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LADY OF THE MONTH

About the time the Cape Breton high-
lands are at their autumn loveliest, a new
destroyer escort was commissioned into the
Royal Canadian Navy. She is HMCS
Margaree, bearer of the name of a famous
Cape Breton salmon stream, and a ship
whose name is also a memorial to a des-
troyer tragically lost after only a few days’
service with the RCN in Second World War,

With the commissioning of the Margaree
the half-way point was reached in the RCN’s
current destroyer escort building program.
She is a product of Halifax Shipyards,
which also built her sister ship, the
Saguenay.

Although constructed in Halifax and
commissioned there, the Margaree is des-
tined to serve on the West Coast—an area
that also makes some claims to being sal-
mon country,

The origin of the name “Margaree” is
disputed, but the possibility that it is a
variant of “Marguerite” is followed in the
ship’s badge which has as its central design
a daisy or marguerite., (DNS-19224)

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Photographic Section, quot-
ing the negative number of the photograph,
giving the size and finish required, and en-
closing a money order for the full amount,
payable to the Receiver General of Canada.
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The Cover—Ottawa gave Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and
His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh a joyous and affection-
ate welcome at mid-October. The cover picture was taken just
after Her Majesty had read the Speech from the Throne at the

opening of Parliament. (O-10065)
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vals along the beaches to warn in-
landers who might come down - for
shellfish and be unable to read the
language of the sea.”

So now, more than a century and
a half after the event, it is possible
to say how AB John Carter came to
his death. The mystery is why some
of the other members of the party did
not die.

The death -of Carter and the ill-
ness of his companions was a strange,
frightening experience for the explorers
of a coast where the white man had
been seldom if ever seen.

Today on a large granite boulder
overlooking the half-sunken stones
marking Carter’s grave a suitably in-
scribed brass plaque has been placed
to ‘commemorate a young British sailor

who died “after pulling his oar to the
last”.

Headed by Lt.-Cdr. C. D. Gibson,

‘commanding - officer of HMCS Jon-

quiere, the working party which affixed
the plaque to the rock included Lt.
Don Carmichael, Lt. F. C. Allwood,
Lt. R. W. Carlyle, Sub-Lt. J. Stamhius,
Shipwright CPO Howard Southin and
Ldg. Sea. Kenneth Buck.

Franklin's Loss Spurred Arctic Dlscovery
Last Search for Explorer Began 100 Years Ago

\ NE HUNDRED years ago this year
O there began the last phase of the
most  éxtensive and intensive search
ever undertaken in the Canadian Arc-
tic. It was to add immeasurably to our
knowledge of that ice-bound area. In
the ten years from 1847 to 1857 no less
than 50 ships participated in a search
all over the Canadian Arctic to try and
discover the fate of Sir John Franklin,
his two ships, and men. The last expe-
dition, under Francis Leopold McClin-
tock, set out in July 1857 and did not
return to England until September 1859,

The object of the search, Sir John
Franklin, had been appointed by the

Admiralty to head an expedition to

follow up the discoveries of Captain
Parry, who had made some headway
toward finding the fabled Northwest
Passage. The Northwest Passage had
been a dream of Europeans from the
time of John Cabot, who thought there
must be a short route across the north-
ern part of Canada to Cathay (China).
This would be an important commercial
route, if it could be found and navi-
gated, as the trip to Cathay at that time
took many months each way.

The Admiralty then felt after several
hundred years of trying that at last the
Northwest Passage was nearly, in its
grasp. Accordingly, it fitted out an
expedition to exploit this chance and
Sir John Franklin, the former Governor
of Tasmania, an experienced and able
man at 59, was chosen to head this ex-
‘pedition. He was given two ships HMS
Terror (Captain F. R. M. Crozier, RN)
‘and HMS Erebus (Captain James Fitz-
james, RN) and 129 men.

Franklin saw to it that this was one
of the most carefully-planned and best-
equipped expeditions ever to. challenge
the Arctic, or Antarctic for that matter.
Provisions were carried for three years
and both ships were capable of pro-
ceeding under sail or steam. The hulls
were  specially strengthened to with~
stand the crushing pressure of the Arc-
tic ice, Nothing was left to chance.
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- No one in the Admiralty or in Eng-

land doubted that this so carefully
planned undertaking would be success-
ful. Nevertheless, Franklin, who left
England on May 19, 1845, was heard
from but twice again.

He stopped at Disko, Greenland,
where letters were sent home. Then a
party of whalers, the Canadian Arctic
being the great whale fishing grounds
of the world at the time, encountered
Franklin during July in Baffin Bay.
That was the last that was ever heard
from the ill-fated Franklin Expedition.

Several years went by and, even
though no word was heard from him,
Admiralty was confident that as he had
such a great store of provisions he
would somehow pull through. However
concern began to mount when John Rae,
who had led another small expedtion

~ which had left England at the same time

as Franklin’s returned and reported
having seen no traces of Franklin or
his ships.

In 1848, three years later and with
still no word, Lady Franklin, frantic
with worry, persuaded Admiralty and
several private groups to send out
search parties for her husband. Three
expeditions left England that year to
attempt to discover the fate of Frank-
lin. James Clark Ross, an experienced
Antarctic explorer, led one expedition.
He followed as closely as possible
Franklin’s route until he was forced
out by heavy ice. No sign of that un-
lucky expedition was found.

At about the same time Captain Kel-
lett, RN, with Captain Moore, RN, as
his assistant, entered the Arctic from
the Westward through the Bering Strait,

.the Chuckchee Sea and across the

northern coast of Alaska to Banks
Island. The southwest corner of Banks
Island has been named Cape Kellett in
his honour. Kellett was likewise un-
successful and was forced out by heavy
ice.

Meanwhile a third expedition led by
John Rae and John Richardson went

Strait,

overland on foot from the Mackenzie
River to the north and east but failed
to find any trace of the unfortunate
Franklin expedition.

Some time later Admiralty offered a
reward of one hundred thousand pounds
for the rescue of Franklin and half of
that amount for certain information
about the missing expedition. Frank-
lin’s widow also offered a reward,
though considerably smaller, and even
paid for fitting .out of a ship and sendlng
it out on the search.

In the next few years Americans and
British participated in the search for
the lost Franklin, The largest expedi-
tion was one led by Sir Edward Belcher
with five ships including HMS North
Star, (Cdr. W. J. Pullen) which had
for her sailing master one T. C. Pullen,
RN. They were great uncles of Rear-
Admiral H, F. Pullen and Captain T.
C. Pullen of today’s Royal Canadian
Navy.

Two of Belcher’s ships; the Resolute
(Captain Kellett) and Intrepid (Cap-
tain McClintock), sailed west through
Lancaster Sound to Belcher Island
where the ships were frozen in and
wintered near Melville Island. The two
ships were eventually abandoned and
the ship’s companies were ordered back
to the North Star at Beechey Island.
Sir Edward Belcher was with the As-
sistance (Cdr. Richards) and Pioneer
(Lt. Sherard Osborn), which set out
through Lancaster Sound to cover the
area of the Wellington Channel. There
the two ships were beset by ice and
again officers and men set over the ice
to join the North Star.

At this point the story must be re-

traced to. record the voyage of Robert

McClure, who entered the Arctic in the
Investigator by way of Bering Strait in
1850 and made the first discovery of a
possible Northwest Passage in McClure
He sailed east as far as Banks
Island and was stranded in the ice there,
McClure and his men were rescued by



a party from one of Belcher’s ships, the
Resolute. They were transported by
sledge to the Resolute at Dealy Island
(near Bellville Island). Later they
travelled to the North Star at Beechey
Island on Lancaster Sound, probably
again by sledge.

The North Star, with the coming of
summer, left for England with all the
ship’s companies on bhoard for England,
where Belcher and four captains were
court-martialled for losing their ships.
All were honorably acquitted. How-
ever, they had found no trace of the
Franklin expedition and their efforts
represented the last large expedition to
search for the missing explorer.

In 1854, after the British government
had sent out no less than 19 expeditions,
it was considered that Franklin and his
men were lost and that all that was
possible had been done to find him. The
Admiralty then considered the matter
closed and their spokesman, Admiral
Walcott, declared before the House of
Commons on August 5, 1854: “I am of
the opinion that every endeavour consis-
tent with the honour of the country has
been made and all practicable means
exhausted in the search for Sir John
Franklin and the enterprising men who
were his companions. I can only be-
lieve that the vessels forming the ill-
fated expedition have foundered and
that their crews perished.”

Lady Franklin was not satisfied, how-
ever, and she fitted out a ship, a small
screw steamer, the Fox, which Francis
Leopold McClintock volunteered to
command. This man, a veteran of the

the ice since September 12, 1846. The
officers and crew, 105 men in all, had
landed under Captain F. R. M. Crozier,
in Latitude 69° 47 42" N and Latitude
98° 41 W. Franklin had died on June
11, 1847, Up to the date of writing, the
expedition’s casualties had amounted to
nine officers and 15 men. If was the
survivors’ intention to make the Great
Fish River the following day, April 26,

The report was signed “James Fitz-
james, Captain, HMS Erebus, and
countersigned “F. R. M. Crozier Captain,
HMS Terror, and Senior Officer”.

It follows then that Franklin died on
June 11, 1847, and apparently the main
body of the expedition perished some
time about the end of April 1848 or
shortly afterwards.

The foregoing does not completely
solve the question: “Where and under
what circumstances had Franklin died?”

One of the most interesting theories I
know of is one attributed to Sgt Major
(later Superintendent) Henry Larsen,
captain of the RCMP vessel St. Roch.
He thinks Franklin sailed south from
Lancaster Sound through Regent Inlet
to the Gulf of Boothia, then through

Bellot Strait and into McClintock chan-
nel. Franklin probably died on Somer-
set Island or Boothia Peninsula, There
are many other theories but no one to
my knowledge has been able to prove
any of them—MK.K.

NOTES—HMS Resolute, Belcher’'s flagship,
was sighted and taken in tow in Davis Strait,
1,200 miles from where she had been frozen
in, and brought back to the United States
where she was refitted and presented to
England as a symbol of friendship between
the U.S. and England. Subsequently, when
she was broken up, a desk was made from
her timbers and presented to the President
of the United States by Queen Victoria and
this is the desk the President uses for his
TV appearances. (See The Crowsnest, May
1956) .

Superintendent Larsen mentioned above
was the second man ever to take a ship
through the northwest passage. He t{ook
St. Roch through from west to east in 1940-42
taking about 28 months to accomplish the
voyage. In 1944 he returned going east to
west taking about 86 days this time. The
first ship through was the Norwegian vessel
Gjoa commanded by Amundsen, accom-

plished the passage between 1903-1906, taking
three years. The first and, up to this sum-
mer, the only large ship ever to complete
the Northwest Passage was RCN's Arctic
patrol ship HMCS Labrador, on her maiden
voyage in 1954,

Ross, Austin and Belcher expeditions,
was also the first man to take the
trouble to learn from the Eskimos how
to use a dog sled and was therefore a
happy choice for this dangerous and
exacting job.

McClintock was, in fact, the man who
finally solved the riddle of the disap-
pearance of Franklin and his men.
McClintock reasoned that, as the search
generally had concentrated on the
northside of Lancaster Sound and to
the westward, Franklin perhaps had
gone to the southward and probably
through Prince Regent Inlet or, what
is now known and named after him,
McClintock channel. He moved south
and carried out extensive searches on
foot and finally found some skeletons
and traces of the expedition on King
William Island on the southern end of
McClintock channel.

Among the effects was found a report
which contained the following informa-
tion: The Erebus and Terror had been
abandoned on April 22, 1847, five miles
to the northwest after being locked in
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LOWER DECK PROMOTIONS

Following is a further list of promo-
tions of men on the lower deck. The
list is arranged in alphabetical order,
with each man’s new rating, branch and
trade group shown opposite his name.

AGATE, Donald R. ............ LSEM1
AITKEN, Charles E. ........... LSNS2
AITKEN, Joseph .............. LSEM1
ALLEN, William R, ............ LSCD1
ANDERSON, Gary A. ......... LSAW2
ANDREWS, George W. ........ P1RP3
ANSLOW, Clifford G. .......... C2BD4
ASH, Eldon J. .......ccivennnn PIRP3
ATKINSON, Bernard M. ...... LSTD1
ATTWOOD, GeoTEE .....vvvvun LSRP1
AYOTTE, George E. ........... P1TD3
BARCLAY, Donald A. ......... P1AA3
BARR, Paul J. ................ P2EM2
BAY, Norman D. .............. P1RP2
BECK, Oakland E. ............. P1TD3
BERTHIAUME, Donald J. ..... LSAA1
BLAKE, Kenneth W. .......... C2BD4
BOOK, Kenneth E. ............ P1QM2
BOULANGER, Gaston E. ...... P2EM2
BOUTILIER, Myles G. ......... P2NS2
BREDIN, James ...........0nn. LSCV1
BRODEUR, Paul A. ............ P1EF4
BROOME, George ............. C2LR3
BROWN, Thomas D. .......... P1QR2
BROWN, William T. ........... P1ER4
WEDDINGS

Ordnance Lieutenant Ernest C. Ball, York,
to Miss Dorothy Joyce Lynch, of Calgary.

Lieutenant R. B. Bartlett, Tecumseh, to
Miss Sylvia Anne Griffiths, of Calgary.

Lieutenant Harry J. Brown, Shearwater,

____to Miss Lorraine Doris Rosalie Todd, of

Halifax.

Able Seaman Leo Charpentier, Sussexvale, -

to Miss Alice Genest, of Victoria.

Lieutenant-Commander (S) J. H. M. Cocks,
Patriot, to Miss Virginia Goldingham, of
Buckinghamshire, England.

Petty Officer T. E. Dalgleish, Stadacona, to
Miss Louise Sellers, of Fort William, Ont.

Leading Seaman Douglas G. Dauphinee,
Stadacona, to Miss Nellie Isabelle Giles, of
Halifax.

Lieutenant W. A. B, Douglas, Outremont,
to Miss Jane Anne Middleton, of London, Ont.

Lieutenant Joseph I. Gallant, Huron, to
Miss Barbara Eileen Cosgrove, of Halifax.

Licutenant Andre J. Geddes, Stadacona, to
Miss Marie MacCormack, of Halifax.

Lieutenant (S) Douglas E. Gerber, York, to
Miss Shirley Mildred Baker, of Dunnville,
Ont.

Able Seaman G. F., B. Hearns, Chignecto,
to Miss Gladys Daniels, of Winnipeg.

Lieutenant (S) Gerald E. Johnston, Shear-
water, to Miss Mary Lois Jackman, of Ottawa.

Sub-Lieutenant Lawrence M. Lafontaine,
Stadacona, to Miss Jean Marie Richardson,
of Saint John, N.B.

Chief Petty Officer Anthony F. McGowan,
Lanarlk, to Miss Gertrude Laina Violet Tapio,
of Port Arthur, Ont.

Able Seaman Bernard O'Leary, St. Laurent,
to Miss Dorothy Kennedy, of Dundee, Scot-
land.

Leading Seaman Wallace H. Roseveare,
Mallard, to Miss Lillian Marie Webber, of
Sperling, Manitoba.

Midshipman David I. Rushton, St. Laurent,
to Miss: Jean Marie Mitchell, of Bedford,
N.S.

