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Hen. G. R. Peorkes,
Minister of Motienal Delence.

) e commpsomng of HMCS Kooteway s an  important

e Occasion.  The muin purpose of the Roval Canadion Navy i 1o

'(r provide a strong anti-submarine force as part of our deterrent.  The
addition of HMCS Kootenay tw this force wall considerably increase
s eflectiveness,
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This shap provides a proud symbaol of the ability of our ship-
butlding indusiry 10 comstruct vessels recognired the world over as the finest of their kind, She
i now ready lor her task of helping 10 defend our coasts and sea lanes, The responsibility for
carrying oul this task rests on her ship’s company,

Conlident of their ability 1w do this. | extend o the Commanding Officer, officers and men,
my sincere good wishes for a happy commission and an experience rich in the rewards of
achwevement,

G. R. PEARKES,
Vinister of Navdonal Defence.
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CD, RCN, Chiel af the Novel Stai.

The commissioning of HMCS Koeteray is an occasion of pride
and satisfaction for the Royal Canadian Navy.

This new destrover escort s the first of the Restigouche class
e commissikon on the West Coast.  Like her sister ships, she &= a
valuable pcquisition to the Fleet,

The Nawvy must maintain a stromg anti-submarine force and
the Koewnay is a further expression of our imtention to carry out
thi= rale.

This new ship which we welcome as the latest additon 1o the lleet bears a proud name.  The
hrsl Kaoronav prn:'l.::l! Inir l.:up:lh:htm!c durmg Ihe Second World War, Her specesor will
undoubtedly carry the name with the same high sense ol purpose

To her Commanding Officer, officers and men, 1 extend my best wishes for the future as they
et oul now on the lirst age of what | confidently expect will be a happy and purposeful
commission,

H, G. DeWorr,
Fice Admiral, Chief of e Noval Staif.
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HMCS Kootenoy ot see during trials,

A CANADIAN ACHIEVEMENT

HMCS Kooteway & the fourth of the Restigouche class of destrover escort developed from
the 5. Leurent class and incorporating advances in armament and submarine detection capabilities,

The adviances embrace sonar, guns and homing torpedoes.  The new sonar is the product of
intemsive study and exhaustive trials carried out jointly by technical and stafl officers of the RCN
and scientists of the Defence Research Board,  In general, this new equipment s designed to
overcome the limitations imposed by unfavorable water temperatures, salinity and other conditions,
The new set also has a greater range than thase previously in use.

The Kooteway has a twin 3=inch 70 calibre gun mounted forward, replacing the 3-inch 50 calibre
gun with which the Sr. Lawrent class is equipped, The twin 3-inch 50 calibre gun aft has been
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retamed, but there are no Bofors closesrange weapons.  The J-mch 70 has a greater rate of fire
thin the 3-inch 50 calibre gun,

The Kevntenay carries homing torpedoes with improved capubilities 1o those fited in e
St Lawreni ¢lass,

Some change, 1o, has been made in the bridge structure, which now has wings, replicing
the pilotage position on top of the enclosed bridge found in the S, Laurenr class.

The Kootenay was laid down at the Burrard Dry Dock Company’s North Vancowver shipvard
on August 21, 1952 and launched on June 15, 1954, Her sponsor was Mrs. R, O, Campney,
the wife of the Honourable R. €. Campney. at that time the Associate Minister of National Defence,

The ship’s peacetime complement is 12 officers and 198 men.  She has an overall length of
366 feet. a beam of 42 feet and a mean drawght of 13.5 feet.  Her displacement is 2,900 toms,
Her twin screws are powered by peared steam turbines.  She has a speed of more than 25 knots
and a high degree of manoeuveability is provided by twin rudders,

She has been designed specilically to deal with the most modern submaning or ils successor
of the foresecable future under a variety of weather conditions, including the worst extremes of
the North Atlantic.

She is insulated and air-conditioned for both the fighting efficicncy and comfort of her
personnel.  Her rounded lines will counter ice formation and facilitate in countering the effects
of atomic fullout.  Her anchors are housed in recesses, equipped with manuallv.aperated doors
o reduce ice-forming spray.  The capstan, usually Jocated on the foos’le, is below decks.

Previous methods of ship-hondbng dunng sction hive héen  revolutionized by maodern
clectronic aids.  Complex radar and direction-finding equipment pierces through fog and darkness,
During action, the captain “fights™ the ship from the operations oom.  The wheelhouse is on
the upper deck, two decks below the bridge for reduced vulnerability during action,

CONSTRUCTION

Unit construction, incorporating a new Canadian fabricating technigue. has been employed
in this class of ship. Instead of building from the keel up. in the conventional manner, each
unit is construcied separately, then carried w the building ways 10 be positioned for final welding.

This method makes it possible for structural steel manufacturers o be given specific sections
1o fabricate at great speed.  Drawings are such that reference o the shipbuilder would, in these
cireumstances, be unnecessary,  The sections could be shipped to the shipyvard which would,
in cffect, become an assembly plant. A high production rate could thus be achieved in

an emergency.

The Kootenay is all-welded, with X-ray tests insuring against hadden defects. A Jurge quantity
of aluminum has been wsed in the ship's interior and superstructure for good stability and weight
reduction.




WEAPONS

Anti-submarine weapons are the principal ammament.  They include wo mortar mountings,
each capable of firmg three high explosive projectiles simulianeously and with grest accuricy
in any direction.

The morar is controlled by means of electronic apparatus which locates and tracks the
submarine and fircs the mortar at the correct moment. 1e ship s also equipped with homing
torpedocs which can alter course o pursue an encmy target aking evasive action on or below
the surface.

Other weapons include one twin 3-inch 50 calibre radar-controlied gun aft and one win
J-inch 70 calibre forward, each with an extremely high mate of fire. Primarily anti-aircraft
weapons, they can nevertheless be used effectively in surface action.

PROPULSION MACHINERY

The maotive power of the ship is provided by two mam wrbings and two cruising turbines
geared down to twin shafts. Hardened and ground pearing has been used, reducing substantially
both the gewring weight and housing dimensions,

Auxiliary machinery is powered either by turbines. electnicity or diesels.

The two water-tuhe boilers are of extremely compact design, with steam maintained at a
constant high pressure and temperature.  Remote and automatic controls are used o an extent
rarely found in a warship.

The boiler room, not being pressurized, can be sealed ol from contamination, like any othey
space in the ship.

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT

The Kootenay has electronic and electrical svstems more extensive und complex than those
carried in Second World War ships twice her size,

Nearly every function of the vessel, including those of armament, navigation, cooking.
ventilation, air conditioning and communications, is dependent on electrical power.

She has five penerators capable of producing 1,400 kilowatts. and capable of servicing o
city of 10,000, About 300 motors and moor generators provide the motive force for a wide
variety of equipment.  The ship's main electric power is alternating current.

ELECTRONICS

The Keoorenay has three radio rooms for transmitting and receiving on low, medivm, high.
very high and ultra-high frequencies, A fourth is equipped with direction-finding equipment.
A message centre is equipped with teletype, and a eryptographic room with coding devices.

The ship has radar systems for gunnery fire control, navigation, surface warning, air warning
and air early warning.  Submarine detection sets are of advanced design, including major
developments of Canadisn design.

For internal communications, she has 12 separate telephone systems, including lines for
docking ship, damage control, radar maimenance and fuelling at sea, and 12 sound browdeast
Systenms.

A Cianadiin-designed remote control system makes it possible to broadeast or receive from
any one o 28 positions throughout the ship.

HMCS Kootemoy durimg Fell pewer trials.
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DAMAGE CONTROL AND DECONTAMINATION

The Kootenay has an extensive damage control organization, with its centre linked by a
special telephone switchboard to strategic points in the ship.

To reduce danger of Rooding and 10 prevent contamination of the airconditioning system
by gus, bacteria or atomic fall-out, the hull has been built without scuttles. Those on the super-
structure are sealed and have light-weight aluminum deadlights Tor blackout pu . A bilge
suction main runs throughout the ship with suctions taken in hold and lower deck compartments
by four main pumps.  These pumps also provide pressure for a fire main which supplies fire
hydrants throughout the ship. Portable pumps are also provided at strategie points in the ship.
Paint is firc resistant.

