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Ships’ crews work to right the navy desiroyer Algongquin yesterday.

By RICHARD FOOT
Tha Dally News

Crew members of HMCS Algonguin
scrambled to save their ship from Ei.tllvl::in%
at its berth vesterday aflerncon at HM(
Dockyardin Halifax.

The Tribal-class destroyer, only recently
buck from a $£300-million refit, started tak-
ing on water during a routine incline experi-
mend, or list-trinl, to test the ship's reaction
to added weight, such as that of & helicop-
ter, being placed on one side of its deck

The trial was intended Lo heel the ship Lo
o -degree angle. But at 19 degrees, sea-
waler began pouring through the hull and

the Algonqguin n listing precariously on
its port side at 25 -
“I've never soen anylhing like this be-

fore, only in the movies,"” said Leading Sea-
man Dean Partridge, of HMCS Terra Novi.

Dockyard and Halifax fire crews and
crew members from the Algonquin and oth-
er warships gathered at dockside (o help as
navy lugs worked Lo n:#n the ship. As the
lest weights were ifted and water
i out of the bilges the ship gradually
regained an even kool

Destroyers such as the Algonguin type
can list without capsizing as much as 57 de-
mu on ﬂ‘me.m fast turns al sea and

bals are by g somewhat top-heavy
Although there were seamen living on
board at the time, there were no injuries or
structural damage, navy spokesmen said

Rumors blame shipyard

"We still have to sort oot what the exac
lem was,"' spokesman Capl. (N) Allan
lop said, “IU's not an embarrass-

ment , . . there was water ln the basement
nhielht' houseé wheére there shouldn't have
n'

Rumors circulated am the crowd ol
walching civilian docky workers that
MIL Davie Inc. of Lauzon, Que,, which re-
cently completed a four-year refit and mod-
ernization of the Algonguin, was to blame.
Workers said the shipvard i not
used to working to navy specifications

Divers looked for leak

“I was told they took the side out to re-
place the engines in it, and they didn't shore
the keel up enough," said David Adams, a
dockyard electrician. He explained if ihe
keel had not been supported firmly in dry
dock, it may have warped, allowing in wa-
Ler

While navy divers were looking for a
leak in the keel, Dunlop said he didn"t know
if the secidenl was a resalt of the refll, bul
he defended the Quebec shipyard,

*The workmanship at MIL Davie has
been just great. It's like any other vard: it's
a very complicated job, some things are
great, other things, hey, sorry, we need Lo
EhllTk this out, or redo that part," Dunlop
said.

One of the changes (o the Algonquin is iis
fuel tanks, which now fill up with water us
the fuel is burned Bofore the refit, the
tanks would remain empty, allowing water
to be pumped into one side as a way of con-
tralling the ship's balance.

“It would have been easler to deal with
the problem with the old system, but we
don't have an emply tank lo move waler
ballast into, 1o get heru e'.?" his i,

MIL Davie is also u‘ﬂr uled to refit Can
ada's three other 19708 Tribal destroyers,
with new engines, weapons, and sensor
equipment, as part of a 81 2-billlon update

The navy isn't sure what additional coals
there might be, or how long it will be before
thndﬂgnrqmn ts operational agaln, Dunlop
sai



