. . “ NAVAL SERVICE St N, \: 3a
4 L (9824)
> OFFER OF SERVICE (HOSTILITIES ONLY) £, 51150

To be comple¥ed in applicant’s own handwriting and forwarded to nearest recruiting centre (see lmel{) !N’ papmg te wilmrmm!a,
ete., are to be attached. Completion of this form is in no way bm(]uw upon (.iLhm Lhe uppll(fmt, or llw Nu,val Service,

A. Personal History—

ViV & i e /"' ;- i
INATHE L A// /A7 S ’ A VBT A D

...................................................................... ,—...'.._.a.,.....‘-.”.......-...-.--,-.----.-.-.--......’..-»..w......-.....I.....-..."-uu.
"wurnnmo (in Bloek Lo!tcrq) Christian Names

A.ddlebb....’/ Wit

..................................... W

Number . Streat Town or City Prownca

Date of birth f /& ; /3 Place of birth....... (j..wfm"’ e seel... 8 L1 ot )

P Prannnnnnanna W0 LW W00 S P i avssaaasaaaasiia

Netxonahty LA_.‘..{:,e.'.f"...:.' ............ wAre 3011 British by bnth? ; v/” gL by N'Ltmahzatlon?

{. /.'r,. AN Lo

B. Education—
Highest school grade passed successfully?

University: (a) Name

" 4

Technical courses taken.....a.. 4 .#27 27 ,",,x*’
Special studies

Languages spoken.........<... % @ £ 7.

Bt o
C. Sea Experience— Anshered.. ON DIVIS!ON

Have you ever been employed at sea? /J/f 2 Give number of years and how employ&d?: 2
! 3 : 4‘2““(/ 5 ............'.;.-....'.'.-.. ...“;.‘ A < 2 e }}( (/){ "“ "1 Cob é"(

442,4{,-;€;.‘:fﬁ;.€744 ..... Pt { .........

g/ ST o A R
SrR720 ““‘" ENe SN ) &8 T
Grvpsaw CLERL.

D. Occupation: What is your profession, trade or occupation in civil life?..... ./ =22 /f ......... A AT

ﬁ%,z,fff'f}///wfi ............................................................................................... o i

(b) Employed; if so, in what capamty and under what employer
f f_,f’ /’I '(—‘/:t;’ﬂf 3 f o 5 .

: 106 -/ 9
Genera,l expenence (w1th dates) CALE. f_?’ i A1

(0

Have you ever served in any of His Majesty’s Forces? If so, which? How long?..............f.f.ﬁ.i’..' e

F. Branch Applying for: (a) As Officer
If you cannot be accepted as an Officer are you w1111ng to serve as a mtlj
In what capacity do you wish to enrol ST R 200" e A hor oo SR e

Date of Application..... b ",7 o A Signature
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CANADA

ATTESTATION FORM

FOR MEN OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL RESERVE

OFrICIAL No/#‘*/‘f/ﬁ

MarRr1ED, SINGLE oR Wipower.... Marrled,

PERMANENT ADDRESS RELIGION

172 Gravel Rd., C/0 Mrs, Mdiling, R
St. Thomasg, Ontario. nited,

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN

Town Owen Sound, irs. N Lsa (173
12th October 1913 Mrs. orma Vair. \I”h....f@)

u.w ) . County Same Adpg ?,?‘ﬁ"ﬁga I P,’-“!Y LrﬂlEES .

Province . Ontario, 1ML C. S, “E"’T('”?‘!”

PERSONAL DESCRIPTION ON ENROLMEN 'TAIR z q’bﬂ

<

HEIGHT CHEST MEASYREMENT LY T pL%%niIbN N{NBW
Inflated.............. 8L .. Scar over 4‘3* U eye

il
Detigied e Bok 4 ARbunn Med. | Scar om the right knee

; Mean}BE‘

44 /}/94/"‘—/2/

DATE OF ENROLMENT RATING ENROLLING FOR TRADE OR CALLING AND IN WHOSE EMPLOY

~

5th August, 1941, Steward. Bookkeeper., Green Service Stn.
198 King St.,
London, Ontario,

(B) DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY APPLICANT
I hereby declare as follows:—
(1) That I am a British subject domiciled in Canada.

(2) That I am desirous of being enrolled as a member of the Royal Canadian Naval Reserve, and that
I accept and agree to abide by the rules of the said Force.

(3) (a) That it is my intention to follow the sea for a period of at least five years from this date.

(b) Fhat it-is my-intention-to follew the-calling ofa Fireman, either at sen
of five years fromrthis date.

(¢) Fhat it~is my-intention-to-follow-the sem ir arr Engire-roo
~{roi thig-date.




(4) That I have never been rejected from any of His Majesty’s Forces on account of unfit-
ness.
*Crossout i . a1
clnuso not (6) That (a)* I have never served, and am not serving in any Naval, Military, Reserve or
applicablo, Territorial Force.
(b)XI served-in.=...=
peried -shown.

Served in Rank From

NIL

(6) That the particulars contained above are correct and true according to the best of my
knowledge and belief.

(7) On being enrolled as a member of the Royal Canadian Naval Reserve, I undertake and

bind myself:— y
and/or duration of hostillties

(a) To serve from the date thereof for five-conseeutive vears, being subject to the pro-

visions of the Naval Service Act, and of the Regulations made in pursuance thereof

for the government of the Royal Canadian Naval Reserve, and to the customs and

usages of His Majesty’s Canadian Naval Service.

To report for active service if called upon in time of war or emergency, and, if
called into active service, to serve ashore or afloat as may be directed according to
where my services are required. -

To keep in good repair and condition the articles of uniform ‘and any articles of
outfit which may be issued to me and to return them to the nearest Registrar or
to Training Headquarters prior to my discharge or when required so to do by any
authorized person, or to pay compensation for any loss or damage thereto other
than fair wear and tear; and also not to wear such uniform or outfit (which is and
remains the property of the Crown) except when on Naval duty.

(8) I am willing to be vaccinated or re-vaccinated and inoculated as considered necessary
by the appropriate authorities.

Dated this......... sx et

(C) . OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

I,..James Alexander Valr, do sincerely promise and swear (or solemnly declare)
that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Britannic Majesty.

Signature of Applicant

Witness.... . ’»'M//ﬁ ..... . )

Date.. 5th. August,. 194 ... Rank LIEUTENANT, R.C.

The Oath of Allegiance may be administered by a Commissioned Officer of the Naval Service.

(D) CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFICIAL

I hereby certify that all the foregoing statements were made by the man above named, in
my presence, and that he has made and signed the above declaration and has taken the oath of

VEUSE, . 2OML,

!

|

=t |
(=p]

= ,NO'I‘E--I—W n this form Ias been completed it is to be forwarded to Naval Service Head-
qualrters,-O for custody
@ !




N.V. 17.

GOM—11-404 216)
N.S. 814

Name and Address of Nearest

Relative or Friend
(in pencil}

Trade brought up to

Religion
Can Swim:—P.P.T. e Signature

B St ; Signature

PARTICULARS OF SERVICE MEDALS, DECORATIONS, ctc.

Date of
Date of Date of Period

Actual Enrolment Volunteered Enrolment or - Nature of Decoration
Volunteering or re-enrolment for Re-enrolment Award Presentation

Hostil-
Aug 5/41 ol Btewara | |

PERSONAL DESCRIPTION

Height

Chest | Weight Hair Eyes MARKS, WOUNDS, SCARS
Inches | (mean)

e e D 35t n_Blue M Scar over left eye
Scar on right knee

On re-enrolment—06 years’ Service
On re-enrolment—12 years' Service

Further Description if 0ecessary......uem oo

TRANSFER BETWEEN DIVISIONS TRANSFER—LISTS A AND B

Date Authority




NAVAL TRAINING and ACTIVE SERVICE .

LEDGER

SHIP OR EST.&\HL}SE[M[CN'II' | RATING TO CAUSE OF DISCHARGE
; faaad Aty

73

e 4 l
o _// /-—J)

- V’.. /t,

o i I8
L/ ¥ 7 )

YR /it i

Wounds Received in Action, Hurt Certificates, Meritorious Service, Special Recommendations, Prizes or other Grants

Details Captain’s Signature

’

" ol4 ﬁ"“ht'«}f;(’("fj‘sﬁj . ;




< NAVAL TRAINING and ACTIVE SERVICE

T
- = LEDGER
SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT RATING CAUSE OF DISCHARGE

EXAMINATIONS, NOTATIONS, QUALIFICATIONS RECORD OF RATING

Authority for Advancement
Particulars Captain's Signature or Reason fo; ]é)nératmg to be
state

lssued Iden. Card No. Z.é/..ié..’f




Name....... 9&4149/1({;(@1/50?/ ....... Vi Rk i Condu;i

=
SECOND CLASS FOR CONDUCT CHARACTER, ABILITY IN RATING ON COMPLETION OF TRAINING, DISCHARGE FROM THE
(Inclusive Dates) SERVICE, AND ANNUALLY, 31st DECEMBER, WHILE MOBILIZED

