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HMCS CORMORANT is the second Canadian ship, and tenth
overall to bear the name since 1757. She diatinguished
herseif in support of battles such as the Plalns of
Abraham, American War of Independance, the Freooh Rev-
olution and the China War where the exprassicon "ilood
i: ttichur than water® grew {rom her efforts which wers

Taih.

The name CORMORANT ideally suits this vessel in her
role as o Canadian Navel Diving Vessel. Cormorants are
excellent divers, at home in both salt and fresh watar,
and are known for their wariness and alertness to danger.

The vessel originally named 'ASPA QUARTO' was gur+
ehased from Italy and brought to Halifax in mid 197..
Then late in 1977 =she was turned over to the Davie Ship-
building Co., Laugen Quebec, refitted and converted as a
subsersible support and diting vessel and commissioned in
Novesber 1978 as "HMCS CORMORANT®.

Diaplacement 2350 Tons
Length 245 Ft (74.7 meters)
Beam 319.4 Pt (12 meters]
fraught 18 Pt (5.5 metars)
Complemont 10 Officers, 53 Men
Diving Systesg
1 b o = Has the capability

of operating at deptha of up teo Ft [610 matars)
for periods of up to & hours, It is designed to accom-
modate and lock out 2 divers to a maximus depth of
1000 Ft (305 meters).

i} = Oparates up to 300 Ft (2l.5 metars),
8-a surface a:gfartud diving system, where the divers
1ife suppart, le in the ball, {a provided directly
froa the ship.

Wﬂuﬂ_%ﬂu = A standard recompressicn chamber
r decompress treatment. It will support a maxisus
of €& pecple.



The submersibles endurance is governed by its
battery capacity and in no way approaches that of
{ta larger sister, the pubmarine. Whereas the latter
travels from place to place under its uunﬂ;nunr.
the auhmnrsihfﬁ is transported by CORMOHANT and only
enters the water when its servicos are reguired.

The handling system fitted is a hydraullieally
overstern launch and recovery system. It
WAS dlsignud by Vickera Oceanica Ltd., specifically
for launghing snd recovering of submersibles. Its
nfficianng has been proved oparationally over al=ost
a degade before being chogen by the Canadlian Depart-
mant of Natfional Defencae.

A very acourate undeprwabter sound tracking sya-
tem - is umed to track tha submersible, =o ics preciss
location is slways knowns

Operations with tho submersible can be carri=d
put in conditions of up to sea state 5 with winds of
up to 30 knots.

Tho '"CORMURANT' carrles modern surface navigation
radars, direction finders and precision echo sounders.

: Thuh;ummmgéﬁﬂﬁépn Eugiliniuuiaru{t:l:phiﬁilznd
telegraphy on JURF fréguencles {either tary
or Commercial). A Fapsimile ia borne as an aid to the
mavigetor for wenther maps and charts.

Ship to submorsible communications 1s conducted
by VHF tulnﬁhnnr while on the surface, or by underwater
telaphone when submerged.

Propulsion is accomplished by 3. Diesel Genorators
connected electrically to 2 maln electric motors,
which in turn drive a single, variable piteh, constant
apeed propeller. Shalt horaegowar is 1 maximum.

The ahip has o eruisi uf&ud of 12 knots, a
range of 10 miles (mautical), and an endurance
factor of 50 daya.






