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CANADA

ATTESTATION FORM
(HOSTILITIES FORM)

FOR MEN OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE

o
SURNAME......... e e e S e S Bl - OFFICTAT NO/

CHRISTIAN NAMES... 201 Jaiies ... .MARRIED, SINGLE OR WIDOWER

PERMANENT ADDRESS | RELIGION

House 1047, New Victoria, Cape Breton Co.,Na

|
= &

DATE OF BIRTH *PLACE OF BIRTH 1 NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN
1ith lareh, 1924.

New Victoria,

*Original Nationality of: Breton.

Father BI :.L t:!. S‘k—l ! : 1-"?61'.""." -.(.;ri c .t or jﬁ 5 C aPe
Mother S E v Uil Sk . =

*If not the son of natural born British parents, particulars to be given at foot of next page.

PERSONAL DESCRIPTION ON ENROLMENT

HEIGHT CHEST MEASUREMENT HAIR EYES COMPLEXION WOUNDS, SCARS, MARKS

A O] . Vediumn 17
Inﬁatedaq‘ Brown Blue Medlum Wil

Deflated.......... 31‘

32

0T L b e e e iy e v

DATE OF ENROLMENT RATING ENROLLING FOR TRADE OR CALLING AND IN WHOSE EMPLOY

20th April,1943.| Btoker 2/c(Temp) Donkeymen--Dominion Goal Cao.,
Active Service

-”Je T -'T'ri C t or j. s TT 4

R.C.N.V.R. Division (or other 53 T

establishment) at which enrolled..........t¥.. =Ho =]

(B) DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY APPLICANT

I hereby declare as follows:—
(1) That I am a British Subject domiciled in Canada.

(2) That I am desirous of being enrolled as a member of the Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve
Force, and that I accept and agree to abide by the rules of the said Force.

(3) That * (a) I haveneverserved, and am not serving in any Naval, Military, Reserv€ ~or Territorial—
Force. ! '

* (D)L SerVedT i o, Vv Vs Vo i Ve Vo eV Ty ot whier petic
record of service, in corroboration of this statement.

*Cross out Clause not applicable.

SERVED IN

NIL

{/;2"[

(¢) I have never been rejected for or dnscharged from any of HIS QJestys For{ces on
account of unfitness.

(4) That the particulars contained above are correct and true according to the best of ly knowledge

and belief. ﬁﬂi‘ l,,, :




(3) On being enrolled as a member of the ... Halifax Division of
Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, I undertake to bind myscli:-—

(a) To serve from the date thereof for the duration of hostilities, being subject to the provisions of the
Naval Service Act, and of the Regulations made in pursuance thereof for the government of the Royal

Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, and to the customs and usages of His Majesty’s Canadian Naval
Service.

(b) To report for active service if called upon in time of war or emergency, and, if called into active
service, to serve ashore or afloat as may be directed, according to where my services are required.

(c) To keep in good repair and condition the articles of uniform and any articles of outfit which may
be issued to me and to return them to the nearest Divisional Commanding Officer or to Training Head-
quarters prior to my discharge or when required so to do by any authorized person, or to pay compensation
for any loss or damage thereto other than fair wear and tear; and also not to wear such uniform or outfit
(which is and remains the property of the Crown) except when on naval duty.

(d) To undergo vaccination or re-vaccination, or inoculation, as considered necessary by the appro-
priate authorities.

Dated this

©

I hereby certify that all the foregoing statements were made by the vqur'uteer above named, in my

presence, and that he has made and signed the above declaration in my presence on this... 0

Signature of and rank of Attesting Ofﬁcer.

Pk Sy

' 4 A - ": il
Tieutenant, R.C.N.V.B.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

JJohn..James. Mclell do sincerely promise and swear (or solemnly
declare) that I will be faithful and bear true allegrdnu to His Britannic Majesty, His heirs and successors
according to law.

\/Signature of Applicant
Witness
Date. 20th. April, . 1945..... Rank...., Ligutenant. Bt

. The Oath of Allegiance may be administered by a Commissioned Officer of the Naval Service.

CERTIFICATE OF ATTESTING OFFICER

having been duly enrolled to serve in the Royal
Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve Force, I have caused his name and every prescribed particular to be
recorded in the Record Book of the Division of the R.C.N.V.R.

or in the appropriate official documents.

Attesting Cfficer.
Lieutenant, R.C.N.V.R.
R.C.N.V.R. Division Stadacona

(or other establishment)
NOTE.—This form when completed and when the particulars on it have been noted in the Divisional
Commanding Officer’s Record Book, is to be forwarded to Headquarters, Ottawa, for custody.

The Certificate of medical examination, B-207, and certificates of previous service are to be sent to
Headquarters, Ottawa, with this form.

Certificates of previous service will be returned after they have been examined at Headquarters,
Ottawa,

Al

1l “\rchm:f




If a copy of this Form is required, Form C.N.S. 1243 is to be used

CERTIFICATE of the Service of

The corner of this Certificate is to be

cut off if the man is discharged with
a “Bad” character or with dis-
grace, or if specially directed
by the Department of Na-
tional Defence (Naval
Service). If the cor-
ner is cut off, the
fact is to be
~. noted in the
Ledger.

Date of birth

Nearest known Relative or Friend

(To be noted in pencil)

Where

Trade brought up to
Religious denominatio

Date passed swimming test

Relationship:.
Address: /7

{

Name; 22

2
{

Man’s signature on dis-
charge to pension

All Engagements, including N.C.S., to be noted in these Columns

Date of actually

volunteering of time

Commencement

Period volunteered
for

Date of actually

volunteering

Commencement

Period volunteered
of time for !

£ 3,

1.&0 4 *
2.

3.

4,

Medals, Clasps, Etc.

Date received or
forfeited

Nature of decoration

Date received or
forfeited

Nature of decoration

Description of Person

Stature

Colour of

Feet | In.

Chest, In.

Com-

Lyes plexion

Marks, Wounds and Scars

On entry s BeT=......ccooov i,

On advancement to man’s rating
or on entry under 28 years

On re-entry for C.S. or for Non-
C.S. after attaining 28 years

Trurther description if necessary....

C.N.S. 459

15M—7-40 (5924)
N.S. 815-9-45p

N

74

Blut At

Ml

CAUTION.—This is an Official document. Any alteration madeé to it without prop
authority will render the offender liable to severe penalties. RO

o %‘\ .
Archivas !
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Name‘ﬂ?ﬁ&_ AINL~ 720 /_f_f/

Ship’s Name 2 (__ ause
(Tenders to be inserted | List and No. i ['p of Discharge
in brackets)
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_ Wounds received in Action and Hurt Certificate; also any Captain’s
Meritorious Service, Special Recommendations, Prize or other Grants Signature




3
Service

Ship’s Name

(Tenders to be inserted | List and No. Rating

in brackets)

From

Cause
of Discharge

Examinations passed and Notations or Qualifications other than those entered on History Sheets

Particulars

Captam s 1gnature

Date

Particulars

Captain’s Signature '

Leal A/E 1Aoy.
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Name i\‘é/rrufo % / ]/E,{ L Conduct

Second./rCInss for Conduet AP : : R 7
Ghludive: datas) Efficiency in Rating—ArricLe 607—I.R.

3. Definition of Terms—As a guide to Commanding Officers when making their award the
From following definitions are given of the terms to be used:—

SUperior....ccccoovsierensivessiniiennnnn. A Man who performs his duties with more than average
to be written Supr. efficiency.

Satisfactory.........ccceveserveene. A man who performs his duties with average efficiency.

Sat.

Moderate..........covverrcireivsinnnnne.. A man who performs his duties in an efficient mannet

Mod. but with less than average efficiency.

Inferior.........cusiissesseissennnnn A man who performs his duties in an inefficient manner.
Inferior.

Nore.—In these definitions “duties’” means the general duties of the substantive rating held, and
“average efficiency” means the average efficiency of all men in the Service holding the same sub-
stantive rating.

The substantive rating held by the man at the time is to be noted in brackets after each assessmeat
thus: Supr. (A.B.).

Good Conduct Badges

Efficiency in Rating, Whether
1st, 2nd, Granted, Character | noting substantive rating R.M.G.

3rd Deprived, in brackets or not
Restored :

Date Captain’s Signature

.f’/{i(‘; ‘7‘5%
Zz@’g,{g 4 CGD&S-M&W

Time forfeited

Numbér of
days

Award-| Served
ed
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T R e e e, siiioio ] OFFICIAL NUMBER. V59518
NAME. e MONEELLL - o R W et e oA e e S e e e T DATE OF BIRTH....11. Mareh, 1924

(Surname) (Given Names)

N.eu....‘i[ic_t.nria......Qape...Jire.mn.....l‘l..-ﬁ.. ...... L e g occupmxo
EDUCATION................ Brade: X . ol

RESIDENCE AT TIME OF ENLISTMENT: Street and No.......... . Ho08@. . X0MT ..o Town........ New. Victoria PrOVINCE, B8 i ivies Dl Dot
ENGAGEMENTS DESCRIPTION

PREVIOUS SERVICE

Date (in figures)

Period Height Hair Complexion Marks or Scars # Served in Rg:lk

Year

R S o ST - A T e | Ly < LRI A Med b SR TN ]

NEXT OF KIN RELATIONSHIP (in pencil).... NAME (in penc;l)

ADDRESS (in pencil): Street and No............. e e e e £ e o P B, (it e A o e T 88 e PRl v T e o i Pt
MEepaLs, CLAsps, HURT CERTIFICATES, PRIZE. MONEY } EXAMINATIONS, CERTIFICATES, ETC.
Date (in figures) Date (in figures)

Particulars Particulars —_— PARTICULARS
Day |Month| Year Month| Year Month| Year

Date (in figures)

28143 | Qual.. Anti=Gas, one day. .

Bapces, G.C. or G.S. BRIEF PARTICULARS OF WARRANT OR C.M. PUNISHMENTS AND C.P. CHARGES

z Granted D STy
L0 (i ighive ) 1st, 2nd or 3rd G.C. Deprived SHIP OR ESTABLISHMENT stclin figuses)

Month| Year or G.S. Restored Day |Month

BRIEF PARTICULARS OF OFFENCE PUNISHMENT

Date (in figures) Davs FORFEITED a.HaFnRECBived
Cells C. Power . Tri In diff. Char.

SEconD Crass For CoNDUCT
From To

5

.. \_APPLICATION’

i (530‘;‘_;.
N.S. 815—7-35




7 i 8 ’ 9 10 11 12 | 13 14 15 16 ‘l?[ 18 19 20 21 22 ‘ 23 24 25 ‘ 26 | 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37

PIB

¥ . . alified Re-Qualifi
Ship or Establishment Rating Character Non-Sub. Rating Qualifie e-Q ed
Month Mc:nthj Year

2 Brotector. 11
Cornwallis

Stedacons
York AL1l.43
Stad(Persian) ... ™5 125 | 1143 Service Certa. . il
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V59518 .OFFICIAL NUMBER | NAME ; TR T et T SR John James OFFICTAL NUMBER Y59518

(Given Name:

| Miissing"per. Gasualty. Listd
PR ancd T Bend  to T

GENERAL REMARKS

.. || MEMORTAL CROSS. sent.toiz........
Mother.,

~House. 1047, :
NEW_VICTORIA, #.§h. (14-9-44),
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AIR MAIL
REGISTERED
N.8. 5951%

- NAVAL SERVICE =

1 May, 1944.

Dear Mrs, McNeils

It is with deepest regret that I must confirm
the telegram of the lst of May, 1944, from the Minister
of National Defence for Naval Services, informing you
that your son, John James HcNeil, Stoker Second Class,
Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, Officlal Number
V.59518, is missing from H.M.C.S. "Athabaskan",

According to the report received from overseas,
your son's loss occurred when H.M.C.S. WAthabaskan" was
torpedoged and sunk by enemy action on the 29th of April,
1944, in the English Channel. Further particulars of
this Naval disaster are being published in the newspapers.

~ TWhile Stoker McNeil is reported as "missing", there
is a possibility of his survival. It is understood that a
number of the crew have been taken prisoners of war by the
enemy. The Red Gross have been informed and are attempting
to obtain from the German Government a list of those taken.
Please be assured that as soon as any further information
respecting your son has been received you will be infdrmed.

Please allow me to express the sincere sympathy
of the Minister of National Defence for Naval Services,
the Chief of the Naval Staff and the Officers and men of
the Royal Canadian Navy, the high traditions of vhich your
son has helped to maintain, .

toups-gfhesrely,

\

\

,SECREIAR}ﬁ N@f?x BOARD .-
Mrs, Katherine McNeil, 'Q,Jbb’“ 5 )

! f
\ &f

House 1047, ; y
NEW VICTORIA, N.S. '




(Information extracted from vecords ab Haval Service Headquarters).

Six copies to be rendered to Naval Service Headguarters

REPORT OF THE DEATH OF AN OFFICER, MAN OR BOY

TA MO, % ATvATE ATRVEDE TR AT A o
ELMEER: - NAVAL SERVICE. HEADQUARLYRS,.at. .O0TAWA, L

Name ........... MeNEIL, R N L e e e
(Christian names in full)

Rank of Rating Official No....¥=595%8;.. B.C.H.V.R,
(If unknown, date of first entry)

Place of Birth............ Now. Victoria, H.8,
Occupation in Civil Life.... Donkeyman ... Religion... Reman Catholiec

Number of years service in the Navy (Long Service R.C.N., or mobilized service in case of R.C.N.

2

(Temporary) or Reserve ratings).......ahtvh. Apedds. 4243, 50,2900 Aprid,

Date of Death............ 29th. Aprdl, 1944 Place ofiDeath... % Sw: oo

Cause of Death After tha. sinking. of H..0.8.. PATHARASEAND due o eneny

(If due to accident, violence, or enemy action, particulars to be stated briefly)

o o Name ......... . Kro«. Eatherine Melleldl, . Relationship ... Mother .. . ..

relative OF {4 qdress ....... House. 1047,
friend.

e S e e

Date on which the above was informed by Ship. Naval. Service Headguarterss. ) May,. 1944

Date on which death was registered with local Officials

In the case of Imperial Service men, whether Active Service, Pensioner or Reserve, date on which the
prescribed return was rendered to the Registrar General in London, Edinburgh or Dublin, accord-
ing to Nationality

Place of Burial... L.'Aberwrach, Findstere,. Date of Burial... 29tk Apedly 1944a. ...

- (if known) (if known)
Brittany, Prance.

Location, Number, ete., of grave....Emmh...cat@mmrsr...Ism;’(_laf.dﬁ,.ﬁﬁmmﬁ_.m,...mn...3;!:?0?..................
if known)

Undertaker employed........... N0%. knowni.
(if any)

If borne for discipline only, date D.S.Q. or invalided

¢ LA 18 orlA]
PHNAAR SEcrRETARY, Naval Doard, h}‘,’%%:}_‘fm
. tE SR RN R RN L LA S AR AR N AN S
Department of National Defence, Pop amﬂﬁpjﬂ:m' HAVAL B '-,\J‘LI’{D.
Ottawa, Canada. }

In all cases this Form is to be sent in addition to the Report by Telegraph required by the
Regulations.

Distribution: File, Imp. W. G. Com., Dom. Stat., Register.

C.N.8. 1121
15M—6-41 (831)
N.8. 815-9-1121
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26 August, 194).

Dear lre. and Mrse. McNe itz

A few days ago I was in the small Brittany port of
L'Abervach. There I met lMme. Mignard. Her daughter Mdlle
Jacgeline and I climbed to the top of a beautiful hill to
place flowers on the grave of your son.

May L offer my most sincere sympathy to you for the
loss of your son John. I have written this letter in the hopes
that it may be of some comfort to you to know that your son's
body lies in a beautiful cemetery, shaded by fir trees, high on
a hill overlooking the sea. Geraniums bloom on his grave which
is bordered with forget-me~-nots. On the cross is inscribed:

John McNeil,
Cogre Buiton,
Alsland Kanada.

After the funeral service, the good people of L'Abervach
paid their resepcts to a brage Canadian and heaped his grave with
flowers.

And each day Mdlle Jacqueline Mignard climbs the hill
to put fresh flowers where John's body rests.

May God comflort you.

(Sgd) JeReH. Kirkpatrick

Lieut.Cdre, R.C.N.V.R.




LANDEDA ( FINISTERE )
le 25 mmrix aout 1944,
¢)

Madame,

Je remplis un pieux devoir en venant vous donner quelques
renseignements sur la mort de votre fils John MacNeil, inkume
dans le cimetiere de ma paroisse de ILandeda,

Dans la nuit du 28 au 29 zmmk ayril 1944, il y eut un
engagement naval au lawge de la cote de Iandeda, Le matin du 29 on
debarque a2 la cote de 1l'Abervrach en Iandeda 27 blesses du cruiser
Athabaska, Votre fils etait du nombre de ces blesses, mais il etait
leplus gravement atteint: il mourut en arrivant dans le petit port,
des suites de ses brulures.

Ie soir, j'appris que les autorities allemandes avaient
1'intention de 1'inhumer dans le cimetiere de Iandeda, Je me presentai
devant le capitaine allemand pour lui demander la permission derscitexr
les dernieres prieres: de 1'Eglise sur les depouilles de votre fids, ILe
cepitaine ne voulu pes me recevoir et me fit declarer que ce n'etait
possible de rendre les dernieres homneurs religieux a ce brave.- J'exprimeral

< alors mon etonnement et je chargerai l'interprebe de faire savoir au
capitaine que je protestais au nom de la famille de la victime et en
mon nom personnel,

Ie corps de votre fils fut alors enterre le lendemain

30 avril le matin vers 10 heures, Et le lendemain 1 mai je celebrai
1a messe pour le repos de son ame, A cette messe assisterent plusiers
persomnes du gquartier de 1l'Abervrach - particulierement la famille du
Docteur Mignard qui prit a cceur l'entrebien de la tombe de votre fils,

Et depuis cette date beaucoup de personnes vont
pieusement s'agenouiller sur la tombe de John MacNeil , la £l
et sans doute elles songent a prier Dieu d'adoucir la douleur de sa
mere,

En terminant je vous prie madame d'agreer 1'expression
de mon respect et de garder X% 1'assurance que la tombe de votre fils
sera entouree des soins les plus pieux Jjusqu'au que les autorites alliees
fassent le necessaire pour vous rendre les restes de votre fils .

sgd F, SALIOU

Abbe Saliou
recteur de la paroisse de landeda Finistere France




* TRANSLATION MIN.(N)
MB/JLa
14-11~45

Landéda, Finistére, France,
October 19, 1945,

Mr. Falhun Aimé, dealer,
Landéda.

To The Honourable
The Minister of National Defence
for Naval Services,
Ottawa.

Mr. Minister:

I have the honour to advise you that a Canadian
seaman has been buried in the local cemetery by the
German Occupation Forces. This seaman is a casualty
of one of your war ships, the'ALTABASKA, that was
sunk in a naval engagement not far from the coast
of Britanny.. The Germans have left no papers, just
the following inscription on the cross:

John McNeil, Cogre Buiton, Olsland, Kanada.

I was sure that with this address I would succeed
in tracing the family; so, I wrote but the letter was
returned to me yesterday. That is why I hawe decided
to send this information to you personally, in the hope
that some day the family of John McNeil may have the
pleasure of knowing where this seaman is buried. The
grave is very well kept and covered with flowers and
will always be looked after. I am almost a Canadian
myself, having lived 20 years in your beautiful country
and having retained most Ppleasant’ memories of it. I
would be very pleased to communicate with the McNeil
family some day and I could send them a few pictures
of the grave.

Hoping that this will be possible with your kind
co-operation and looking forward to your reply, I beg

to remain,

Yours truly,

(Sgd.) Falhun. Dealer,
T Landéda,




EXTRACT FROM GERMAN OFFICTAL TOTENLISTE 219

Nationality Name

Next of Kin

Address

Wounds, Injuries,
etce, remarks.

McNeil John

Cogre=Bueton  Sold
In Olsland

Canada

Body recovered
from sea 29.4..4).
Buried 29....4l.
F'rench Cemetery
Landeda, Square

No. 12, Plot No.18.




DECEASED 29 April 1944 NAVY ) 3 D.D
, D

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFA|[RS. 4 AWARDS ~“WAR SERVICE RECORDS

MCNETL John James V-59518 Sto., 2

SURNAME (IN BLOCK LETTERS) RANK ON :
U M L= S CHRISTIAN NAMES DISCHARGE C.,A.S.F. UNIT

WAR SERVICE

BADGE
(ICLASS) ; DATE DESPATCHED:

ADDRESS:

CAMPAIGN MEDALS REGISTRATION NUMBER AN DATE DESPATCHED

1939=-45 Stapr
C.V,8 .M. & Clas

War Medal

o]
!

650

(THE REVERSE TO BE USED FOR ESTATE PURPOSES)

DVA BOG




"ATHABASKAN" Feb. /45. R.C.N.V.R.
REGISTRATION No. DATE OF DESPATCH

HMCS
MEDALS AND MEMORIALS—DECEASED PERSONNEL

Y

(1, MEDALS : . "
VIEMORIA]

PERSON
ENTITLED TO Mr. Lawrence McNeil =~ Father :
DATE DESP

House 1047,
_ New_Victori&, N.S. = iy
REGN.NO___ /2777

e s s a2 I

(2) MEMORIAL CROSS
wiDow

-

ADDRESS:

(31 MEMORIAL CROSS
Mrs., Katherine licNeil .
3 14 September 1944

MOTHER 2

House 1047 = NEW VICTCRIA,
ADDRESS: Cape Breton , N.S.