Efficiency in Rating - ’
Character Noting Substantive Date Captain’s Signature
Rating in Brackets z:

..... Aot ) |

Goop CoNpbucT AND GOOD SERVICE BADGES

G.S.B. 1st, Granted,
2nd, Deprived,
Restored

TIME FORFEITED

No. of Days

Awarded




16 17 18 19 20

21 | 22

23 24

25

26 27

28 29

_A 4980

.OFFICIAL NUMBER

James Alexander

LS,

(Given Names)

OFFICIAL NUMBER....A. 4080

~ Ship or Establishment

Rating

Remarks

Character

Qualified

Non-Sub. Rating

| Aetive Ser.London. DHR
HoM,CuSe Staiﬁl.s:.gnﬁ..........

H...M.JI Dt N:Lube

HNGS. "Athebaskan' |

e DL SCHARGED

Yol

v.u. 3

Adva.ng ed. (Mema..20=8=42).....
_DRD.HE..2611

mmaﬁz ............

....,H.Q.G.‘n...... cone ol Y A

GENERAL REMARKS

.Cenadian Memorial. (Cross. awarded to
Wl.fﬂ. Mrg..Norma. Ea. Va.:.‘r

|Hilton. Beach,. St J0s=ph! s Isla,nd.
0|6 sl o s Ll S i Tl S Ao S e S s PO S

w,ﬂ i YR

L




A 4980

NAME e B 1. ..Jumes Alexandern..

OFFICTIAL NUMBER....L. 4.020........

RET 913
(Gwen Names) R L

PLACE OF BIRTH e
RELIGION........... e dnited Church EDUCATION....ocommmmsmmerreessssssmressses

RESIDENCE AT TIME OF ENLISTMENT: Street and No.... bt 2 08V EL. B, el0. Nrs. Mailing,
ENGAGEMENTS

....Town L TRr verpi by AL oot eisevesessesennessnner PrOVINCE, ete ... JOTLE 10,

LD

DESCRIPTION PrEVIOUS Sznvrcg

Date (in figures)
Day Year

Period i Hair Eyes Complexion Marks or Scars Served in
: \

Sl “ﬂ = [Auburnl . Blue [ Medium.... oA over.left...
Leye.. - Sear on. hbhe. .
Piehl eneee e

NEXT OF KIN. RELATIONSHIP (in pencil).... = : N T I . apuse NAME (in pencil)
ADDRESS (in pencil): Street and No... it T

MEDALS, CLASPS, HURT CERTIFICATES, PRIZE Momn'
Date (in figures) :

7 ; o i ;
Town . _ 2. B e e A : T A Province, etc. it
ExmmATjous CERTIFICATES, ETC.

Prcticalacs Date (in figures)

Date (in figures)
Month| Year __" : Day Year

Day |Month| Year

Particulars

PARTICULARS

.Passed Prof. for.Ldg..Stewsrd.
~Passed Praf..faor.P.0:Steward

Bapces, G.C. or GS. BRIEF PARTICULARS OF WARRANT orR C.M. PunisHMENTS AND C.P. CHARGES
Date (in figures) : Granted

1st, 2nd or 3rd G.C. Deprived 5 Datel(nseures) BRIEF PARTICULARS OF OFFENCE PUNISHMENT
Day Year or G.S. : Restored . | Day

é : | _||__Date (in figures) Y Days FORFEITED e%fampn% Datpd Q I:l 23-‘ Rlﬂf‘pl\rﬂ{{ .

e R Day i n Cells C. Power . Tri In diff. Char.

..Q...H. F s racemed

SeEconD Crass For ConNbpucT
From To

H.Q. 35—30M—5-41 (337)
N.S. 815—7-35
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NAME IN FULL . 44%3”‘/‘2/ ’

SERVICE
SHIP AREA B
| EROM | T
7] L7
Pep L LB\ LF A 3| Zraks
o f. \ /}i
Lpattoter 7)Y 77 - A (5, Z/ | £
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VERIFIED BY S e get®e e e s in
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 IFTCATION FORM y
;" Ly WAR l‘ullLLAL CeVeSeM., and CLASP. 3
ICHJIbDE (1_9_15 e A

e ;// r_;:-//'l’ ;
'0"-‘—#-\»900 }%.o-.oatoOFF Nob .oﬁoocao/l;{‘.jﬁgoooADDRESS 09O SV OO QOO STDROPE DS GO DaB
2 '\2

QUALIFYING PEWIODS IN DAYS v T et
| STARS 1 ELIGIBLE
rol DER CLASP 1915 FOR AW
TLANTIC| DEFENCE|q .y, 5,1 MEDAL | MEDALS 2;;i: AWARDS oz
[ i 1939-45 | /)| 7>,

ATLANTIC ”

L
A : |
| #@Rom | 70 '1903-45

!' {

BRI ‘_ T e T T T A
)

S
=

FRANCE G

AFRICA

= .‘ PACIFIC

oo b

BURMA

ITALY

DEFENCE

3 . | 2
; CoVeS.Me XY 63*>ﬁ2‘%<%/

| . ﬁ " CLASP
P T I p
—~ : WAR 1945 |/ e’f}?ﬁgﬂgzj?/

WAR 1915
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Stz copies to be rendered to Naval Service Headquarters

REPORT OF THE DEATH OF AN OFFICER, MAN OR BOY

, )

NRCORRE. ..o et ey i ke

N Ot SR TR, ALEANAIE st

(Christian names in full)

Rank or Rating

Place of Birth
Owen Sound, Ontario
Occupation in Civil Life.... Bipokkeeper . ... Religion

Number of years service in the Navy (Long Service R.C.N., or mobilized service in case of R.C.N.

Date of Death

Cause of Death.. Misaing, e CeBe TATHABABEAN® wap torvedoed

(If due to accident, violence, or enemy action, particulars to be stated briefly)

Nearest known
relative or
friend.

Date on which death was registered with local Officials

In the case of Imperial Service men, whether Active Service, Pensioner or Reserve, date on which

the prescribed return was rendered to the Registrar General in London, Edinburgh or Dublin,

according to Nationality

(Place of Burial Ho Purial

Location, Number, etc., of grave

If applicable

18 1340 SV T T sy
AN 1O O L el i Yoy e i At
J 7 i for SECRETARE, MAVERTSOARD, £ 77 ¢
1 ERK 140
The SECRETARY, AV%L,_B.MRB""‘“M
Department of National Defence, Date
Ottawa, Canada.

OTTARAy Oaty/R Jonuaryy 1945,

In all cases this Form is to be sent in addition to the Report by Telegraph required by the
Regulations.

Distribution: File, Imp. W. G. Com., Dom. Stat., Register, Sec. C.P.C., Dir. of Records.

C.N.8. 1121
10M—6-44 (774)
N.B. 7570-8-1121




REGISTERETD

ATR MAIL

N.S. A-4980 PERS.(N) .

/4’ Tamuary, 1945.

Dear Mrs., Vair:

further to my letter of the 23rd of
November, 1944, I regret to inform you that
in view of the length of time which has
elapsed since your son, James Alexander Vair,
Leading Steward, Offieial Number A-4980,
Royal Canadian Naval Reserve, was reported
miseing from H.M.C.S. "ATHABASKAN", and as no
news has sinee been received to the contrary,
the Canadian Naval Authorities have now pre-
sumed his death to have occurred on the 29th
‘of April, 1944.

May I again express sincere sympathy
with you in your bereavement on behalf of the
Minister of National Defence for Naval Services,
the Chief of the Naval Staff, and the Officers
and men of the Royal Canadian Navy.

Yourg sincerely,

j:ie ou i ) W ? NAVAL BOARD.

Mrs. W. G. Vair, \\ ﬂ?

504 - 4th Ave., E,.,
OWEN SOUND, Ontario.




Redraft RTM/DW

HeSe A=~4980 (Pers.(N))

4y

Hoverber 23rd, 19544.

Dear rs. Vaim

It is very much regretted that you have not previously received
official information of the loss of your son, Jemes Alexander Vair, Leading
Steward, Officisl Number A~4980, Royal Oenadian Naval Reserve, but there
was no record in the Deparitment of your name and current meiling address
as your son had indicated his wife lrs. Norma E., Vair, St. Joseph's Island,
Ont. as next-of-~kin.

As you are aware, your son has been listed as missing sinece
HM.C.5. "ATHABASKAN" was torpedoed and sunk by enemy action on the 29%h of
April, 1944, in the English Channel. No information has since been re-
geived of his survival or that he is a prisoner of war.

