QUENSLOYMEN? THEURANCE BOOK 20 BY BROUSH? IN,

-

N. V. 5
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CANADA

ATTESTATION FORM
(HOSTILITIES FORM)

FOR MEN OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE

PERMANENT ADDRESS RELIGION

ol

2% Chasberlalr Avsnus, Toronto, Lntar Presbyterian

DATE OF BIRTH *PLACE OF BIRTH NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN

13 dovember 1924 | r..  Toronto Yother

*Original Nationality of: County’ YorE : Harion
Father ‘_;'C,’i} 4 r’h oo LHNE i"!sdﬂm 580
Mother Sestely SLae Wnkario. ‘

*If not the son of natural born British parents, particulars to be given at foot of next page.

(A) -, PERSONAL DESCRIPTION ON ENROLMENT

HEIGHT . | - CHEST MEASUREMENT HAIR EYES COMPLEXION WOUNDS, SCARS, MARKS
'E!?
Infated S i i L s 2., | . 2 3
Fesir lnrE Hed “HOnn.
{2

Inches Deflated. ... s

RE
Mean i Fi i "2

_ EDUCATIONAL STANDING TRADE OR CALLING AND IN WHOSE EMFPLOY
¥achine Es% Up Han,

two years of High dchool York Braenala Lipited

% ' Weazton Road,

Toronto, ortario.

i DATE OF ENROLMENT RATING FOR WHICH ENROLLED | H.M.C.S. ESTABLISHMENT IN WHICH ENROLLED
> AT T .,.‘v‘.- ,‘fs iy
;L’Ig' ;)}h' b ‘;:LI.-I oy avt\!iu-? pE s u.a‘g '??? !{
¥ b2 2 “ P o \ T FLNE IR TUP RS o
l1&th 2,..‘ 2 l\;'”".e f lslno} o u:..- (. ),;é..i{l") Heliabiesn A\—,A.j-..
? it _

(B) DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY APPLICANT

I hereby declare as follows:—
(1) That I am a British Subject dqmiciled in Canada.

. (2) That I am desirous of being enrolled as a member of the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve
Force, and that I accept and agree to abide by the rules of the said Force.

(3) That * (a) I have never served, and am not serving in any Naval, M111tary, Air Force, Reserve
or Territorial Force.

* (b) I served in for the period shown, and attach my

record of service, in corroboration of this statement.
*Cross out Clause not applicable.

SERVED 'IN

(c) I have never been rejected for or discharged from any of His Majesty’s Forces on
account of unfitness.

(4) That the particulars contained above are correct and true according to the best of my knowledge
and belief.




(5) On being enrolled as a member of the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, I undertake and
bind myself:—

(a) To serve from the date thereof for the duration of hostilities, being subject to the provisions of the
Naval Service Act, and of the Regulations made in pursuance thereof for the government of the Royal
Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, and to the customs and usages of His Majesty’s Canadian Naval
Service.

(b) To report for active service when called and to serve ashore or afloat as may be directed, according
to where my services are required.

(c) To keep in good repair and condition the articles of uniform and any articles of outfit which may
be issued to me and to return them to the nearest naval establishment prior to my discharge or when
required so to do by any authorized person, or to pay compensation for any loss or damage thereto other
than fair wear and tear; and also, until called into active service, not to wear such uniform or outfit (which
is and remains the property of the Crown) except when on naval duty.

(d) To undergo vaccination or re-vaccination, or inoculation, as considered necessary by the appropriate
authorities.

(e) I have not been induced to enter as............... OHD.BMisy - WA ... by the prospect of being
transferred at some future date to any other branch or rating. :

Dated this......oviv LRER -0 day of.......... g HBY

*

Signature of applicant

(C) ;. CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFICER
I hereby certify 'that all the foregoing statements were made by the volunteer above named and that

he has made and signed' the above declaration in my presence on this................... S 18tk

dayofma. g ........... ,@gﬁ‘;‘ 1942 A A B A GRS e e B B T

My authority. for attestatlon is

—_ Signature and rank of Attesting Officer.