BROWNE, Ronald J. .......... LScs2 GILLESPIE, Robert J. ,........ LSCR1
BUCHAN, Garry W. ........... LSCRI1 GIROUX, William R, .......... P1QMS3
BUCHAN, Ross M, ............ LSCS2 GOLDEN, Kenneth V. ......... P1EM4
BUTLER, Charles J. ........... LSTD1 GOVEIA, Anthony C. .......... P1RP3
CAIN, John H. +.oovvverinnnn, LsEM1 ~ GREEN, Walter J. ............ LSQM1
CAMPBELL, James 3. +......." P1BD3 GRIFFIN, Richard W, ......... P1RC2
CARR, JOhn . vvvvvvrnnnni LSMO2 GUILE, Gerald E. ............. C2QI4
CARROLL, Albert W. ......... P2EM3
CASE, Stanley ........ccvv.nn. C2AA3 HACKENSCHMIDT, Richard J..LSCK2
CHAFFEY, Albert G. .......... PI1RP3 HALL, Matthew J. ............ C1MR4
CHAGNON, Rene J. ........ ... L.SCK1 HAMER, Charles A. .........., P2EM2
CHALMERS, Robert B, ........ P1TD3 HARRISON, Derek ............ P2PR2
CHARRON, Jean-Claude ...... I.SCK2 HARRISON, Howard J. ........ LSCS2
COLLINS, Harold D. .......... LSCK2 HENDERSON, Kenneth F. ..... C1QI4
COMISH, Frank E. ............ P1AA3 HENDRICKSON, Bruce E. .., .LSEMI1
CONNORS, John F. ........... P1TD3 HENRY, Lawrence ............ LSRP1
CORBETT, Dean N. ........... LSCR1 HOVAN, Jack D. .............. CIET4
CORBETT, John W. ........... P1RC2 HOWARD, Kenneth D. ........ LSVS2
COUSINEAU, Jean-Paul ....... C2VSs3 HOYLE, Hugh R. ............ LSAW1
CUDMORE, Donald B. ......... Lsvs2z  HRICK, John ................. P1AA3
CUTHBERT, William D, ....... LSAR2 HUNT, George F. ............. LSSW1
JOHNSON,, Martin G. ........ LSEMI1
LADOUCEUR, Andrew J. ...... LSCRI1
LAFRANCE, Michel E. ........ LSRP2
LANE, Thomas P. ............. LSCS2
LAURENT, John P. ........... P1QM3
LEBLANC, Gerard J. ......... LSEM1
LETHBRIDGE, William S. ..... P2EM2
LEWIS, Norman K. ............ P1RP3
LINFORD, Lorne K. ........... P2EF3
LISTER, James W. ............ LSCV1
LOCKHART, William E. ....... P2RS3
LUSHINGTON, Phillip W. ..... C2AA3
LYONS, Terrance C. .......... LSAP2
MacKAY, Angus D, ............ C2BD4
DAVEY, Rexford X. .......... LSEM1 MacKINNON, James E. ........ P2QR2
DAVIDSON, -Martin I 1.SEA3 MacPHEE, Arnold _J e P1QM3
DAVIES, Robert W. ..... [ P2LR2 McAUSLAND, Harvey R. ...... PI1QR2
DAVIS, Walter W. ............ LSAF1 McCONNELL, Hugh ........... P2EM1
DERRY, Eugene J. ............ LSTD2 McCUTCHEON, John R. ....... LSCSs2
DINGLE, Henry T. ............ P2QR2 McHUGH, James L. ........... LSEM1
DIONNE, Roland B. ........... P2TA3 McINTOSH, Kenneth J. ........ P2BD3
DIXON, Lloyd R. .............. P1LR2 McKINNON, Vernon E. ........ P1TD3
DOIG, Charles A. ............. LSAA1 McLEOD, Cathel J. ............ C2ER4
DOOLEY, Ernest L. ........... LSEM1 McNORGAN, Kenneth L. ...... LSEM1
DUECK, Clarence H. ........... P1RP3 McQUESTON, Robert J. ....... P1RP3
DUKE, Howard B. ............ LSSW1 MAAS, Reinhold .............. P1BD3
DUN, Thomas A, ............. LSEM1 MADDEN, Joseph H. ........... P2CS3
DYMOTT, David A. ........... LSQM1 MARSH, Frank A. ............. P1TD3
EASTERBROOK, Herbert F. ...LSTDI1 ﬁﬁﬁﬁg{;& gggal% g If“ssfﬁ
EVANS, James T. ............. LSCK2 e Coe
’ MEADWELL, John G. .......... C2PI4
FALLAHAY, Ronald J. ........ PIRT4  MEIN, Louis E. ............... LSTD1
FALSHAW, Russell T. ........ LSMAl1  MELANSON, Vernon M. ....... P1CD3
FAULKNER, Ralph B. ......... P1QR3
FEATHERSTONE, Robert J. ...LSAR2
FISHER, David ............... P1BD3 BIRTHS
FITZMAURICE, Norman E. ... . LSPH2 To Petty Officer Edwin Brown, D’Iberville,
FLYNN, Dominic J. ........... P1AA3 and Mrs. Brown, a daughter.
FOGARTY, John G. ........... LSCV1 To .Chief Petty Officer William E. John,
FORBES, Barry E. ............ PoEM2  Omerio and s o, A e vl
FRASER, Glenn A. ...ovvonn. LSCRI  and vee sonee s Gananier nes Dribervitle,
FRASER, Graham A. .......... LSAR2 To Leading Seaman Roger Nault, D’Iber-
FRIGAULT, Maurice P. ....... LSQM1 ville, and Mrs. Nault, a son.
To Pelty Officer John O’'Donnell, Assini-
GALLANT, Joseph E. ......... LSCR1  Dboine, andt MrS-t %’Dmnelg B hort
: To Lieutenant-Commander Harr orten,
L I = e
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