Eighty-five men are now known %o have been taken prisoners of war
from H.M,C.S5. "ATHABASEAN". This list was compiled from names officially
communicated by the German Government and from capture gards and letters which
have been forwarded to the next-of-kin by priscners of war in CGerman camps.
Five of these prisoners of war, one officer and four ratings, were returned
to the United Kingdon.

Por your information, I am attaching a 1list of the above.

The body of one rating from this ship has been recoversd and buried
in France.

Ten officers end one hundred and fifteen rétings are atill missing
from HM.C.5. "ATHABASKAN", and I regret to inform you that slight hope is
now held for the survival of your son and the others listed as missing.

Should no information be received to the contrary, Leading Steward
Vair will be presumed dead by the Canadian Navel Authoriiies at a later date
and you will be inforned accordingly.

he =l :'_'Ji,’-
;,lq .I.l Ur_
Mrs. W.G. Vair,

504 - 4th Ave. E., _;5?_ ¥1@~1an«/

Owen Sound, Ont. i Sp%
s [ 8O




Ros—
}.’7Std S J""\:"Ao Vair
© /a~-4980

“HMCS Athabaskan

504 = 4th Ave. Ee,
Qwen Sound, Ont,
Wovember 13, 1944,

The Navy Headquarters,
OTTAWA, Ont,

Dear Sirs:=

I am writing for information regarding A=4980
L/Stds JeA. Vair, HMCS Athabaskan, who was listed as
MISSING after the engagement 1in which the ApAthabaskan
wags lost April 29th,

The attached copy of clipping has been sent
to me from Bngland and was taken from one of their
. papers theres You will notice that it mentions that
men from the Canadian destboyer Athabaskan are at
Camp Marlag,

Neither his wife or I have had any word as
to Jim being prisoner of war but would be obliged if
you would please advise me the names of the prisoners
from the Athabaskan at this camp in the hope that he
may be included among them,

It is possible this letter should be sent to
Wartime Information Board, Ottawa - if so, will you be
good enough to pass it on to them,

May I hear from you promptly please with any
information you are able to offer in this case?
L v M

Yours truly,
ﬁ“fﬁ{f@5m‘ 222245.12/~5/2%hxﬂ/(

‘l‘f /"r"‘,l Mrse We Go Vair,
: 4 (Mother)




CANADIANS IN GERMANY

The first purely Canadian prisoner of war camp in Germany 1is near
Stettin. It has a population of 1400, The men work mainly in farming
detachments in the vicinity. Medical care and dental treatment are
described in the report of a neutral observer as excellent. The men have
a theatre and orchestra, organized sports and games and a gramophone.

Near Bremen are two Naval camps; Marleg for men of the Navy, Milag,
for Merchant Seamen and interned civilians. At Marlag are men from the
Canadian destroyer Athabaska sunk off Brest at the end of April. To date
129 Canadian Naval and Merchant Seamen are reported in German hands.

General conditions at both camps are reported satisfactory. British

officers receive food and clothing parcels and distribute them without inter-
ference from German authorities,

(COPY)




D.D.

DOF D 29-4-44

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS AWARDS WAR SERVICE RECORDS

= 5
FILE No.

A-4980 L/Stwd.

' RANK ON
SURNAME (IN BLOCK LETTERS) CHRISTIAN NAMES REG. No. DISCHARGE C.,A.S.F. UNIT

VAIR James Alexander

WAR SERVICE \

BADGE
(CLASS)

DATE DESPATCHED:

ADDRESS:

CAMPAIGN MEDALS REGISTRATION NUMBER AN DATE DESPATCHED

1939-45 Star,

_C.V.S.M. & Clasp, 26/#
War Medal.

(THE REVERSE TO BE USED FOR ESTATE PURPOSES)

DVA B8O8




RCNR Sept. 45 "ATHABASKAN"
MEDALS AND MEMORIALS—DECEASED PERSONNEL REGISTRATION No. DATE OF DESPATCH

(1 MEDALS

_ JSEFRSON 4
i hTiTLep To MPs., Norma E. Vair - Widow

i

TN S s = |
r

.
,

Hilton Beach, -
ADDRESS: St. Joseph's Island, Ont. coved 54

R e e TR A ST

nh ‘:JN

(2)
Hilton Beach, St. Joseph's Island, Ont. 6-3-45

o
‘MEMORIAL CROSS
WIDOW Mrs. Norma E. Vair

[

ADDRESS:

MEMORIAL CROSS
MOTHER Mrs. W.G. Vair

504 - 4th Ave. East, Owen Sound, Ont.

ADDRESS:




