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Still 
Smi iling, 

He's one of the heroes of the 
R o y a l Canadian N a v y but he ' l l 
never go back to sea a g a i n — 
for Telegraphist Chuck K e n t , 
R C N , of Calgary, is ly ing in a 
hospi ta l bed today with the 
1 ower part of both legs amputat­
ed . He miraculously survived 
a direct hit by a German bomb 
dur ing a fight between a C a n ­
adian destroyer and enemy air­
craft. 

A grin on his face, though he's 
s t i l l suffering, the 21-year-old 
sailor relaxed on his pil low in 
hf spit '1 and told how a 2,000-
pound bomb ripped through the 
port bulkhead of the signal 
room and sliced his legs from 
under h i m before careening out 
the starboard side and explod­
ing at the water l ine. 

" I guess you might say I 
just reached the end of m y 
luck , " he said casually. " Y o u 
see once before I was torpedoed 
and spent 12 hours clinging to 
wreckage before being picked up. 
I never thought I 'd finally get 
i t from a bomb. " 

K e n t ' s ship was doing patrol 
duties with four other ships 
about three miles off the coast 
of Spain when attacked by 20 
German bombers "of almost 
every type . " One of the ships, 
a Br i t i sh sloop, was h i t b y a 
bomb dead amidships and sank 
within 40 seconds. 

" I was standing in the corner 
of the room when the bomb 
s t ruck , " K e n t said. " I guess I 
d idn ' t really know what had 
happened. It came fast. The 
only reason I wasn't ki l led was 
because the bomb didn 't explode 
unt i l i t passed through . " 

" T h e bomb cut right through 
m y legs. I came down on the 
stumps and fell over. Blood 
was gushing from the open 
wounds but not like you 'd think. 
The shock slowed up the flow. 
A l l the time I knew what I 
was doing.., I knew I had to 
stop that flow of blood or die 
r ight there." 

" I dragged myself across the 
room and spotted one of the 
crew," he continued in a non-

" A N D , SANTA,—IF IT WOULDN'T BE ASKING TOO M U C H " Periscope 
Prize 

Drawn exclusively for The Crow's Nest by Robert Chambers 

chalant tone. " T h e n I hauled 
out m y knife and cut the straps 
from m y life belt. I handed 
them to the guy and asked h i m 
to tie up m y legs to stop the 
blood. I guess that saved m e . " 

H M C S Winnipeg Knows Meaning 
Of The Words "Merry Christmas" 

by P / S / L t . George Ronald 
H M C S Winnipeg , a minesweep­

er-type, escort ship launched at 
P o r t A r t h u r recently, is prob­
a b l y one of the best-equipped 
vessels at sea t oday—thanks to 
N a v y - m i n d e d Winnipeggers. 

Hundreds of the " l i t t l e th ings " 
which go to make sea life so 
much happier have been con­
tr ibuted by citizens of the M a n i ­
toba capital through the H M C S 
Winnipeg F u n d , begun last A p r i l 
b y M a y o r Garnet Coulter . 
p Here are just a few of the 
things the " W i n n i p e g " has: 3 

wash boards, 6 coffee makers, 2 
toasters, an 8-gallon electric coffee 
urn , 2 pianos, 2 washing mach in ­
es, a soft-drink cooler, 2 waffle 
irons, 2 gramaphones, a radio -
gramaphone, a silver tea ser­
vice, 4 radios, 38 magazine sub­
scriptions, 20 fur vests, a p i n -
bal l game, scores of records and 
several musical instruments . 

On top of that the people of 
Winnipeg , through the F u n d , 
are sending a Chr is tmas gift 
to each member of the ship's 
company. 

A B r i t i s h P o r t — L t . - C d r . H e n ­
r y K . " H a n k " H i l l , R C N V R , of 
Toronto and Kingston , is one 
man who believes i n apply ing 
business principles to the Bat t le 
of the At lant i c . The first rat ing 
on board his ship, H M C S C a l ­
gary , to spot an enemy submar­
ine gets a flat bonus o f $100! 

Altogether, " H a n k " H i l l is 
one of the most unique corvette 
captains at sea today. T o be­
gin wi th , he is past the age con­
sidered most adaptable to the 
rigorous life of " the roughest 
ships afloat." The legend is 
that corvette fighting is a young 
man's game. " H a n k " is 43. 

Wealthy Sportsman 
H e is what the Sunday mag­

azine sections might refer to as 
" a wealthy sportsman". I n his 
right ear dangles a small r ing , a 
salty touch which he and his 
friend J i m m y D a v i s (al»o a 
Canadian N a v y commanding 
officer) considered apropos dur ­
ing a spot of leave at L o n d o n ­
derry. In peacetime he enjoy­
ed a prosperous l i v ing from 
grain, canneries—and in his 
younger days around K i n g s t o n — 
even a newspaper. H e gave 
up the comfort and security of 
these profitable ventures to go 
to sea in 1940. 

H i s name had long been f a m ­
il iar in yacht ing circles around 
Toronto and the N e w E n g l a n d 
states, where he competed (with 
marked success) in international 
races. W i t h the coming of war 
he offered his services to the 
Canadian N a v y and one of the 
first assignments they gave h i m 
was the recruiting of 50 exper­
ienced yachtsmen to serve on 
loan to the R o y a l N a v y . 

" O n one condit ion," said H i l l . 
" I must be counted as one of 
the fifty." 

IN THIS ISSUE 
The following persons have 

very kindly contributed articles, 
cartoons and messages to this 
issue of The Crow's Nest as a 
Christmas gesture to the men 
and women of the Royal C a n ­
adian N a v y : Mr . Stephen Lea-
cock, noted Canadian author 
and humorist, Mr . Lou Zwer-
ling, sports writer, The Star 
and The Chronicle, Hal i fax; 
Mr. Robert Chambers, staff 
cartoonist, The Herald and The 
M a i l , Hali fax; Miss Deanna 
Durbin, lovely Universal P ic ­
tures star; the Hon. Angus L . 
Macdonald, Minister of Nat ion ­
al Defence for Nava l Services; 
Vice-Admiral Percy W. Welles, 
C. B. , R C N , Chief of The .Naval 
Staff; Rev. B. C. Martin, R C N , 
Senior Roman Catholic Chap­
la in . 

The Crow's Nest extends its 
thanks to these contributors. 

Members Of Famed Sea-Faring Tribe 
Proud Of New Destroyer HMCS Haida 

A B r i t i s h P o r t — W h e n the 
members of the " H a i d a " tribe 
heard that the R o y a l Canadian 
N a v y planned to name a T r i b a l 
Destroyer in their honor they 
prompt ly called a Pow-wow. 
T h e y felt deeply appreciative 
of the gesture and so they were 
determined to return the compl i ­
ment i n some form. 

T h a t was why a letter arrived 
just as the newest of Canada 's 
B r i t i s h - b u i l t Trib&ls was being 
commissioned at the shipyard 
which makes this port famous. 
The letter, which contained a 
cheque for One Hundred D o l ­
lars, had been forwarded by 
A . M . D . F a i r b a i r n , Secretary 

t o the Lieutenant-Governor of 
B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a and Chief G i d -
anst an adviser to the H a i d a 
Tr ibe . The money had been 
collected by vo luntary contr ibu­
t ion from members of the tribe 
and was to be devoted to b u y i n g 
comforts for the ship's company. 

The crew of " H a i d a " have 
sent their thanks i n a letter 
signed by C d r . H . G . DeWol f , 
R C N . Commanding Officer. 

A small tribe, numbering less 
than 500 in a l l , the H a i d a Indians 
have a fierce sea-fighting reputa­
t ion that reaches far back into 
the turbulent history of the 
Pacific sea coast R e d men. T h a t 
is. the tradit ion that w i l l be per­
petuated in the lean, tough des­
troyer now faring forth under 
Canada's fighting flag. 

t 



P A G E 2 T H E C R O W ' S N E S T D E C E M B E R 

"If Blood be the Price of Admiralty 
Lord God we ha' paid in full." 

— Kipling 

" T H E CROW'S N E S T " 

Published Every M o n t h by H . M . C . S . "Cornwa l l i s . " 

Captain Humphrey McMaster , R . C . N Patron 
Commander G. McCl intock , R . C . N President 
Lieut . K . Dixon, R . C . N . V . R Secretary-Treasurer 
Lieut . A . Parks, R . C . N . V . R Gen. Director 
A / B J . P . Trainor, R . C . N . V . R Circulation Manager 

Reverend Wi l l iam Hi l l s , R . C . N Editor- in-Chief , 
L / W t r . J . M . Redditt , R . C . N . V . R Managing Editor 
C . P . 0 . James A . Arnott , R . C . N Sports Editor 
Wren K . Reyburn W . R . C . N . S . Editor 

Copy required by 20th of each mouth. 
Communicaticns may be addressed to Editor ial Office 

c/o F . M . O . , Hal i fax , N . S. 
Advertising rates supplied upon request. 

Material appearing In this publication may be copied providing 
acknowledgement is made. 

A l l Material Subjaet to Nava l Censorship. 
Printed by the Truro Printing & Publishing Co. , L t d . 

CHRISTMAS LETTER 

I n hundreds of homes i n C a n a d a this C h r i s t ­
mas there w i l l be joyous re-unions between 
Service men and women, a r r i v i n g home on the 
most precious of a l l l eave—Chr is tmas leave,— 
and their families. I n hundreds of other homes 
there w i l l be a different measure of happiness 
— b u t happiness just the same. There w i l l be 
a letter from a loved one i n the Service. I n 
a great m a n y more homes, however, there w i l l 
be only a half-hearted attempt at being g a y — 
there w i l l be something lack ing in the Chr is tmas 
ce lebrat ion—a boy or g ir l i n the Service won't 
be coming home and there hasn't been a n y 
letter . 

It is to these mothers, wives and sweet­
hearts who won't be seeing their sailors this 
year at Christmas and who haven ' t received a 
Y u l e t i d e message that we offer the fol lowing 
letter, just to t r y to f i l l the gap. 
D a r l i n g : 

Tonight is one of those clear, crisp nights 
when every moment y o u expect to hear some­
one singing a Chr is tmas carol , or church bells 
r inging . I t ' s one of those nights when you 
just sort of sit down and t r y to l ive again a l l 
the Christmases you 've e zer k n o w n — l i k e when 
I sent m y first letter to Santa Claus asking for 
a pup, (gee, how I wanted a real dog I could 
t a l k to and p lay with) and how let down I felt 
when I d idn ' t get h i m . I remember I was to ld 
that word had been received that there 
were so m a n y orders for pups that year there 
just weren't enough to go around. A n d then 
there was the t ime when D a d said he was going 
to set a bear-trap and catch the old gent when 
he came down the chimney. I guess that was 
the closest I ever came to hat ing D a d . A n d 
that same year he gave me that swell , b ig 
sleigh and I guess I never loved h i m more. 
I t was that year, too, that someone gave me a 
bunch of handkerchiefs and I couldn 't figure 
out how anyone expected to make a guy happy 
at Christmas-time g iv ing h i m " h a n k i e s ! " 

A couple more years sl ipped by and I came 
to t h a t perilous t ime when, i n order to s t i ck 
wi th the gang, I had to deny Santa Claus and 
i n order to quiet m y own fears of a b lank 
Christmas I wrote a letter to this doubt ful char­
acter, anyway . M o r e years rolled along and 
I got a job del ivering parcels after school. I 
started saving i n August and b y Chr is tmas I 
was able to give you a wrist -watch . A wr is t -
watch, to me, had always been better than a 
car, or a fur coat, or anyth ing . A n d then, 
when y o u opened the parcel , tears came into 
your eyes and I felt s i l ly and blurted out, " W e l l , 
gee whiz , don ' tcha l ike i t ! " 

I t seems an awful ly long t ime since that 
Chr i s tmas four years ago, just before I was 
about to leave for the coast. B u t your words, 
as we sat together i n the l i v i n g room b y the 
fire, after the others had a l l left,-—those words 
never f a d e — I ' l l always remember t h e m — " T h i s 

has been a lovely day for us w i t h the fami ly 
gathered together, the Chr is tmas carols on the 
radio , the warm fire, the good things to eat, 
the noisy unwrapping of parcels; the mixture 
of joyous freedom and the w a r m t h of peace. 
I t h i n k that this day more than any other 
brings out the meaning of 'home. ' 

" A n d we, who remain here at home, want 
y o u to remember always that this war is being 
fought for all of this , not just for us, as i n d i v ­
iduals . Y o u must not t h i n k of u s — t h i n k i n ­
stead of this Chr is tmas day—of every part 
of i t . T r y to be courageous wherever you are, 
but if some t ime you are afraid , don ' t be as­
hamed. W e must a l l meet fear, at one t ime. 
I t w i l l be your job to conquer i t . M a y G o d 
bless y o u . " 

Yes , dearest, I am remembering that 

Chr is tmas and somehow the memory of i t 
brings me home—I don't feel lonely any more. 
I hope that you , too, w i l l have the feeling that 
I a m wi th you on Chr is tmas d a y — t h a t this 
letter w i l l help to take m y place this year. 
M a y next Chr is tmas see us a l l together again 
to share in the " joyous freedom and the w a r m t h 
of peace" of our home. 

E v e r l ov ing ly , 
Y o u r Sailor . 

RELIGION AND WAR 

by Rev. Wi l l iam Hil ls , R . C . N . 

There have been m a n y answers to the 
question " W h a t is R e l i g i o n . " The simplest 
is often the most profound. Rel ig ion is s imply 
fol lowing a person, and to the C h r i s t i a n that 
Person is Jesus Chr i s t . T o some who pride 
themselves upon their h igh capacity for i n t e l ­
ligence, Jesus Chr i s t is accepted merely as a 
Gal i lean vis ionary. T o more of us, h a v i n g 
gone through the ordeal of four years of bloody 
war, H e reveals Himsel f as the sternest realist 
the world has ever known. Despite the fact 
that some have pictured H i m as a man of meek­
ness and h u m i l i t y to the exclusion of every 
other qua l i ty of personality, yet i t remains 
true that H i s voice is the voice of the E t e r n a l . 

Jesus Chr i s t lays c la im to every depart­
ment of human life. If this c la im had been 
acknowledged by the whole world , i t is certain 
that this oft-quoted line would be untrue :— 

"After 1900 years of Mass 
We've got as far as poison gas.'* 

A n d yet, because H e has not been accepted as 
the W a y , the T r u t h , and the L i f e of men, we 
are forced into a dreadful conflict which is 
none of our m a k i n g nor choosing. Sa id Jesus, 
" A l l they that take the sword shall perish wi th 
the sword . " L e t the rulers of Germany hear 
those words if they w i l l . L e t Corpora l H i t l e r 
l isten to what Corpora l Bonapart said before 
his banishment to the is land of St . H e l e n a : — 

"Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and my­
self founded great empires. But upon what 
did the foundations of our genius depend! 
Upon force. Jesus alone bui% his empire 

upon love and to this day millions of men 
would die for Him. 

} A g a i n he said, "There are- only two powers 
in the world, the spirit and the sword. In the 
long run the sword will always be conquered by 
the Spirit. 

A v i c t o ry for the sword is unthinkable , 
for the dictators would sweep out of existence 
our Churches, which for a l l their imperfections 
have been the cradles of man's search for the 
good life. E ins te in , the scientist, in relat ing 
his experiences in N a z i G e r m a n y concludes by 
saying, " I feel great admirat ion and am t r u l y 
attracted to the C h u r c h , which, has had the 
persistant courage to fight for sp ir i tual t r u t h 
and mora l freedom. I feel obliged to recognize 
that I now admire what I used to consider of 
l i t t le va lue . " 

ET IN TERRA PAX 

The following is a Special Christinas message by 
Rev.B. C. Martin, R. C. N., Senior Jloman Catholic 
Chaplain. 

In these days when the peace of the 
world is disturbed b y the horrors of war, 
one hesitates to repeat the old message 
announcing the A d v e n t of the Pr ince of 
Peace; yet we look forward to the future 
with confidence and hope that after V i c t o r y , 
a permanent peace based on the Chr i s t ian 
virtues of justice and char i ty wi l l be firmly 
established i n the wor ld . T h i s is the end 
and object of our existence as members of 
a great service wi th glorious tradit ions. 

L e t us then unite our voices to those 
bearers of that message that reverberated 
throughout the hil ls of Judea " G l o r i a in 
excelsis Deo, et i n terra pax hominibus 
bonae vo lunta t i s . " 

iTHE GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PRESENT 

TO OUR READERS 

The staff of The Crow 's Nest extends to 
its readers the wish that a l l shal l enjoy a very 
M e r r y Chr is tmas . Speaking on behalf of the 
men and women of The R o y a l Canadian N a v y , 
to the people of this D o m i n i o n , we feel free 
to say that we, in the N a v y , hope i t w i l l be 
our privilege to contribute, i n large measure, 
to an early peace that w i l l ensure that a l l the 
Christmases to come w i l l br ing w i t h them, 
everywhere i n our land , the fullest measure of 
the sacredness, j oy and goodwil l that is the 
very meaning of this festive season. 

ACROSS OUR BOWS 
Letters to the Editor 

Letters to the editor may be accompanied by a fictitious pen-name 
to be used in publication of the letter but, the true name of the author 
must be submitted before the opinion will be published No guarantee 
is given that any letter will be published. The name of the author of 
any letter will not be dituiged to anyone other than the editors. Opin' 
ions expressed here do not necessarily reflect the views of the publishers. 

Same To You 
Dear S i r : 

I look forward to this N a v y 
paper and enjoy i t so very much. 
I t seems to bring my son closer to me, 
although he is overseas. Natural ly , 
he is i n the Canadian N a v y and, like 
a l l mothers, I ' m proud of my sailor. 
Best of luck to you al l and may all 
enjoy a very happy Christmas and a 
successful New Year . 

M r s . E . E . Poirier, 
Los Angeles, CaL, U . S . A . 

Dear S i r : 
We find The Crow's Nest a very i n ­

teresting paper and i t gets read from 
cover to cover, not because our son 
is i n the N a v y but because it really 
is interesting. 

M r s . A . Boniface, 
. Ingersoll, Ont. 

Perhaps Another Time 
Dear S i r : 

For the past year The Crow's Nest 
has come to us regularly as a gift 
from our son who spent that year in 
H M C S " " . We have look­
ed eagerly for its arrival and would 
not like to miss a copy as we loan them 
to others and then file them among 
the "treasures" awaiting our lad's 
return. 

We understand H M C S " " 
was the little Minesweeper referred 
to under the front page column en­
titled " B l a c k E n s i g n " which stated, 
" T h e largest number destroyed by 
any one ship totalled 18 " " 
and they're the proudest ship in the 
whole N a v y . " Y o u can understand 
our bit of disappointment when we 
could not find a picture of that par­

ticular crew on page 8 of the October 
number of The Crow's Nest. How­
ever, we understand that you can't 
print the pictures of al l and it 's fine 
to see the faces of at least a few of 
the gallant lads and to note that they 
come from so many different parts of 
our wide Dominion. Congratulations 
to them and to the staff of The Crow's 
Nest who are turning out such a very 
splendid monthly, 

M r s . James Scobie, 
Wi l ton Grove, Ont. 

We, too, are sorry that we cannot 
print the pictures of all pf our fellow 
Navymen who take part in the many 
valorous deeds performed at sea and 
ashore, but finances and space just 
don't permit. Since the name of the 
ship i n which your son is borne was 
not released by the Department of 
N a v a l Information we are prohibited 
from using i t . I t might be of interest 
to readers to know that, as a Service 
paper, The Crow's Nest is not permit­
ted to "scoop" civil ian publications by 
printing information which would not 
be available to the daily press.—Ed. 

It's Good, Too! 
Dear S i r : 

Act ing upon the request of several 
shipmates to compose a letter or poem 
consisting of traditional words used 
i n the N a v y , and not known to the 
average civil ian, I have written the 
enclosed verses. 

The original idea was to have en­
closed duplicate copies to our homes 
and friends and have them re-write 
it , filling in the explanations for the 
Service terms used i n the poem so that 

Continued on page 3 

• 
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Messages Of High Naval Officials 
Point To Danger Of Complacency 

";. On this our fifth Christmas at war, I am pleased to have the opportunity, 
through the medium of "The Crow's Nest", to extend to all personnel of the 
Royal Canadian Navy my warmest greetings for Christmas and the New Year. 

. Looking back over the past year I feel we have good reason to be encouraged 
by the progress we have made along the path of victory. 

r The coming year, we know, wi7l not be easy. I am sure, however, that, 
whatever difficulties and dangers may lie ahead, the men and women of cur 
Navy will still further enrich the great traditions which are in their keeping. 

Angus L. Macdonald, 
Minister of National Defence for Naval Services. 

M^n and Women of Canada's Navy: 
We, the people of a christian and democratic country, naturally associate 

Christmas with peace. PEACE, the very antithesis of war, means to usFREE 
DOM; freedom of religion, of speech, freedom from want and fear; the four 
freedoms of the Atlantic Charter. This is why perhaps, especially at this Christ­
mas time, we are thinking of the peace to come; this, too, is why we are at war. 

We have now better cause for rejoicing than at any other time of this war. Italy 
has disintegrated and is now fighting by our side; Russia is relentlessly and 
with great vigour driving the Hun back where he came from; the Pacific war is 
now one of Allied offense. But, let us remember, it is only by the undaunted 
and unflagging efforts of the United Nations that the tide of war has changed 
in our favour. 

It, is true we have cause for optimism and that present events augur well for 
shortening the war. We are strong, yes, but our enemies are yet unbeaten and 
will remain so till We have won a just peace. Your strength, or lack of it, will 
be reflected at the peace conference whenever or wherever it may be held. Let us 
be wary of complacency and a slackening of our efforts for, until that day is won, 
there will be no peace on earth to men of good will. 

Percy W. Nelles, 
Chief of The Naval Staff 

Across Our Bows 

Continued from page 2 

we might find some amusement from 
their answers. 

Upon finishing this composition 
i t was suggested that I forward it to 
you , with the idea that you might pub­
l ish i t and we could send printed 
material home. 

Sincerely, 
H . A . Cox, S.A., 
H M C S Avalon, 
St. John's, Nf ld . 

The poem appears elsewhere in this 
edition. Just one more suggestion— 
why not give the folks a chance to 
become more familiar with the N a v y 
by sending them all subscriptions to 
the paper? One dollar a year does 
i t . (Advt . )—Ed. 

Gash, Lady, Thanks! 
Dear Sir : 

In the excitement of my recent 
marriage on Oct. 9, I slipped up on 
sending in my renewal before, so could 
you please continue my subscription 
from the September issue. 

Congratulations on the "greatest 
little paper in the world . " It gives 
us women at home a chance to know 
about the life our men are leading. 
Keep up the good work. 

Sincerely, 
A Crow's Nest F a n , 
Toronto, Ont. 

We wish you every happiness. 
Since receiving your letter the staff 

members all have bruised ears from 
going through doors too carelessly.— 
E d . 

We Hope So, Too 
Dear Sir : 

I read The Crow's Nest every month 
and enjoy it very much. I hope the 
paper continues to cheer up the boys 
in the N a v y . I find it swell reading. 
I am sending money, for which please 
send a monthly edition to my wife. 
I 'm sure she will enjoy i t as much as 
I do. 

Yours truly, 
E . Soucie, L / S t o . 

You're Right, B u t — 
Dear Sir : 

I n your November issue of The 
Crow's Nest (page 5) I noticed a 
picture of a N a v y band playing which 
has aroused our interest inasmuch as 
it has resulted i n a discussion of the 
ethics of the uses of the Union Jack. 
I was always of the opinion that our 
Flag was never allowed to be used as 
drapes; that it should never be flown 
so that i t trailed in the dust, or used 
as a table cover. Now as you can 
plainly see in the picture, the Union 
Jack is not only under the feet of every 
man there but i t is so far on the ground 
that the ends of it are tucked under 
in the dust, whereas in the back­
ground the Stars and Stripes can be 
seen flying, plainly. Maybe I am 
all at sea regarding the uses the N a v y 
can put the flag to, but anyway, it 
wil l show you how well we read and 
look at The Crow's Nest which we 
enjoy very much, especially as we 
have one son, John Vidler, A B , in 
the N a v y , at present stationed at 
Sydney, N . S., and another son over 
in England in the A r m y . 

Promising Array Of Ice Talent 
Assures Good Games At T e g 

by P / S / L T . George Ronald 
Hockey is again under way between the services in Winnipeg and H M C S 

Chippawa has a promising-looking array of talent working under the direction 
of playing coach B i l l A l lum, last year a defenseman with the American League 
champions, Buffalo Bisons. 

Harry Ne i l , former Winnipeg Monarch mentor, and last year's N a v y coach, 
remains with the team i n an advisory capacity. 

Here are the players, with their previous clubs: 
Goal—Gordie Be l l , Buffalo Bisons, American League champions; Harry 

Barefoot, Winnipeg Monarchs. 
Defence—Remi Vandaele, Montreal Royals; B i l l Heindl , Portage L a 

Prairie Terriers; Hughie M i l l a r , Omaha Knights of the American Association^ 

Joe Be l l , New York R a n - — 

York Rovers; Tommy Fowler, D a v e 
Nichol and Carl Gardener, Winnipeg 
Esquires, and Doug Lewis, Buffalo. 

Sub-Lt . Leacy Freeman, of M o n ­
treal, is manager. O/Sea Ray Dowl -
ing is equipment manager and Sto I I 
B i l l Hendry is water boy. 

Forwards-
gers; Wal ly Stefaniw, Cleveland Bar -
ens; Lou Medynski , New York Rovers; 
Morden Skinner, Baltimore Orioles; 
"Vic Lofvendahl, Springfield Indians; 
Joe Peterson, B i l l Vickers and Ben 
Jurda, Winnipeg Rangers; Gus 
Schwartz and Spence Tatchell , New 

Dockyard A H - S t a r s 
Formidable Cage Team 

by L/Sea. E . Battaglia, PTI 

Escort Forces 
sports activities 
have been right on 
the beam lately, 
with plenty doing 
both on the soccer 
fields and in the 
gymnasium. The 
Canadian boys,par­
ticularly, are mak­
ing more and more 
use of facilities in 
the gym for basket­

ball and volleyball.Due to the weather 
becoming too chilly for outdoor sports 
as many as three games an afternoon 
have been played by Canadian ships. 

The R N ships are stil l having their 
go at soccer every day but games are 
limited owing to lack of sufficient 
playing fields and gear. 

The Dockyard All-stars swamped 
the " Y " Flashes in the first game of the 
Y M C A House basketball loop by a 
57-24 score. 

The N a v y lads made it a fast and 
furious game with quick passing and 
accurate shooting that had the heavier 
" Y " boys lost. 

Line-ups: All -stars— Connors 10, 
Connell, Wedley 8, Levantis 9, Whalen 
20, Kap lan 10. Flashes—Johnson, 
Craig 4, Trudy 11, Warrell 4, Fraser 2, 
Harriman, Hunter 1, Stone 2. 

In invitation games with the Air 
Force of the Eastern A i r Command 
the All-stars have won two games out 
of three. 

Capt. " D ' s " Writers and Gunnery 
staff have taken to playing volleyball 
in the Gymnasium and have played as 
many as two or three games a week. 

I n closing Capt. " D ' s " Sports staff 
takes the opportunity of wishing all 
ships and establishments the compli­
ments of the season. 

Mechanical Training Department 
Gives Schooling In Many Fields 

East of R C N Barracks' power plant, at Hali fax, with its tal l smoke stack, 
lie two, long , low, brick and concrete buildings which house the present-day 
Mechanical Training Establishment, Halifax. They are planned, and provide 
excellent facilities for the instruction of Engine Room personnel. 

The M T E is devoted also to do teaching of trades and the development 
of skills necessary i n the Engineering Department of the N a v y . A section of 
the building is segregated for quietness and the isolation necessary for class 
room instruction in Engineering, Mathematics, Mechanics and allied subjects. 

Not Always So Good 
Not always has the M T E been so well housed. Following the outbreak 

of the present war, Engine Room personnel were trained in the Forum, near 
Halifax's Exhibit ion Grounds. Then a rather ancient building was obtained 
in the Dockyard. Here new entries of all rates for the first time, learned what 
was in a Boiler Room and Engine Room of a Service vessel. Leading Stoker 
Courses for ratings with sea experience were also conducted. I n charge at 
that time was L t . - C d r . (E) B . H . Dodds, R . N . 
. While the M . T . E . in Halifax gave 

Hoping you will, put me right on 
the picture, 

M r s . Moll ie Vidler, 
Erieau, Ont. 

We must admit to being a bit shaky 
on the regulations, ourselves, but it 
is our opinion that the flag is only 
supposed to be used decoratively at 
funerals and on pulpits. However, 
it is likely that the decorations in the 
picture were arranged by well-meaning 
persons who did not know the regul­
ations and the Navymen probably 
decided discretion was the better part 
of valour and said nothing about 
them. We think a closer inspection 
of the picture will show, however, 
that the flags do not cover the top 
of the bandmaster's dias nor the band­
stand. The front row men have 
accidentally placed their feet upon 
the flag-covered railing. 

You Should Be Proud! 
Dear Sir : 

I must say The Crow's Nest is a 
wonderful paper, especially to us N a v y -
minded mothers. How delighted we 

were to see our daughter's picture in 
the November number as she took 
part i n the W R C N S Revue. She is 
the sixth one in the front row and 
joined up last March in Calgary, A l ta . , 
and had been at H M C S Cornwallis 

instruction in steam-operated marine 
equipment, the M . T . E . at Pictou, 
N . S., conducted courses i n marine 
internal combustion engines. 

E a r l y in 1942 this establishment was 
closed down, and from then on both 
kinds of training were given i n Halifax. 

I n the autumn of 1942 the present 
modern buildings were occupied, and 
Cdr . (E) B . R . Spencer, R C N . , who 
had been responsible for west-coast 
training, was appointed Officer-in-
Charge of the M . T . E . , Halifax. L t . -
Cdr . .(E) I . J . L . Palmer, R C N R , was 
later appointed as his assistant. 

Many Courses 

The Mechanical Training Establish­
ment H M C S Stadacona is now devoted 
to the training of Leading Stokers and 
Leading Stoker's (M) . 

The training shops at this port 
consist of the Machine Shop, Engine 
Fi t t ing Shop, Boiler and Blacksmith 
Shop, Coppersmith and Sheet M e t a l 
Shop, Bricklaying Shop, Pattern Shop, 
Moulding Shop and Internal Com­
bustion Engine Shop. 

New entry training has been trans , 
ferred from Halifax, to the M T E . 
H M C S Cornwallis, Cornwallis, N . S . 

Avalon Navy Pins 
By J i m Martin 

Well , spillers, we're back again 
with more dope on how the Avalon 
Seniors are getting along in the alleys. 
'T is queer, this keeping a bowling 
team together—no foolin'. One fel­
low is drafted, then another goes on 
leave, someone is moved—and what 
does the captain of the team, wind 
up with? Right! A great b ig head­
ache. 

The team is rolling along quite 
smoothly at present and is taking all 
opposition right i n its stride. We 
have a fair record to look at now. 

since last A p r i l , i n the clothing stores, 
but is now stationed at Victoria, B . C. 
We are very proud to have al l our 
children in the Forces—Wren Iris 
Drew, H M C S Givenchy; L / S e a . Colin 
A . Drew, D E M S ; Pte. G . T . Drew, 
R C A S C , in England; L / S e a . G . A . 
Drew, on convoy duty. 

M r s . A . Drew, 
Victoria, B . C. 

Pictured above are Iris and Gordon 
Drew, who met in Halifax i n August 
of this year .—Ed . 

Thanks? 
Gentlemen?: 

Herewith one buck from my latest 
casual for which I would like you to send 
a subscription to my young brother 
who is i n hospital. 

Yours for more leave and sunshine, 
Jack Sheehan, 
H M C S Avalon, 
St. John's, Nf ld . 

We know something about you, too, 
Sheehan—Ed. 

The team has played seven games 
in which a team receives a total of 
three points a game if all three frames 
are won. We now have an aggregate 
score of 20 points out of a possible 21. 
We also have the highest three-
frame score for a four-man team in the 
league; a big 2800. We have the high­
est single score in the league, too—375, 

We hope our abruptnes won't put. 
you off but the gang of us want the 
remaining alloted space to wish you 
Crow's Nesters— 

A Very Merry Christmas and A 
More Prosperous New Year, from the 
N a v y Seniors, R C N Stores. 

_ .— o — 

M O N T R E A L N A V A L GROUP 
A N ACTIVE ORGANIZATION 

One of Montreal 's most active ex-
Servicemen's organizations, the M o n ­
treal ex-Naval Men's Association has 
written the White Ensign Association 
of Halifax expressing a willingness to 
affiliate wi th it in a Dominion-wide 
organization. 

The Montreal group was formed 
in M a y of 1938 when a number of 
former Nava l officers and ratings 
gathered together and were given 
temporary meeting quarters in the 
R C N V R division there. The assoc­
iation grew in size and became well 
known throughout the city. Meetings 
are carried out in typical N a v y style 
and many pleasant social events are 
held in the club rooms each year. 
T h e ' members also devote a good 
deal of their time to doing welfare 
work among ex-Naval men and no 
less than 45 joined the armed forces 
to go on active service. Of these 
three have already given their lives 
in action. 

Halifax Naval Veterans' Association 
Elects New Slate Of Executive Officers 

The movement toward a united 
Naval men's group, a? suggested 
to other N a v a l Associations through­
out the country by the White Ensign 
Association of Halifax, this fal l , has 
begun to get results, according to 
W. E . Pounder, secretary of the W . E . A . 
M r . Pounder recently received a letter 
from the Montreal ex-Naval men's 
association i n which it was stated that 
that organization is in full accord with 
the plan to unify the Nava l groups 
and expand on a Dominion-wide basis. 

New Otlieers 

The White Ensign Association last 
month held its annual meeting and a 
new slate of officers was elected. The 
Association executive for this year is 
made up of: Patron, the Hon. Angus 
L . Macdonald; Hon . Pres., Vice-
Admiral P . W . Nelles, R C N ; Pres., 

Capt. (E) J . G . Knowlton, R C N ; 
Vice-Pres., Cdr . T . Hood, R C N V R ; 
Chairman, C P O W. H . Po lh i l l ; Vice-
Chairman, J . G . Wi lson ; Secy.-treas., 
W. E . Pounder; Asst. Secy., C. F . 
Christ ian; Executive committee (civ­
i l i an )—W. Wilson, W . Melhuish, J . F . 
Owen, J . Crawley; R C N committee— 
W / O R. J . Ventham, W / O J . F . M c ­
N e i l ; C P O J . Jensen; press secy., C P O 
S. C. Rose; Master-at-Arms, E . Smith ; 
Advisory board—CPO J . Jenkins, 
W / O M . E . Priske, E . G . Johnson. 

Members of the Association made 
a creditable showing on Remembrance 
D a y when they paraded to the Sailors' 
Monument in Halifax i n company with 
a detachment of Royal Canadian 
Nava l Sea Cadets. Cdr . Hood, vice-
pres. of the association placed a wreath 
on the monument. 
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MIRANDA 

By Henry Sherman, A . B . 

Yesterday, in the cool shades of 
evening, I flung myself on my white 
charger and rode furiously down to 
the beach i n a wild gallop guaranteed 
to turn the hair of every onlooker 
white on the spot. What a ride! 

Unfortunately, I have no white 
charger, so I walked. What a pro­
menade! 

As far as I was concerned, all of 
life had slowed down to a walk. I 
was really feeling low. Wandering 
down through the sand, I came a¬
cross my mind, which was doing a 
little bit of wandering on its own, 
but took no notice of i t . We weren't 
on speaking terms. Every time I 
wanted i t , the darned thing could 
never be found. 

I strolled through the sand look­
ing for solace, comfort, or a bottle of 
beer. How I longed to hear the gir l ­
ish voice of a gir l . Or the cooing 
voise of a coon. Anything at al l . 

" H e l l o , there!" 
It was the fishy yoice of a fish. A n d 

a tai l f in tickled my nose. 
I turned around, and in my very 

fish-side manner murmured, "Pardon 
me chum, but you're all wet." Not 
meaning to be rude, of course but 
facts are facts. 

" W h y don't you take your hat off 
when you address a lady?" 

M y goodness! F ish have sex?????? 
B y this time my eyes had grown 

sufficiently accustomed to the half-
light for me to discern that I was talk­
ing to a half-fish. A n d not half-bad 
either. 

Tipping my hat politely, I relaps­
ed into the vernacular, as it were, and 
offered my paw, saying, " G i v e me 
some s k i n ! " She gave me some f in. 
Across the old beezer. 

" Y o u are in the presence of a lady. 
Please conduct yourself accordingly." 

I conducted myself accordingly. 
"Pleased ta meetcha," I said. 

"That ' s much better,"she retorted. 
A n d proceeded to file her nails. 

Since time began, every story writ ­
ten about mermaids has discovered 
the heroine sitting on a rock, comb­
ing her hair. Take i t from me, it 
is al l a lot of flotsam. She should be 
filing her nails. A l l mermaids file 
their nails. Even the bald ones. 

Natural ly , this sudden appearance 
left me a little surprised and open-
mouthed for a while. However, by 
the time three flies had flown in and 
I had swallowed one, I knew it was 
time for me to change my tactics. 

"Pardon me, but you don't look 
like Margie, or any one else I don't 
know, for that matter. Just who 
are you?" 

" M i r a n d a . Miranda the Corn­
wallis M e r m a i d , " she said. " I live 
beyond the jetty i n a sunken cave. 
Now come here, si l ly. I 'm going to 
think all those stories about sailors 
are just so many fish tales if you don't 
sit a little closer." 

Having been raised to obey a wo­
man's slightest wish, who was I to 
argue? I sat a little closer. 

" Y o u see,"she confided. " I want 
you to do me a favour." 

Wel l ! Imagine that! Umpteen 
thousand, six hundred and eighty 
three men at this base (including the 
Captain) and Miranda had selected 

The Ultimate Fate of the Chesapeake 

me as her confidante. Would I help 
her! Would I do her a favour! 
Would I sit closer! Hummmmmmmm? 

" I ' m asking you," she continued, 
"because I feel I know you better 
than the others. I 've watched you 
many times, here on the beach." 

The memory of a certain night and 
a certain Wren rushed through my 
brain. Just how much did she know? 
A n d how much had she seen? Well , 
she'd just have to be broad-minded. 
That 's a l l . 

" H o w do you know?" I asked. 
This was getting out of my depth. 

" A h ! " said Miranda , without drop­
ping a stitch. She was knitt ing now. 
A l l mermaids knit . For the N a v y 
League. 

" Y o u see,"Miranda p r o c e e d e d . 
"Things are pretty tough on us girls 
now. A l l the mermen have been 
drafted as submarine-raid wardens, 
and things just don't seem the same 
any more. I just don't know what 
to do with myself." 

I looked at Miranda . She looked 
at me. A n d there, in the dusk of 
eventide, two minds met, or some 
thing along those lines. She cut 
quite a charming figure in the warm 
after-glow of sunset, with her cool, 
l impid eyes, her graceful figure! and 
long, flowing green hair. A l l mermaids 
have green hair. Some long and 
flowing. Some short and dribbly. 
B u t all green. 

Miranda , I thought, was well fitted 
to do a terrific morale job on H . 
Sherman, V-65913, R C N V R . B u t I 
said nothing. Miranda , I could tell , 
was thinking, too. 

After thinking thusly for a few min­
utes, we returned to normal again 
with a jerk, whom we both ignored 
for the rest of the evening. 

" T o return, " Miranda returned, 
" I want you to get me an application 
blank, forthwith and without more 
ado. I want to be a W r e n . " 

"Certa in ly , I ' l l get you an applic­
ation b lan—a what?" 

" A Wren . " 
" A Wren?" 
"Yes , a W r e n . " 
Miranda , it seemed, wanted to be­

come a Wren. 
" B u t M i r a n d a , " I pleaded. " I t 

all seems so strange. So bizarre. So 
je ne sais pas what to do." 

" A n d what is wrong with a mer­
maid joining the Wrens?" 

"Noth ing . B u t isn't i t a little 
unusual?" 

I had a v iv id mental picture of 
Lieut . Carruther's, WRCNS,expression 
when I asked her for an application 

by Stephen Leacock 

(Exclusive To The Crow's Nest) 

Everyone recalls from his school history the immortal story of the great 
fight between the American Frigate "Chesapeake" and the Bri t ish Frigate 
"Shannon" outside of Boston on June 1, 1813. It is not merely the victory 
of the "Shannon" that is remembered but the chivalrous nature of the conflict, 
the ships meeting after a courteous challenge from Captain Broke of the 
"Shannon" to Captain Lawrence of the "Chesapeake." Broke generously 
offered to send any of his attendant vessels out of range of helping him. The 
ships were an even match—"Shannon" 1,066 tons, broadside 544 pounds, 
crew 330; the "Chesapeake" 1,135 tons, broadside 570, crew (about) 400. 

The result of the battle was a complete Victory for the "Shannon" but 
with terrible loss on both sides. Lawrence was mortally wounded; Broke so 
desperately wounded as never fully to recover, though he lived to be an A d ­
miral and only died in 1841. There is a fine account of the battle in M r . C . 
H . J . Snider's book "The Glorious Shannon's Old Blue Duster." 

A " C h u n k " of Wood 
Now I have always had a certain personal interest in the "Chesapeake." 

I have on my library table a " chunk" of very hard wood (teak or mahongany, 
I suppose) about 8 inches by 3 by t\ inches, that was originally a piece of the 
"Chesapeake." I have had it for nearly 70 years, the kind of thing you never 
lose if you pay no attention to it , and like the fidelity of an old friend. 

When I was leaving England 

" L o o k here men—there are ship's mascots and there are ship's 
mascots! " 

67 
years ago, as a little boy of six, my 
grandfather who lived in the Isle of 
Wight gave me this piece of wood 
and said, " T h a t was a piece of the 
"Chesapeake." Written on it in his 
writing, but now faded beyond re­
cognition, were the words—A Piece 
of the American Frigate Chesapeake— 
captured 1813. 

I always wondered how my grand­
father came to have a piece of the 
"Chesapeake," and this gave me an 
interest in the fate of the vessel. 
But any printed account in the histories 
merely said that the "Chesapeake" 
was taken across the Atlantic to Eng­
land— which is quite true,— and was 
commissioned in the service of the 
Royal Navy ,—which is not so. 

But it has only been of late years 
when I have been concerned wi th 
writing Canadian History and espec­
ially recently when I have been oc­
cupied writing a historical intro­
duction (Canada and the Sea) for the 
narrative of Canada's War at Sea 
which M r . Leslie Roberts is compiling 
under official auspices, that I have 
been able to get full details of the 
fate of the old ship. I am indebted 
here very greatly to the library staff 
of the Boston Public Library. 

The amazing thing is that the 
"Chesapeake" was taken on to E n g ­
land, and is still there,— all the best 
timbers of the vessel, built in solid 
as they came out of the ship went into 
the making of a mil l and still throbbing 
and quivering all day as the mi l l , a 
hundred and twenty-three years old, 
still hums in an English village, grinding 
corn. 

Noble Resting Place 
The mi l l is at Wickham,— and if 

you don't know where Wickham is, 
I may say it 's near Farcham,—and 
Farcham?, well, close to Portchester, 
— and Portchester?,— well, that's 
where I lived in England. Anyway, 

form for a mermaid called Miranda ; 
but Miranda was in no mood to be 
trifled with . 

" I want to join the Wrens." 
She had courage. 
" I want to join the Wrens." 
She had determination. 
" I want to join the Wrens." 
She had a one-track mind. B u t 

what a figure! A n d , since figures 
don't lie, who was I to argue with a 
figure like that? 

" A l l r ight , " I said. " I ' l l do it , M i r ­
anda, just to seal our friendship." 

Wel l , Miranda has her own ideas 
as to what materials should be used 
for sealing friendships and, late last 
night, as I wended my way to my 
palatial pallet in Unicorn Block, I 
felt strangely elated. We have a 
date for tomorrow night, same time, 
same place, but, as today is The 
Crow's Nest deadline, I won't be able 
to tel l you about i t t i l l next month. 
B y then, who knows, she may be 
busily engaged with P . T . in the Gait 
swimming pool. 

B u t before going, there is one scien­
tific fact that must out, D r . Wi l l iam 
Beebe please note. Miranda didn't 
taste at all like a fish. 

all these places are in Hampshire, freely 
admitted to be (by all who live there) 
the noblest of the English counties. 

So there's the mi l l , and nobody 
knows about i t . The reason is that 
people who know all about the "Chesa­
peake" know nothing of Wickham 
and people who live in Wickham 
know nothing about the "Chesapeake," 
though of course they all know about 
the old mi l l . If you said, " T h a t mi l l 
was built out of the American ship 
"Chesapeake" wasn't i t ? " . They'd say, 
" A y , like as not!",—meaning that 
that would be just the k i n d of thing to 
build a Hampshire mil l out of. 

Here is the story, though lack of 
space forbids ful l citation of authorities. 

After the battle of the 1st of June 
the "Chesapeake" was sailed (or partly 
towed?) to Halifax harbour,—a voyage 
of five days. She entered the harbour 
in the wake of the "Shannon" 
on June 6, presenting a terrible con­
trast of glory and tragedy, pride and 
honour —gay strings of bright flags 
of victory flying above but battered 
ports and broken bulwarks, patched 
up as might be after the havoc of the 
broadsides. 

Judge Haliburton, the famous writer 
still remembered for Sam Slick, went 
on board. "The Chesapeake," he 
wrot e, "was like a charnel house 

main deck filled with hammocks 
of the wounded, dead and dying 
the deck had of necessity (heavy 
weather?) not been cleaned steeped 
in gore as in a slaughter house." The 
body of Captain Lawrence who had 
died on board, lay on the quarterdeck 
under the Stars and Stripes. He was 
buried, with many of his men, i n 
Halifax. 

Lost in History 

The "Chesapeake," refitted as might 
be, was sailed across to Portsmouth 
There history loses her with the false 
lead that the Royal N a v y recommis-
sioned the ship. This is not so nor 
can I find any definite authority to 
say that she ever sailed again. She 
was bought as she stood for 500 by a 
M r . Holmes. He broke up the vessel, 
sold several tons of copper from the 
sheeting with all fittings and timber 
and doubled his money. The main 
timbers were pitch pine, new and 
sound and some of them were sold for 
house-building in Portsmouth but 
the best of them we re bought by a 
M r . John Prior for £200 to build a 
mi l l . This he duly erected (1820) 
in the hamlet of Wickham. The 
main timbers of the deck, built into 
the structure intact, were (and are) 
32 feet long and 18 inches square. 
The purloins were used, just as they 
were, for joists. 

W i t h that the "Chesapeake" was 
forgotten and Wickham,—it anti-
dates the Norman Conquest,— fell 
asleep again. 

Forty years later a descendant, or 
relation (I cannot trace him) of Cap­
tain Broke of the "Shannon" got 
interested in gathering information 
In a memoir which he wrote he quotes 
a letter from the Vicar of Farcham, 
date of 1864, with the information 
given above and the statement that 

the timbers of the "Chesapeake" (iin 
fact the whole mill) seemed "good 
for centuries yet." 

They talk in centuries in Hampshire . 
Then comes another sleep. 
Then a Hampshire Gazetteer a n d 

Guide of 1901 reports that the mil l at 
Wickham made of the timbers of the 
"Chesapeake" is still intact and in 
active operation. 

Then followed another sleep of the 
topic t i l l in 1943 I woke it again by 
writing to the present Vicar of F a r c ­
ham. I hadn't written sooner be­
cause, although I knew the "Chesa­
peake" was in a mil l , I was looking 
for the mil l to be on the Isle of Wight. 

So I wrote to the Vicar of Farcham 
who referred me to M r . George Orwell 
of Farcham who has done a lot of 
antiquarian work, especially in things 
concerning the N a v y and whose writ­
ings under the name of Historcies 
are well known to all people who love 
Brit ish Antiquities (very fine people.) 

M r . Orwell writes me to say that 
the mi l l is still (April 4, 1943) quite 
as i t was, timbers and al l , going 
strong and likely to go a long while 
yet. J 

What ought to be done about it? 
These timbers of the deck of "Chesa­
peake,"— rebuilt into their earlier 
semblance, should have something— 
of the sacred memory of the deck of 
the "Victory." Why not buy them 
and give them to the United States? 
They should be a gift to the Naval 
Academy at Annapolis. Those who 
know that place wil l recall its trophies, 
— the proudest part of the establish­
ment. There swings still afloat the 
schooner—"America" that won the 
cup in 1850 something, never recap­
tured; there is the old "Constitution" 
and the "Reina Mercedes" and there 
in the great hall is Perry's flag with 
his "Don't give up the Ship", and 
much else. 

The "Chesapeake" would build into 
a fine platform, the old deck, repro­
duced, for M r . Churchil l to lecture 
from. 

Snappy WinterProgram 
Started At "Chippawa" 

H M C S Chippawa is now embarked 
on a program of top-notch entertain­
ment for the winter months. 

A new stage has been erected at 
one end of the parade deck and the 
Canadian Legion War Services and 
Winnipeg Co-ordination Board enter­
tainment troupes are presenting the 
men with the very best in " l i v e " 
musical and comedy program. 

The Legion has also provided a 
projector for movie shows and con­
tributed $400 to the cost of construc­
tion of the stage. 

Inter-divisional competition and 
rivalry has been heightened by a new 
program of boxing. The ring erected 
on the main deck is just the thing for 
these shows. Boxing instruction ab­
sorbed during regular classes in the 
daytime is on display at these evening 
tournaments under direction of the 
P T I ' S . 

Don't Know Place 
Y o u can take it from Chief Engine 

Room Artificer Percy Pocklington 
that members of the Winnipeg Winter 
Club absolutely "didn ' t know" their 
former premises when they inspected 
H M C S Chippawa at an "open house" 
on November 20. 

Chief Pocklington, superintendent 
of the Winter Club bui ld ing since 
1927, "stayed on " after the N a v y 
took over. A n d he says some club 
members actually had to ask at times 
what part of the building they were i n 

Hundreds of civilians, and members 
of the other armed forces, wandered 
the length and breadth of the ship. 
Officers and ratings were on hand to 
answer their questions about all the 
things that go to make a smoothly-
functioning training centre. 

Winnipeg and Chippawa are now 
perfectly well acquainted. 
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INSIDE H O L L Y W O O D 
By William H. Mooring 

(Exclusive to "The Crow's Nest") 

It would be a nice thought for Christmas, but those of 
us who know from experience, how costly is the luxury of 
overconfidence, are not going to fall for i t . I 'm speak­
ing of the dangerous attitude of "oh-the-war's-all-over-
except-for-the-shouting", which spread through Hol ly ­
wood as soon as United Nations forces set about Italy. 

The Hollywood Victory Committee which arranges for 
movie stars to go on war bond tours and concert trips to 
the fighting fronts, noticed a cooling off of interest. Some 
of the stars—and they' l l be named one of these days— 
have always "ducked" whenever asked to go, but now 
more and more are doing i t . 

4 Buck U p "Lead-Swingers" 
It 's been getting so bad that Hollywood had to call a meeting of those stars 

who have been "doing their b i t " in this direction, to see whether they could 
shame those who haven't. 

At the meeting, which was thick with celebrities, most of whom didn't know 
just what was coming up, were Bob Hope, Gracie Fields, Jack Benny, K a y 
francis , Frances Langford, and several others who've been around the world 
to sing for the boys. Suddenly at the back of the hall , someone saw two men 
in uniform. Capt Clark Gable and Lieut-Commander Robert Montgomery. 
They got up to speak when called and every word they said had been passed 
by the Official censorship authorities. If i t hadn't they'd probably have told 
some of these stars what they think of them. 

Hot "Our Gracie!" 
Later Gracie Fields was asked to 

make a recording on her recent con­
cert tour for E . N . S . A . which took 
her through Great Britain, North 
Africa, and Sicily and would have 
included Italy if she'd had enough 
time left. No one among the British 
colony, nor even among the Americans 
in Hollywood, has done as much as 
Gracie, in troop concerts and war 
charities work, yet a few disgrunt­
led people back in England seem to 
"p i ck" on her every time she come3 
back to her job on this side. They 
overlook the fact that she is doing 
a valuable service to the Cause by 
helping create understanding and 
good humour between Brit ish and 
American people. Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill knows it , how 
ever, and he has ordered a strict cen­
sorship on the official Eighth Arrr.y 
paper "The Crusader" because its 
editor recently singled out Gracie 
for an attack aimed at all Brit ish 
people who do not stay all the time 
in Br i ta in . 

I dropped over to see Gracie one 
morning. She'd just started read­
ing and humming a new song. That's 
how she learns' e::n. Sits alone and 
hums them over quietly to herself 
before she tries them w i t h her pian­
ist. Anyway she put down the song 
when the radio blared that M r . 
Churchill had just said it was unfair 
to criticise Gracie when she'd been 
doing so much. Soon newspaper 
people began calling her for her re­
action. " O h just let's get on with 
the job and make no more fuss", she 
told them, "stupid criticism isn't go­
ing to help win the war . let every­
body do all he can whatever his job 
and wherever it happens to take 
h i m . " Then she sat down and wrote 
a cable message to M r . Churchill . 
" Y o u are very k ind , " i t ran, "and I 
thajik you. God bless you. Gracie 
Fields." If only a few more in Hol ly ­
wood would follow her example, the 
Victory Committee wouldn't find it 
so difficult to get talent to entertain 
the boys. 

Prefer Reel Action 
Some of the biggest movie stars 

think up the lamest excuses: they 
don't really know there's a war on 
at al l . They haven't gone short: 
they haven't been bombed. As 
Gracie says "Everybody ought to be 
able to see what I saw in Sici ly: It's 
surprising what courage comes to you 
when you need i t . " 

I guess Christmas in Hollywood 
will this year find more uniformed 
"visitors" from Great Bri ta in , Canada 
and other Allied countries, than ever. 
So arrangements are being made for 
as many as possible to spend Christ­
mas D a y with movie stars. You 'd 
be surprised to know the names of 
some of them who've pleaded that 
"rationing points" wil l not permit 
them to feed guests. Others are 
raising their own turkeys, chickens 

Canadian Navy Author 
Is Paid Unique Tribute 

First book by a Canadian to be so 
honored, L t . - C d r . Frederick B . Watt's 
narrative poem, "Who Dare To L i v e " 
was dramatized on the program, 
"Words at W a r " over the N B C net­
work on October 26. The book was 
chosen by the Council on Books in 
Wartime for its program. 

L t . - C d r . Watt 's book achieved re­
markable popularity from the time 
of, its first publishing. Well known 
in the N a v y , L t . - C d r . Watt has had 
enough experience with the sea in two 
wars, as well as in peace-time, to speak 
intimately and expertly of that which 
is close to his heart—ships. He has 
written large numbers of individual 
poems and has also published col­
lections of his poems, "Who Dare 
To L i v e " is his first book-length work. 

Most recent tribute to be paid this 
author's stirring poem is the fact 
that, because of the anticipated de­
mand for the book in England, the 
first printing in that country has not 
been released and the second printing 
has already begun in order to cope 
with sales when it goes on the market. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

These Books Are Available At The Naval Library Service 

The Interpreter by Philip Gibbs 
The setting of this new novel by Sir 
Phil ip Gibbs is partly in America and 
partly in war-time England. John 
Barton, American journalist, is given 
the job of interpreting the English 
to his own people. The personalities 
of characters in each country are 
vividly portrayed. 

Up Periscope by David Masters. 
True incidents of Brit ish submarine 
warfare of the present time. V i v i d 
descriptions of drama below the sur­
face—triumph, disappointment and 
humor. The life of the submariner 
as it is lived today. 

Murder Down Under by Arthur 
W. Vpfield. Something new in the 
mystery line. The setting is Austra­
l ia ; the detective a half-caste. A dis-
apearance starts the astute detective 
on the tra i l . Further mysteries de­
velop on the way. A cleverly written 

This is a most unusual 
the publishing business. 

occurance in 

DEANNA SAYS " M E R R Y C H R I S T M A S " T O T H E NAVY 

Born in one of the Dominion's most Navy-minded towns, Deanna Durbin , Canada's lovely contribution to Universal 
Pictures, follows in the line of other Winnipeg natives and remembers the Navy . She sent the grand photograph shown 
above for this issue of The Crow's Nest, with the message, " M e r r y Christmas to the boys and girls of the Royal Canadian 
N a v y and The Best of Luck for The New Year.— Deanna D u r b i n . , " (Exclusive to The Crow's N e s t ) 

and so forth. Plenty of them are 
only too happy to receive all the 
officers and men they can crowd into 
their houses. I suppose it's the same 
with the stars as with other people. 
Some wi l l do their best and then a 
bit more, while others "swing the 
lead,"or as the Americans says, "gold-
brick". 

Hollywood Canteen is all set for 
a big day Christmas, so if any of you 
happen to be this way, don't forget 
to look in . Bette Davis and John 

Garfield who started the idea just 
over a year ago, since when over 
1,000,000 men have been enter­
tained there, told me to remind you. 
Don't know just which stars wi l l 
be there Christmas night, but a lot 
of 'em wil l be. 

He's Even " B " Grade 
They're having the mile long Santa 

Claus lane on Hollywood Boulevard 
just the same as pre-war days, with 
lights full on as usual. Last year 
the dim-out ruined that, but it's 

"lights on " again here. Santa Claus 
in his chariot, with the cardboard 
reindeer wi l l ride again, every evening 
at eight, but the "snow" which used 
to fly around him from artificial 
wind machines, wil l not be seen this 
year. It was soap flakes, or oat­
meal and they haven't got any of 
either to throw to the winds, so Santa 
wil l ride in "fine weather" instead. 
Stars used to ride with h im: a diff­
erent one each night, but each year 
it's got so that lesser and lesser actors 

story with an unusual twist. 
The Dead Can Tell by Helen Reilly 

A n accident that proves to be a 
murder sends Christopher M c K e e , 
head of the Manhattan Homicide 
Squad, on a chase through New York 
upper circles. The murderer had 
never heard of 'a Hoffman.' 

One Small Candle by Cecil Roberts. 
"There is not enough darkness in all 
the world to put out the light of one 
small candle," Charles Woodfall reads 
these words on the tombstone of some 
one's loved pet as a young man. Later 
after wandering from England to 
America, Italy, Austria and Poland he 
is to recall them when he finally sees 
the end of his loneliness. 

o——— 

Patter From Trevosf 
by Wren A. Beattie 

Everyone at H M C S Prevost, L o n ­
don, Ont., certainly put all they had 
into the F i f th Victory Loan . The 
subscription was over 200%. 

Open House was a great success at 
this Ship. The establishment was 
open to the public from 1 p. m. unt i l 8. 
There were guides to show the visitors 
through every cabin, gangway, mess, 
canteen, schoolroom or any part of the 
Ship they would like to see. 

The Wrens proved they were very 
good sailors a few weeks ago when the 
staff were taken out on the " S h i r l , " a 
training vessel at Port Stanley. Sev­
eral of the boys felt a little under the 
weather but it took only a short time 
for everyone to get their sea legs and 
enjoy the outing. 

One of our Wrens was admitted to 
the hospital the other day with a very 
bad cold, but she is progressing nicely 
and expects to be back on the job 
quite soon. 

The other day at the Blood Bank 
two of our young officers were standing 
waiting their turn with their jackets 
off and their sleeves rolled up when 
one of the nurses came over and very 
politely asked them if they were 
"brothers" from the Seminary. 

"Indecision Squad" 
We now have a staff "precision" 

squad. A n y morning in the week 
between 7.30 and 8.30 you can look 
out over "Prevost ' s " Parade Square 
and see the writers being put through 
their paces by one of the instructors. 
Some mornings it is quite amusing, 
especially when the command 'right 
turn ' is given, and half the squad turns 
right, a quarter turns left, and the 
other quarter just stand their ground 
and look blank. 

Two more Wrens have arrived at 
"Prevost , " one is a clothing supply 
assistant and the other is a victualling 
supply assistant. We are now six 
strong. 

The inter-ship bowling league is 
well under way. Since we took most 
of the baseball games from the officers 
they in turn are giving us a little com­
petition on Wednesday nights at the 
bowling alleys. 

The first basketball game of the 
season was played at the " Y " last 
week between N a v y and the " Y " . 
Our team started off with a bang. 
We hope they can keep up the good 
work. 

"Dar l ing , the maid has burned 
the eggs. Wouldn't you be satis­
fied with a couple of kisses for break­
fast?" 

"Sure, bring her in " . 

had to do the job. The film extras 
wil l probably get their chance this 
year. 

Here's wishing you al l , the very 
best for Christmas. M a y Hitler 
discover there's stuffing in turkey 
and get nothing but an extra helping 
of trouble for 1944. To you a toast 
to Victory after victory for the New 
Year. 
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T H E Y E A R 
IN 

N A V Y SPORTS 
by Lou Zwerling 

Exclusive to The Crow's Nest 

The record of the Royal Canadian 
N a v y in sports of all kinds has been 
as impressive to the fans of the D o m ­
inion during the past year as their 
work at sea has been to the public in 
general. 

Without taking any of the effect­
iveness away from their training, 
their convoy work, or their shattering 
blows against the U-boats, the blue-
shirts have competed in almost every 
branch of sport with flattering re­
sults. 

Not every N a v y team won its league 
or gained national recognition, but 
not' a single N a v y team in any sport 
could be rated as a "weak sister." 

I n the Maritimes the N a v y has 
dominated the picture. The teams 
representing the tars have done won­
ders in providing entertainment for 
men of the three services and c iv i l ­
ians alike. 

Strictly Amateur 
Starting away back last spring 

when hockey was the big game, the 
sailors rose to great heights down 
here before dropping but in favor of 
the R C A F team led by a former major 
leaguer and last year's N a v y 
team was strictly an amateur outfit. 

Then came baseball and even such 
major leaguers as Joe Krakauskas, 
former hurler of Washington Sen­
ators, and P h i l Marchildon, who won 
an impressive number of games for 
Philadelphia Athletics in 1942, failed 
to stop Halifax N a v y . 

The sailors blazed a trail of glory 
through the C i ty League, fought their 
way to the N o v a Scotia title and then 
took the Marit ime crown in straight 
games. 

Dick Pawley, who hails from the 
Stratford section of Ontario, and per­
haps the greatest amateur hurler in 
the Dominion, sparked the team in 
its drive. He was ably assisted by 
boys from all over. There were play­
ing coach Dev Vickers and his bro­
ther Gus, from Sydney Mines, also 
Charlie "The R e d " Burchell from 
the same place, B i l l y Hannon, of H a l ­
ifax, Larry Angus, Ace Parker, T i m 
Neary, Eddie Bealand, B u d M o r ­
rison, Peaches Ruven, Buddy Hex-
imer, George Brent, Jack Wedley, 
Alex Rosnoski and others who helped 
bring honors to N a v y . 

While the ball season was stil l a¬
live the footballers commenced what 
they hoped would mean a drive to­
wards the Grey Cup and top Can­
adian honors. 

To Good, Maybe? 
Such was not to be the case. The 

team was good enough to do great 
things but the custodians of the Grey 
Cup wouldn't let Halifax N a v y have 
a peep at i t . The locals showed their 
worth when under the direction of 
L t . Charles " T i n y " Herman, they 
whitewashed the Montreal N a v y 
9-nil, when the latter outfit was lead­
ing its own circuit by a clear margin, 
and then went on to take Toronto 
N a v y 18-1. 

Now the N a v y is getting ready for 

HMSFriendships Crew 
Happy In The Service 

"Is this a happy ship?" Of course 
it is! W i t h a name like ours could it 
be anything else,"asked the Com­
manding Officer. A couple of mate-
lots standing nearby overheard the 
conversation and grinned. In fact, 
everyone seemed happy. 

It was the name of the ship that had 
made the reporter ask the C O . if the 
ship was a happy one. Commissioned 
Sept. 15 at Toronto, H M S " F r i e n d ­
ship" got off to a good start with a 
good name and the crew was received 
in very friendly style at Toronto. 
Her commanding officer, L t . - C d r . E . 
T. Durrant, R . N . R . and her Exe­
cutive Officer, Lieut. D . Adamson, 
were both pleased and impressed by 
the cordial welcome given all members 
of the crew during their stay in Toron­
to. They are also highly pleased with 
the spaciousness and fittings of the 
ship. 

"Our friendship has its bounds, 
however," declared L t . - C d r . Durrant. 
"If we meet up with a ship flying the 
wrong colors they won't find us very 
friendly." 

Wi th a few additions to her com­
forts "Friendship" will be* lacking 
nothing that the well-fitted ship should 
have. High on the brief list of things 
still needed are, a new gramaphone 
and some records and, some squash 
racquets. 

Somoron Stories 
D i d you ever hear about the moron 

who sleeps on his stomach so the 
Japs can't bomb his navel base? 

D i d you ever hear about the moron 
who backed out of the bus because 
he heard a woman say she was going 
to grab his seat? 

D i d you ever hear about the mor-
onette who ate gunpowder so her 
hair would grow out i n bangs? 

D i d you ever hear about the moron 
who sat up all night studying for 
a blood test? 

D i d you ever hear about the moron 
who had a chair put by the side of his 
hospital bed for rigor mortis to set in? 

a new hockey season and down here 
at least there should be a stronger 
outfit than in the 1942-43 year. 
Three notables for the team are Gaye 
Stewart and Bob Goldham, former­
ly of Toronto Maple Leafs, and Jack 
Shi l l , who showed so well when he 
filled in as netminder for Boston 
Bruins last season. W i t h much ad­
ditional strength this trio could well 
give Halifax N a v y a real contender 
for Allen Cup supremacy. 

The sailors have done so much all 
over Canada in boxing, basketball, 
track and field, as well as aquatics 
that space doesn't permit any sort 
of complete review of the year's 
achievements in Dominion sports. 

B u t sportdom knows that where 
you see a N a v y team it is one that 
provides keen competition and good 
sportsmanship. 

PUSSER P O M E 
for 

F O L K S A T H O M E 
By H . A. Cox 

To you, who have lads i n the N a v y , 
And think that this Service is keen, 
Let me tell you a most touching story 
In a language that you've never seen. 

Of a wavy N a v y matelot, 
Who tapped pusser slops while at work, 
He was salty to pull this cute swindle 
Of a tiddley and pusser's dirk. 

Now thieves are a curse in this outfit, 
So a K i l l i c k ran him by the neck, 
A n d the Jimmie ordered his presence— 
On the Q-Patch, or Quarter-deck. 

The X . O . reviewed all the charges 
A n d cursed, as we all know he can; 
Then, to r id himself of some trouble, 
He placed him before the Old M a n . 

"Off caps," as he stood there before 
him 

He told the Old M a n all he knew, 
But the skipper was grim, and decided, 
" I ' l l make an example of you ! " 

Next morning he lashed up his ham­
mock 

Not knowing just what lay ahead, 
He dhobied, then went to his breakfast 
Of bacon and N a v y red lead. 

A l l the rest of the day he was worried 
And the work got under his skin, 
In fact, he got wind up so much, 
That he filled all the younger blokes in . 

That gave him a rifle to shoulder 
A n d he doubled t i l l stand-easy came, 
He cursed the divisional quarters 
Where a number replaced his old 

name. 

As evening quarters rolled around 
We cleared lower decks in his name, 
A n d we stood at attention in silence 
As he faced us and did the same. 

Then the Old M a n , with "b ib l e " in 
hand, 

Examined and read to the crowd, 
The rating "off'd caps" for the old 

boy 
A n d he read o'er his case out loud. 

On the day of September the 7th, 
From a ship you were drafted ashore; 
Y o u had flaked out while painting a 

deckhead 
A n d they didn't want you any more. 

Y o u were piped to muster for draft, 
next day, 

B u t you wouldn't heed the cali. 
The green ones were acting out, I 

guess, 
A n d you thought your new 'sweeper 

too small . 

Again on the 9th, you were rank with 
screech, 

Y o u had spliced the main brace on 
your own; 

Y o u were browned off later, to do some 
work, 

A n d the shore patrol found you at 
home. 

We have found the gash you hid i n 
the heads, 

I have taken the hook from your arm, 
A n d the 90 days of cells, attached, 

R X . N . Kelp On Farms 
Earns British Gratitude 

The Bri t ish public have expressed 
their appreciation and admiration in 
no uncertain terms for the seamen 
of the Royal Canadian N a v y who spent 
their shore leave helping out on the 
farms in Northern England while their 
ships were i n Bri t ish ports. This has 
been evidenced by the hundreds of 
letters which have poured in since from 
both sides of the border, offering un­
limited hospitality to any of the Can­
adian matelots who care to accept i t . 

W i t h the traditional adaptability 
of the tar the men took to harvesting 
with gusto and brought a breath of 
the western prairies to the English 
farmlands. 

U p in Northumbria one detachment 
went sheep-farming. A farmhouse loft 
was made shipshape, hammocks were 
slung and comfortable l iving quarters 
established. Here in the sheep coun­
try sheep-dipping was their favourite 
job and they proved they could handle 
sheep as well as they can handle ships. 

Brown and fit they returned to their 
ships when their leave was up, greatly 
benefitted by the change and amazed 
and delighted with the hospitality 
they had received. 

Bowling Gossip 
By "Goose-Egg G u s " 

T I M B E R ! — A favourite expression 
heard in the vicinity of Sydney Y M C A 
on Wednesday or Friday evenings, 
where the N a v y lads and lassies con­
gregate for their regular "maple splin­
tering" session. 

A n eight team Ship's Company 
league has been formed and is pro­
gressing favorably under the direction 
of P T I Sallis. The schedule is near-
ing the half-way mark and we find 
the SA's at the top, of the heap, fol­
lowed closely by the Officers, Stokers, 
Writers and Hospital teams. 

The Wrens, at present occupying 
the cellar position, are due for a 
break and the female "timber-hop­
pers" led by Wren Publow are con­
fident they wi l l be near the top be­
fore the schedule is completed. SA 
Ferry is leading the mob in the race 
for high single, and P a y / L t . " J e r r y " 
Coll in has rolled an average of 177 
to lead in that department. 

o 
Offieer-of-the-Day: "You ' re not eat­

ing your fish. What's wrong with 
i t ? " 

Ordinary Seaman: " L o n g time no 

Curious Old Lady :| Why, you've 
lost your leg haven't you? 

Cripple: Well , damned Jf I haven't! 

Guarantee us no trouble or harm. 

Y o u ' l l be discharged from the Service, 
Low diet wi l l feed you enough, 
A n d where you go I ' l l warrant, 
Y o u ' l l scrounge no more gash or duff 

Now, weighed off, he wheeled around, 
W i t h a guard in the front and the rear, 
This round-rigger vanished for 90 

days— 
A n d our story is ended, here. 

Y O U ' L L B E T U S E D T D I T / 

SYDNEY 
SPORTS 

SLANTS 
by P.O. J - Altman, P .&R.T . I . 

Sporting interest 
at "Protector" has 
reached a new 
hig h , and new ; a 
majority are part­
icipating in the 
various activities, 
whether it be Sea­
men, Stokers, Offi­
cers or Writers, 
they enjoy the 

keen competition, regardless of the 
Sport, and the urge to win has created 
friendly r ivalry among the teams. 

Vol ley-Bal l , is at present the most 
prominent Sport in the Base and the 
eight-team League is functioning 
regularly each Tuesday and Thursday.. 

The Chiefs & P.O.'s team is well 
on its way to another championship. 
Under the watchful eye of " S p i k e r " 
James, the champs have turned back 
the Artisans, Officers, Stokers and 
Seamen, and have yet to suffer their 
first defeat. George Seed's Artisan 
team also have designs on the trophy 
and will make a strong bid in the play­
offs. 

The Cape Breton Senior Hockey 
League will again operate in Sydney, 
it was decided at a recent meeting of 
the League Executive. 

N a v y , A r m y and R C A F teams 
will provide some thril l ing action for 
the Cape Breton hockey fans who 
will see puckchasers, representing 
every province in Canada, particpat-
ing in the Island loop. 

The N a v y will ice a well balanced 
squad which wil l consLt of former 
amateur and college stars. It is 
rumoured that Mickey Roach, who 
coached "Protector" team last winter, 
will again guide the Sailors in their 
quest for top honors. 

Preparations are under way for a 
natural ice rink in the Base, for use 
of R C N Personnel for skating and 
Inter-part Hockey. 

Badminton also enjoys it 's share 
of popularity and racquets and shuttle­
cocks are available at the Sports Office. 
And what a terrific beating they have 
been getting. A n open tournament 
will be held in the D r i l l H a l l and 
should produce some good compet­
ition. 

The Wrens also take advantage 
of the Sports facilities at the Base 
and are very active. Recently a 
Wrens Sports Committee was elected 
and they have started the ball rolling 
by entering a team in the bowling 
league. They have a four-team volley­
ball loop and badminton is also prov­
ing popular with the girls-in-blue. 

The N a v y hoop team, former Nova 
Scotia finalists, have played several 
exhibition games during the month. 
I n the first game of the season the 
Tars swamped an A r m y team to the 
tune of 64 - 4. E R A Snider and 
" L o f t y " Ruiter ran wild, scoring 44-
points. 

The North Sydney R C A F proved 
easy prey for the Sailors, in the sec­
ond game of the season, the final 
score being N a v y 4 8 - R C A F 8. 

Prospects for a top-notch Basket­
ball team look good. Welcome ad­
ditions to the squad are S / L t . Flowers 
and A . B . Fraser, Both have played 
good basketball and wil l strengthen 
the team considerably. Lieut . Andy 
Chisholm has taken over the coaching 
duties and under his able guidance, 
the N a v y cagers wi l l renew their 
quest for Marit ime honours. 

L / S e a . " R o n n i e " Sallis, who joined 
the P & R T staff at "Protector" last 
month is about to join the ranks of 
the "Associated Order of Hen-pecked 
Husbands", The lucky girl , we are 
informed is none other than Wren 
Florence "Sparkie" F l y n n , who is 
stationed at "Cornwal l i s " . Congrat­
ulations " R o n n i e " and "Spark ie " 
may your lives be filled with ever­
lasting health and happiness. 
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Christmas Mail 

by j. a. b. 

The destroyer had come alongside 
after weeks at sea in the North A t ­
lantic. The Officers relaxed in the 
wardroom. Conversation was des­
ultory. For a brief time they were 
quite willing to forget ships and con­
voys; U-boats and storms—-all the 
vicissitudes of life at sea in wartime. 
Soon they must take up the threads 
again, for there was much to be done 
in port. In the meantime they waited, 
ears cocked, for the welcome report, 
" M a i l ' s aboard, S i r . " It wai not 
an ordinary mail for which they waited. 
Christmas had come and gone while 
they were on convoy duty. They 
waited now for their Christmas mail 

The Doctor hurried through the 
wardroom clutching a brown paper 
parcel. Officers sat up, alert. "Has 
the mail come?"The Doctor shook 
his head, smiled smugly and answered, 
" T h i s , " (patting his parcel affection­
ately), "This is the laundry I lost 
three months ago." 

The "Dai ly " Paper 
The first mail ' 'bag arrived—most­

ly newspapers in this one. The Chief 
subscribed to his home town daily 
paper so it was practically his own 
personal mailbag. Four week's ac­
cumulation of neat brown rolls tum­
bled out on the deck. The Chief 
opened a nice fat one, "Th i s should 
be a good one,"he remarked. He 
snorted i n disgust as he held up the 
glaring red headlines, "Russians Cap­
ture K i e v " . 

The Sub was buried in his 'Small­
town Dai ly Tattler ' (published week­
ly) . " H m ! " he murmured, " I see 
Mrs . Brown has had another baby." 
Torps peered over his shoulder, "Lance 
Corporal Margaret Brown! " "Sure , " 
answered the Sub, "Marg ' s all r ight ." 

Packages arrived and the news­
papers were forgotten. The ward­
room was soon in a welter of brown 
wrapping paper, string, stickers box-
lids and odds and ends. Torps proud­
ly wore a leather cap, Guns a pair of 
yellow and black ear-muffs. The 
Doctor was seriously reading a note— 
his hands encased in wool-lined gloves. 
The signal's Officer was trying to find 
a plug to try out a new electric razor. 
The Captain was fitting a cigarette 
into a new holder. 

