


A Chrigtmas Message |
from the |

Chief of the Nabal %ta_tt

HE YEAR 1959 was one the Royal Canadian' Navy can look
back upon with a sense of pleasure and accomplishment.

Many of our ships and many of our officers and men took
a prominent and proud part in the visit of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II and Prince Philip and the historic opening of the
St. Lawrence Seaway by Her Majesty and President Eisenhower.
Later in the summer we shared in the assembly of NATO war-
ships at Toronto which gave further international recognition to
the opening of the Seaway.

There was much to be reported in respect to progress. New
destroyer escorts, modernized frigates and mobile repair ships re-
inforced the fleet, and the new personnel structure, designed to
keep the Navy in step with the march of modern science, was
largely implemented.

The 50th anniversary of the Royal Canadian Navy falls on
May 4 next. The New Year will find the RCN at a new level of
peace-time strength and efficiency and will provide the occasion
for assessing our past accomplishments, our present worth and
how we can build for the future.

To the officers, men and women of the Royal Canadian Navy
and Reserve and to the civilians who share their tasks with them,
I extend my best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a New Year
blessed with peace, happiness and progress.

iy

Vice-Admiral, RCN
Chief of the Naval Staff.
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Ottawa, Ont.

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa,
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OFFICERS AND MEN

Cadets Taken on
Tour of Bases
Nearly 200 officer cadets and staft

members of the Canadian Services Col-

lege, Royal Roads, observed their an-
nual “military week-end” program in
late October.

Sixty of the young officers-of-tomor-
row went to the big United States Navy
base at Bremerton, Washington, for a
tour of ships and establishments there.
They journeyed to and from the U.S.
base in the frigate Sussexvale.

Fifty-five of the officer cadets tra-

" velled to Calgary to visit army installa-
tions of that area, while 63 of them
toured the Royal Canadian Air Force
station at Comox. At each place the
cadets studied the functions and opera-
tions 'of the military base being visited.

The annual “military week-end” pro-
gram is desigried to familiarize the of-
ficer cadets with activities of all three
armed forces.

U.K. NATO Officers
On Visit to Canada

Admiral Sir William Davis, Com-
mander-in-Chief of NATO’s Eastern At-
lantic Area, and Air Marshall Sir Ed-
ward Chilton, Commander-in-Chief Air,
Eastern Atlantic Area, visited Canada
in early November.

During their visit they conferred with

WEDDINGS

Lieutenant (N') G. G. Armstrong, Terra :

Nova,. to Sub - Lieutenant (MN) Elizabeth
MacManus, Naden.

Able Seaman Earl Bartlett, St. Croix, to
Miss Elva Lillian: Collins, McGivney, N.B.

Leading Seaman. J. H. Benson, Quinte, to
Miss C. Poirier, Charlottetown, P.EI.

Lieutenant (S) Bryan S. Berryman, HMC
Dockyard, Esquimalt, to Sub-Lieutenant (MT)
Carlyn Jane Robertson, Naden.

Lieutenant (P&RT) R. W. Carlyle, Fundy,
to Lieutenant (MN) M. M, McGuire, Stada~
cona. :

Leading Seaman J.: W. Charlton, Quinte,
to Miss P. Landry, Halifax, N.S.

Able Seaman John A, Clint, Naden, to Miss
Gwen Huntley, Victoria.

Lieutenant John K. Kennedy, Beacon Hill,
to Judith Ann Watson, of Victoria, B.C.

Sub-Lieutenant Paul S. LeGallais, Lauzon,
to. Miss Mona Lillian Macdonald, Fairview,
N.S. N
- Able Seaman- Ray Senger, Naden, to Miss
Donna Mitchell, of Nanaimo, B.C.

Ordinary Seaman R, W. Swan, Cornwallis,
to Miss Doreen Hubley, of Clementsvale, N.S.
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senior officers of the Canadian Armed
Forces. '

The party arrived at Shearwater
Tuesday afternoon, November 3. The
next day they flew to the RCAF station
at Greenwood, N.S. and later that day
took off for Ottawa for a two day visit.

The party left for the United King-
dom from Montreal November 9.

Admiral Davis, who is also Com-
mander-in-Chief of the British Home
Fleet, was accompanied by his Chief
of Staff, Rear-Admiral J. B. Frewen.
Air Marshal Chilton, who also holds the
position of Air Officer Commander-in-
Chief, RAF Coastal Command, was
accompanied by Air Vice-Marshal W. E.
Oulton, his Senior Air Staff Officer.

Fuel Economy Is
Aim of Suggestion

A suggestion by CPO XKeith Arthur
Toll has earned him a cash award from
the Suggestion Award Board of the
Public Service of Canada.

CPO Toll suggested a damper control
for oil flow transmitters used in ships
of the RCN. This modification is ex-
pected to save in fuel used by ships
and result in more economical steaming.

CPO Toll was born in London,
Ontario, February 25, 1924, He entered
the wartime RCNVR in May 1942 and
transferred to the permanent force
March 20, 1944. He is now serving in
the Fraser.

Promotion for
Petty Officer

Former Petty Officer Ronald Dick
Speed has been promoted to the rank
of Acting Commissioned Boatswain. He
has been appointed to the Fraser.