Lisutenant R,0.H.¥Y,H.
CATH OF ALLEGIANCE

Robert. dames Chalmers do sincerely promise and swear (or solemnly
declare) that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Bntanmc Majesty, H1s heirs and successors
according to law. 4

ln!lﬂt“ o @‘Al‘% g ;ﬁ."‘?' ;,.‘t-

The Oath of Allegiance must be administered by a Commissioned Officer of the Naval Service.

NOTE.—Attestation Form in duplicate, Certificate of Medical Examination (B-207) in duplicate,
Occupational History Form in triplicate and certificates of previous service are to be forwarded to Naval
Service Headquarters immediately after attestation. °,

Certificates of previous service will be returned after examination.




The corner of this Certificate is to be
cut coff if the man is discharged with
\ a “Bad” character or with dis-
.3 grace, or if specially directed
e by the Depar;ment ?f Nui
gy : = R tionai Defence (Nava
{\,7 iCE Oi \ Service). If the cor-
ner is cut off, the
fact is to be
noted in the
Ledger.

N.V. 17
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CERTIFICATE of the SER

in the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Bese \_re §72

Training Headquarters R.C.N.V.R. Division

Name and Address of Nearest

Relative or Friend
(in pencil)

Trade brought up 0.2t e

)

Religion.....5

Can Swim:+—P.P.T.

BiSal

PARTICULARS OF SERVICE

MEDALS, DECORATIONS, etc.

Date of

Date of
Actual
Volunteering

Date of
Enrolment
or re-enrolment

Period
Volunteered
for

Rating on
Enrolment or
Re-enrolment

Presentation

Nature ol Decoration

O/gﬁl : :

PERSONAL BESCRIPTION

Height .

Fect Inches

Chest

Weight
(mean)

Hair

.Complexion

MARKS,

WOUNDS, SCARS

On re-enrolment—=6 years' Service......u.

On re-enrolment—12 years' SEIVICe. .| oerrnenirins

ULt H e ) B80T DO LT TECEBRATYE ) fues s sssanrasetsn| s Stisattasmasa | bynsioanchsosto s | asssvaseshoda sas | svacsoita o ind | ssiedassans

TRANSFER BETWEEN DIVISIONS

TRANSFER—LISTS A AND B

To

Date

Authority




NAVAL TRAINING and ACTIVE SERVICE
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.........................................................................

......................

.................................................................

*  Wounds Received in Action, Hurt Certificates, Meritorious Service, Speclé! Récnmmeﬁdati‘oﬁs, Prizes or other Grants

Date Details > : Captain's Signature




DISCHARGE

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

.................

Signature

.................

.................

NAVAL TRAINING and ACTIVE SERVICE

RATING -

FROM

TO

CAUSE OF DISCHARGE

....................

....................

....................
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....................
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RECORD OF RATING

Capr,ain’s Signature

Rated

Date .

Authority for Advancement
or Reason for Disratinjz to be
stated

NON-SUB.
Year SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT RA%EB
EXAMINATIONS, NOTATIONS, QUALIFICATIONS
Date Particulars
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S MWCHﬁA/MEzczS ........... Conduct

SECOND CLASS FOR CONDUCT

{Inclusive Dates)

CHARACTER, ABILITY IN RATING ON COMPLETION OF TRAINING, DISCHARGE FROM THE
SERVICE, AND ANNUALLY, 31st DECEMBER, WHILE MOBILIZED

Efficiency in Rating .
{oting ‘Substantwe Date Captain’s Signature
Rating in Brackets

-

R.C.N.V.R.
Goop CoNpucT AND GooD SERVICE BADGES

G.S.B.

ist,
2nd,
3rd

Granted,

Deprived.

Restored

TIME FORFEITED

No. of Days

Awarded

g

31l
3o lY|




. NO2TL0.... o AL _OFFICIAL NUMEBER l ﬁrLﬁ NUMBER e/, e A N R L DR RTGUAT -NU'MBER V62740 .. .

NAMELS o e CHALMERS RobertJamesDATE OF BIRTH.......................13 Nov... }.924,.

(Surname ) (Given Names)

PLACE! OF BIRTH uiciianinuiibs TOI‘OITbQ, Ont. ...................................................................................................... OCCUPATION... .Machine. Set Up Man
RELIGION Presbyterian EDUCATION.......ccoo..... . JEATS. High School T A e e e e e e et 3
RESIDENCE AT TIME OF ENLISTMENT: Street and No................ ...33.. Cha_mberlain A.ve. o ....ATown..............V.......A..:I_,‘_Qaﬁon'bo.,..........‘.....,,.....,..‘,,...‘,..Province. ete

ENGAGEMENTS DESCRIPTION

Date (in figures) Period Height Hair Eyes Complexion Marks or Scars Served in
Month| Year

543 G D O e D P et Yl A T P L N IR Y | Ty o A

NEXT OF KIN RELATIONSHIP (in pencﬂ) ; NAME (in pencil)..A._.....'.,.....:..

ADDRESS (in pencil): Street and No........ / éj o Town... i i e ey e I L R e Province; etCii......... Xt O sy, svixains
MEepAaLs, CrLasps, HURT CERTIFICATES, PR:zE MONEY

ExAMINATIONS, CERTIFICATES, ETC.

Date (in figures) Pattrniny Date (in figures) Partialans Date (in figures) BTt

Day |Month Month| Year Day |Month| Year

o 43)..Qual.. Anti=Gas,. one.day.......
43| Marked Tr... L
4 | Quals. for. Tel 21 2 5 5
4 Qualord,Tel

Banges, G.C. or G.S. BRIEF PARTICULARS OF WARRANT OR C.M. PUNISHMENTS AND C.P. CHARGES

D inf Granted D in £
st fenre) 1st, 2nd or 3rd G.C. Deprived SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT ; stelCaligancs) BRIEF PARTICULARS OF OFFENCE PUNISHMENT

Day |Month or G.S. Restored ? Month| Year

Date (in figures) Days FORFEITED eI T I s P Y T s i e A
Day |Month| Year i ” Cells C. Power i i In diff. Char. L t 1Nill T t

iy pm———

SeconND Crass For Conbuct
From To

AR e 7oy (b.,UJ)
N.S. 815—7-35




12 | 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 | 35 36 37

| PTB
Robert James -.| OFFICIAL NUMEER Y627.0

(Surname) (Given Names)
From ; el s ¢ 3
Remarlks Efficiency Non-Sub. Rating Q—c(
by Day |Month| Ye5 4% o
17 Lk

Ship or Establishment Rating
Month

9 10 11

V62740 OFFICIAL NUMBER

HMCS "York® .| Ord.SmoH/T... |18 ..5].43] Div..Str.. Toronto. .o G
" ] b |30/ 6| 43| Aet, Ser, D,L.30-6-43

Montcalm bt et ey B R3S

Cornwallis L 8| .43

Sh.Hyaeinbbe. .. . Qra.ﬁel SN
Stadacona .DRD.. ,ﬁfaaa P Ay,

FOTt. RAMSAY. olliz | _DRD..Sh.240 P.7...
A ...Bacx ated. Txansf 24:9.& %Sc'
...DPD...S ‘ 2 D‘5-._. -

Perezrine
Guyshoraugh

............ DISCHARGED...... |.... Al
2R PresumedDead(Casualtyl

GENERAL REMARKS

_NCanadian Memorial Cross awarded to
. (iether) Mr: ”arior Chﬂlm-
Pame Ave,,

FtFn‘LlJ mwx OR RATE

ENLISTME

| DATt bf‘ BJRTH' Clvn. occu asu ED PERM. RESIDENCE[P
i H HAIN SUB GIONT fJ £ OV """.'SW.

AN A PE
,,;{_f; m SERV. DATE | SHIP OR | AR
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INFORMAT ION EXTRACTED FROM NAVAL SERVICE HEADQUARTERS! RECORDS

Stz copies fo be rendered to Naval Service Headquarters

REPORT OF THE DEATH OF AN OFFICER, MAN OR BOY

HENEEWL......... HAVAL SERVICE. HBADQUARTERS, OTTAWA,. ONTARIOu. ..o

L e e O e Rebart. Jamss

(Christian names in full)

Rank or Rating

Place of Birth.....Torento, Ont.................... Date of Birth
Occupation in Civil Life..........aghineg. Setk. Up.. Religion.... Preshylerian

ian
Number of years service in the Navy (Long Service R.C.N., or mobilized service in case of R.C.N.

(Temporary) or Reserve ratings)
Date of Death €. Barch,1945 Place of Death....... Ak, Sea.

Cause of Death..... Higadng, presuned desd.. . Me was serving in N W.C,3."GUYSEOROUGE"

(If due to accident, violence, or enemy action, particulars to be stated briefly)

which wag tovpedoed and sunk by e nemy

........................ Bt it T o e e o ]

Name Hothep...........
Nearest known
relativeior e rAddressTs NN BB CRANIES o s e s s

friend.
e e RTRONTQ,.. . Onk .
Date on which the above was informed by 355 Navel Service Headguarterss. 21 Mareh, 1945,
Date on which death was registered with local Officials
In the case of Imperial Service men, whether Active Service, Pensioner or Reserve, date on which

the prescribed return was rendered to the Registrar General in London, Edinburgh or Dublin,

Location, Number, etc., of grave

If applicable

Undertaker employed

for SECRETARY, MAVAL BOARD,

The SECRETARY, NAVAL BoARD
Department of National Defence,
Ottawa, Canada.

In all cases this Form is to be sent in addition to the Report by Telegraph required by the
Regulations.

Distribution: File, Imp. W. G. Com., Dom. Stat., Register, Sec. C.P.C., Dir. of Records.

C.N.8. 1121
10M—6-44 (774)
N.8. 7570-8-1121




REGISTERED A

AIR MATL

N.S. V-62740, PERS.(N)

21 March, 1945.

Desr Mrs. Chalmers:

It is with deepest regret that I must confirm the
telegram of the 21st of March, 1945, from the Minister of
National Defence for Naval Services, informing you that
your son, Robert James Chalmers, Telegraphist, Offiecial
Number V-62740, Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, is
missing at sea.

The only information that can be given at this
time is that your son is missing at sea as the result of
enemy action., The position of the action is such that
there is little possibility of him being a prisoner of war
and slight hope can be held for his survival.

Please be assured that as soon as further parti-
culars can be released or any other news received, you will
be informed.

For security reasons, it is requested that you
regard the name of your son's ship in connection with his
loss as confidential at this time.

Please accept the sincere sympathy of the Depart-

ment in your anxiety.
Yours sin£;;;hy,
{I

SECRETARY,| NAVAL. BOARD.
£ SN

. imers,
e ® 4 R
ala BY

TORONTO, Ontarioc.




c¢/o C.F,IL0,
London, E,C.2.
April 3, 1945,

Dear Mrs, Chalmers:

It is with deep regret that I write this letter.
T am the former Commanding Officer of H.IM.C.S., Guysborough in
which your SOR was servirg,

I know there is nothing I can say that will
take away the grief you are suffering, but I do want you to
know how extremely sorry I am.

Your SOB  yas one of the ship's company
Saak-eenstdme and I can truthfully say there was not a better
telegraphist under my commend, & fine boy cheerfully dis-
poged under the most trying situations, He was a credit to
you and his ship at all times and died gallantly for his
country. -

Tf I am ever in your vicinity I hope you will
allow me to call on you to express my condolences in person,
Tn the meantime if there is anything I can do please let me
know and T will be only too pleased to oblige,

Yours sincerely,

B.R. Russell,
\Iiedtenant, R.C.N.R,




REGISTERED

ATR MATIL

e
.S. V-62740. PERS.(N)

23 April, 1945.

Dear Mrs. Chalmers:

Further to my letter of the 2lst of March, 1945, I
regret to inform you that in view of the length of time which
has elapsed since your son, Robert James Chalmers, Telegraphist,
Official Number V-627,0, Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve,
was reported missing from H.M.C.S., "GUYSBOROUGH", the ship in
which he was serving, the fact that all circumstances surrounding
his loss have been carefully reviewed, and as no news has since
been received to the contrary, the Canadian Naval Authorities
have now presumed his death to have occurred on the 18th of March,
1945

H.M.C,S, "GUYSBOROUCH", a Royal Canadian Navy minesweeper,
was torpedoed and sunk by an enemy submarine while on operational
duty at sea. Five Officers and A48 ratings, including one Royal Navy
Officer and one rating who were taking passage, are missing and now
' presumed dead. ;

. The above information is now being released for publica-
tion.

The following is an excerpt from the report of a Canadian
Naval Press Relations Officer who wae in contact with survivors of
the ill-fated ship,

"Only one death occurred from the explosion but many died
during the 19 hours the men who had survived the explosion
spent in the water clinging to five Carley floats. Only
gix men of 42 on one overcrowded float lived until the
rescue ship, a Royal Navy frigate, arrived.

""Both the air and the water were cold," said one of the
survivors. '"Most of the men who died, died smiling, If
they suffered any, you'd never have known it."

"yith the whaler overturned and the ship's motor boat
holed by the explosion, only the Carley floats remained
for the survivors, Four of the five floats were lashed
together and from these the majority of the survivors
were picked up, Seven hours after the men abandoned ship
only 10 men remained alive on the one overcrowded Carley
float. TFour others died before rescue came,

"Exposure accounted for the largest number of deaths,
Survivors were unanimous in saying that those who died
did so quietly and with little apparent suffering.

"When the torpedo struck the Guysborough so much debris
littered the decks that the Commanding Officer, Lieut.
B. T, R, Russell, R.C.N.R., at first glance, thought his
ship had been the victim of two simultaneous torpedoes.

"It looked at first as if the ship would survive. Guns
crews were closed up, water-tight doors were closed,
bulkheads shored up and every effort made to save the
little vessel.




-2 -

"There was just one fatality from the torpedoing,
although some members of a gun's crew were injured."”

Please allow me to express sincere sympathy with you in
your bereavement on behalf of the Minister of National Defence for
Naval Services, the Chief of the Naval Staff, and the Officers and
men of the Royal Canadian Navy, the high traditions of whiech your

son has helped to maintain.

Despatched by
Sec. N, B,

*/ .......

i Date J¢/ %/ ¥4~
Y, NAVAL BOARD,

= Wﬁ%

Yours s rely,

Time /éoo

Mre, Marion Chalmers,
1006 Pape Avenue,
TORONTO, Ontario.




DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
D OF D 18-3-45

WAR SERVICE RECORDS

AWARDS D.D.

CHAIMERS Robert James

FILE No.

V-62740 Tel,

SURNAME (IN BLOCK LETTERS) CHRISTIAN NAMES Sl B C.AS.F. UNIT

WAR SERVICE
BADGE
(CLASS)

DATE DESPATCHED:

ADDRESS:

CAMPAIGN MEDALS

REGISTRATION NUMBER AND DATE DESPATCHED

Atlantic Star

690

C.V.S.M, & Clasp

02-
i llﬁl@ﬂ il

(THE REVERSE TO BE USED FOR ESTATE PURPOSES)




MEDALS AND MEMCRIALS—DECEASED PERSONNEL
RCNVR Nov. 45 "GUYSBOROUGH"

REGISTRATION No. DATE OF DESPATCH

(1) MEDALS I
PERSON Ny Later Ady g- 5

ENTITEED T© Mrs. Marion Chalmers - Myther

1006 Pape Ave.,
ADDRESS:
____ TORONTO, Ont.

(2) MEMORIAL CROSS

wiDow

ADDRESS:

(3) MEMORIAL CROSS
R, Mrs. M. Chalmers

1006 Pape Avenue

ADDRESS:






