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He was not alone. Lt. John Turner, Command Photographic

Here is a glimpse into the eerie world of the diver.
Exploring the bottom of Esquimalt Harbour is Lt.-Cdr. Ben Acker-
man, officer-in-charge of the operational diving unit at Esquimalt,

Officer, was down there taking pictures. (1E-52376)

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa.

PICTURE OF THE MONTH -

Autumn is above all other scasons a
time of remembrance in the Navy, whether
it be of great triumphs or great sorrows.
After the bustle of the summer, the grey
days and russel countryside are conducive
to reminiscence and contemplation,

One day has been singled oul as the
occasion for recalling the sacrifies of two
World Wars and it is the spirit of Remem-
brance Day that is pictorially represented
on the opposite pagc by Sea Cadets of
RCSCC Courageons during a memorial ser-
vice on the quarterdeck of HMCS Prevost,
the London, Ontario, naval division,

The picture was taken by Kenneth J,
Smith, for The London Free Press, through
whosc courtesy it appcars here.

iy

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
repreduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the bencfit of persons
wishing to obtain prinls of the pholos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Sccretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Directorate of Naval
Photography, duoting 1he negative number
of the photograph, giving the size and finish
required, and enclosing a money order for
the full amount, payable to the Recceiver
General of Canada. :

Sizes, finish and the National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. § .10

Gle x 8% glossy finish only ..........,. .40
8 x 10 glossy or matie finish ,.,,...,. ‘ b0
11 x 14 matte finish only .............. 1.00
16 x 20 ‘o o s 3.00
20 x 24 - “ Y veeae 4,00
30 x 40 ¢ L 8.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 for
12 issues; outside of North Amer-
ica, $1.50. Orders, accompanied
by cheque or money order made
to the Receiver General of Can-
ada, should be sent to:

THE QUEEN’S PRINTER,

Department of Public Printing

and Stationery,

Ottawa, Ont.

Communications, other than those
relating to subscriptions, should
be addressed to:
EDITOR,
The Crowsnest,
Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, Ont,
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jet pilots of Fighter Squadron 870, who
are known as “The Grey Ghosts”.

The Canadian Army’s stellar attrac-
tion took over at 6:15. The pipes and
drums of the 1st Battalion, the Black
Watch RHR of Canada, performed the
ceremonial retreat. The Army provided
tents and other facilities to ensure the
success of the open house, as well.

The big dance opened at 6:30 in “B”
Hangar and, along with bingo, con-
tinued until 10 p.m.

S/M Flag Officer
Visits Canada

Rear-Admiral Bertram W. Taylor,
Flag Officer Submarines for the Royal
Navy, visited Ottawa and Halifax in
the course of his two-month round-the-
world tour of Commonwealth and
NATO countries.

Rear-Admiral Taylor arrived in Ot-
tawa Thursday, September 24, left for
Halifax September 30 and stayed there
until October 5.

On his arrival in Ottawa he was met
by Captain R. G. Dreyer, Senior Naval
Liaison Officer (United Kingdom) in
Canada, with whom he stayed durihg
his Ottawa visit.

On September 28, Rear~Admiral Tay-
lor called on Vice-Admiral ¥. G. De-

Society.—Ed.

b o .

HFUWEC Dockyard

In Halifax, ‘The Warden of the North’

HMC Dockyard stands—a sentinel;

From here in wars, the Fleet oft-times set forth
To share the victories we proudly tell.

This vantage point two hundred years ago,
Was chosen for the site on which to lay
Foundations of the structures which we know
As this great Dockyard as it stands today.

The nine ships wrecked by hurricane and storm
Repaired by seamen left to winter here,

Was the beginning of its present form

Till now, two centuries have marked the year. -

We know not what the future holds in store,
We pray that now a lasting peace may reign,
But if the clouds of war engulf our shore
Our Dockyard is prepared to serve again!

NOTE—Miss Hume is secretary to the Superintendent
of Stores in the Naval Supply Depot, Halifax, and is
also recording secretary of the Nova Scotia Poetry

Wolf, Chief of the Naval Staff, and met
with the Naval Board.

During his Halifax visit, Rear-Ad-
miral Taylor called on Rear-Admiral
H. F. Pullen, Flag Officer Atlantic Coast,
and the Lieutenant-Governor of Nova
Scotia, Major-General, the Hon. E. C.
Plow. While at the Atlantic Command,
he inspected the Royal Navy’s Sixth
Submarine Squadron.

This marked his second visit to the
squadron. He last visited the squadron
at Halifax in May 1958.

Minister Attends
Venture Ceremony

An important milestone in their car-
eers was reached Friday, August 7, by
38 young men of HMCS Venture. Their
graduation ceremonies, marking the end

of two years of concentrated academic

and naval training, were held on that
day with Hon. G. R. Pearkes, VC, Min-
ister of National Defence, as guest of
honour. He inspected and addressed the
graduating class.

An international flavour was evident
at the exercises, with a number of top-
ranking officials of Belgium also at-
tending. The Belgian party included
Belgian Defence Minister Arthur Gil~
son, Chief of the Belgian Naval Staff;

ANNE HUME
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Commodore L. J. J. Robins, and His
Excellency Jacques de Thier, Ambassa-
dor of Belgium. Earlier that day they
attended ceremonies marking the trans-
fer of the Canadian coastal escort HMCS
Winnipeg to the Belgian Navy.

The graduating class of Venture in-
cluded four Belgian cadets. They took
the two-year course under a NATO ar-
rangement, and had earlier returned to
their homeland on leave.

Victoriaville
Begins Service

HMCS Victoriaville, which accepted
the surrender of the first Nazi U-boat
to an RCN ship during the Second
World War, was commissioned at Point
Edward Naval Base on September 25,
under the command of Lt.-Cdr. George
B. Wither.

The Victoriaville is the fourth frigate
from the “mothball” fleet to be returned
to active service in the Atlantic Com-
mand.

Commodore M. A. Medland, Senior
Officer Afloat Atlantic, welcomed the
ship into the fleet on behalf of Rear-
Admiral H. F. Pullen, Flag Officer At-
lantic Coast.

Charles L, Beazley, QC, Nova Scotia’s
deputy provincial secretary, was guest
oi honour at the commissioning cere-
mony and inspected the guard.

The Victoriaville was launched in
June 1944 at Lauzon, Que., and was
commissioned five months later and pro-
ceeded on escort duty in the Atlantic,

. She carried out a number of incon-
clusive attacks on U-boats during her
patrols and, at the end of hostilities in
Europe, her captain accepted the sur-
render of the U-190. The submarine
was escorted into Newfoundland and
later was commissioned as a training
and experimental vessel in the RCN.

The Victoriaville was selected for
service in the Pacific theatre, but the
end of the Pacific war halted “tropi-
calization” and she was paid off in
November 1945. She was re-acquired by
the Navy in 1951 and taken in hand at
Sorel for modernization the next year.
On completion, she was placed in re-
serve at Sydney.

Modernized Sub
Calls at Halifax

The modernized British submarine
Thermopylee paid a recreational visit
to FHalifax September 22-26 in the
course of exercises in North American
waters,

The boat, commanded by Lt.-Cdr.
B. A. Large, is based at Portsmouth,
England.






Troops were landed in several places hefore the victory of
the Plains of Abraham, 13th September. Quebec surrendered
18th September .under the threat of a combined Army-Navy

bombardment and assault.

loss and landed troops next day,

Fleet arrived Island of Orleans 26th June without

Lake Champlain

Major General Jeffery Amher-
sts invasion route to Montreal
1759 and 1760.

Hudson River BOSTON@C-

NEW YORK

r

prROM U

Rendezvous - Vice-Admiral
Saunders sailed 6th June
1759 for Quebec with 119 sail
in convoy ‘escorted by 22
warships.

Hawke's victory at lle d’Aix,
April 1758 prevented France
from sending a fleet to defend
Louishurg

-
Hawke's victory at Quiberon
Bay November 1759 blocked

French plans to relieve
Quebec.

———

NAVAL DISPOSITIONS IN THE ST. LAWRENCE 5TH SEPTEMBER 1759

9 ships of the line and 2 fireships to prevent any
French warships from getting upriver to Quebec
(R/A Philip Durell in 80 gun Princess Amelia)

5 warships above Quebec to guard against French
Naval action, to harass the land forces and to
enable the Army to recomnoitre. (R/A Holmesin
50 gun Sutherland)

in 64 gun Stirling Gastle

15 waréhips to cover the Army and their trans-
ports and to land them as required, V/A Saunders

11 smaller warships searching both shores of the
river for enemy activity.
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sea, together with an attack on French
establishments in the Montreal and
Lower Lakes areas, by an overland ex-
pedition from New York. Conirol of
the North Aflantiic for {the unhindered
passage of troops and supplies was the
first requisite.

Louisbourg was tfo have been at-
tacked that year, and {troops were
actually embarked in England for the
purpose, but the plan was abandoned,

Then in 1757 Sir Charles Hardy, who
had retired and had been made Gov-
ernor of New York, was called back to
the service with the rank of rear-ad-
miral. After consultation with local
authorities, Hardy assembled ships and
men and prepared to sail for Nova
Scotia., F¥lying his flag in the 50-gun
Sutherland, he convoyed 88 assorted
transports, storeships, victuallers (even
a horseship) carrying 10,533 troops and
their impedimenta on a ten-day run
from Sandy Hook to Halifax, where all
arrived safely June 30.

In the meantime, Vice-Admiral
Francis Holburne had sailed from Eng-
land with a sizable fleet to take naval
command of the expedition, and he too
arrived in Halifax shortly afterwards.
However, intelligence from a captured
French ship indicated that Louisbourg
had been strengthened, and that 23 war-
ships and a garrison of 7,000 awaited
the British. It was decided to disperse
the troops, and to establish a naval
blockade of Louisbourg, but a Septem-
ber hurricane scattered and badly dam-
aged the squadron.

It was not until 1758 that a full-scale
attack could be launchéd. On May 28
Admiral Boscawen sailed from Halifax
in the 90-gun Namur with 157*% vessels
of all kinds—probably the largest group
of ships ever to leave that East coast
Canadian port at any one time. Landed
and guarded by the fleet, the British
troops invested the fortress. Finally on
July 26, when no help came from across
the sea, the French governor capitu-
lated.

Why did the French not come to the
aid of Louisbourg? The answer is that
they did try, and were prevented. Dur-

ing the winter months of 1758 they -

collected a convoy carrying stores,
munitions, and 3,000 troops destined for
Louisbourg, but early in April Admiral
Sir Edward Hawke swooped down near
the Island of Aix on the French Atlantic
seaboard, and destroyed both convoy
and escort, The French did not recover
from this exercise of sea power until

* The number varies with the source but
I rely on “Collections of the Nova Scotia His-
torical Society™, Vol, VIII, p. 54, and also
Schomberg’s ‘“Chronology’’.—Author

it was too late to support their naval
base in Cape Bretfon.

When the sea lane to the St, Law-
rence was open, planning for the atfack
on Quebec proceeded.. Fortunately, we
have the despatches of the officer en-
trusted with the naval command—Vice-
Admiral Charles Saunders—and from
them can be obtained the main outline
of the vast naval effort which put the
army in position to besiege the French
fortress.

The Navy and Quebee

A lot of questions go wunan-
swered in the school textbooks in
their chapters on the fall of
Quebec: How did the British army
get there? How was it supported
during the summer of 17597
Would the defeat of Wolfe on the
Plains of Abraham have meant
the failure of the campaign? Who
was Vice-Admiral Charles Saun-
ders?

Two hundred years after the
Battle of the Plains of Abraham,
it. seems quite probable that most
Canadians have never heard these
questions asked, let alone an-
swered.

The size of the naval contribu-
tion and 1its effectiveness have
been summed up as follows: “The
record shows that during the cam-
paign for Quebec 277 different
British vessels (including 49 war-
ships) supported the Army; dur-
ing this same period not one
French ship came to Quebec from
the Atlantic.”

This sentence appears in the
foreword to a pamphlet published
by the Maritime Museum of Can-
ada, in Halifax: “Despatches of
Vice-Admiral Saunders 1759-1760;
The Nawval Side of the Capture of
Quebec.”

The paper was prepared and
edited by Inst. Cdr. C. H. Little,
RCN (Ret.) who, in the accom-
-panying article, supports the posi-
tion that the fall of Quebec largely
came about because of far-flung
but closely integrated naval enter-
prises,

On February 14, 1759, Rear-Admiral
Charles Saunders Holmes, later to fly
his flag in the 74-gun Dublin, sailed
from Spithead in the Somerset with 66
transports; on the 16th Vice-Admiral
Saunders sailed in the Neptune (90
guns) with the main fleet and the con-
voy stragglers. Hampered by contrary
winds and several hard gales and

stopped from approaching Louisbourg
by a body of ice, Saunders and most of
the convoy finally came to anchor in
Halifax on the last day of April,

For the next six weeks, warships and
merchantmen from the United King-
dom, from New York, from Boston, from
the Bay of Fundy and from Halifax
gathered at Louishourg, but as late as
May 27 that harbour was entirely filled
with ice. And yet somehow the rendez-
vous was effected, and on June 6,
Saunders reported that he was off Scat- -
ari with 119 sail, escorted by 22 war-
ships, standing for the River St. Law-
rence,

During all these months Saunders’
only mention of enemy activity at sea
was the capture by the 64-gun Alcide
(herself captured from the French by
Boscawen in 1755) of a 280-ton victual-
ler from La Rochelle with military
stores and supplies for the Quebec
garrison. The absence of French war-
ships bears eloguent testimony to the
Royal Navy’s command of the sea. In
all fairness it should be recored that
France had—unknown to Saunders and
Durrell-—passed a convoy of three fri-
gates and seventeen supply ships up
river just when the ice went out in the
spring but this exploit did not interfere
with Saunders’ freedom of movement,

Not the least of the naval contribu-
tions to the success of the Quebec cam-
paign was the safe passage up the river
of all the British transports and supply
ships. This success, which enabled
Admiral Saunders to report from Pointe
Levis: “I got thus far, without any loss
or accident whatever”, was due to a
number of factors—good seamanship,
captured charts, the assistance of French
pilots who joined Admiral Durell at the

" Ile aux Coudres, under the impression

that he was leading a French fleet, and
to the navigational information obtained
by Durell’s squadron.

It has been claimed that the responsi-
bility for the compilation of this navi-
gational knowledge was entrusted to
James Cook, Master of the 60-gun Pem-
broke, and later Captain, R.N., and
world famous explorer. Durell arrived
at Coudres on 25th May and landed
troops. His ships then proceeded to
sound the river, check their charts and
replace the aids to navigation which
had been removed or washed away.
Cook says in his log: “8th June, the
boats of the fleet engaged sounding the
channel of the Traverse”, and again,
“June 11th, retired satisfied with being
acquainted with the channel”. The
Traverse is the notorious passage from
the North Shore of the St. Lawrence
at Cap Tourment to the South Shore
between Ile Madame and the eastern
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Science and the Navy

'SCATTER' RADIO AND

Powers Europe (SHAPE), received
control on May 22 of a new radio net-
work of advanced design which will
give the Supreme Commander instan-
taneous and reliable command com-
munications with his subordinate NATO
military headquarters at Naples and
Izmir (Smyrna), Turkey. The system
was put into official operation during a
ceremony at Naples.

SHAPE’s Chief Signal Officer, Major
General Victor A. Conrad, accepted the
new communications network from its
developers and put into operation a
system known as “Double Jump”’, which
links the Paris military NATO Head-
quarters with those of Naples and
Izmir. The unique system is based upon
the “ionoscatter” (Ionospheric Forward
Scatter) technique, or the principle of
reflecting very high frequency radio
waves off ion layers beyond the Earth’s
atmosphere. The system was worked
out and supervised by SHAPE Aid De-~
fence Technical Centre of the Dutch
defence research institute RVO-TNO,
The Hague, and was built by Page Com-~
munications Engineers Incorporated, of
Washington, D.C.

Dr. Nic Knudtzon, Communications
Group Chief of the Air Defence Tech-
nical Centre, explained that the iono-
scatter system works like a searchlight
beamed at a cloud, which reflects or
“scatters” a certain amount of diffused
light back to Earth. In the new iono-
scatter technique, when very high fre-
quency radio waves are beamed at a
prescribed point in the sky, some of the
waves are ‘“scattered” by the ionized
layer of the ionosphere back to a pre-
dictable area on the ground. At the point
of ground impact, highly  sensitive re-
ceiver equipment picks up the signal.

THE SUPREME Headquarters Allied

Such a system is ideal for this appli-
cation, where the NATO military head-
quarters are as much as 800 miles apart.
The system will provide almost unin-
terrupted service,

Reliable communications are essential
to the integrated defence of the NATQ
countries. The need for quick reaction
to aggression rendered it essential to

“have instant, dependable communica-
tions between the Supreme Headquar-
ters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE) at
Paris and the various NATO military
headquarters. DOUBLE JUMP links
Paris (SHAPE) with Naples (Allied
Forces, Southern Europe) and Izmir
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(Allied land Forces, South East). This
system is an advanced component of a
planned Europe-wide network.

These headquarters are separated by
approximately 800 miles. For direct
communication over such distances the
so called “ionoscatter” mode of propa-

Submariners Need
Special Qualities
The submariner of the future,
even more than the underwater
sailor of today, will need to have
iron mnerves, an even disposition
and great physical endurance.

This conclusion is to be drawn
from an address to the American
Psychiatric Association in Philg-
delphia by the medical officer of
the U.S. nuclear submarine Sea-
wolf, Dr. John E, Ebersole.

Because of the greater endur-
ance of muclear submarines, pat~
rols may be extended to 100 days
or more, as compared with the 40-
day patrols of the Second World
War.

As reported by “Science Ser-
vice”, Dr. Ebersole said the sub-
marine of the future will mot
merely be a destroyer of merchant
ships—it will be used to hunt and
sink enemy submarines. This will
mean hovering, perhaps for weeks,
at great depths, alertly listening
for the enemy. Since moise must
be avoided, most equipment will
be shut down or operating at low
power levels. This will include
air conditioning and air revitaliz-
ing equipment.

Sea mnoise may cause repeated
false alarms that the enemy is
near, the report continues. This
will cause stress for the crew in
addition to the effects of bad air,
fatigue, momotony and the ap-
prehension arising from living
close to a nuclear reactor. a

Dr. Ebersole said, however, that

- the officers and men of the Sea-
Wolf had stood up well during
their 60 days of continuous sub-
mergence, which began on August
7, 1958. The men were anxious
about their families, but handled
their worries well and showed no
falling off in the performance of
their duties.

RADAR

gation of very high frequencies has
proved to be particularly well suited
and reliable. The mechanism of iono-
scatter propagation can be visualized by
an analogy in which the transmitter is
replaced by a powerful searchlight
which shines upon a ‘“cloud” represent-
ing an ionized layer in the upper .at-
mosphere, and the receiver by an ob-
server beyond the horizon. The observer
can still detect the glow produced by
the light scattered from the “cloud”.
Because the ionized region where the
scattering takes place is always present,
a high degree of reliability is obtained.
The system has been designed for high
circuit availability. These features, to-
gether with the absence of numerous
frequency changes as experienced with
short wave communications, combine to
provide almost uninterrupted service.
The system will primarily carry tele-
printer circuits.

The ionoscatter system has cost ap-
proximately $4,250,000. The host coun-
tries have made the land available for
the stations. All the other costs of pro-
viding this system have been covered by
the United States.

Kach station has one building con-
taining the 'radio equipment, office,
maintenance workshop, store for spare
parts, staff room, etc.,, and one build-
ing for the diesel generators which start
automatically if the local power supply
fails.

The technical groups which will op-
erate and maintain the system are com-
posed of military personnel from the
host countries and the United States.
In addition to having been given formal
classroom training, they have assisted
with the installation, thereby acquiring
working knowledge of the equipment.—
NATO Letter.

RADAR CAN
SPOT ICBM

HE U.S. NAVY has announced an
T experimental new radar believed
capable of spanning thousands of miles
to spot a missile launching almost im-
mediately after blastoff.

It may double the warning time
allowed by present day surveillance
devices.

The importance of this disclosure is
attested to by the fact that it would



take only 30 minutes for an ICBM to
travel from Russia to the United States
and conventional radar allows just
15 minutes of warning {ime.

Known as High JFrequency Iono-
spheric Back Scatter Radar, the new
device has already detected Cape Can-
averal missile firings from an undis-
closed U.S. location.

I1 also has detected the Project Argus
nuclear blasts fired in the South Atlan-
tic as well as earlier, more powerful
atomic explosions in mid-Pacific at “in-
tercontinental ranges.” - Hence naval
authorities believe that it might offer a
method for detecting violations of nu-
clear test ban agreements,

The new radar overcomes the “line
of sight” limitations of present day
systems. Like television, conventional
radar is limited in range because the

Inertial Navigation
Anticipated in 1873

The principles of inertial navigation
—the latest scientific wonder—were
discussed nearly a hundred years ago
by an Irishman, according to a letter
addressed to Nature, the British scien-
tiic weekly, by D, Chilton, of the
Department of Astronomy and Geo-
physics, Science Museum, London.
The letter, published in January 3,
1959, issue of Nature, says:

The recent voyage of the subma-
rine Nautilus below the polar ice has
caused interest to be focused on the
subject of “inertial navigation'”. This
recalls to mind a communication which
was published in Nature (7,483; 1873).
A correspondent, Joseph John Murphy
of County. Antrim, discounted the idea

eS|

“IT SEEMS THAT A,B. JONES BROUGHT IT DOWN
WITH THE AFTER BOFORS, SIR"

waves travel in straight lines and can-
not “look’ beyond the horizon.

But the Ionospheric Back Scatter
radar bounces radio waves off the
ionosphere—the thick layer of charged
particles extending about 250 miles
above the eartl’s surface. When a
large rocket is fired, hot gases from its
exhaust also are ionized and reflect
radar waves back to the device’s oscillo-
scope in a distinctive pattern that dis-
closes the missile’s location.

that “the instinct of direction in
animals is the same kind as the
faculty by which men find their way"
and suggested instead a mechanical
analogy basically identical with “in-
ertial navigation”, namely:

“If a ball is freely suspended from
the roof of a railway carriage it will
receive a shock sufficient to move it,
when the carriage is set in motion:
and the magnitude and direction of
of the shock ., . . will depend on the
magnitude and direction of the force
with which the carriage begins to
move . . )" “. . . every change in , , .
the motion of the carriage . . . will
give a shock of corresponding magni-
tude and direction to the ball. Now,
it is conceivably quite possible, though
such delicacy of mechanism is not
to be hoped fFor (my italiecs. D.C)),
that a machine should be constructed
. . . for registering the magnitude and
direction of all these shocks, with the
time at which each occurred ... from
these data the position of the carriage
. might be calculated at any
moment."”

Murphy went on to detail the pos-
sible mechanism by reference to the
recording anemometers of his day,
and even suggested dial indication of
instantaneous distance and direction
from the starting point.

Dr. William J. Thaler, Office of Naval
Research, conceived the new method
and is in charge of the experiments
which make up “Project Tepee”., He
warned newsmen that the new radar
was still under experiement and that
it might be several years before it could
be developed into a finished surveillance
system,

At the present time, he added, it is
desirable to aim the device’s antenna
directly at the launching pads or nu-
clear bursts but he said he believes that
it will be possible to develop the prin-
ciple into a system capable of “scoping”
hundreds of thousands of square miles,

Concerning costs, Dr. Thaler said that
the equipment is relatively simple and
inexpensive. As to development ex-
pense, he reported that Project Tepee
was allowed $10,000 in 1957 but that
early experiments were so promising
ihe Navy allotted it $400,000 the fol-
lowing year. This year it has been
granted $1.5 million. .

Co-operating with the Navy on Pro-
ject Tepee are scientists from Yale and
Standford Universities. American Car

and Foundry Corporation is the only
industrial firm involved in the project.

—ATFPS.
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FEAR GOD AND DREAD NOUGHT

HE THIRD VOLUME of “Fear God
T and Dread Nought” brings to the
reader another book bursting with the
meaty, rich correspondence of Admiral
of the Fleet Lord Fisher of Kilverstone.

Through the medium of letters to and
from the greats and near greats of his
era, “Jackie” Fisher strides his flam-
boyant way through vindication, glory,
frustration, banishment and ultimate
illness and death, In this, the final vol-
ume of the trilogy, Arthur J. Marder
presents Admiral Fisher’s last years—
1914 to 1920.

Mr. Marder has once more produced
a skilful selection of the Admiral’s
letters and memoranda and he has pro-
vided sufficient background narrative to
set the scene for each section. But it is
Admiral Fisher who dominates the
pages and from his forceful, sometimes
discordant, words we achieve a magnifi-
cent view of a doughty, nearly inde-
structable warrior.

Admiral Fisher was a man of vision,
though history was not always to prove
his vision true. In the first volume, as
a junior officer, he was forecasting the
end of sail and the advent of oil-fired
turbines—an outlook ridiculed by my
lords of a nineteenth century Admiralty.
In the second, Fisher’s dream was the
Dreadnought and the large gun, and
much of the book portrayed the Ad-
miral’s relentless struggle to make it all
come to pass. - This, the third volume,
reveals the Admiral’s vision of the sub-
marine and aircraft as the weapon of
the future.

It was not easy to dismiss his fore-
casts. In 1910 he had predicted the
outbreak of war with Germany in the
autumn of 1914, A few months before
the war he warned that German U-
boats would attack seagoing commerce
—an evaluation soundly pooh-poohed
by Winston Churchill.

Admiral Fisher saw the war clearly.
He felt he knew exactly what was
needed to subdue Germany and he
worked to be ready. Years before the
conflict he had hand-picked the officer
who was to command the Grand Fleet
and had groomed him for his post. That
officer was Admiral Jellicoe.

To the fury of his enemies at home
and abroad, “Jackie” Fisher was more
often right than wrong.

“And so the great war had come at
last . . .” At Admiralty was Winston
Churchill as First Lord, and in the
wings, awaiting his recall, was Admiral
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of the Fleet, Lord Fisher, one time First
Sea Lord and in retirement since 1910.
England, suspicious of the German con-
nections of the incumbent First Sea
Lord, Prince Louis of Battenburg,
clamoured for Fisher’s return. The
country had not long to wait. In
October 1914 Prince Louis bowed to
public opinion and resigned. Fisher
was back!

As is chronicled in the book .
“Shortly after his appointment he
prayed at Westminster Abbey and was
heard to mutter as he left: ‘Re-
surrected! Resurrected! Resurrected!
Again!’”

The Royal Navy’s feeling were prob-
ably best expressed by Admiral Beatty,
commanding the Battle Cruiser Squad-
ron, who wrote: “Well! I think he is
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the best they could have done. ... He
still has fine zeal, energy and determi-
nation, coupled with low cunning, which
is eminently desirable just now.”

Throughout the section of this volume
which accounts for Fisher’s second ten-
ure of office as First Sea Lord, the
majority of the letters are to Admiral
Jellicoe—*“My beloved Jellicoe,” as
Fisher addressed him—and discuss the
Fisher views on the employment of the
Grand Fleet. The letters make it per-
fectly clear that Fisher was the puppet-
eer and Jellicoe the puppet.

Harboured in Scapa Flow aboard the
remote fastness of HMS Iron Duke,
Jellicoe played his part readily enough,
though the reader may wonder if the
Grand Fleet commander didn’t come to
view the Fisher envelopes with jaun-
diced eye!

This, too, was the period of Fisher’s
honeymoon with Winston Churchill.
Admiralty must have been a lively place
with the crusty old First Sea Lord and
the young, cherubic First Lord dwell-
ing within the same walls. But it was
a short marriage. They were, each in
their own way, too egotistical, too force-
ful, too powerful and intolerant of
personal criticism to hold together
harmoniously. Captain Thomas Crease,
Fisher’s Naval Assistant, recorded “the
deep personal irritation caused IFisher

by the First Lord’s methods of conduct-
ing business . . . the constant bombard-
ment of memoranda and minutes on
every conceivable subject . . . entirely
within the First Sea Lord’s province . . .
caused Lord Fisher’s resignation.”
Speaking of Churchill, Fisher once said,
“He out-argues me.” A feat that prob-
ably only a Churchill could accomplish!

The military campaign in the Dar-
danelles caused the final break between
the two men. Bitterly opposed to any
scheme that would rob the Grand Fleet
of ships or material, Fisher was not in
accord with Churchill’s brain child.
When, in his view, Churchill placed un-
warranted demands on the Fleet for
support of the campaign, “Jackie”
Fisher immediately resigned. To put
it literally, he walked off the job!

His resignation cannot have come as
too great a surprise to the Government
for he had held the threat of resignation
as a stick over the Government’s head
almost from the day he assumed office.
Fisher found it a good weapon for get-
ting his own way.

His resignation came during the May
1915 crisis of the government, and, con-
fident that reconstruction on coalition
lines was imminent, Fisher was sure
that he would be recalled and Churchill
forced to go.

In a blind belief that he was in-
dispensible -and the majority in the
cabinet on his side, Lord Fisher com-
mitted the great blunder of his life—a
blunder that was to prove fatal to his
future prospects. On May 19 he for-
warded a memorandum to the Prime
Minister dictating his own terms regard-
ing naval policy and personnel and
bluntly stating that he would stay on
only if the Prime Minister accepted his
terms unconditionally., The memoran-
dum was couched in the words of an
ultimatum and Asquith had no option
but to reject it and, with it, Lord Fisher.

The old Admiral was never to regain
a position of power in the land.

There is sadness in the final years.
He was relegated to a minor post of war
work as Chairman of the Board of In-
ventions—a debating society as Fisher
called it. The Battle of Jutland and
Jellicoe’s conduct of the Grand Fleet
distressed him, and that strong friend-
ship was to founder on the shoals of
politics and misunderstanding.

Fisher was living in the past now. He
could not forget that for many years he
had been the Prophet of the Royal Navy
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