold, should be the Ship's Colours.
Howaver, since the capital of Canada i5 situated on the Ottawa River,
the official ecolours of Canada, red and white, are used in preference.



THE SEA KING HELICOPTER

An integral part of OTTAWA's ASW team is her Sea King Helicop-
ter, which was inftially designed az an all-weather aircraft for both
shipborne and shore-based operations. Like OTTAMWE, the S5ea King haz
received several major conversions and is aquite capable of operating
independently, or as an extension of the ship. Her primary role 13
search and rescue (SAR), utility work, fisheries patrols and pollution
reporting.

The 5Sea King is powered by two gas turbfne engines and can fly
at speeds of 151 knots ahead, 30 knots sideways and 20 knots astern. A
normal crew consists of 2 pilets, 1 tactical navigator and 1 electronic
eystems operator. To carry out her roles the Sea ¥ing 1z equipped with
a tactical nawvigation set, a radar, a variable depth dipping sonar and
a rescue hoist. There are also 4 external weapen mounts that can carry
either torpedoes or depth hombs.

OTTAWA"'s Sea King helicopter, which & part of the HS 423 Squad-
ron based at CFE Shearwater, 1z quite capable of uphalding the squad-
ron's proud motto, "WE SEARCH AMD STRIKE".