Opened In Error 
The Junior Engineer had received 

so many interesting looking packages 
he was promptly accused of having 
a birthday. "Those can't all be 
Christmas packages", accused the 
the First lieutenant. The Junior 
Engineer insisted they were as he 
opened a box of chocolates, nuts and 
Christmas cake and hastily attemp­
ted to replace the l i d . 

" D o n ' t do that ! " exclaimed the 
N o . 1.. "There's a note inside. You 'd 
better read i t — i t may have been 
sent to the wardroom, you know". 

Torps had by this time managed 
to undo the intricate wrapping from 
a large flat package marked 'photo­
graph'. A n unsuccessful attempt was 
make to claim this for the Wardroom, 
too, as it was the photograph of a 
very lovely girl . 

There were some more papers for 
Chief and then the precious letter 
mail . A l l was quiet. 

The Captain went into a huddle 
with his writer opening Official mail, 
for some of it could not wait. His 
eyebrows shot up at one (O.H.M.S.) 
which commenced, "Dear M a d a m , " 
He was relieved to note the 'copy' 
mark. 

The Chief pushed newspapers out 
of his lap (to add to the confusion 
on the deck,) and became absorbed 
i n letters and cards. 

The Cad! 
A Post Card was passed around 

from an Officer on leave; it was much 
frowned- upon. It read (naturally), 
"Too bad you're not all here." 

A frightened voice, "Where did 
I put that fat one?" 

A n absent-minded suggestion— 
" T r y your breast pocket." 

Where's the Doc? There's mail 
for h i m . " 

"He ' s gone ashore. It can wait— 

Zoot-Suit For Sailors 

MR. SPOOKS 

Canadian sailors standing watch this winter on the chilly N o r t h At lant ic run may look something like prehistor 
monsters but they wi l l be able to face the wintry blast with considerably more nonchalance than ever before, thanks 
t-i the newest thing i n weatherproof clothing now i n quantity production for early issue to seagoing personnel i n 
escort ships. 

It wil l not be issued as personal k i t to ratings but will replace duffel coats and oilskins in the " loan clothing" 
issue to ships, for use of those aboard who need i t . 

Known as "Navy Zoot S u i t " 
The new clothing is officially called a Weatherproof Protective Suit but the lower deck wasted no time in christening 

it . If a rating is heard discussing his new "zoot sui t " he does not refer to the jitterbug version but to what he now 
wears over his winter woollies at sea. 

The new outfit consists of two sets of coveralls, the inner one of gaberdine, windproof and spray repellent materal, 
lined with double pile wool and the outer of butyl (synthetic) rubber, a material being hailed enthusiastically as the 
successor to oilskin. 

Since the garments are designed to be worn over the new R C N waist-coattype lifejacket, no fashion writer could 
stretch the imagination enough to call 
their lines flattering but they do keep 
a man warm and dry and their weight 
is considerably less than that of the 
sheepskin coats previously worn. 

Safety Zippers 
The inner coverall is quilted all 

over, except for the knitted cuffs at 
wrist and ankle, and fastens with two 
zippers, one from the right foot up to 
the waist and the other from the left 
foot to the collar. This long zipper 
has a special quick release feature 
which enables the wearer to disengage 
the slide and rip the whole thing open 
in one swift motion. The entire 
garment can be shed in a matter of 
seconds in case of emergency. 

The lining is reduced to a single 
thickness over the middle, where the 
lifejacket wil l supply all the warmth 
needed, and the bulge necessary to ac­
commodate the lifebelt is kept from, 
sagging in the general direction of the 
knees by means of stout web braces-

The outer coverall is similar in de­
sign, with two long zippers, and makes 
the wearer waterproof from neck to 
seaboots. Over the top of it he puts 
the hood, also made of buty l rubber. 
This covers the face much the same as 
a knitted Balaclava and falls well over 
the shoulders. 

Ready For Anything 
W i t h the whole outfit on a seaman 

can face with equanimity any kind 
of weather, from freezing wind to icy 
splatters of spray, secure in the know­
ledge that neither can penetrate his 
shell. 

A n additionrl advantage i * that the 
butyl rubber outer covering is also 
gasproof and merely by donning his 
mask as well, a man would be fully 
protected against any of the known 
war gases. 

One of the oldest problems of the 
sea is to keep a man warm without 
piling on so much clothing that he sags 
at the knees. Research has been going 
on continuously since the war began 
for a satisfactory solution and with the 
present outfit, the designers believe 
they have found the answer. 

Shavings From A Lathe 
In The Ordnance Shop 

by G . Poirier C O . A . 

lucky dog's got his family here." 
" I say," said a sympathetic voice, 

" D i d n ' t you get any mai l? " 
The Officer addressed gloomily 

shook his head. 
" O h well, cheer up!"continued the 

s. v., " I ' m sure the Chief will loan 
you a paper!" 

By James A. Tapp, L /Wtr . 

This new entry at H M C S Carleton M r . Spooks, really gets away with 
murder. To begin with, he joined the ship without the customary draft chit. 
The Recruiting Officer denies attesting him and the Master-At-Arms swears 
that he did not report to the Regulating Office on arrival. Then to make 
matters even worse he came doubling across the parade ground just as morning 
divisions were in session, almost knocked the X . O . down, took a short cut 
through the files of subbies and without even an attempt at a salute. As to 
where he came from, no one aboard is quite certain. It is the opinion of some 
that M r . Spooks is finally realizing some sense of duty and for matters of 
convenience, he chose the senior service. 

We Think ! 
For you see M r . Spooks would never have been inducted. M r . Spooks 

is a dog. A dog of doubtful parentage, but i t has nevertheless been conceded 
that M r . Spooks is a dog. 

It seems that on commissioning, most ships adopt a dog. But that first 
day we saw this alleged canine most of us were sure that if we were going 
to do any adopting—he wasn't i t . So M r . Spooks adopted us. A n d realizing 
how futile it would be to object, no one as yet has disputed his rights in the 
matter. 

In fact he has since become a fast 
friend of everyone around the Dows' 
Lake training establishment. Just to 
manifest his democratic trend of 
thought, M r . Spooks falls in with the 
P.O.'s one day and with the hands 
the next. He is an honorary member 
of all the messes and his money is no 
good. Even his religious persuasions 
are a bit doubtful as he sometimes 
falls out with the R.C. ' s and on other 
occasions joins in the prayers led by 
the Prot:stant Chaplain. But it is 
quite obvious that someone should 
have a fatherly talk with M r . Spooks. 
For it has been discovered that our 
new friend is not by any means a 
"teetotaller." Although for a couple 
of weeks prior to the opening of the wet 
canteen he stayed close to the barracks 
and seemed quite moderate in his 
habits generally. But he was ap­
parently only virtuous by com ulsion. 

It s now being buzzed that M r . 
Spooks is capable of consuming one 
pint of ale at one sitting without any 
apparent loss of equilibrium. 

"Able Sea-Dog" 
When his personality and friend-

line;s had finally permeated to the 
inner sanctum of the wardroom his 
qualifications were reviewed, his pro­
gress noted and it was decided to rate 
M r . Spooks "Able Sea D o g " (for 
shore duties only) B u t i t has been 
gratifying to see that the promotion 
hasn't gone to his head and he may 

still be found on any watch right 
around the clock, standing duty with 
his subordinates. 

Probably the most remarkable thing 
about this fellow, though, is the man­
ner in which he has adapted himself 
to the naval routine around " C a r ­
leton." He may be seen any evening 
after 1800 in the seamans' showers 
performing his daily ablutions with 
the other hands. For although M r . 
Spooks may not be strictly temperate, 
in spite of the fact that he is U A for 
purposes of grog and although he is 
sometimes a little adrift for divisions, 
he knows that every good sailer is a 
stickler for cleanliness. 

A'pt> 

mm 

F o r m Fellowship League 
Organized recently in H M C S Corn­

wallis, the Nava l Christian Fellowship 
League is bringing together large 
numbers of Nava l people who are 
interested in young people's work for 
study and fellowship. The member­
ship of the league is drawn from former 
members of young people's groups 
from coast-to-coast. The league meets 
each Wednesday evening in the " Iron 
D u k e " block. Members of the exe­
cutive of the organization are: Hon . 
Presidents, Padres Sinclair and M c -
Leod; president, O/Sea. Chesley E r v i n ; 
vice-pres., Sto. A l v i n Ewart ; secy., 
Wren M . Thompson; treas., Wren 
M a i n ; convener of music committee, 
Wren Adams. 

The critical mo­
ment has at last 
arrived for the W . 
O.O.'s " Q . " After 
weeks of studying 
the end of the j 
course sure looks 
good to them. 

O. A . Silver is 
back in the shop, 
having just return­
ed off leave, after 
doing about a year's 
sea time on one of 

our destroyers. 
O. A . MacBurney who has been 

travelling with the "Canadian Naval 
War Exh ib i t i on" sponsored by the 
N a v y League of Canada, is back with 
us. During the nine months with 
the show, MacBurney visited seven­
teen principal cities, from Coast to 
Coast. His job was to look after the 
gunnery equipment and answer quer­
ies. Since his return he has been 
promoted to O.A.3 and is now bustling 
about the shop. While at the West 
Coast he saw some of tVe boys and 
tells us "Fearless" Foster is doing a 
good job. 

0 . A . Penny has been given the role 
of Instructor during the absence of 
0 . A . Lapsley, who is on the sick l i s t . 

Deer, Deer 

Who says O.A's aren't marksmen as; 
well as machinists. O.A.'s Couse and 
Williams were out hunting some time-
ago, and came back with two nice-
deer. 

The boys are sorry to hear that O.A. 
Costello, who was home on leave, is 
in hospital i n Hamilton. 

O.A. G i l l looks very happy lately. 
He goes around the shop with a smile 
from ear to ear. Something nice 
must have happened to him. 
Let us in on the secret Les 

The third of O.A.'s are now taking 
turns getting in a little sea-time, and 
are anxiously awaiting the time when 
they can get ships of there own, to 
carry on doing their bit on a larger 
scale. 

Jarvis Thompson who has been with 
us for quite some time is now doing 
his bit at sea. His cheerful smile and 
humor is surely missed around the 
shop. 

Dannie Hazelwood, Jarvis's side­
kick has passed his trade test for 
O.A. and is now awaiting results. 

And Where? 
O.A. Robertson is right hand man 

in the shop now. If he starts the week 
with a smile on his face, you can 
easily tell he spent the week-end in 
Halifax. Must be the bright lights, 
eh? Or who? 

O.A. Cochrane after completing his 
course has returned to his old job on 
optical work. He has been replaced 
by O.A. Kennedy. 



P A G E 8 T H E C R O W ' S N E S T D E C E M B E R 

INSIDE D O P E by an INSIDE D O P E 
By Henry Sherman, A . B . 

Well, here we are again: this is your 
Special Inside Dope, operating from the i n ­
side of the Special Services Office of H M C S 
Cornwallis. Things are really beginning to 
take shape i n these parts. The progress on 
both the swimming pool and new recreation 
building is most encouraging, the library is 
adding an ever growing list of new books to 
its shelves, and the prospect of spending the 
winter here becomes more and more pleasant all 
the time. In fact we're going to be happier here 
„han back home on furlough. 

I n't it wonderful awhat the fear of Number 
Eleven wil l do to a guy? 

They say that music soothes the 
savage, and we guess that holds true 
for all k! ~ e v e n sailors. The saw­
ing o>| viol in, whining of a sax, even 

ie deep sonorous apologies of a tuba 
all aid in the sprucing of spent spirits 
and ministering to morose and moping 
morale. (Ain't this a l l i t e r a t i o n 
S W E L L ? ) The truth of this theory 
was demonstrated very clearly to your 
reporter last month. The most popular 
gob in his block was a fellow who play­
ed a radio. But then again, he doubled 
on the shoe horn. 

It thus came to pass that every 
other Sunday afternoon, the H M C S 
Cornwallis band, which we think is slightly more than terrific, now presents 
a band concert. Some five dozen bandsmen gather together to make music 
under the skilful baton ofWt. Bandmaster R . W. M c G a l l , and the result is a 
maelstrom of magic melodies that sets the old dri l l shed aglow with pleasure. 

A n d no wonder! We know for a fact that our band just couldn't operate 
on a professional scale, on account of because the boys' salary list would 
look like on3 of M r . Ilsley's cuffs after a Budget meeting; and our answer to 
" W h a t have we got that Mart Kenny hasn't got?" is, "Seven times as many 
musicians and, brother, are they hot!" 

The birds and bees 
Have shown their knees 
For ages past, unheeded. 
But when a girl 
Her legs unfurl, 
Gosh! How our eyes are "kneeded!" 

The experts tell us that Canada 
will face a male shortage after the 
war. The girls are going to be super­
fluous, more or less (is it possible?) 
Right now, however, the Wrens at 
Cornwallis are making hay while the 
sun shines, and even when it rains. 
W i t h the ratio about one thousand, 
six hundred and twenty-three to one 
in favour of our feathered friends, 
the gals can afford to be choosy. But 
we, who read our vital statistics, know 
it won't last forever. And when 
"der T a g " arrives and they come 
knocking at our doors, are we going 
to have good memories! "Aren ' t 
you the Wren who broke that date 
with me to go on the 'Gold Standard?' 
, 'Oh, boy!" 

The equipping of the mammoth stage in the dri l l shed proceeds apace, 
thanks in main to the help and co-operation of L t . - C d r . E . Cowan, of Care 
and Maintenance, who has a profound and alert understanding of the problem 
of entertaining a few odd thousand trainees when winter clamps his icy mitts 
down upon Cornwallis, and the bright lights(?) of the nearby metropole no 
longer lie in easy bus-reach. He is also building a stand for the dispensing 
of heated canines (hot-dogs, stupid) on a scale magnifique, which will operate 
in those stil ly hours after sunset when the ratings' turns fondly turn to thoughts 
of auxiliary sustinance. T i l l now, they have made havoc of the common or 
garden chocolate bar, and doughnuts, which, while adequate, hardly pack the 
full quota of calories, vitamins and stuff that a growing lad needs to surround 
and sink a U-Boat single-handed. 

The Special Services Office, therefore looks upon L t . - C d r . Cowan much 
in the light of a Patron Saint, without whom their progress in these fields of 
recreation would be slow and sluggish to say the least and we could say a 
lot more. Y o u know us! 

Darkness, like a deep plush curtain hanging everywhere. And through 
the soft, warm stillness, her voice: "Take me. Let me feel the strength of 
your arms about me, you great big handsome brute—you." 

Silence. 
" B u t can't you see that I love you , " she continued. " Y o u are breaking 

my heart." 

R. C. N . R A D I O P R O G R A M S 

"Comrades i n A r m s " Sundays 

" B a r d s i n Batt ledress" M o n d a y s 

" F i g h t i n g N a v y 

"Headquarter ' s R e p o r t " 

"Freres D ' A r m e s " 

Thursdays 

Wednesdays 

M o n d a y s 

1830-1900 A . D . T . 
1730-1800 E . D . T . 
1930-1945 A . D . T . 
1830-1845 E . D . T . 
2230-2300 A . D . T . 
2130-2200 E . D . T . 
2315-2330 A . D . T . 
2215-2230 E . D . T . 

(French Network 

T O M O T H E R 

By Lieut. Wm. Spender Darby 

A m trying hard to understand 
Just what I miss, 
'Tis not her dainty little hand, 
'Tis not her kiss 
Though both were soft and tender, 

yet— 
Not only these can I forget. 

A n d often in the dark of night, 
St i l l wakeful yet 
Before the dawn of morning light 
I can't forget 
The wondrous thing she gave to me, 
The promise of a world to be. 

I 'd catch the beauty of her smile 
So sweet,—at me; 
But always in a l ittle while 
It ceased to be, 
I longed to keep i t clear and plain 
A n d prayed t i l l it was mine again. 

Yes, prayed for her who taught me so 
Always to do;. 
As long as summer suns shall glow 
A l l my life through 
A n d found at last, so doing,—this 
In mother-love I've naught to miss. 

As long as life shall be for me, 
She's always near, 
A n d so, for al l eternity, 
She's ever dear. 
She understands the way I've trod 
Her love and mine are one,—in God, 

'Tis love, my world to be, 
She gave to me. 

o 

Asdic Branch Club Dance 
An Enjoyable Social Event 
Outstanding among the recent events 

of interest from the Anti-Submarine 
School at H M C S Cornwallis, was the 
Chiefs' & P.O.'s Club dance, held at 
the Colonial Arms Hotel , Annapolis 
Royal . 

Approximately 50 couples were in 
attendance, enjoying the dance music 
supplied by Cornwallis bandsmen, 
who did a splendid job of keeping 
things rolling. One of the main 
attractions of the evening was the 
half-hour floor show presented during 
intermission and conducted by A . B . 
Dowie of Special Services office. 

The hall was attractively decorated 
and novelties were in abundance. 
The dry canteen and cloakroom were 
ably handled by A . B . Cruickshanks. 
Members of the dance committee 
were: CPO 's Middleton, Laphen, Tay­
lor and Wells. 

Another event of the month was 
the marriage of one of the new SDI 's , 

PO J . A . K i r k , at Halifax. The 
couple is honeymooning in Florida. 

The club was sorry to lose its former 
president, C P O R. W. Chapman, who, 
with C P O Middleton, has departed 
for parts unknown. His position as 
president of the club has been filled 
by C P O E . Bonser. 

Boarding Parties Find Good Food 
Most Important For Happy Ship 

" A good galley is the most important thing i n keeping a ship's company 
contented, in my opinion," declares Petty Officer A l . Oxner, senior hand who 
takes charge of Nava l Boarding parties in the inspection of merchant ships at 
an Eastern Canadian Port. 

Petty Officer Oxner ought to know what the score is in this regard, too, 
for he has been inspecting ships and talking with crews for more than three 
years now and it is part of his job to uncover any dissatisfaction among crew 
members. 

He started out working with the Naval Boarding Service officer early 
in the war and has seen the department grow from a staff of four men to about 
three-score. The office now combines Convoy 'Equipment Inspection with 
its earlier duties and from its inception has been an integral part of N . C . S . O . 

Li t t le has been said of the work of this office during the war and little of 
the real work actually done by these men can be told now. It can be said, 
however, that the task of the boarding parties is one of the foundation pillars 
of the unbroken supply line that feeds the allied battlefronts of the world. 
Unless these men do their jobs well ships can leave this port rampant with 
disease, ill-equipped, with discontented crews or in danger of being damaged 
or destroyed by sabotage. 

Wide Representation 
A most interesting fact is that the 

Boarding Service is made up of men 
from every part of the Dominion 
from all three branches of th3 N a v y . 
Sticking to the old adage, "United 
we stand, divided we f a l l , " these men 
have been able throughout the past 
three years to work in complete 
harmony with one another. 

Besides their more important ob 
of detecting deficiencies in ships and 
their crews, the members of the Board­
ing Service act as middle-men in the 
supplying of charities and comforts to 
ships. They also check on claims 
of ships' crews for charities for which 
they are ine'igible. 

