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The Cover—Plotting the position of an “attacking warship”

and the hunted “enemy submarine” is PO Robert Chaimers, one

of the members of the Royal Canadian Navy’s mobile anti-sub-

marine training unit that brings ASW training to naval divisions

across Canada, (COND-4964)

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa,

LADY OF THE MONTH

When the Ottawa, Assiniboine and Sioux
visited Quebec ports in June, high school
students were heard to remark that, while
the Oftawa and Assiniboine, {two of Can-
ada’s streamlined anti-submarine destroyer
escorts, were fine-looking vessels, the Siowx
looked “morc like a warship”.

And she has a right to look like a warship.
After her transfer to the RCN in March
1944 she fought off the coast of Norway
and in the English Channel, engaging enemy
units in these and many other theatres of
operation. After the war she underwent
extensive modernization and became the-
first Canadian warship to be fitted with
bunks in place of hammocks.

Ten days after the Korean war broke
out, the Sioux was on her way to the Far
East and she served three tours of opera-
tion in the Korean conflict—one of the first.
RCN ships in Korean waters and the last
to leave.

On the opposite page, the Siowx is pic-
tured as she entered St. John'’s, Newfound-
land, last year. In the foreground is old
Fort Amherst on Signal Hill. (NFD-4227)

—

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Photographic Section, quot-
ing the negative number of the photograph,
giving the size and finish required, and en-
closing a money order for the full amount,
payable to the Receiver General of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the new National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10

6'%% x 8% glossy finish only ............ .40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish ,......... .50
11 x 14 matte finish only .............. 1.00
16 x 20 “ i 3.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE
The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 for
12 issues; outside of North Amer-
ica, $1.50. Orders, accompanied
by cheque or money order made
to the Receiver General of Can-
ada, should be sent to:
THE QUEEN’S PRINTER,
Department of Public Printing
and Stationery,
Ottawa, Ont.
Communications, other than those
relating to subscriptions, should
be addressed to:
EDITOR,
“The Crowsnest”
Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, Ont.
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‘Stars Ey Moon[ight

young Gunnery Officer, “Did
you see this article on ‘Sights Using
Moonlit Horizon’ in the ND Bulletin for
December? Guy’s wacky — any fool
knows they’re not worth wasting time
on . . . Yes, thanks, Flags — with
water.”

“Yes,” agreed Flags, “wacky. Pilot
has a pretty soft touch these days any-
way, what with Loran, Decca and all
the other gadgets . . . no more sights
in a few years.’

The Ancient Mariner stirred uneasily
in his deep chair before the fire, puffed

chELL, I'll be!” ejaculated the

on his pipe a little more vigorously, .

then reapplied himself to his contem-
plation of the wartime Navy List he
had unearthed.

“QOh! sir,” said Guns, apparently
noticing the Ancient Mariner for the
first time, “don’t you think stars by
moonlight are a lot of bunk? Oh! will
you have the other half, sir?”

“Thanks—no ice,” replied the AM,
knocking his pipe out.

“Y’know,” said the AM as he took the
proffered glass from Guns, “there’s
something awfully permanent about
stars; the best electronic gadgets in the
world may go on the fritz — but the
stars are there for keeps . . . Now, as
to stars by moonlight, well, I’ll tell you
a story.

“It was 1942 — October,” continued
the AM as he refilled his pipe. “I had
my own corvette, and had to be my own
navigating officer, too. ON 137 had had
the usual spot of bother—weather and
U-Boats—and one grey dawn, I found
myself the sole escort for the survivor-
filled rescue ship, the SS Bury, and
Heaven alone knew where the convoy
was! And it didn’t help to know that
I was in a very familiar condition—
getting short of fuel, and no replenish-
ment tanker in the convoy even sup-
posing I'd known where it was.”

The AM dragged thoughtfully on his
" pipe, “I well remember the cryptic sig-
nal from my senior officer in the St.
Croix,” he went on. “Poor chap was
lost the following year in the first
acoustic-torpedo attack of the war . .
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A true story of navigation
in the days of the
convoys
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‘IF IN COMPANY WITH BURY RE-
MAIN TO PRUDENT LIMIT ENDUR-
ANCE THEN PROCEED AZORES OR
ST. JOHN’S’.

“Bury’s DR and my own were little
better than guesstimates, what with
gales, scattered convoy, magnetic com-
passes, and no sights for days . ... We
stayed with Bury as long as we could,
and finally got him to within R/T ‘talk-
ing distance’ of the convoy—pure joss
that—then headed for where I hoped
lay St. John’s. It was then that my
rotund and perspiring Chief ERA puiffed
up to the bridge, his usually cheerful
countenance a mask of concern.”

The AM paused to relight his pipe.

“There had been a slight error in the
‘dips’ taken on the preceding two days
—can’t blame ’em, pretty heavy wea-
ther. We had quite a few tons less fuel
now than we thought we had . ..

“A check and double check failed to
produce even half a ton more, and a
simple calculation revealed the unpleas-
ant fact that, even if we were as far
to the westward as we hoped we were,
and even if the weather held, we’d end
up with dry tanks about a hundred
miles from St. John’s.

“There was only one thing for it—
ask for a tow. But where the devil
were we? I had no option but to pass
a rendezvous position based on our very
dubious DR.

stars.

“In the meantime, the Chief ERA
had organized bucket brigades, and the
dregs of the tanks were being baled
out with loving care and deposited in-
to a tank where best they could be
used.

“We pressed on to the westward at
economical speed, under leaden skies,
with visibility not better than two
miles. Then at last—two fuzzy and
fleeting sun sights during the afternoon.
These suggested that we were about 15
miles to the northward and a bit to the
westward of our DR. While it was en-
couraging to find that we might be
slightly to the westward, the sights had
been pretty shaky. It’s at times like
this that the Atlantic seems a very
large place . . . However, there was
nothing to do but trust the sights, head
for the rendezvous, and hope for some
But dusk came, and no break in
the sky although the fog cleared.

“Then suddenly at about 2200, the
moon burst forth, and stars appeared
fitfully between the scudding clouds.
In the few fleeting moments before they
were again obscured, I managed to get
Arcturus, Mizar and Polaris. They gave
me a cocked hat of about six miles, the
centre of which placed us about 20
miles to the nor’-westward of our DR,
and ‘only about 18 miles eastward
of our rendezvous position. This we
reached with fuel remaining for not
more than about three or four hours’
steaming.

“We stopped and lay there, the as-
dic team — sorry, sonar — straining for
any sound which might announce the
aproach of a U-Boat . .. Our only ra-
dar, an SW2C, was in its habitual con-
dition, U/S, as was our MF/DF. The
hours dragged on, and the time of ren-
dezvous approached . . . Then—distant
‘HEP’ Was it a U-Boat? . . . or could
it be . . .? Suddenly we were bathed
in moonlight again—and there were the
tug and escort steaming right for wus.
They’d found us on the button. They
had no radar, either.”

The AM contemplated his pink gin
for a long moment in the silence that
followed. “Yes,” he mused, “Stars by
moonlight . . . I like 'em.”—D.G.K.









rons and air groups at Shearwater and
in the Magnificent. In March, 1957, he
toock up insiructional duties in HMCS
Cape Breton, until recently apprentice
iraining ship at Halifax.

Manceuvring
Board Designed

A suggestion by Li. Allan C. Gorse-
line, has brought him a cash award and
a letter of commendation from Naval
Headquarters.

Li. Gorseline, a navigation specialist
now serving in Niobe, suggested an
idea for an iniernally illuminated
manceuvring board which has an ap-
plication in fleet work.

Li. Gorseline was serving in HMCS
Assiniboine when he hit on the idea
for his manceuvring board, and one
was produced in the ship. It has since
had considerable practical use made of
il during several NATO fleet exercises
in the Atlantic.

Li{. Gorseline was born in Schenec-
tady, N.Y., but was living in Colling-
wood, Ontario, when he entered the
navy in October 1940 as an ordinary
seaman.

He served during the Second World
War in HMCS Halifax (corvette) and
HMCS Uganda (cruiser) and ashore on
the East Coast and at HMCS St. Hya-
cinthe, wartime signal school at St.
Hyacinthe, P.Q. He transferred to the
regular force in May 1944.

Following the war he served ashore
on the East Coast and in the United
Kingdom, where he specialized in radar
plotting and in HMCS Magnificent (air-
craft carrier).

Promoted to commissioned rank in
March 1951, Lt. Gorseline has since
taken advanced courses in the United
Kingdom and has held appointments at
sea in the destroyer escorts Crescent
and Assiniboine and in the coastal
minesweepers Chaleur and Gaspe.

Senior Posis
Announced

Four senior officers of the Royal Can-
adian Navy take up new appointments
this fall.

Captain Robert W. Timbrell, who has
been executive officer of HMCS Shear-
water, RCN air station near Dartmouth,
N.S,, since February, 1957, was ap-
pointed Director of Undersea Warfare
on the staff of the Assistant Chief of
the Naval Staff (Air and Warfare) at
Naval Headquarters, effective Septem-
ber 18.

Succeeding Captain Timbrell on Sep-
tember 10 was Cdr. John P. T. Dawson,
who has been commanding officer of
HMCS Skeena (destroyer escort) since
the ship commissioned in March 1957.

Cdr, William M. Kidd took command
of the Skeena on August 20,

Cdr, Andrew 1L, Collier succeeded
Cdr, Kidd as executive officer of Ven-
ture on August 19.

Communicalions
Course Compleled

Five communicators successfully com-
pleted a Communicator Visual, Trade
Group I, course at HMC Communication
School, Cornwallis, on August 1,

The graduates of the 19-week course
were Ordinary Seamen R, B, Clarke,
S. R. Femia, R. P. Gilmore and G, W,
Snocks, and AB E. A. LeClair.

Cdr. E. J, Semmens, officer in charge
of the Communication School, pre~
sented a combination cigarette lighter
and case to Ord. Sea. Snooks, who led
the class throughout the course, All
graduates received certificates,

Captain M. H. Ellis
Retires from Navy

In pre-war days the Headmaster of
a Victoria Island private school, Instr,
Captain Martin H. Ellis, has retired
from the Royal Canadian Navy after
20 years’ service in the regular force
and reserve and in both the executive
and instructor branches. He proceeded
on retirement leave on August 26,

WEDDINGS

Lieutenant (E) Douglas H. Benn, Naval

Headquarters, to Miss Susan Christina
Moffatt,, of Ottawa.
Lieutenant Terrance Brennan, RCN(R),

Carleton, to Miss Claudette Belair, of East-
view, Ont,

Sub-Lieutenant Patrick D. Crofton, Niobe,
to Miss Patricia Judith, Mary Williams, of
Wargrave, Berks.,, England,

Leading Seaman Alvin R. Hoover, Mirima-
chi, to Miss Elizabeth-Ann McGrath, of Viec-
toria.

Ordinary Seaman Robert Kranstz, Corn-
wallis, to Miss Donna Vantassel, of Digby,
N.S.

Able Seaman Gerald A, Leacock, Stada-
cona, to Miss Beverly Anne Dauphinee, of
Dartmouth, N.S,

Able Seaman John B. Morris, Cayuga, to
Miss Carol Loraine Sheilds, of Victoria.

Sub-Lieutenant James G. Morrison, Oftawa,
to Miss Ruth Mary Cross, of Amhersthurg,
N.S.

Sub-Lieutenant Melville W, D. Rochleau,
Stadacona, to Miss Hilda Thorpe, of Victoria.

Lieutenant David A. Winter, Royal Military
College, to Miss Judith Merriam Wilson, of
Truro, N.S.

BIRTHS

To Commander J. R. Coulter, Assiniboine,
and Mrs. Coulter, a daughter,

To Leading Seaman W. T. Evans, Crescent,
and Mrs. Evans, a son.

To Instructor Lieutenant-Commander J. A.
Johnson, Stadacona, and Mrs. Johnson, a
daughter.

To Lieutenant-Commander (SB) Charles T.
McNair, Patriot, and Mrs, McNair, a daughter.

To Able Seaman Robert Polin, Margaree,
and Mrs. Poulin, a son.

Born in Exbury, Hampshire, England,
on October 15, 1900, Captain Ellis came
to Canada in April 1926.