The ship can be sealed against atomic, biobogical or chemical anack with provision for
recirculation of aw within the ship through the air conditioning plants,  Personnel who have
heen exposed can be decomtaminmled in enher of two ¢compartments, one located forward and
one aft,

The ship can be readily equipped for hosing down contaminated surfaces.

All compartments where men might be trapped have emerzency escape scuttles with jumping
ladders, supplemented by Kick-out pancls, as an alternate means of escape.

All damage control features of this ship are based on the particular hull form characienistic
which provides her with positive stabality under all conditions of damage which she can survive.
The importance of this feature i< that the ship will not under any conditions founder by capsizing
but will retain positive stability throughout damage,

LIFE SAVING AND MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

Carley floats and wooden rafts formedy used in most other ships have been replaced with
rubber rufts. These 20-man ralts influte outomatically on release into the sca.  In addition to
emergency rations, each raflt carries survival gear. collapsible bailers, sea anchor, Noating sheath
knife and plastic whistle.

The sick bay is comparable in size to that of a creiser.  There are [our berths, a bathroom.
an operating table with the latest-ivpe operating light, wellsstocked drug and medical lockers,
and diagnostic lacilities,

HABITABILITY

The Kootenay's men sleep in bunks with foam rubber maltresses. pillows and individual
reading lamps.  Aluminum clothes lockers and additional drawer space for personal belongings are
provided. as arc mirrors and electric shaving outlets.  Each living space has a recreational arca
for off-duty hours.

The officers” cabins, which also serve as offices, are arvanged for smgle and double occupancy.
except for one accommodating four junmior oflicers, The officers” wardroom has a pantry, dining
wom and lounge, complete with dummy fireplage and piano.  The commanding officer’s quarters
consist of a bedroom, bath, dmning-room and small lounge with dummy fireplace.

There is provision for cafeteria-style messing from o centrally located electnically-equipped
galley. The galley contains a bakery: sections for handling pastry, meat and vegetubles: a dairy
with fce eream and milk machinery: a dishwashing machine and garbage disposal unit.

The main dining hall, which can double as a cinema i the evenings, has fireproof tables,
a recreation space, cushioned chairs and a piane,  Lighting is fluorescent.  The chief and peity
officers huve a separate dining space nearby.

The ship has storage for 90 days” frozen provisions, compared with that for 14 days in
Second World War escort ships.



A cheek ol dinner ingradiants in the cafeterio
main galloy

Shig's personnc] cxomime port of the Twin
3-inch 30 colibre gen mounted afr.

The wheelhouse s located two decks below the
bridge to reduce vulnerobility dering oction.

The maoin switchboard, the eleetrical neme
ecarrs of the ship.
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1 500—Invited Guests Arrive,
1505—Guest of Honour and Official Party arnive. -:

THE COMMISSIO
ORDER Ol

Introduction by Commander (L) J. R. Allen, CD, RCN, Resident Naval Overseer, Vancouver.
Address by Burrard Dry Dock Company Litd,, representative.

Address by the Chief of the Naval Stafl (or his representative ).

Address by the Guest of Honour, The Hon. G. R. Pearkes, VC, MP. Minister of National Defence.

Acceptance of the ship by Rear Admiral (E) B. R. Spencer, CD, RCN, Chief of Naval Technical
Services.

Commissioning Scrvice conducted by the Rev, Dr. E. G. B, Foote, OBE, CD, RCN. Deputy
Chaplain General (P).

HYMN: Tune “Eternal Father Strong 1o Save™

O Father, King of Earth and Sca, And when at length her course is run,
We dedicate this ship 1o Thee: Her work for home and country domne;
In faith we send ber on her way, Of all the souls that in her sailed,
In faith to Thee we humbly pray.— Let not one life in Thee have failed.
O hear from heaven our sailor’s cry. But hear from heaven our saflors’ cry,
And watch and guard her from on high, And grant eternal life on high.
AMEN,

PSALM 107 (Verses 23 w0 31, 43) 1w be said responsively.
21 They that go down to the sea i ships, that do business in great waters.
24, These see the works of the Lord, and His wonders in the deep.
25. For He commandeth. and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves.

2. They mount up to the Heavens, they go down again to the depths; their soul is melted because
of trouble.

27. They reel 1o and fro. and stagger like o drunken man and are at their wit’s end.
28. Then they ¢ry unio the Lord in their trouble, and He bringeth them out of their distresses.
29. He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still.
1). Then are they glad because they be guiet: so He bringeth them unto their desired haven.
31, Oh that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and His wondrous works for the
children of men,
43, Who is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the loving-kindness
of the Lord.
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I530—Commissioning Ceremony.
l Guest of Honour and Official Party tour the
Ship, followed by Invited Guests.

i 1630—Reception begins.

NING CEREMONY
" SERVICE

PRAYER

O Thou, that sittest above the water floods, and sullest the raging of the sea. accepl. we beseech
Thee. supplications of Thy scevants for all who in this ship, now and hereafter, shall commit their
lives unto the perils of the deep.  In all their ways enable them truly and godly 1o serve Thee, and
by their Christian lives 1o set forth Thy glory throughout the carth, Watch over them in their
going forth and their coming in, that no cvil befall them, nor mischief come nigh to hurt their souls,
And s0 through the waves of this troublesome world, and through ull the changes and chances of
this mormal life, bring them by Thy merey to the sure haven of Thine everlasting kingdom; through
Jesus Christ Our Lord, Amen.

The Naval Prayer The Lord's Praver Benediction

Commissioning Service conducted by the Rev. J. E. Whelly, RON, Deputy Chaplain General (RC).

Almighty God. our heavenly Father, hear our prayers and bless this ship with Thy right
hand as Thou didst bless Noah and the ark on the waters of the flood. Sead Thy holy angels
from heaven 1o guard, assist, strengthen and encournge those who will serve therein,  Preserve
and deliver them from all weakness of mind and body, Endow her Officers with the spirit of
wisdom, knowledge and the fear of Thee, mspire her men with the spirit of truth, coursge and
toyalty, Strengthicn and increase their admiration for honest dealing, so that they may hate that
which 5 cvil and love that which is good. That dwough them the tradition of the Navy of
Her Majesty the Queen may be maintuined, w ensure the freedom of the seas © all who have
the right 10 use them,  And under the patronage of the blessed Mother of God, Mary. Star of
the sca, of St. George Thy Martyr, and of all Thy saints, may their words and works be such
as to bring them the honour due to faithful servants in this Life, and an eternal reward in the
Life to come Thou whao livest and reignest world witheut end. ;

Amen.

[ Her Majesty's Canadian Ship Koctemay commissions,
Commanding Officer, Commuander R, J. Pickford, CD, RON, addresses the ship's company.
Ship’s company embark in the ship.

Commanding Officer is piped on board and stands by to receive the Guest of Honour. Official
Party and Invited Guests.



Commander (LI J. R. Allen, S0, REN,
Rotident Maval Qwornmer, Yancouves,

THE NAVAL OVERSEERS

Construction of the Kootenay has been carred out under the supervision of the Principal
Naval Overseer, West Coust; the Resident Naval Overseer, Vancouver; a stall of maval technical
officers. chiel petty officer, petty ollicers and men, and civilin government nspectons.

Ihroughout most of Keotemon's building, the Principal Naval Overseer, West Coast wis
Captain (E1 Erik Reviem, CD, RCN,

Commander (L1 1. R, Allen, €D, RCN, the Resident Naval Owverseer, Vancouver and
Assistamt Principal Naval Overscer West Coast, ook up his appomtment mn October. 1957
His predecessor was Commander (1.1 1. B. Wadsworth, MBE, CD. RCN ( Retired ).

Members of Commuander Allen’s staff are: Shipwright Licutenant Commander J. MacFie,
CD, RON: Lientenant Commander (E1 A C. Kent, CD, RON; Licutenant Commander (L)
S. A, Ridge, DSM. €D, RCN; and Licuienant (5) R, A. B, Fee, CD, RCN Former members
of the stall whe worked on the Kooteway project were Lieutenant Commander (L) N. R. Banfield,
CD. RCN and Licutenant Commander (S) F. H. Foster, CD, RCN.



HOM. C WALLACE CBE M, A, WALLACE J. W, HUDSOM DAVID E. WALLACE
Frealdont Vica-Presidont Exciwtive Vice=Pigaidom Gencrgd Mgmogcr
Bwrrord Dry Deck Co., Lid. Burrard Ory Daok Co., Lid Burrard Bry Dock Co, Lhi Eurrard Oryv Dock Co., Ltd

THE BUILDERS

Burrard Dry Dock Company Limited has o long and proud record in the shipbuilding and
ship repairing industry and has participated in the growth and development of Western Canada
during the pust half ¢entury.

Founded n 1895 by the late Mr. Alfred Wallace. the Plant was established on the presemt
site i North Vancouver in 1908, At the death of the Founder in 1929, his son, the Honourable
Clarence Wallace, becaume President

The Compuny plaved o vital part in the 1939-45 wartime ship construction and conversion
programme.  During that period Burrard became firmly associated with Maval construction through
the conversion of pissenacr vessels o armed crursers, the conversion of nineteen United States
Adrcraft Carriers to British Admiralty standards and the building of four Corvettes and six Mine-
sweepers for the Roval Canadian Navy,  In addition. more than one-third of Canada’s wartine
merchant fleet was constructed by the Company.

Following the war, Burrird Dry Dock Company was called upon o build, first 3 Gate vessel
and several smaller auxilinry craft. and then four Destrover Escorts, of which HMCS Koatenay
15 the second o go into commission,

The completion and commissioning of HMCS Kootenay s 8 worthy example of the
continuing co-operation between the Builder and the Roval Canadinn Navy,

Burrard Dry Dok Company is proud ol the part it has plaved in war and peace and stands
redy to continue its role in Canada’s future defence and development,

An perial view of Burrord Dey Dock Co.. Led., North Yoncowver, B.C.
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AN HISTORIC NAME

HMCS Kootenay takes ber name  from
the Kootenay River, in south-castern  Briush
Columbia.

The exuct meaning of the word "Koolenay™
&= not known, except that it is an Indian word
ind the name of the tnbe that inhabits that purt
of the province

When the white man first encountered the Kootenay Indians, they
spoke u distinetive language of their own which was unlike that used by
any other tribe in the interior of British Columbia.  In their dress. customs
and religion they resembled the pluins Indians far more than they did
their netghbours of the plateau

This is not surprising since they wsed o cross the mountuins cach
year 1o hunt bulTalo on the prairie, and s0 had ample opportunity o conke
in contact with the plains tribes, 1t has been suggested that the Kootenays
it one time may bave lived east of the Rozkies. and been driven across
the mountains by the Blackfoot [ndsmns.

One of the few distinctive articles produced by the Kootenay Indions
was their unusual tvpe of canoe.  Constructed of birch or pine bark. this
was a steange-looking craft with its bow and stern extending under water,
not unlike the ram which became popular in the Ewropean battle feets
of the 19th century. This type of canoe was also used by the Intssior
Salish, another tribe of plotean Indians who crossed the Rockies 1o hunt
buffalo on the plains
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THE SHIP'S BADGE

BLAZON:

Argent, three cottises in bend wavy Asure. over all a crescent Sable
debruised by an Indian fikh spear-hend Gules, bound around the hilt with
thongs Argent

SIGNIFIGANCE:

The Kovtenay Indmans, from whom the niver derives its name, were known
fe have depended for food vpon the fish caught in the rivers and streams,
and on the bullalo found o the enst on the slopes and foothills of the
Rocky Mountains

The buflalo alko provided them with <king for wearing apparel, and other
necessilics,

In the badpe design, the Kootenay River, for which the ship is numed. i
svmbolized by the three blue diogonal wavy stripes.

The black crescent resembles the horns of the bison or buflalo, and the
fish spear-head is wvpical of the kind used by the Indins,

While this design carries no reference 10 any Legend or hstorical event
that might inspire courage and devotion, it s nevertheless a unigue and
interesting symbaol for a ship-of-war in that the homs and spear are hoth
instruments of attack and, at times, of defence,

SHIP'S COLOURS:
Red and White.

WARTIME BADGE:

Instend of designing her own badpge, HMOS Kowtenay adopted the one
lormerly borne by HMS Decoy. This was of the shield shape then used
in the Roval Navy for all destroyers” badpes,  lis choel device was a lure,
such as that used in falconry, depicted in gold apainst a green backgroumd.

=




A witw locking terward over the Derlikon gun
plattarm of rho first HMCIS Keeotemay during
action in the English Chaanel wree towarnds
the latter part of the Sccond Warld War,

The Hear HMES Keotcaoy
ilermerly HMS Decorl.




THE HERITAGE

HMCS Kootenay was the second of six River class destrovers transferred to the Royal
Canadinn Mavy following an agreement berween the United Kingdom and Canadian Governments
during the winter of 1942-43 which wus designed 1o strengthen the RCN's escort force for what
wis considered 1o be the crucial period in the Battle of the Atlantic, the spring of 1943,

As HMS Decoy, she had served in the Royal Navy since 1933, and had won 2 total of seven
battlke honours for her service in the Second World War before she was transferred 1o Canada.

Throughout most of the cumpaign in the North African desert, HMS Decoy had operated
in the Mediterranean, escorting convoys or supporting the troops by bombarding enemy shore
instullations. The ship was also involved in operations off Greece and Crete.

During the evacuation of Crete a1 the end of May, 1941, HM Ships Decoy and Hero
embarked the King of Greece and other important persons and wransported them o Alexandria.
In the spring of 1942, the Decoy was sent to the Far East, where reinforcements were desperately
needed to stem the Japanese udvance. Returning to the United Kingdom in November for a refit,
the ship was transferred o the RCN while these repairs were in progress,

She was commissioned as HMCS Koorenay on April 12, 1943, at Jarrow on the River Tyne.

The Kootenay joined Escort Group C-5 of the Mid-Ocean Escort Force at the end of May,
1943, and there she continued to serve for almost a vear, cscorting convoys between 81 John's,
Mewfoundland, and Londonderry, N1

By this time the Allied forces were gaiming the upper hand m the Battle of the Atlantic, and
the number of ship losses from U-boats fell during the summer months.  Although the enemy
returned 1o the attack in September with their new acoustic torpedo. this German underwater
offensive was shottered v less than o month. By the end of 1943 the Atlantse lines of com-
munication were firmly held. A handful of U-boats remained, scattered here and there along the
comvay routes for their nuisance value.  Although they accomplished practically nothing, unceasing
vigilance was still necessary to ensure the safe passage of the curgoes of war 1o the United Kingdom.
Every convay had o be shepherded ucross the North Atlantic by escort ships, and it was this
task which HMCS Kootenay continucd o perform throughout the winter and spring of 1943-44.

HMCS Kooienay was transferred on April 25, 1944, from Escori Group C-3 to the newly
formed EG-11, which consisted of five River class destrovers—HMC Ships rrewa (Senior Officer ).
Kootenay, Chawdiere, Gatinean and St Lawrens. The new group spent the following month
“working up” at Londonderry m preparation for its role in the mvasion of western Europe,  Their
task was 1o join other escort groups in patrolling a large area of open sca just outside the Channel.
On June 6 the Canadian ships began their patrol off the south coast of Devon, about 25 mibes
east of Plymouth,

During the latter part of the summer, HMCS Koorenay, along with several other ships ol
EG-11, took part in the destruction of three U-boats.

The licst of these sinkings took place in the Channel, gbout 20 miles south-west of Beachy
Hewd, On the night of July 5-0, HMS Siarice got a submarine contact and carried out 4 series
of attacks with depth-charzes and hedgehog. The target was lost shortly after midnight and the
followaing moerning, HMC Ships Ottona and Koetenay pomed the search.

At 0938, the Ontewa gained un asdic comtact which she held until the Koveanay could attack
with depth-charpes.  Several other uttacks by depth-charge and hedgehog followed and one of the
latter attacks, by the Ouwa, at 1059 brought about an explosion a1 a depth of N feet and
produced some light oil.  Another definite hit which brought up considerable quantities of' wood
and oil was scored by HMS Stavice a1 1120, The Kooterwy, attacking with depth-charpes at
1159, struck the next Blow which hit home, producing a larpe amount of wood, clothing, oil
and books. A whaler was lowered o recover evidence and among this were books writien in
Gernan.  The Semior Oflicer of EG-11, Commander J. D. Prentice of HMCS Owawa, however,
suspected 21 ruse and further attucks continued through the afternoon, bringing to the surface
only oil in great quantity and bubbles, Other attacks were carried out in the following 1wo days,
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