The men pride themselves that 
they have only once n the scores of 
instances in which they have been 
called out on crew trouble had to use 
force in carrying out their duties. 

They draw no line on ranks. The 
lowly sailor and the high-ranking 
officer receive the same treatment. 
In the course of their work they check 
on everything from proper stowage 
of cargoes to morale. A ship must 
also get a clear " B i l l of H e a l t h " be­
fore she sails. 

When a boarding party goes aboard 
ship all of the men act in strictly 
"pusser" manner. They are marched 
aboard, lined up and told off for duties. 
They do their work quietly, coolly 
and efficiently. A boarding party can 
be called out at any time of day or 
night and in any kind of weather. 
Almost invariably they are well re­

ceived by the ships they inspect and 
find great personal satisfaction in 
doing their work well. 

Many Linguists 
Most officers in the Service are 

linguists, some of them speaking as 
many as five languages. One of the 
officers speaks Arabic quite fluently. 
The department is under the com­
mand of L t . - C d r . Frederick B . Watt , 
R C N V R . One of the members of 
the boarding parties is L / S t o : George 
Beaman, a survivor of the "Jervis 
B a y " who received the D . S . M . for his 
part in the famous show. 

o 

I took a careful bite from the cho-
fvQ? colate bar in my hand, following its 

contour with my tongue to make sure 
that none of the peanuts fell out. 

" B u t I must have you,"she went 
on. " I must." 

" O h , go on with you now," I replied. 
" I ' l l bet you say that to all the boys," 
and returned complacently to my 
candy. Maybe she doesn't know it , 
but chocolate bars are hard to get. 

That was Ann Sheridan, folks. Y o u 
know; red hair, warm lips, and things. 

Now wait a minute. There is no 
sense in £rabbing your kitbag and rush­

ing down, 'cause Annie doesn't live here any more. That was the picture 
that played last week. Bob Hope is on tonight, and are we going to have fun. 

Yes, it is the new 35 mm. projector that is set up in the dril l shed every 
night for ship entertainment that has inspired this objectionable outburst. 
But we are proud of this machine. The_e sanguine screen epics on which we 
now rest our observant optics are the same size that one sees in commercial 
movie houses. A n d we get them before they do! 

Changing the bi l l four times in each and every week assures a good variety 
of f i lm fun for every one at the base, and also provides a splendid solution to 
the dating problem. 

Yes, sir. Take your date to the movies and see how it really should be 
done. Of course there are a few odd people here who don't seem to be in 
need of any instruction whatsoever 

The lights went low, and Charles Boyer oiled his motor, shifted gears and 
started to pitch woo "weeth Haaddy, " making all sorts of noxious remarks a¬
bout running through Miss Lamarr's hair with or without shoes. Really 
quite interesting. " I f you think they're good," whispered a kil l ick beside 
me, "look at that couple behind you . " A n d sure enough, there they were: 
a Wren and her "steady." And let me tell you, those kids knew how. 

For ten cents, double features yet! 

A T T H E RINGSIDE 
With 

Charles James, Chief Stoker 

The N a v y was well represented 
at the Marit ime Amateur Champ­
ionships held at Dalhousie G y m on 
November 15 and 16. 

H M C S "Cornwal l i s " sent up a 
fine team which copped five of the 
championship titles, while H M C S 
"Stadacona" managed to win the 
Welterweight title. In the F l y ­
weights, Arnie Ramsay of " C o r n ­
wallis" won over J . E . Brown R A F 
in a clean hard-hitting contest, while 
in the Bantamweight final, Jack Turn­
er of "Cornwal l is " met Er ic Winter 
of St. John N . B . 

During the first round, Turner 
was injured but he carried on the 
fight, dropping his opponent twice 
for counts of nine and winning a clever 
decision on points. After getting into 
the finals on two previous occasions 
he clinched the Featherweight title 
with a fine win o\er Willard M c C o r -
mack of St. John. 

Claude Warwick of "Cornwall is" 
won by default over his opponent 
L A C Sorenson. Warwick, Can­
adian title holder, showed fine form 
in winning the semi-final from Naiper 
of St. J hn 

Percy Lee, R N , fighting for the 
"Stadacona" team, met a team-mate, 
T im O'Leary in the final, who put 
up a great fight against a clever and 
experienced boxer, making a very 
interestng final for the Welterweight 
trophy. The light-heavy final bro­
ught out a fine, promising fighter 
Jack Herwynen "Cornwall is" , after 
beating a tough, experienced man— 
Bearcat Weatherbee, in the semi­
final, ran into another tough fighter, 
in the final Cp! . Stogne R C A F . 
Stogne came out of the corner with 
the idea of punching Herwynen out 
of the ring but the young Navy lad 
began to get the measure of his man, 
finally knocking him out halfway 
through the second round. Herwy­
nen is definitely a fine prospect. 

On November 10, some of the sa i l ­
ors paid a visit to " Y " Depot 
where an entertaining show was put 
on by the boys. Percy Lee, R . N . , and 
Tom O'Leary staged another battle. 
A grand fight was halted halfway 
through the second round, resulting 
in an eye injury to O'Leary. Wal ly 
Meyers and Wes Hurst put on a fast 
acrobatic wrestling bout which amused 
the airmen, but the highlight of the 
evening was a bout which went to 
three falls. Ted Argue won two out 
of the three from Bernard, Montreal . 
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T H E SAILORS' LADIES 
by M . F . R . 

Our young sister is very enthusiastic 
about her first Christmas contribution 
to the N a v y . She rushed home one 
night full of the great idea, shrieking, 
" Isn ' t i t wonderful? A l l the girls 
are going to collect something—and 
then every sailor is sure to get a k i t ty 
bag!" W i t h solemn interest we told 
her she must certainly consider the 
N a v y "the cat's meow." 

The young bride-to-be was telling 
her best friend on the street car 
recently the thri l l ing details of her 
proposal of marriage. It seems she 
and her boyfriend stopped before one 
of those fortune-telling weight ma­
chines where the patron presses down 
the button indicating the fortune he'd 
like printed on his card. Wi th sober 
attention the boyfriend looked over 
the variety of questions offered him 
for his cent, and then pushed the 
button marked, " W i l l I get my wish?" 
Promptly, out jumped the card with 
his weight neatly marked on one side, 
and his answer on the back—"Yes , 
you wi l l get your wish if you act 
quickly now and stop beating around 
the bush." The whole thing was just 
s"o unbearably romantic that the boy­
friend turned round, pocketed his 
poundage card for future reference— 
and proposed to the girl right there 
in front of the weight machine! 

Coming from the same lady who 
thought a Sub-Lieutenant managed 
the periscope in a submersible vessel 
— y o u know what we mean—word 
reaches us now on wings of laughter 
that she is firmly convinced that Petty 
Officer is a nasty, derisive title! 

C iv i l ian Christmas shopping this 
year u like something invented by 
Hitler to undermine his next victim's 
morale. 1943 will find Dickens' ver­
sion of the night before Christmas 
just a whimsical memory, with the 
newspapers of December 25 no doubt 
carrying the following news items: 
Dec. 25: Police here are hunting for 
a woman (not named) who waited 
patiently for three hours yesterday 
while a group of salesgirls in a large 
department store carried on their 
private conversation in a huddle at 
the other end of the counter at which 
she was apparently trying to purchase 
something. When a clerk finally ap­
proached the woman, enquiring, "Have 
you been waited on, Madam?" it is 
reported that the customer gave a 
blood-curdling, unintelligible scream 
and fled from the store. She has not 
been heard from since. When inter­
viewed upon the subject the salesgirl 
said, blankly, "Gee, she must be awful 
touchy." 

Bigtown, Dec. 25: Four ladies from 
the same bridge club have posted a 
cash reward for the apprehension of 
the sales-person who sold each one of 
them "positively the last pre-war 
pair of stockings in the shop" the 
other day. They now find that they 
each gave each other the same last 
pair as a Christmas gift, which seemed 
to make the Yuletide exchange a 
rather monotonous affair. Mrs . 
Thompson says she didn't mind so 
much being fooled on the age of the 
hose, " B u t the pair I gave Mrs . Jones 
are definitely a smarter shade than 
these things she gave me!" 

Canadiana, Dec. 25: After boasting 
all year of the precocity of her son 
Wilbur , of how much cleverer he was 
than the other little boys and how 
he got such otigina ideas on ways to 
do things, M r s . Wilson has suddenly 
stopped talking and it is reported 
that Wilbur is being sent to the local 
reform school next term. 

Friends close to the family say that 
Wilbur went downtown at the height 
of the Christmas shopping season, 
walked right past all his young friends 
lined up to see Santa Claus—and 
bought out and sent home, addressed 
to himself, three counters of toys and 
gadgets on his Mother's charge ac­
count. When asked why he did not 
simply "whisper in Santa's ear" as to 
his preferences, Wilbur delivered a 

Dufresne-Gonthier 
That "love, honor and obey" part 

of the marriage ceremony will only 
go so far in the case of the bride in the 
above picture. When i t comes to 
obeying, A B Alexander Dufresne, of 
Magog, Que., will do as he is told by 
his pretty wife, the former M a r y 
Angela Gonthier, of Montreal , who 
happens to be a W R C N S Sub-Lieut­
enant. They were married last month 
in a double-ring ceremony in the 
Dockyard Chapel at Halifax, by Rev. 
Hugh MacDonald , R. C. Chaplain. 
The wedding was the first one in which 
a rating and a Wren Officer of the Can­
adian N a v y have been married. 
R C N Photo. 

SUBSCRIBERS 

Please look at the date 
under your name and address 
— i t tells the month in which 
your subscription expires. 
Don't risk an interruption i n 
delivery of your "Crow's 
Nest" by neglecting to send 
in your renewal when it is 
due. 

completely detailed monologue on the 
physical and scientific impossibility of 
any hired employee either being able 
to remember his desires if he were 
so informed, or if he did, then managing 
to get down the fireplace in the Wilson 
living room which his Mother never 
allows lighted anyway because the 
dirt from it would ruin the wallpaper. 
While his Mother took a good grip 
on herself, controlling her features 
admirably, five-year-old Wilbur fin­
ished up, "Besides, don't you think 
this Santa Claus business is a bit 
childish, my friend?" 

Yorkettes In Action 
By Wren Helen Wilkie 

With the coming of winter, the 
Wrens at York stowed their oars and 

secured their whalers. Determin­
ed, however, not to let their figures (?) 
down at this important season of the 
year, they t u r n out every Thursday 
night for basketball, voHoyball and 
badminton on the deck of York . Be­
fore the end of the year, PO Teddy 
Morris (Navy Rugby Coach) hopes 
to have a cracker-jack of a girls' 
basketball team, but perhaps we had 
better say no more until we see the 
team in action. 

Ailey-Oop 
No, it isn't a side show that per­

forms every Monday night down on 
Terauley street, it is just the Wrens 
bowling. Eight alleys see action, the 
like of which has never been seen be­
fore, as each Wren, in her own 'Wreny' 
style, religiously throws three balls 
down the gutter. Miracles do hap­
pen though, and the following high 
scorers are looked upon by their 
fellow-bowlers as magicians: M a r y 
Campell, Saskatoon-244; June Near, 
London, Ont.-255; Irene Wylie, W i n -
nipeg-244; Anne Ko l ida , Ashville, 
Manitoba-263. Taking names of 
Destroyers to distinguish the teams, 
'St. Laurent' proved to be the faste t 
ship and is now well ahead of the 
others. This team is made up of 
M a r y Campbell, Joyce Cain, Cale­
donia Ontario; Edna Auger, Thurso, 
P. Q.; Merle .Draper, Vancouver; 
Rose Andrews, Birtle Manitoba; and 
L i l l a Halverson, Minnedosa, M a n ­
itoba. 

The Wrens not only exercise their 
bodies but also their voices. Loyal 
supporters of the rugby team, and 
now of the hockey team, the players 
have been heard to complain that 
they could not distinguish the re­
feree's whistle from the shrill shrieks 
of the Wrens. 

So, in Sports as well as in our duties, 
the Wrens 'Carry On 'at York . 

o 

SISTER SUSIE 
by Pte. W. Hinson, V. G. of C. 

Sister Susie's way down East, 
She won't knit sox no more; 
She's looking at the fighting ships. 
A-heading for the war. 

I know what's in our Susie's mind 
She'll win this war, you bet. 
Hitler thinks he's had a fight, 
B u t he ain't seen nothing yet. 

Now Susie's got the N a v y trained 
She's sure to fix them subs, 
Then she'll be heading for Berl in 
To get that bunch of scrubs. 

Sister Susie just won't knit 
Although my sox are thin, 

" V O X P O P " PLAYS SANTA T O NAVY 

Two of Radio's best known mirth-makers, Parks Johnson and Warren 
H u l l , conductors of the popular Monday night "voice of the people" program, 
known to listeners as Vox Pop, recently celebrated, from Halifax, the program's 
12th year on the air by bringing to its American airwave audience the story of 
the Royal Canadian Navy 's part in the battle of the North Atlantic . Here are 
the program participants and interviewers who told the public about some of 
the excitement they have experienced in the N a v y . They proudly display 
prizes they received for their part in the show. 1. to r—Convoy Sig. George 
Corless, Toronto; PO Merton Keeler, Hali fax; PO George Powell, T immins ; 
Sto. Peter Dalpe, Timmins; Warren H u l l ; Wren Carol Sellars, Vancouver; 
Parks Johnson. Sitting in front is Sig. Er ic Timmins, Hamilton. On the b i ­
cycle pre ented to him is L / S t o Jack Smith, Toronto. R. C. N . Photo. 

F O O T L I G H T F A N F A R E 
A t the conclusion of the present run of the Special Services Stage Show 

" H i Sai lor ," some 3500 persons wi l l have seen i t . A n d that is to say 3500 en­
thusiastic and appreciative officers, "Wrens and ratings. B y far and above the 
best that Special Services of H M C S Stadacona has produced to date, " H i 
Sailor" is a fast-paced, cleverly-staged musical revue. Chockful of spicy com­
edy and catchy tunes, the show features the best of talent available—Wrens 
and ratngs who have given up all their leisure time, and put their heart and 
soul into making the production the success it is. That it is a success, there 
is little doubt, if packed houses, generous applause and highly-complimentary 
comments are indicative of such. " H i Sailor"was produced under the super­
vision of Lieut. Clary Harris, with dramatic direction by S / L t . B . Berl in , and 
original music and lyrics by SB A Francis Johns. 

Opening the show with a peppy note that is sustained throughout, "Fo l low 
the News" shows the rating-performers as newsboys, with the traditional calls. 
Marching down from the back of the auditorium, they join John Bray in song, 
as the curtains open to disclose the dancing lovelies in a "Rocket te " routine. 
As the curtain rings down, Garry Garrioch steps into the spotlight with "Nelson 
D i d I t , " a song that's now on everyone's lips. A n d that girl really puts it 
over. Then Harvey Aitken and Audrey Butler combine their flair for comedy 
in a rib-t ickl ing skit appropriately entitled "Seductio A d Absurdum." Easy-
on-the-ear is the best description of Rose " J i m m y " James' rendition of " I n 
Love Aga in . " Throaty and mellow, she makes you think of the girl you left 
at home. 

"Three Magazines," with Garry 
Garrioch as the Merry Widow, E v a 
Tomlinson, Gwen Parsons and Betty 

She's swapped away her knitt ing 
things 

For a new belaying pin. 

Sister Susie's going to win 
She'll do some knitt ing then, 
But now she's all drest up in Blue, 
A real, nice-looking Wren. 

" H I SAILOR! " EAST COAST HIT REVUE 

Sailors like plenty of talent and beauty in their entertainment but they don't have to go outside their own barracks 
nowadays to find i t . Take a good look at the caste of the revue " H i Sailor ," recently produced by "Stadacona" Special 

Services office in Halifax, and you' l l see the beauty part. Anyone who saw the mirthful and cleverly staged show can 
vouch for the talent in i t . The revue has been seen by 3500 persons and received high p r a i s e . — R C N Photo. 

Barrie as the Cover Girls, and Gordon 
M c K e e n , Fernand Leveille and H a r ­
vey Aitken as the Cover Boys is a 
tuneful, mirthful production number 
that brings rounds of applause, and 
no wonder, with the girls at their 
loveliest, the boys at their funniest 
and Garry at her best. M a y Cook's 
monologues, "The Hairdresser" and 
Debutante" are high-spots in the show. 
Humorous and bright, Miss Cook talks 
her way right into the audiences' 
heart. " H i Sailor," the title song is 
built up into a grand song-skit as 
Jocelyn Wragge sings a welcome to 
Johnny T i l l as the Sailor, Had M a c -
Dowell as the Soldier and Henry Thow 
as the Airman. A n Active Service 
Canteen setting and the uniforms of 
the three services make this number 
a standout. 

Waltz Humber 
Will iam Whiteley's Impressions are 

not only very funny, but delivered with 
a histrionic excellence that delights 
all . Long to be remembered, "Ador ­
at ion" sees the curtains open on Lesley 
H i l l and Gordon McKeen waltzing 
in a setting of fluted pillars, draped 
with white velvet swags and tails, 
and the traditional white prancing 
horse. Waltzing up to the microphone, 
they blend their splendid voices in the 
love-song "Adorat ion . " Then they 
are joined by the Corps De Ballet, 
whose grace and smoothness make the 
ballet dance a thing of beauty. Betty 
Gibson and Margaret Bremner as the 
Pas De Deux dance beautifully as 
does Betty Crawford as the ballerina. 
"Better Late Than Never" is the title 
of a hilarious skit in which Alec Bowen 
as the Convict , Gordon Ri ley as the 
Priest, Gwen Parsons and E v a T o m ­
linson as the huntresses build up to a 
climax that leaves the audience in 

Continued on page 11 
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CHRISTMAS D A Y 

By Aunt Jemima 

'Twas Christmas day on board H M C S "Slopchit . " The lads i n three 
mess had just finished their Chrismas pudding and consumed their pint of 

rum, which is served out every day at twelve bells by the Chief cook. As the 
stewards cleared away the dishes and brought along the coffee and cigars the 
boys settled down to enjoy themselves. 

Tiddley, What? 
The messdeck was very cosy. The captain had bought a new carpet for 

the occasion and the armchairs and settees had just been recovered during a 
recent refit. The reading lights cast a warm glow over the scene. The soft 
hum of the radio, mingling with the silvery laughter of the Wren stewards in 
the pantry, together with the t inkling of wine glasses floated up the stairs and 
brought a smile to the stern lips of the captain, as he stood at the wheel, twisting 
it to the right and then to the left, so that the track of the ship made the mes­
sage ' A Merry Christmas' to one of our aircraft circling over head. 

The boys had just finished toasting 
the "crushers," (Regulating Petty 
Officers, affectionately- called- crushers 
because they crush any harsh Petty 
Officer who speaks sharply to any 
ordinary seaman), when Joe Hook-
rope jumped up on a chair " P a y atten­
tion boys," he said, "the entertain­
ment is about to begin. I call upon 
O/Sea. J i m Crow for a song." 

Industrious Lad 
O/Sea. J i m Crow was a favorite with 

everyone. He had joined the N a v y 
three months before and by his in 
dustry and paying attention to his 
k ind Petty Officer teachers had al­
ready attracted the Captain's keen 
eye. I n recognition of his smartness 
the captain had awarded him with two 
good conduct badges, which J i m 
proudly wore, one on each arm. 

A m i d much hand-clapping and 
cheering J i m made his way to the 
piano and whispered to the pianist. 
A moment later his fresh young voice 
was singing that stirring old ballad 
'Sweet Violets ' ; a hush decended on the 
crowd, and when he finished there 
wasn't a dry eye on the messdeck and 
rough sailors unashamedly wiped away 
their tears with the backs of their 
horny hands. 

" T h a n k you J i m Crow, that was 
awfully sweet," said Joe Hookrope, 
when the applause had died down, 
" a n d now I call upon A . B . Jack Strop 
to amuse us." 

" R i g h t , lads," said A . B . Strop in his 
breezy way. " W e ' l l start off with a 
riddle. A cat fell down a well eigfit 
feet deep, for every two feet he climbed 
he slipped back six inches, how soon 
did he reach the top?" 

Soon everyone was tackling this 
problem with pencil and paper, each 
man trying desperately to be the first 
to solve i t . 

" W a s i t a black cat?" asked the 
, Chief Buffer. 

" W h a t did you say the muzzle 
velocity was?" enquired the Gunner's 
Mate . 

Able Seaman Strop was about to 
reply when a terrific explosion shook 
the ship. 

Break It Up 
"Tumble up and man the guns, 

lads!" roared the Captain. " W e are 
being attacked by enemy submarines." 

W i t h amazing speed the ship was 
prepared for action, the carpets rolled 
up and put away i n the lockers, the 
wine glasses and dishes returned to the 
pantry, and each man had his broom 
clearing up the deck for action. In 
less than 15 minutes each man was 
standing at attention behind his gun 
with his trusty cutlass swinging by 
his side. 

The Captain stood on the bridge, 
a commanding figure with his sword 
upraised, and gave a stirring address, 
concluding with these words: 

" T h i s is the first time we have been 
in action, my men, and I know that 
you wil l follow me wherever I go. 
Together we wil l show these Huns 
that it is dangerous to attack the 
good ship "Slopchit . " and now Pre­
sent. F i r e . " 

Immediately a thunderous cheer 
burst from a thousand throats on the 
gallant destroyer, followed by the-
roar of the guns. Soon the air was 
th ick ,with bomb-shells, torpedoes and 
depth charges (known as "hash cans" 
because they make a " h a s h " of sub­
marines). 

The "S lopchi t " discharged broad­
side after broadside at the three sinister 
-looking, enemy submarines which 
were just visible on the horizon. 

One, Two, Three— 
Soon there was a terrific explosion 

onboard the first submarine and she 
disappeared. " A moment later the 
nose of the second was seen to rise 
out of the water and she vanished into 
the ocean. The third one must have 
been hit by an incendiary bomb as 

Avalon Sport Shorts 
by Sully 

Greetings to you sailors and sailor-
ettes everywhere. We salute you 
from the winter playground of the 
Royal Canadian N a v y and sincerely 
hope that you are all in the best of 
health and bubbling with optimism. 
At the present time " A v a l o n " doesn't 
look like a winter playground—in fact 
it doesn't look like much of anything 
with this drizzle coming down, but 
we expect by the time this becomes 
your reading material, we'll be up 
to our necks in snow,—or ice-water! 

In comparison with all my previous 
columns, I 'm afraid this one will be 
somewhat lacking in actual sports 
news. This is not a serious matter of 
course, because this just happens to be 
a rather slack season. in " A v a l o n . " 
Summer activities are concluded and 
as Canadian Football is not played in 
this country, we find, ourselves with 
an open season. However, we try to 
alleviate this shortage by filling in with 
weight-lifting, basketball practices and 
so on, so that it really isn't so notice­
able. Of course, there is one sp<"rt 
that is very active right now, and is 
also one of the more popular pastimes 
for our rainy season. I 'm referring to 
the interpart bowling league which 
has been sucessfully operating for the 

she was on fire in three places, and 
soon she also sank beneath the angry 
waves. 

"Stop firing, my gallant men" roared 
the captain, waving his sword above 
his head. " W e have defeated the en­
emy. I am proud of you all especially 
our powder monkey J i m Crow, who 
kept three six-inch guns supplied with 
shells throughout the action." So 
saying the captain stepped forward 
and taking two medals off his manly 
breast pinned them on J i m Crow, 
amid the thunderous cheers of the 
hip's company. 

After shaking hands with the whole 
ship's Company the Captain told his 
trusty bugler to sound the Dismiss. 

A n d so, regretfully we leave the 
gallant ship "Slopchit " as her brave 
crew troop down to the messdeck again 
to finish their afternoon's entertain­
ment which had been so rudely inter­
rupted, having had a glimpse of a 
typical day onboard one of our hardy 
warships. 
Farewell, Ye Gallant lads in blue 

Canadians Capture Laurels 
From American Boxing Team 

Wins Bicycle Race 

L / W t r . Milson of " A v a l o n " copped 
the annual 22-mile bicycle race of St. 
John's, Nf ld . , recently. It was the 
2nd year in a row for him only this 
time he knocked some nine minutes off 
his record of 1942. Just consider 22 
miles of cross country, most of it on 
dirt roads, in 62 minutes. 

It was a great win for R C N . Of 
the nine who started, four positions— 
1st (Milson), 3rd (PTI Burton) , 4th 
L t . McCormick) and 5th ( L / W t r . 
Sheehan)—were captured by N a v y . 

past couple of months and has now 
reached the mid-season mark. I , for 
one, was amazed at the enthusiasm 
evidenced by practically everyone in 
the base. I had never had much to do 
with navy bowling before, but can 
readily see that it is indispensable, 
especially here, where the weather 
is quite contrary, at times. There are 
16 teams engaged, and the difficulties 
which I had visualized, in running off 
such a schedule just didn't materialize. 
Natural ly there is a little trouble 
sometimes when some teams fail to 
appear for a game, but as this is 
mainly a repair base, and a lot of the 
teams are Shipwrights and E .R .A . ' s , 
it isn't hard to find a good excuse for 
them. 

We have absolutely no worries 
about basketball. When the time 
comes, i t is probably the most popular 
of all indoor sports, both for our naval 
personnel and for the civilians here­
abouts. Our interpart league has 
already taken shape and the main 
hold-up, I think, is the opening of our 
new Sports Office. We have been 
patiently waiting for the past three 
weeks to move i n , but some little 

Farewell, Ye Gallant Ship and crew 
Y o u roam the mighty ocean deep. 
So we at home can calmly sleep. 

Note: The names of the char­
acters in this story are fictitious. 
Any resemblance to anyone living 
or dead is incomprehensible. 

Editors Note: Aunt Jemima is the 
well known writer whose column " Heart­
aches Healed" is so widely known and 
read all over the civilized world and 
Germany. 

R. C. N. WINS FAST BOXING TOURNEY 

Pictured above are members of the R C N and US N a v y boxing teams who fought in the recent R C N vs U S N com­
petition in the G y m a t " A v a l o n . " R C N won 4 matches to 2. 4th from the left in back row is Campbell one of R C N ' s ace 
performers. Campbell has 2 wins in 2 starts. Next to him (5th from left) is Evans ex-Olympic star who won his match 
by a decision. 7th is Leo " T i g e r " Charbonneau a veteran of R C N boxing who had his bout defaulted. 8th is P T I 
Bourque, manager of R C N team and chief whip of the card, running all 6 bouts off in the good time of 75 minutes. 

Front row 1. to r . is Cunningham (2nd) who has shown remarkable form in winning both of his starts, one on a 
decision and the other a 1st round K . O. 3rd is Davey Brown, sporting some facial damage from the night's work. 
Brown fought the best man U S N a v y had and although losing it was a close battle. He has a 1 win, 1 loss record so far. 
Next to him is Becket R C N , Glasgow, Scotland, an old-timer in the game who easily won his match. Next is L t . M c ­
Cormick, Sports Officer of Avalon who arranged the t o u r n a m e n t . — R C N Photo 

by Newfie John 
Following up their opening boxing 

victory of last month over U . S. A r m y , 
R C N scored a sensational 4-2 win over 
U . S. N a v y before an excited 1200 fans 
at the R C N B G y m Nov . 2. Becket, 
Campbell, Cunningham and Evans 
were top men for us chalking up 3 
decisions and 1 K . O. 

Davey Brown lost the opener to 
Natole, U S N , but only after the fans 
had seen some of the best boxing for 
a long time. Both boys could hit and 
the crowd was in an uproar from the 
opening gong. The bout was even 
going into the last round and only 
telling left hooks by the American 

Continued on page 11 " 

thing always pops up to push the 
date ahead. However, we expect to 
take root in the barracks any day 
now, and then things will really begin 
to take shape in a hurry. 

There has been much difficulty this 
year in making any progress regarding 
hockey. The question of ice, has been 
the main factor, because up unt i l very 
recently, it looked as if we just wouldn't 
have any. St. Bonaventure College 
is not open to us this year, and the 
Arena is strictly for pleasure skating 
and curling. A t present tho' , a scheme 
is underway to provide natural ice 
surfaces in different parts of the town, 
sponsored by each of the three services. 
I 'm not at liberty to enlarge on these 
facts as yet, but I can assure you that, 
if i t is at all possible, interservice and 
interpart hockey wil l definitely be on 
the schedule this winter. Such not­
ables as B i l l Shill and " S p i k e " Larabie 
are residing with us at present, and i t 
would be a shame to have them go to 
waste. Not only that, but any good 
Canadian likes his hockey, and the 
benefits are many. Wish us luck, 
folks.. 

There are a lot of weight-lifting 
enthusiasts at present, who are just 
waiting for the organized classes to 
get under way. A lot of them are 
getting in condition with Andre Charles 
in his conditioning class. We have 
just acquired a very good set of weights 
from our own Nava l workshops and 
they receive constant use from some 
very big boys. One big stoker whom 
I 'm sorry I can't name, stands in the 
gym and plays around with 300 
pounds, just for warming up purposes. 
Slightly exaggerated perhaps, but nev­
ertheless he is very good. There is no 
doubt whatsoever that a regulated cour­
se in weight-lifting is a great body­
builder and as I said before, we have 
many lads who will flock to us just 
as soon as the new Sports Office opens 
up. More of this' heavy stuff later. 

Last, but not least by any means, 
we come down to our Ship's Organi­
zation. The weather has been rather 
unfavorable of late, but our English 
friends just go right on playing foot­
ball as tho' they didn't notice i t . Most 
of the Canadian ships, now that soft-
ball is finished, are directing their 
efforts to basketball, bowling and 
swimming. A number of the ships 
companies have requested afternoons 
in the gymnasium, and have put them­
selves under the charge of one of our 
PTI ' s for an afternoon of P T and 
Recreational T r t i n i n g . 

As this is the December issue of 
the Crow's Nest, we wish to take this 
opportunity of extending our best 
wishes for a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year, to all our friends 
wherever they may be. We in Avalon 
are, of course a little envious of the 
people who will get home for this a l l -
important season, but for us to indulge 
in self pity would only be futile and 
very selfish. 

Lieut . McCormick, PO Stan. B u r ­
ton, PO B i l l Gardiner, Geoff. Harris, 
Andre Charles, " S u l l y " Summerfield, 
George Davies, Jack McKenzie , Adrien 
Bourque, and Davey Brown,—the 
P & R T staff of " A v a l o n , " wish you 
all , the best of luck for the entire 
Christmas season. 
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AN EVEN BREAK 

ACE FOLEY 
The M a r i t i m e s ' outstanding sports 

writer keeps y o u informed and enter­
tained dai ly in . . . 

T H E H A L I F A X C H R O N I C L E 
H A L I F A X D A I L Y S T A R 

Cornwallis Boxers Take Five Titles 
In Maritime Championship Tourney 

H M C S Cornwallis boxing team came through in great style and proved 
that condition is the main stay in every boxer's life. It all happened in Halifax 
at the Maritimes Amateur Championships when the "Cornwal l i s " leather-
pushers stepped into the ring and punched their way to five of the eight coveted 
titles. 

The spotlight shines on Jackie Turner, flashy little Flyweight, who entered 
the Bantam-weight class and proved that speed is better than weight. Jackie 
fairly dazzled his opponents with speed as he stepped around and hit them at 
wil l . 

Plucky Lad 
In the final, an accident happened, which almost cost Turner the champion­

ship. Midway through the second round, the Referee stepped on his heel, 
breaking two small bones and badly bruising the tendon. However, Turner 
showed enough courage to go on and knock his opponent down twice before the 
final bell, to win the Ititle. 

In the Flyweight class, Amie R a m ­
sey punched out a decisive victory over 
J . Brown of the R A F to win the title. 

Oliver Geldart and B i l l Rochon 
really shook up the Featherweight 
class, and for a while it looked as 
though the teammates would have to 
face each other in the final. Wil lard 
McCormick , of Saint John, remedied 
this, however, by edging put a close 
decision over Rochon to put him out 
of i t . In the final, Geldart beat M c ­
Cormick decisively. 

" S t a d " Boxer Wins 
Solly Vineberg was put out of the 

Welter-weight class the first night 
when Gilbert of the R A F beat h im in 
an exciting battle. Percy Lee of 
H M C S Stadacona later put the skids 
under Gilbert. 

Claude Warwick, impressive L ight ­

weight, had too much on the ball for 
W . Naper, of Saint John. He took 
the lead from the start and kept it all 
through the bout. Sorenson of " Y " 
Depot was unable to meet Warwick 
in the final, due to an injured hand. 
Warwick automatically took the cham­
pionship. 
- I n the Light-heavyweight class Jack 
Herwynen showed plenty, to walk 
away with the title after giving his 
two opponents a lesson i n boxing. 
Herwynen, a smooth worker, has 
enough natural ability to some day 
become a first rate fighter. 

Accompanying the team were M r . 
C. McDona ld , P & R T Officer; P O B . 
O'Connor, staff boxing instructor 
(coach); A B - H . Dubs (ass't. coach); 
and A B H . O'Reil ly (trainer). 

Star - Studded Queen Hockey Team 
Grabs Off Spotlight In Saskatchewan 

by Lieut. P. H . McEew 

H M C S Queen hockey team quite rightly holds the spotlight these days 
for we have an aggregation which we believe is headed for Memorial Cup ' 
honors. A t our first game on November 18, while we won over the formidable 
Commando team by the narrow margin of 3 to 2, i t was our first time out, and 
more decisive results may be expected in future, l e are fortunate in having 
several Southern Saskatchewan Stars, including Ordinary Seamen Barrett, 
White, Quigley, and Slifka. If our team can stick together for the season, we 
feel that "Queen" hockey club wil l be a credit both to the Service and to hockey 
as a whole. 

Cagers In Action 
Queen has entered a Basketball team in Southern Saskatchewan Basket­

ball league. Games are played at the Y M C A every Wednesday and Saturday. 
We have dropped our first two games, but are improving each time out. The 
league lasts unti l the end of February at which time playoffs occur and the win­
ner has the right to meet any challenging team for the l ight to represent Sask­
atchewan in the Dominion Finals. 

A n Officers' bowling league is also 
one of the features of our winter activ­
ities and we have 20 enthusiasts, who 
turn out regularly each Tuesday even­
ing. We haven't broken any records 
so far, but we have hopes of being in 
good shape by the time the turkey 
rolls come around. 

Steal Show 
A t a recent ambulance display stag­

ed by the R A M C , our P T squad put 
on an exhibition which literally 
brought down the house. Congratu­
lations are i n order to Lieut . E d . Walk­
er and L / S e a . E . Briggs who were 
responsible for the performance of this 
stellar squad. 

Our dance floor is now completed 
and by kind permission of our Cap­

tain, L t . - C d r . Pickersgill, we will open 
officially with a Ship's Company 
dance in the near future. Three hun­
dred guests are expected and a success­
ful evening appears to be in the offing. 

A report of this and of any other 
Social activities taking place during 
the current month will be in the next 
issue of the Crow's Nest. 

Like many other training establish­
ments, we are becoming Wren minded 
and we are now the proud possessors 
of five W . R . C. N . S. members. L a t ­
est arrivals are Wren Irene Ell iott of 
Calgary, Wren Dorothy M c L e a n of 
Kamloops, and Wren Pauline E . Gar-
side, Regina. We extend to them a 
cordial welcome. 

T H E UNICORNER 
News from 

H. M. C. S. "Unicorn" 

Saskatoon, Sask. 

By J . M . B . 

They still come in acting and talk­
ing like farm lads and after eight 
weeks they sti l l go out acting and 
talking like sailors. There seems to 
be no limit to the number of Prairie 
boys who have a hankerin' to go 
down to the sea in stone frigates. 
And the good ship " U n i c o r n " is still 
Carrying on the motherly job of chang­
ing them from blue denim to blue 
serge. 

At the present time L t . - C d r . C. A . 
E . White, our Captain, is away and 
Lieut. 0 . K . McClockl in is carrying 
on in his stead. Training Officer 
J . A . Crist has been promoted from 
Sub-Lieut, to Lieutenant. We are 
all looking forward to the day when 
we will scuttle this old tub' 'Unicorn' ' and 
move into our new building. Wi th luck 
this might happen before the end of 
the year. 

See "Corvette" K-225" 
The other day the whole Ship's 

Company was the guest of the Tivol i 
Theatre to see the picture "Corvette 
K-225" . It was an eye-opener for 
the boys who have never seen a ship 
or the sea and they came away with 
a better idea of what they were in for. 
We didn't hear of any of them asking 
for a discharge. 

The canteen staged a very successful 
dance in the Cavern ballroom recently 
and rai ed about $80 toward new 
recreation room furniture. 

A boxing team from " U n i c o r n " 
made a flying trip to Dafoe to meet 
fighters from No . 5 Bombing and 
Gunnery School in an exhibition card.' 
The boys were able to hold their own 
and got a great kick out of the plane 
ride. The hockey team and basket­
ball team are rounding into shape and 
are looking forward to their coming 
schedules. 

We have seen some familiar faces 
around during the past couple of 
days. L / S e a . " H a p p y " Best dropped 
in to say hello on his way to Scotland 
and we also saw P / S L t ' s T. Davies, 
A . Burrows and L . Mathewson. Oh 
yes, and S B A Harry Taylor who has 
shot so much stuff into so many arms 
around here in the past, also dropped 
in . 

o 

'York' Gridiron Squad 
Can Be Proud Of Record 

By L/Sea. Jack Judges 

GIVE US JUST ONE M O R E G A M E 

mm 

They may not play again this year, but if they do you can depend on""it, 
this trio wi l l be an important factor in the outcome of the game. Pictured 
here are, 1. to r .— M i k e Hedgwick, mighty mite of Halifax N a v y football team 
Lieut. Charles " T i n y " Herman, coach of the team, himself a former football 
player of renown, and " D u t c h " Davey, young player from Stratford, Ont., 
who has been doing sensational work with the team this year. 

Whether the N a v y squad wi l l get a game in at Toronto on December"^ 
depends on just how badly battered the Hamilton Wildcats are after their 
triumph of November 27 over Winnipeg R C A F Bombers, in which they cap­
tured the Canadian Rugby title. Hamilton promised to play a benefit game 
with the N a v y team if they won the title but injuries to the team left the squad 
pretty weak after the championship t i l t . N a v y fans are anxious to see the 
highly-touted sailors get a crack at the title-holders and the two wins 
they procured last month against N a v y teams from Montreal and Toronto 
have only made backers more rabid in a yelling for another match — 
R C N Photo. 

" Y o r k ' s " Rugby Squad did not win 
the Ontario Rugby Football title this 
year, but they made it interesting for 
all corners. 

The average age of the team was 21. 
This in itself speaks well for Coach 
Teddy Morris , as those who know 
rugby realize it is not much more than 
a junior team which he had at his 
disposal. The fact that he had them 
in there making it tough for all op­
position is proof of his ability to get 
the best out of fellows. A further 
fact is, that, of all the teams in the 
Union, N a v y was the only one that 
had to build from scratch. Other 
clubs had enough left-overs from 
last year to make a start, but only 
Sandy Milne wa^ on hand at " Y o r k . 

Hockey 

" Y o r k " is not represented by an 
aggregation of N . H . L . all-stars, but 
has on the ice a squad quite similar 
in type if not in name to last year's 
grand crowd. O/Sea. Red Gilbert 
guards the nets. 

Fencing made its debut into H M C S 
York when the followers of Fo i l and 
Sabre were treated to a display of the 
art by members of the Ship's Company 
and M r . E , A . Dalton, a former C a n ­
adian champion. M r . Dalton gave 
a short history of the various weapons 
used, and then proceeded to demon­
strate each with a capable opponent 

CANADIANS C A P T U R E L A U R E L S 
Continued from page 10 

boy finally stopped Brown. 
Veteran Fighter 

Becket, fighting under R N colours 
gave an interesting display in beating 
Powers, U S N . Obviously the older 
of the two the, R N boy chucked i n all 
the tricks that age and experience give 
and emerged a winner by a close mar­
gin. 

Campbell put R C N t n t o a lead when 
he fought a masterful fight against 
Grimes, U S N . It was the best of the 
night and the crowd got a great kick 
out of i t . Fla i l ing away with both 
hands the Canadian tar just couldn't 
be stopped although the U S N lad was 
far from a novice. It was another 
decision win. 

Cunningham, R C N , kept his record 
clean as he made short work of Nor -
donne U S N , tagging him about half 
way through the 1st for the 10 count. 
Cunningham has all the earmarks of 
a first class boxer and the fans were a 
little disappointed that the bout didn't 
last longer. 

Deliposta, U S N , cut into the big 
lead R C N had when he pounded out a 
close win over Dube. Our boy was 
game, and although beaten, got a big 
hand for his efforts. 

Evans, R C N , put the tournament in 
the bag as he displayed a bril l iant of 
fense in the opening rounds. 

F O O T L I G H T F A N F A R E 
Continued from page 9 

stitches. Garry Garrioch, Fernand 
Leveille and the entire cast follow 
through with the Wren lament " L a d y 
Can Y o u Wield a M o p " a bright short 
story i n song. 

Harvey Aitken singing " Y o u Gotta 
Be Rugged" is really a treat, and his 
version of " A l l I H a d " is just about 
tops—a born comedian and a grand 
personality. A n d Betty Gibson proves 
that she's "tops in taps." The splen­
did baritone voice of John Bray opens 
the number "Sometime Before" as 
the second curtain lifts displaying a 
raised ramp with a huge picture frame 
in the centre. Through this picture 
-frame step "the Navy 's most beautiful 
•\Vrens," eight breathtakingly lovely 
girls in costumes depicting the beauti¬
ful women of history. ' J immy ' James 

in L / S A Asselin, who was runner-up 
for the Canadian title in 1938. P .O . 
Cotey and Sub-Lieutenant Jack staged 
a hotly contested combat. This show 
was keenly watched and a class of 
fencers is being formed by L / S A . 
Asselin. 

is a dream in white and'gold as Helen 
of Troy ; Stella Pennington is a lovely, 
seductive Salome; Lesley H i l l as 
Guinever is truly entrancing with 
the traditional cone-shaped headdress; 
M a r y , Queen of Scots is stately and 
beautiful in the person of Audrey 
Butler ; E v a Tomlinson is a far lovelier 
D u Barry than the original; Gwen 
Parsons makes a gorgeous Lady H a m ­
ilton, pert and petite; Josephine por­
trayed by M a y Cook is definitely 
charming and vivacious. As the girls 
take their places in formation, and 
a blackout brings out their costume 
designs in fluorescent paint, the num­
ber reaches the heights of beauty. 

Hula -La 
" F i j i Isle" which opens the second 

act, after intermission, is a spectacle 
in color, with the girls and boys decked 
in gay sarongs, and a setting in the 
South Pacific. Harvey Aitken, Alec 
Bowen and Gordon McKeen as the 
Three Missionaries are subtly amusing, 
Johnny T i l l singing "A loha Oe" adds 
an authentic note; and Gwen Parsons, 
Betty Barrie and E v a Tomlinson as 
the Hula Dancers are a treat for the 
eyes. "Swecha of Sweden" is another 
topnotch production number, with 
Garry Garrioch and the boys doing 
a grand job of vocalizing; and Sub-
Lieut. Jack Hodge turning in a terrific 
job of tap-dancing that had the 
audience cheering. 

" D o c J e k y l l " sees Harvey Aitken 
as the Doc, Alec Bowen as the M o n ­
ster and Gwen Parsons as the Angel 
in one of the most hilarious moments 
of the show. "Best Places" offers a 
tuneful duet, with encores of sophisti­
cated variations. The Reprise of 
"Adorat ion" brings on the boys in a 
burlesque of the girls' ballet—ex­
cruciatingly funny. John Bray ushers 
in the finale singing " Y o u r K i n g and 
Country Needs Y o u N o w . " Then the 
entire cast assembles on stage in a 
lovely montage effect, climaxed by 
everyone raising cardboard squares 
to form a huge Union Jack, circled by 
rainbow lighting. 

Deserving of special mention is 
Francis Johns for his bril l iant music, 
lyrics and staging; to Monsieur Regor 
who designed the stunning costumes; 
to Donald Armstrong, stage manager; 
and to the hard-working stage craw, 
Ira Matlock, Charles Vaughan, W i l ­
l iam Whiteley, and George Eyles ; 
and to Alec Bowen for the outstanding 
set designs. 

Special Services Officer-Have you 
any stage experience? 

Stage-struck Sailor - Sure, my leg 
was in a cast once. 

file://�/Vrens
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Niobe Notebook 
(A few notes from "Over There") 

by PTI's J . Hancock and M . Cockburn 

Greetings and salutations—Once again this is Camp " N i o b e " calling from 
"over there." The summer sports league wound up in fine style with the 
presentation of cups and medals at Sunday Divisions, September 26, by Cap­
tain E . R . Brock. 

The Stokers Softball team took the softball title after eliminating the 
Watch-Keepers in a very close game, 3-2. Members of the winning team were 
as follows: G . Dempster, (Toronto) S. Greenhalgh, (Hamilton) R . Taylor, 
(Hamilton) J . Shelley, (Montreal) G . How, (Dartmouth) S. Moses, (St. Cath­
erines) J . Rudge, (Windsor) R . Rounding, (Windsor) J . Duff, (Port Colbourne) 
J . Cleary, (Cornwall) E . Riley, (Powell River, B.C. ) J . Wilson, (Timmins) 
J . Smith, (Sudbury) J . Bremner (Port McNicho l ) . T r a i n e r — J . Moore, 
(Sydney, Cape Breton) Coach— M . Burns, (Vancouver). 

I n the Volleyball League, the Chiefs and P.O.'s (Executive) came out on 
top after a brisk series with the Communication team. Those on the winning 
team were: Yeoman C. Scott (Paris), Yeoman G. McCue (Drumheller), 
R P O W . Gibbs (Winnipeg), R P O A . Thompson (Toronto), C P O Barker 
(Victoria), C P O M . Mil ler (Regina), Plbr . A . Hopewell (Montreal), P T I 
J . Hancock (Toronto), PO W m . Chedister (Victoria), Yeoman A . Andres 
(Calgary). 

Lucky Horseshoes t 
The Accountant Branch edged out the Seaman for the Horse hoe cham­

pionship. I n the final series every second shoe was a ringer, which shows the 
boys were really on. Upholding the honors for the Accountant branch were: 
Leading Writer B . Laing (Hamilton) and Leading Writer A . Jones (Winnipeg). 
Then once again the Accountant Branch stole the limelight by taking the Table 
Tennis league. Chiefs & P.O.'s (Executive) ended up in a very close second 
place. Leading Writer G . Ferguson (P.E.I. ) and Supply Assistant J . Rae 
(Toronto) copped the silverware for the Accountant Branch. 

"Niobe ' s " hockey squad hasn't started as yet this season, pending arrange 
ments being made by the Canadian Y . M . C . A . Overseas, who by the way have 
been doing excellent work for Niobe in every manner possible. The Ship's 
Company make full use of the twenty odd pair of skates i n the sports office 
which are available to one and a l l . The Chiefs & P.O.'s (Executive) held 
dart and cribbage tournament this month and the buffer—PO Stevenson 
walked away with the cribbage series taking PO Liversidge two straight games 
i n the finals. Yeoman McCue was the decided champ in the Dart Tourna­
ment. This month Bingo was one of the highlights, as £46 in cash prizes 
were given away to the Ship's Company. We believe this to be the only Can­
adian N a v a l base to run Bingo along these lines as i t cost the lads nothing to 
play. G y m hockey got away to a flying start and has proved very popular 
The teams play three minute periods which are packed full of action and bruises; 
and the lads get a real work-out. 

The movies are well organized now and two different pictures a week are 
showni Ear ly in the month an E N S A Concert party called "Double Scotch' 
entertained the Ship's Company i n the dri l l hall and it was tops from start to 
finish. The boys really gave them a big hand in appreciation. 

Regular Dances 
Netherhall , a Wren's quarter near-by, sends a regular invitation to us for 

their Sunday night dances which are " A - l " and enjoyed by all who go. 
The Bi l l iard and Snooker room is going full blast and is booked up every 

night, and has just been outfitted with new equipment. A snooker night was 
held this month between H M S "Or lando" and " N i o b e " . Our team consisted 
of six Chief and Petty Officers and six seaman and miscellaneous ratings. 

The Chief and P.O.'s were represented by M A A T i m O'Leary, Chief 
Steward Johnson, R . P . O . Gibbs, Yeoman Scott, Yeoman McCue , and C P O 
Mi l l e r . The seaman and miscellaneous team was composed of L / W t r . Jones, 
L / W t r . C. Hobbs, Te l . Grant, A . B . Webb, L / W t r . Laing , and P T I M . Cock-
burn. The scoring was counted as the highest number of points made per 
team. "Or lando" CPO's won out by 13 points and Niobe's Seaman team 
walked off, winning by the large total of 157 points. Refreshments were 
served and a splendid night w as had by a l l . A return match at Niobe is now 
being arranged. 

The C P O ' s held a dance this month in the Recreation H a l l . Music was 
furnished by records over the P . A . system and Harry James' records—No! 
no relation to Harry James our T.I.—were put to good use. The Captain, 
Officers and Nursing Sisters were present and a good time was had by a l l . 

Sailors At Universities 
Over here fellows sometimes find it hard to choose a place to spend their 

leave. Our Padre has overcome this difficulty by securing special courses in 
Universities in both England and Scotland. The chaps enjoy these special 
courses and at the same time are taken on tours around the country and given 
lectures. Thanks to our Padre—Rev. Harry Ploughman. 

This month twelve Canadian Wrens found their way to " N i o b e " one 
morning and were promptly shipped out again next morning to their censored 
destination, which brought forth many drips and moans from Niobe's mate-
lots. Better luck next draft, fellows. 

Wedding bells were heard to ring out for the first time in H M C S Niobe's 
Chapel, when Stoker Petty Officer Ward took Nursing Sister M a r y Frame to 
be his wife. The marriage was in true N a v a l Tradit ion with the Chief and 
Petty Officers forming the guard of honour and drag-rope crew. The reception 
was held i n the Chief and Petty Officers' Mess and Captain Brock was the 
first to toast the newly wedded couple. 

AN RCNVR R E C O R D T O B E A T 
This year brings to a close the 19 years service T i m O'Leary has rendered 

the R C N V R . T i m first enlisted i n Toronto on September 26, 1924. I n 
the Toronto Barracks at that time the ship's company numbered something 
like fifty in complement. Here T i m first performed his seamanlike duties as 
bugler. F r o m Toronto he proceeded to Halifax to head out to sea on the 
" Y p r e s " which at that time was a minesweeper. In 1926 he qualified as one 
of the first seaman gunners the Canadian N a v y had. From there he advanced 
up to Gunlayer 2nd class and became an instructor in the Gunnery School. 
In 1929 he passed for Leading Seaman and went off to sea again i n one of the 
R . N . ships, the "Capetown." I n 1931 he was back to sea again in the "Skeena" 
and 1934 saw him serving on another R . N . ship the "Dundee . " In 1936 he 
became a Petty Officer and also took on the job of being a husband and making 
his home in Toronto. 1939 saw him at sea again in H M S " B e r w i c k " when the 
K i n g and Queen paid their visit to Canada. The same year he was presented 
with the Coronation Medal . A t the outbreak of war he came to Halifax and 
took up duties at "Stadacona," and was transferred to H M C S Venture to take 
up his first regulating PO 's duties. Hence he went to H M C S Niobe and 
passed professionally for Master-at-Arms at H M S Sandhurst, and became the 
" J a u n t y " at Niobe. 

The O'Leary family is quite well represented in this war. Besides T i m , 

H E R E and T H E R E 
IN 

HMCS M O N T C A L M 

With W. J . E . 

Judging by the team's showing in its 
first game, the basketball team here 
should be in the thick of the fight for 
the honors in the Quebec Garrison 
Basketball league this winter. In 
their first encounter they managed 
to outscore the R C O C quintette 30 to 
11¬

* * * 

After a somewhat shaky start the 
bowling team is starting to go places. 
They are in second position at the 
present time, three games back of the 
pace-setters. 

* * * 

To show their appreciation to J im 
Einarson, four ratings from Ottawa, 
Clifford Marte l l , Pat Warmock, H . R. 
Wilson and D . W. Good presented 
him with a small present on the oc­
casion of his birthday. 

* * * 

One of the new ratings, Harold 
" D o c " Dafoe is a nephew of the illus­
trious, late doctor by the saae name. 
In case you cannot remember who he 
is, it is Doctor A . R. Dafoe who 
brought the quintuplets into the 
world. 

* * * 
Feeling the call to combined oper­

ations, S / L t . K . G . Crowhurst has 
left H M C S Montcalm for overseas 
service. He wil l be missed in his 
duties as training officer. 

* * * 

If he is as good as his famous 
uncle, Ivan Johnson should be a big 
help to the ship's hockey team. His 
uncle was the famous " C h i n g " who 
played with New York Rangers for 
many years. 

Add social notes, J i m Einarson of the 
ship's regulating office entertained in 
honor of his birthday. Leading Cook 
Higham made a cake for the occasion. 
Only coffee was drunk, however. 

* * * 
At the present time only two Wrens 

grace our ship. They are Ani ta Cur­
rier from Sherbrooke P.Q. and Ruth 
K i d d , the little red-head from D r u m ­
heller Alberta. Both girls are wel­
come additions to the establishment. 

* * * 
The boys here are going to indulge 

in boxing this winter. S / L t . Poirier 
is in charge of arrangements in this 
sport. 

Congratulations are being extended 
to L / S e a . J . P . Woods who is taking 
the fatal steps into the holy bonds 
of matrimony in the near future. 

* * * 
Harley H . Cowan is another of the 

ratings who has taken the step lately. 
At the present time he is taking a 
course in "Cornwal l is . " 

Competition is very keen every 
week for the cup donated by A / L t . - C d r . 
E . F . Noel for the best division of the 
week. 

Joe P . Woods made a good record 
by winning the cup two weeks i n a 
row. It was the first time that any 
division had won it twice in succession. 

o 
"Waitress, what's wrong with these 

eggs?" 
" I don't know; I only laid the 

table . "—The Gateway. 

Take a tip on Christmas gifts 

From S /A Claus, who knows best; 

And greet the folks at home with a 

Subscription to "The Crow's Nest." 

Please Send T H E CROW'S NEST 

For One Year, T o : 

Name 

St. or Ave. 

C i t y Prov . 

Starting Issue 

Sender 

Enclosed find $1.00 i n payment. 

Popular Officers At "Chippawa" 
Leave Winnipeg On New Service 

Three of H M C S Chippawa's most 
popular officers left Winnipeg last 
month following appointment over­
seas, two to combined operations 
duty and one on loan to the Royal 
N a v y . They are: Surg-Lt . -Cdr . 
John L . Silverside, Lieut. A . D . R a y -
burn and Surg.-Lieut. Wil l iam A r -
buckle. 

A native of Winnipeg, L t . - C d r . 
Silverside joined the N a v y in 1940. 
His successor as senior medical officer is 
Surg-Lieut. Quentin D . Jacks, of 
Brandon. 

Lieut . Rayburn, also headed for 

"combined ops," is 
Chippawa's X . O . by 
Cannon, of Montreal 
burn, whose home is 
joined the R C N V R 

as 
D . 

succeeded 
Lieut. L . 

Lieut . R a y -
Calgary, first 

in 1929. U n ­
attached to the N a v y from 1936 to 
September, 1939, he rejoined the day 
war was declared and went to the 
west coast as a leading seaman. 

Lieut. Arbuckle, of Toronto, is a 
graduate of M c G i l l University, Mont ­
real. He went active in July , 1942, 
and was stationed at Esquimalt be­
fore being appointed to " C h i p p a w a " 
about a year ago. 

T U G O' WAR M E N IN T H E MONEY 

there are two brothers serving with the 
forces, one in the R C N V R , and one 
with the A r m y now in Italy . 

One outstanding feature of M A A O'-
Leary's service in the R C N V R is that 
he has never had a black mark on his 
papers--has never even been on the 
Quarter Deck with his hat off! 

His athletic ability has not to be 
missed either, as it is known he was 
quite a boxer in his younger days. A t 

Niobe , " you wil l see him playing at 
all sports with the rest of the Ship's 
Company. 

His wife now resides in Toronto with 
his one son who is two years of age. 

M . A . A . T i m O'Leary—We Salute 
Y o u ! 

They' re in the money! And—judging by the wide smiles, they're going 
to enjoy spending i t ! Pictured above are the nine stalwarts from Drake D i v ­
ision at H M C S Hunter, who won first place in the Tug-Of-War contest at the 
Track and Field meet held recently at Windsor, Ont. Defeating strong teams 
from Frobisher Divis ion, Officers and Accountants,the "huskies" above are: 
1. to r. Front Row: O/Sea. G . Jervais, O/Sea. R . Pelkie, O/Sea. J . M . Presley 
and O/Sea. V . C. White. Back Row: O / P a t . H . Heidt, O / P a t . Chapman, 
Sto. I . H . Gordon, O/Sea. J . Seagull, and O/Sea. J . A . Mar ion . Photo by 
L / S e a . Dolamore, H M C S Hunter, Windsor, Ont. 