He entered the Royal Canadian Naval
Volunteer Reserve (Supplementary Re-
serve) in 1938, at which time he was
headmaster of Breniwood College
School, near Victoria, He went on ac-
tive service as a lieuienant in October
1939 and served in patrol vessels on
the West Coast until May 1940 when
he was appointed o Stadacona, Halifax,
as a new eniry divisional officer.

The following January he went to
the United Kingdom for a specialized
anti-submarine course, on completion
of which he was appointed 1o the cor~
vette Collingwood as anti-submarine
officer for a convoy escort group.

Later he went ashore in Halifax as
anti-submarine sea training officer, then
became officer-in-charge of the Anti-
Submarine School, on the staff of Cap-
tain (D) Halifax. During this period
he was promoted to lieutenant-com-
mander.

In July 1943, he joined the frigate
Neme as group anti-submarine officer
of the escort group EG 6, transferring
nine months later to the frigate Waske-
siu. During the year in which he was
with EG 6, Captain Ellis experienced
two glider bomb attacks and was in-
volved, as group anti-submarine officer,
in two submarine sinkings.

Captain Ellis later served at head-
guarters and as officer-in-charge of the
anti-submarine school at Cornwallis.
In August 1945 he went to the naval
college at Royal Roads as instructor in
English and in January of the follow-
ing year transferred to the RCN.

After two years at Royal Roads, In-
structor Captain Ellis was appointed to
headquarters as Director of Naval Ed-
ucation.

In "August 1949 he went to the air-
craft carrier Magnificent as Senior In-
structional Officer, and remained there
until appointed to headguarters as Di-
rector of Naval Training in Decem-
ber 1950. ’

Captain Ellis was appointed to the
staff of the Assistant Chief of Naval
Intelligence in September 1954.

On September 1, 1956, he was ap-
pointed on attachment to the Joint Staff
as Military Adviser to the Canadian
Delegation on the UN Disarmament
Commission and held this post until
his retirement.

Air Commodore
Costello Retires

On the occasion of the retirement
July 11, of Air Commodore Martin Cos-
tello as AOC, Maritime Air Command,
Rear-Admiral H. F. Pullen, Flag Offi-
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of the system must possess a very high
standard of reliability.

“When Type 984 Radar was first
planned serious doubts were expressed
whether the valves and other compon-
ents would be sufficiently reliable for
them all to be kept in working order
at once. This equipment uses about
10,000 valves and 100,000 components,
to say nothing of a quarter of a million
soldered joints, with 275 slip rings to
the revolving structure.
am glad to say that this and other
similar systems are now being operated
and maintained at a very good standard
of over-all reliability, and this must
reflect the greatest credit on all in the

However, 1.

industry from top management to the
workers at the bench.

“There is, of course, a price to pay
for all such tremendous achievements
and the financial cost is probably the
greatest of these. I wonder if you
realize the difference in costs between
radio and electronic equipment in ships
of the 1938 era and those of the present
day. So staggering are these differences
that I will quote a few.

1938 1958
Frigate or £ £
Destroyer 4,000 120-150,000
Cruiser 20,000 500,000

Aircraft Carrier 12,000 over 1,000,000

“To this must be added, of course,
the huge expenditure on research and
development. The other price is that
complicated systems call for a higher
degree of skill and personal qualities
in our sailors than ever before. The
men concerned with equipment of this
sort need the ability to think quickly,
they need mental endurance and they
need sound judgment both in operat-
ing the equipment and maintaining it.

“I am very glad to say that we are
getting a sufficiently high standard of
recruits coming into the Navy to meet
this formidable but fascinating task,”
Admiral Mountbatten concluded.— (Ad-
miralty News Summary)

- -

o O N - s .

- On Throwing Pebbles into the Sea -

OR THOSE who wish to get away from it all, without

going so far as to preclude a rapid return to it all,
there is nothing quite so soothing as throwing stones from
the beach into the sea. Any beach on any sea will do, for
boulders from Bali, nodules from Nova Scotia, pebbles
from Panama, or stones from Stavanger will all fall into
their respective oceans with equally satisfactory results.
Many a man has taken his troubles to the strand and there
alleviated them by an hour or two of carefree throwing
and detached thinking, soothed by the unceasing whisper-
ing of the waves and refreshed by the wash of uncon-
taminated air from the uninhabited ocean.

Mind you, that is not to say that it is enough to just
start throwing chunks of rock into salt water; the
evolution must be correctly carried out, with the proper
atmoesphere and the proper respect for the mysteries. To
start with, there must be a reason for the operation, for
your purposeless thrower is a menace to society, a clut-
terer of the beach, and a waster of one of Nature’s most
bountiful gifts—the throwable pebbles of the world’s sea
shores. - The benefits of the clinic of the beach are not
thus to be squandered by meaningless meander-minded
morohs who have just time to kill.

The time of day must be considered, for hot noon and
clear thinking are ill-matched fellows. When the sun has
dipped from zenith to just above wavetop height and the
cool- breezes of evening are wafting, then is the time to
essay the medicine of pebble casting.

There should, ideally, be a floating target and your
experienced pebble caster will invariably be able to pro-
vide one from among the litter of cans and bottles left
on the beach by the untidy human race. The bobbing of
the target provides an extra element of difficulty, a soup-
con of competition, to add further spice to relaxation, and
to provide an upsurge of -the ego when a bull’s-eye is
scored.

The site of the casting must be chosen with care so
that an inexhaustible supply of ammunition is within reach
of the hands of a sitting devotee, who can then grab,
throw and think all at the same time without ever being
aware of what he is doing or even where he is.

A comfortable seat is a prime requisite, preferably
on a slight upslope, or on a dry rock or log if it is that

sort of a beach, where adjustments of position may be
made without prejudice to the accuracy of aim or the
continuity of thought.

It is a mark of the competent pebble thrower that a
smooth ballistic stream of missiles flows toward the target
with a regular concatenation of movement of hands and
arms without loss of time or train of thought in intervals
devoted to the gathering of ammunition. When turning
points in logical development, or steps in reasonable argu-
ment are reached, the ever changing, infinitely wvariable
assortment of the sea shore’s surface will provide points
of immediate interest to occupy the mind’s breathing
space.

There is fascination in the very stuff of the stones—
the colours, the glints, the patterns and textures and patina
of each pebble provide mute evidences of the incredible
age and vastness of our earth and the minuscule propor-
tions of our own human troubles and times. Here the
amateur geologist will find a treasure-trove of all he de-
sires in the way of specimens—igneous, sedimentary and
metamorphic, all under hand, waiting to be examined,
tossed in speculative contemplation, pocketed for collec~
tive retention, or flung, without a glance, into the engulfing
sea, to be further pounded and polished, ground, and
eroded by the inexorable forces driving the restless waves,
to be finally cast up again, perhaps to engage the attention
or muscle-power of a future seeker after peace of mind.
—G.A.D.
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The school is part of Naden and RCN
trainees including apprentices are bil-
letted in Nelles Block. )

The Naval Technical School is the
first attempt in the RCN to provide
combined technical training. It is one
more step toward the concept of util-
ization of common facilities whenever
possible,

ATLANTIC COMMAND

HMCS Restigouche

Recently, the Restigouche completed
an operational visit to the USN sub-
marine base at New London, Conn. The
time alongside was only too short but
it did afford time for the usual visits
to the ship’s service store for the sou-
venir and gift hunters and an oppor-
tunity to enjoy the wonderful American
"hospitality.

The USN authorities were most im-
pressed with the general lay-out, equip-
ment and capabilities of the new ship,
and were lavish in adjectives in de-
scribing her smartness and clean-cut
design. While proceeding up harbour
to the submarine base the ship’s com-
pany had a splendid view of the latest
nuclear - powered submarine, Triton,
which was on the slips of the builders,
the Electric Boat Company, and ready
for launching. The immense size of
this boat brought the realization of how
big a task one faces in an anti-sub-
marine navy.

On leaving New London an anti-air-
craft shoot was carried out and it was
rewarding to see the drogue brought
down on the second burst from the
3-inch 70.

i  During a few days in Halifax the
ship was visited by the assistant editor
of the magazine Popular Mechanics who
had heard in Chicago that “the Cana-
dians had the hottest thing in anti-sub-
marine ships” so had obtained permis-
sion to write an article. An increase
in sales of the magazine can be ex-
pected shortly!

The ship’s company was looking for-
ward to the more extensive cruise in
the Caribbean area, involving further
trials and evaluations of new equip-
ment and systems, following which the
ship will join her squadron for opera-
tional service.

Leadership School

Friday, August 22, saw the departure
of the sixth and final class of UNTD
cadets on successful conclusion of the
summer cadet training program in the
Leadership School at Cornwallis.

From early May through August 209
UNTD cadets in six classes completed
their two-week divisional course in the
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school, as required by their first year
syllabus. This is the first year the
UNTDs have been trained in Cornwal-
lis, the divisional course bheing previ-
ously offered in Stadacona. However,
it was felt that this type of training
could be better carried out in ‘The
cradle of the Navy’” where divisional
work is such a prominent feature.

The experiment has undoubtedly
proved to be an outstanding success,
if the opinion of the cadets can be used
as a yardstick., Their comments on
completion of the course were without
exception favourable. The chief attrac-
tions were the atmosphere of training
which pervades Cornwallis and the ab-
sence of outside distractions.

In addition to the reserve program,
a three-week divisional course was

held in August for preparatory year

ROTP cadets. After completing a
two - week course in seamanship at
Cornwallis, followed by two weeks

practical application at sea in the Buck-
ingham, 27 of the young men returned
to Cornwallis and the Leadership School
to complete their first year of summer
training. The course included instruc-
tion in leadership, divisional work,
parade training, general naval knowl-
edge, and physical training.

August also saw several changes in
staff. Lt.~-Cdr. J. F. Mackintosh, re-
turned from Cardiff, Wales, where he
has been managing the Canadian box-
ing entry to the Empire and Common-
wealth Games.

Lt. L.. Forrest, who had been acting
as course officer for cadets during the

SEA CADET SUMMER

HE END of the summer holidays,

1958, will be remembered by some

4,000 young men of the Royal Can-

adian Sea Cadets from all over Canada

as marking the conclusion of the most

flourishing training season they have
ever experienced.

On both coasts and in other parts
of the land and at sea the lads who
wear the mnavy uniform with the
RCSCC tally on their caps participated
in a variety of events and received
sound and interesting training.

Described by TCA officials as the
largest airlift ever undertaken by a
commercial airlift in Canada, 2,000
cadets were flown from Ontario and
Quebec to HMCS Acadia, Sydney, N.S.,
their training camp on the East Coast,
for two months of naval life. Acadia,
commanded by Lt.-Cdr. D. S. Menzies,
RCN, and staffed by RCN and RCSCC
officers, provided the youngsters with
a curriculum of basic naval training
leavened with a solid program of sports
and recreation.

On the West Coast, 1,000 Sea Cadets
flocked to HMCS Quadra, Comox, B.C,,
where a similar program was given
under the command of Lt.-Cdr. D. H.
Tye, RCN.

In addition to the general training
scheme, 452 cadets received a seven-
week trades training course during
which they could actually qualify to
RCN standards in various naval trades.

Sea cruises gave 236 Sea Cadets an
exciting opportunity to learn and train
with the fleet. Sailing from both coasts
in such ships as the Omntario, Algon-
quin and Wallaceburg, the cadets voy-
aged to Hudson Straits in the Atlantic

- and to Hawaii, Fiji, Australia and New

Zealand in the Pacific. Sea Cadets

from Toronto and Niagara Peninsula
area joined with new entry seamen of
the RCN(R) on many of the Great
Lakes cruises in the Sault Ste. Marie
and Portage, where they visited Am-
erican and Canadian lake ports.

Two bands of the RCSCC received
special training and participated in
naval command functions and cere-
monies. The RCSCC New Waterford
band from New Waterford, N.S., spent
the summer at HMCS Stadacona, while
the band of RCSCC John Travis Corn-
well, VC, Winnipeg, trained for two
months at Hamilton, where they per-
formed at COND and Great Lakes
Training ceremonies.

The visit of HRH the Princess Mar-
garet saw hundreds of Sea Cadets turn~
ing out to line the streets along the
royal way, and on August 10, at Hali-
fax, Princess Margaret presented the
Duke of Edinburgh Trophy to the rifle
team from RCSCC Westmount, Syd-
ney, N.S.

Another ceremony to which sea cadets
were invited was the commissioning of
HMCS Restigouche at Canadian Vick-
ers, Montreal. Six cadets from RCSCC
Restigouche, Campbellton, N.B., travel-
led to Montreal to join with cadets
from the Montreal area in witnessing
the commissioning.

The whole Sea Cadet training pro-
gram was co-ordinated by the Com-~
manding Officer Naval Divisions and was
under the direction of Cdr. G.J. Manson,
command sea cadet officer. In describ-
ing 1958 as “the biggest year, yet,”
Cdr. Manson paid tribute to all .the
officers and men of both the Navy and
the Sea Cadets who worked to make
the effort and the accomplishment so
successful. ‘



summer months left to take up his
appointment in HMCS Resolute.

PO G, A. Broster assumed the duties
of course instructor for peity officers’
classes and PO G. T. Wallace relieved
CPO H. Dowle as officers’ class and
gunnery instructor, P.R.H,

HMCS Cornwallis

August 10, 1958, is a day long to be
remembered by all members of HMCS
Cornwallis. Her Royal Highness the
Princess Margaret arrived in Cornwal-
lis from a reception in Digby in the
evening of the 9th and stayed overnight
in her royal carriage on the siding in
Cornwallis.

On Sunday morning Her Royal High-
ness took a motor tour around the base.
A special thrill for the children oc-
curred when the Princess waved to a
group of Brownies lining the edge of
the parade square.

At 1100 Her Royal Highness left
Cornwallis to continue her tour through
Nova Scotia before flying back 1o Eng-
land.

HMC Electrical School

CPO D, M. Bishop led those qualify-
ing for promotion to chief petty officer,
first class, in an electrical technician
qualifying class completing in June at
the Electrical School. PO H. B. Grant,
also in the trade group four course,
qualified for promotion to CPO, sec-
ond class. In a similar class for radio
technicians, CPO J. F. Dykes won top
honours for those trying for CPO 1st
class and PO J. E. Riva had best marks
for those advancing to C2.

Classes for radio technicians (air)
were also completed in June, nine men
qualifying as P2RA4 with PO W. J.
McDermott obtaining highest marks. At
the trade group two level, AB A. H.
Neil headed a class of four.

In May, PO C. L. Fauleaux led ecight
EA4 graduates and PO F. M. Taylor
had highest marks of five men quali-
fying as detection specialists. PO E. R.
Porter topped three other graduating
fitters and PO R. B. Norris became a
fire control specialist.

At the trade group II-IIT level, AB
B. C. Loughman was first of five fire
control grads, AB W. L. Wavryk headed
eight other detection specialists and AB
A. R. Martin was head of a fitter course.

NAVAL DIVISIONS
HMCS Hunter

Windsor’s chief inter - service social
event of the year, the annual Armistice
Day dinner and dance on November 7
will have as its host this year HMCS
Hunter, the Windsor naval division and

the division has been furtiher honoured
by having CPO Keri Lewis, RCN(R),
appointed as chairman, The appoint-
ment was made by the entire district
garrison, which includes units in Wind-
sor, Chatham, and Deiroil, Michigan.
In previous years the chair has been
occupied by regimental sergeant majors.

Participating units are Hunter, the
Tssex and Kent Scottish, the Windsor
Regiment, RCEMEs, Windsor, and
RCAF, Windsor, with representation
from the National Guard, Detroit. Com-
manding officers of Provost, the Lon-
don naval division, and Star, IHamillon,
have been invited to attend, along with
the commanders of the units mentioned.
Non~commissioned officers of all the
units will be present, as will a num-
ber of retired officers, headed by Rear-
Admiral Walter Hose.

Because of the expected attendance
figure 600, the dinner and dance will
be held in the Caboto Hall, Windsor,

The host committee includes CPO
Lewis, Petly Officers Cyril Hranka and
E. W. J. Griffith and two senior NCOs
representiing the Army and RCAF.

HMCS Tecumseh

On the evening of September 5, a
dinner was held in the drill deck at
Tecumseh, the Calgary naval division,
in honour of CPO V. Dovey on his re-
tirement from the Royal Canadian
Navy.

At the conclusion of the dinner a
presentation was made by CPO Wil-
liam Hibbert, mess president to CPO
Dovey of a gold watch on behalf of
the officers, ship’s staff and members
of the chief and petty officers’ mess.

After the presentation Cdr. G. K.
Whynot spoke his appreciation of the
efficient way in which CPO Dovey had
carried out his duties during his term
of service in Tecumseh. CPO Dovey
replied.

HMCS York

An impressive change of command
ceremony took place at HMCS York,
Toronto naval division, on Wednesday,
July 2, when Captain John Goodchild
took over command from Captain
Leonard D. Stupart.

Members of the ships’ company were
drawn up as for ceremonial divisions on
the drill deck and were inspecied by
Captain Stupart, This was followed by
a march past with York’s band leading
and Captain Stupart taking the salute.
The retiring captain expressed his
thanks for the support he had received
from the ships company and said that
he would be looking forward to return-
ing as a visitor. Captain Goodchild was
then given command and he expressed
regret that Captain Stupart had found
it necessary to retire. Captain Good-
child also said his main aim for the ship
was that improvement be continued
until HMCS York was the best naval
division in Canada,

Captain Goodchild has spent his
entire naval career in the Supply
Branch, With few exceptions, com-

manding officers have in the past been
appointed from the executive branch of
the Navy.

Captain Stupart was York’s com-
manding officer from July 8, 1955, and
while in command the ship won the top
honours with Winnipeg in 1956 as the
most efficient naval division in Canada,
and was runner-up in 1957 and 1958.
The Efficiency Trophy is awarded each
year to one of the 21 naval divisions
across the country.

Captain Stupart joined the RCNVR in
1940 and was transferred immediately
for service with the Royal Navy, serv-
ing in the anti-aircraft guard for mer-
chant shipping until January 1941. He
was then appointed first lieutenant of
HMS Hollyhock, a “Flower” class cor-
vette and was later in command of an
LST.

Captain Goodchild joined the RCNVR
in April 1941 as a probationary writer
in Ottawa and after taking a writer’s
course was commissioned in 1942. He
had several appointments and was sup-
ply officer of HMCS Montreal (frigate)
when war ended.

While on the retired list of the Navy,
he obtained a law degree and is now a
practising lawyer and a partner of a
legal firm in Toronto. Captain Good-
child rejoined the Navy as a reservist in
1951, was appointed a Reserve supply
officer at York in 1952 and was pro-
moted to commander in 1954. His
present promotion to captain came as
he took command of York.

Page twenty-one






WHY HITLER CALLED OFF INVASION

HERE WERE {wo main factors that
Tcaused the Germans in 1940 to
abandon Operation Sealion, the planned
invasion of Britain, and neither of these
was the Royal Air Force. That is the
thesis offered in “The Silent Victory”, by
Duncan Grinnel-Milne, A former RAF
officer, Grinnel-Milne devotes himself,
in this book, to shooting down a high-
flying sacred cow which, according to
his line of argument, was inflated out
of all proportion.

The first and foremost factor, says
the author, was the Royal Navy, The
second was the stubborn determination
of the British people.

Drawing heavily from the German
naval archives, Mr. Grinnel-Milne des-
cribes in some details the plans and
build-up for Operation Sealion. Made
giddy by the success of the campaigns,
from Warsaw through to Paris, the
German High Command, in general, at
first looked on invasion of Britain as an
easy operation. But as the glow of
victory began to wear off and the naval
staff {ook a more studied look at the
situation, the prospects did not look so
promising.

A prerequisite was control of the
stretch of the English Channel across
which it was planned to mount and sup-
port the attack. The Luftwaffe by
weight of numbers, had established
sufficient superiority over the RAF to
assure reasonable control of the air
above, but some way had to be found
to prevent the Royal Navy’s surface
forces from falling on and annihilating
the invasion force’s transports and
barges. Germany did not have the
ships for the job, so it was decided to
rely on coastal batteries of heavy guns
and thick minefields on either flank,
But the big guns proved relatively in-
effectual and mine barriers were uncer-
tain shields, to say the least.

The position of Grand-Admiral
Raeder, Commander-in-Chief of the
German Navy, was most difficult. On
the one hand he had to obey orders and
see that the navy carried out its as-
signed share of the Sealion prepara-
tions; on the other hand, convinced the
venture could only end in disaster, he
somehow had to persuade Hitler at least
to postpone it.

It was Raeder’s hope, and Goering’s’
promise, that a cross-channel attack
would become unnecessary. Harking
back to Warsaw and Rotterdam, they

BOOKS for the
SAILOR

foresaw the concenirated night bomb-
ing raids on London, and other cities,
bringing a disintegration of the British
will to resist and a public oulcry for a
quick surrender. Instead of an invastion
force, the Sealion transports would take
to Britain a victorious occupation army,
But British morale did not break, and
while the people on the home {front
grimly stuck it out, the Royal Navy not
only stood guard in the narrow seas, but
boldly struck at the invasion ports.
S-Day was set for September 20-21,
On September 14, Hitler ordered a post-
ponement, with the 27th the indicated
date. On the 17th he postponed Sealion
indefinitely, and on Octiober 11 Hitler
called off the invasion plan—R.C.H.

THE SILENT VICTORY, by Duncan Grin-
nel-Milne; British Book Service (Canada)
Ltd., Kingswood House, 1068 Broadview Ave,,
Toronto 6; 206 pages; price $4.50.

DUEL AT SEA
150 YEARS AGO

HAT TENSE STORY of a duel be-

tween a destroyer and a U-boat,
“The Enemy Below,” by D. A. Rayner
has been followed by another suspense-
filled yarn of the sea by the same
author, almost a sequel except that it
concerns a single-ship action 150 years
ago.

“The Long Fight” is based on an his-
torical happening—the meeting of two
desperate enemies in the Indian Ocean
in the year 1808. The antagonists were
the British frigate San Fiorenzo, old,
storm-damaged and undermanned by
reason of sickness, and the French fri-
gate Piemontaise, which should have
been able to outsail the British ship,
but which had been too long at sea and
had become sluggish and hard to
manage.

The San Fiorenzo was custodian of
three India merchantmen, homeward
bound for England. On the raider
Piemontaise rested the hopes of the
starving colony of Mauritius (then
known as Ile de France).

The enemies met off the coast of
Ceylon, just as the Piemontaise thought
she had three unprotected merchantmen
within her grasp. The sails of the San
Fiorenzo appeared on the horizon and
the stage was sel for a bilter fight that
went on day and night for three days.
In the end, the ingenuily of the British
captain and his men’s stubborn will {o
win decided the fight, at heavy cost.

Diagrams and descriptive passages
present a detailed study of the man-
ceuvres and decisions involved in a
single~ship action in the days of sail.
—C.

THE LONG FIGHT, by D. A, Rayner; pub-
lished in Canada by Collins, 10 Dyas Road,
Don Mills, Ont,; 256 pages; $3.00,

SHARKS AND
LITTLE FISH

NE OF THE MAIN {features which
O elevates Wolfgang Ott’'s novel
“Sharks and Little Fish”, above many
other novels written about U-boats and
the war at sea generally, is the authen-
tic transference of the author’s reactions
to submarine warfare, as it affected
U-boat crews, to the pages of this, his
first book.

It is written in part with a pen which
casts many blots of wvulgarity on its
pages. Instead of detracting from the
basic material, however, this style is
appropriate to a book which has one
main object—to describe the innermost
feelings of a section of humanity rubbed
raw by doubt, fear and the ever-present
image of death. While it will undoubt-
edly have a special appeal to those in-
terested in the submarine phases of
naval warfare, because its conception
and style alone are refreshing, if
brutally frank at times, every reader
will find much to interest him within
its pages. )

Author Ott was barely 17 when he
was called into the naval service. He
served, initially, as a seaman on a
minesweeper and, later, as an officer in
a submarine. It is this background
which he inscribes on the pages of his
novel, in which the central character,
Teichmann, relives the experiences
which, it is presumed, the author him-
self experienced and which he so dra-
matically describes.
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The track triumph was a feather in
the cap of the new sports officer of the
school, Lt. (L) Pat Barnholiée, who ap-
pears to be easily following in the wake
of his predecessor, Lt. (L) John Allan.

Supply Depot
Ladies Top League

Naval Supply Depot took first place
in the Tri- Service Ladies’ Softball
League when it triumphed 17-6 over
RCASC in Halifax. Previously the de-
pot had been running neck and neck
with Beaverbank for the top slot.

Navy Softball
Team in Finals

In the Big Six Softball League at
Regina, Navy and Telephones swept the
field in the best-of-three semi-finals to
meet in the best-of-five finals.

Wren’s Defeat
Army Team

Stadacona Wrens scraped out an 18-
17 victory over Eastern Command Army
in the Tri-Service Ladies’ Softball
League in July.

The Wrens out-hit their rivals 28-25.

Player Picks Up
‘Pianola’ Hand

During July, while the Algonquin
was visiting Canadian gulf ports, con-
siderable off-watch time was devoted
by the ship’s bridge enthusiasts to
improving their game.

For one such rubber, PO D. J. Dunn
and PO R. P. Campbell paired off
against PO C. L. Walker and PO G. H. -
Rushton for a game that resulted in
a memorable experience for Dunn
when he held a hand that gave him
no trouble at all in bidding and mak-
ing seven spades.

A layout of the hand, dealt by
Walker, follows:

RUSHTON
(no points)
DUNN
S: AKQloxxx
H: KXx
D: x
C: AKQ

WALKER
S:xx
H: xxxx
D: KQxx
' C: Jxx

PO Walker opened with a pass,
- Campbell followed with one heart,

Rushton passed and Dunn, following

the Blackwood convention, bid four-

no-trump. Again Walker passed,

Campbell answered with five hearts.

Rushton passed and Dunn closed the

bidding with seven spades. The stage

was set.
Walker led a diamond and Dunn laid
down his cards—a perfect hand.
(Kibitizer’s voice in the background:

“I.ook here, Petty Officer Dunn, if you

had stayed in no trump you could have

picked up another ten points.”)

CAMPBELL
S: ITxx

H: AQJ
D: AJxx
C:xxXx
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Army Downs Navy
For Softball Tiile

In softball Army Headquarters, B.C.
Area, defeated Naden Wardroom 4-3
to capture the “coveted’ Bucket Trophy.

The Army also took top honors at
the Tri-Service Track and Field Meet
held at Chilliwack, B.C. Air Force
placed second and Navy trailed the
field.

Ordnance Team
Represents Naden

Naden will be represented in the
Pacific Command Softball Champion-
ships by the Ordnance School. Ord-
nance topped a field of 11 teams in
three weeks of play to win the honour.
In addition they won the monthly
Make and Mend for August with 24
points.

16 YEARS ON BOTTOM
SUB RAISED AT MALTA

IXTEEN YEARS after she was sunk
in an air raid in Lazaretto Creek,
Malta, IIM Submarine P36 has been
brought to the surface. The work of
raising her 650-ton hull, which lay on
a narrow shelf between 70 and 80 feet
beneath the surface, has been under the
supervision of P. F. Flett, OBE, Senior
Salvage Officer in Malta, who was re-
sponsible for clearing the wrecks left
by the Egyptians in the Port Said ap-
proaches of the Suez Canal in 1956.
The possibility of salvaging the P36
was investigated soon after her loss in
April 1942 but it was then realized that
this would be a full-scale operation,
which was impossible at that time. For
many years afterwards her position was
marked by a faint slick of diesel oil
escaping from her fuel tanks and an
occasional stream of air bubbles.

The raising of the submarine has
been accomplished with the aid of spe-
cial lifting craft, which normally use
the ebb and flow of the tide to assist
their task. With the absence of any
tidal movement in the Mediterranean,
however, the lift of the P36 was brought
about by the taking on and discharge
of ballast by the two craft.

Work started at the beginning of July
with the wreck slung in a cradle of
heavy wires between two lifting craft
and by  the end of that month nineteen
separate lifts had been undertaken in
the course of the operation. She is now
on the surface.

It was in January 1942 that the P36
joined the 10th Submarine Flotilla, a
month or so after her completion at
Vickers Armstrongs Ltd.,, Barrow-in-
Furness. TUnder the command of Lit.
H. N. Edmonds, RN, she carried out
patrols during January, February and
March. On one of these she damaged
an Ifalian destroyer, one of several es-
corting two cruisers south of the Mes-
sina Straits. In the subsequent coun-
ter-attack, the company of the P36

counted 225 depth chargés exploding
around her. On April 1, 1942, she was
lying at her berth close to the Lazar-
etto, during one of the heavy air raids
of that time, when a bomb falling near-
by holed her ballast tanks and hull in
many places. As the crew had been
ordered to take shelter ashore there
were fortunately no casualties.

Every effort was made to try to keep
her afloat and wires were even passed
to the piers of the Lazaretto arches to
stop her from heeling over, but they
had to be cut when it was seen that
the weight of the submarine would
cause the arches to collapse. It was
then that the P36’s commanding officer,
Lt. Edmonds, was heard to say that it
was bad enough losing one submarine
without being sued for destroying an
ancient monument as well. Shortly
after the wires were removed the P36
rolled over and sank.—Admiralty News
Summary.

Sailors Stand Fast
Despite Hot Buzz

Naval discipline was sorely tried
during the royal ceremonies at Dig-
by during the visit of Her Royal High-
ness the Princess Margaret but the
stalwart sons of the “silent service”
upheld their old tradition, the Hali-
fax Chronicle-Herald reported on Aug-
ust 11.

‘“When Princess Margaret planted a
tree at the Admiral Digby well, a
detachment of sailors from HMCS
Cornwallis was set to ring the area,”
the story continued. .

“Suddenly a situation for which
their training had not prepared them
occurred. But in spite of what must
have been extreme consternation, dis-
cipline was maintained and only a
wild waving of a few heads betrayed
the urge to get as far away as
possible.

“What happened? Some of the sail-
ors had stepped into a bees’ nest —
and the bees didn't like it a bit,
buzzing angrily about to prove their
displeasure.”




Letters 1o the Editor

BATTLESHIP MYSTERY

Dear Sir:

Since I have been a regular sub-
scriber to The Crowsnest for some years
I have had the pleasure of reading many
articles on naval questions, for which I
thank you. The item which has caused
this letter is Naval Lore Corner No. 54
in the issue for December 1957,

First, about the German “Fiedrich der
Grosse” Class, a peculiar feature was
that they were to have Deen diesel
driven, the biggest ships ever to have
been consiructed in that way. They
were to have 12 MAN—9-cylinder
double-acting motors, totally developing
165,000 SHP. That means that the
Germans must have done some very fine
research in the field, since I have found
no warships bigger than a frigate of
about 1,500 tons diesel driven in any
other navy (except for auxiliaries),
They were planned to have quite a
large radius of action, about 16,000
nautical miles at 19 knots, compared
with 9,000 miles at 20 knots for the U.S.
Towa class. One other interesting thing
about those ships are their names. Ac-
cording to Mr. Erich Groener’s book
“Die Schiffe der Deutschen Xriegs,-
marine and Luftwaffe 1939-45”, the
names Grossdeutschland and Friedrich
der Gross were only imaginary. It
would be interesting to hear your opin-
ion about the question.

Now to another country, Russia.
Some years ago in 1952-1954, there were
a lot of articles in many newspapers,
both in Sweden and other European
countries, about Russian battleship con-
struction. Below you will find a list of
data, compiled from different sources
about those “presumed Dreadnoughts”.

(1) Sowvietskaya Bjelorussia: Built at
Nikolajev, 52,500 tons; dimensions 275 x
370 x 11.0 meters; speed 30 knots at
165,000 SHP; guns (in millimetres,
6-406; 20-130 DP; 65-45 AA or 435 AA;
three planes with one catapult; two
rocket launchers were also said to be in-
cluded in the armament; armour (in
MM) Deck 170, waterline 400, big gun
barrels 365, CT 390 mm.

(2) Sovietskij Soyul, Strana Sov-
ietov: Both built at Leningrad, and
Sovietskaya Bjelorussia, Sovietskaya
Ukraina, (both at Nikolajco); 42,000~
45,000 tons; Dim 785 x 115 x 36 feet;
364,000 SHP (that figure must be wrong,
164,000 SHP seems more probable);
guns (in MM): 6 or 9-406; 24-130 DP;
24-45 AA; 40-37 AA or 20 AA; 6-533
tubes (submerged); some of these ships

said to have big rocket launchers in-
stead of “B” turret; armour: (in MM);
Deck H, waterline 457-280 MM.

(3) Sovietskij Soyuz (ex-Tiretij In-
ternational), Stalinskaya Konstituija,
Strana Sowvietov (all three at Lenin-
grad); Sovietskaya Bjelorussie and
Krasnaya Besarabia (lwo at Nikolaiev).
This group of ships is credited with two
groups of data:

1s1—35,000 tons; dim, 85914 x 13114 x
323% {feet; no information aboutl speed
and SHP is available; guns: (in MM)
6 Or 9-406; 20-130 DP; unknown
number of 45 AA or 37 AA.

NIOBE’S FIRST
RECRUIT DIES

Dear Sir:

It is with regret that I advise you
of the death of my father, Charles R.
Hall, veteran of the Royal Navy and
of the Royal Canadian Navy. His death
occurred in Richmond, California, on
the 19th of July, at the age of 89 years.

I have in a previous letter given you
an outline of his services in both navies,
and in the Royal Canadian Navy he was
among the first to offer his services
when it was formed in 1910. He was
the first man to join the old cruiser
Niobe on the 26th day of July 1910, ex-
actly 48 years ago. At the time he
oflered his services the ship had been
placed in drydock and was in the hands
of the dockyard workers. His first duty
was to recruit the ship’s company.

Dad joined the Royal Navy on the
31st day of December 1884, and on the
6th of January 1885 was posted to the
old {raining ship Boscawan. He was
retired on pension on February 14, 1909.

After the arrival of the Niobe at Hali-
fax, N.S., he joined the newly estab-
lished Royal Naval College of Canada,
which opened in January 1911, remain-
ing on the staff until it closed down in
1922 at Esquimalt, B.C.

Since 1925 he has been residing in
California, and his funeral was con-
ducted under the auspices of the Mas-
onic Order, of which he had been a
member for 56 years.

The above information may be of in-
terest to other old timers of the Navy,
who may remember my father,

Yours truly,
] FRANK HALL
255 Arnot Ave,,
Victoria, B.C.

2nd—35,000-37,000 tons; dim. 7923 x
119 x 2914 feel; 264,000 SHP; no in-
formation about speed given; guns (in
MM): 6 or 9-381 or 406, 12-130; 12-100
AA; 65-45 AA; no information abnut
armour,

In addition 1o all data mentioned
above I can refer to following quota-
tion from an article, which appeared in
the “Sveriges Flotta’;

When Nikolaiev was occupied by the
German TForces in 1942, they found one
battleship and one heavy cruiser on the
building slips. The battleship was com-
pleted (up to the launching stage) by
the Germans and subsequently launched
late in 1943. Shortly afterwards it was
towed to Varna in Bulgaria, where it re-
mained in an incomplete status until it
was blown up by the Germans when
they were forced to withdraw their
troops in September 1944, Displacement
is given as 45,000 or 48,000 tons with
12-16 inch guns in four triple turrets
as main armament.

As you can imagine it is very difficult
to find out what is correct among such
controversial data. No doubt, at least
two battleships have existed in incom-
plete state. My own opinion is that,
apart from the ship, taken over by the
Germans in Nikolajev (and given the
name Sovietskaya, Ukraina) at least one
ship was completed up to launching
stage in Leningrad. It could have been
destroyed during the German siege in
1941-42, The other units mentioned were
either never laid down or scrapped
while under construction. I am awaiting
your reply with greatl interest and re-
main.

Yours faithfully,

LENNART OHLSSON.

P.S. If you can put me in contact with
people interested in naval affairs, I
should be most grateful.

P.O. Box No, 424
Gevle 1
Sweden

PHILATELIST

Dear Sir:

I would appreciate it very much if
vou would be kind enough to publish in
The Crowsnest that I would like to con-
tact your readers who are stamp col-
lectors—especially those who are inter-
ested in collecting Canadian military
cancellations frem RCN ships, RCAF
stations, CAPOs, CFPOs, etc.

Yours very truly,
H. FENIGSTEIN, MD

301A Markham Street,
Toronto 3, Ontario.

:
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