A/Cd. Bos’n Speed served in the war-
time RCNVR and joined the permanent

force at HMCS Chippowa, Winnipeg

naval division in-May 1946, He has
served on both coasts and at sea in the
aircraft carrier Magnificent, the cruiser
Ontario and the destroyer éscorts
Cayuga, Crescent and Crusader.

Three Officers to -

Serve in Viet-Nam

" Appointment changes for officers of
the Royal Canadian Navy serving with
the Military Component, Canadian Dele-
gation, Viet-Nam on the International

Supervisory Commission in Indo-China
have been announced effective Decem-~
ber 7.

Appointed for duty with the Military
Component in Viet-Nam are: Lieuten-
ant-Commanders Benjamin N. Weber,
Vincent F. Lambie, Frank B. Barclay.

Returning te Canada from Viet-Nam
are Lieutenant-Commanders F. M.
Proud, Stuart B. Fraser, and Acting Lt.-
Cdr. John C. Payne.

Lt.-Cdr. Proud has been appointed
Area Recruiting Officer at HMCS Dis-
covery, Vancouver, effective April 1960;
Lt.-Cdr. Fraser will join the Directorate
of Naval Training at Naval Head-
quarters;, and A/Lt.-Cdr. Payne has
been appointed to the Retired List of
the Royal Canadian Navy (Reserve).

Outstanding Sea
Cadet Named

PO Silvere Maurice Brochez, son of
Mr. and Mrs. A. Brochez, of Brandon,
Manitoba, has been selected as Can-
ada’s outstanding sea cadet for 1959.
The announcement was made in late
QOctober at the annual meeting of the
Navy League of Canada in Quebec.

PO Brochez, 19, was born in East
Flanders, Belgium, and came to Canada
and Brandon in 1953. Two days later,
he attended his first sea cadet parade
with a friend and he has been one of
the top Brandon cadets ever since.

BIRTHS

To Able Seaman R. J. Bannister, Naden,
and Mrs. Bannister, a son.

To Leading Seaman D. R. Beaudin, By-
town, and Mrs. Beaudin, a daughter.

To Petty Officer G.. A. Bouchard, Naden,
and Mrs. Bouchard, a son.

To Petty Officer G. R. Brown, Naden, and
Mrs. Brown, a daughter.

To Ordinary Seaman M. G. Dymock, Naden,
and Mrs, Dymock, a daughter.

To Leading Seaman R. T. Falshaw, Stada-
cona; and Mrs., Falshaw, a daughter.

To Petty Officer D. B. Gibbs, Naden, and
Mrs. Gibbs, a daughter.

- To Leading Seaman E. I, Griffin, Quinte,
and Mrs. Griffin, a son.

To Cd. Off. P. A. Medcalf, Neden, and Mrs.
Medcalf, a daughter.

To Leading Seaman Frank Merkl, Mar-
garee, and Mrs, Merkl, a son.

To Leading Seaman K. J. Mooney, Fundy,
and Mrs. Mooney, a daughter.

To Lieutenant H, W. Plant, Margaree, and
Mrs. Plant, a daughter.

To Leading Seaman Ronald Orton, Mar-
garee, and Mrs. Orton, a son.

To Leading Seaman Victor Stashewsky,
Margaree, and Mrs. Stashewsky, a son.



Unable to speak English on his ar-
rival, Brochez quickly mastered the
language and at present can speak and
write fluently in four languages, Duich,
Flemish, French and English.

During his training he has qualified
as quartermaster, communicator third
class and recently has held the position
of Chief Gunner’s Mate. He resigned
from RCSCC Swiftsure at the end of
October and left for Regina to begin
{raining with the RCMP.

In the summers of 1955 and 19586,
Brochez attended 1raining courses at
HMCS Quadra at Comox, B.C., and in
1957 took a quartermaster’s course at
Naden. He was selected in 1958 for
a four-month {raining cruise in the
Crescent to ports in the U.S., Hawalii,
Japan and Indo-China.

Four times in his cadet career, PO
Brochez has received special awards.
In the spring of 1956, he was named
lead bugler in the cadet 20-piece band.
He received the JODE shield for best
all round cadet at annual inspection in
1956 and the IODE shield for leader-
ship at the 1957 annual inspection.

While at Naden in 1957, he was
awarded a boatswain’s call for out-
standing duties. He received the award
for organizing publication of a course
yearbook, the first ever published at a
sea cadet course,

PO Brochez was named in 1958 to
represent the Cadet Corps at Princess
Margaret’s Royal Fleet review in Vie-
toria and during the review he held
quarterdeck - duties aboard the New

Haida; G. J. Bruneau, Stadacona; A. H.
D’Orsay, Columbia; W. D. Fawns,
Naden, L. Osland, Naden, and S, Tip-
pett, Huron.

Trade Group Three: Pelty Officers
H. C. Bell, Canadian Forces Hospital,
Kingston, and J. K, Takaoka, Inch
Arran, and Leading Seamen D. R.
Beaudin, Canadian Forces Hospital,
Rockecliffe; R. A, Burns, Stadacona; A,
Caulier, Shearwater; W. Chilibeck,
Cornwallis; R. T. Falshaw, Stadacona,
and W. N, Lennox, C. L. Lumsden and
C. W. Patterson, to Naden.

Cedarwood Back
As Coastal Freighter

The former HMCS Cedarwood refuses
to give up. She has been purchased by
Vancouver shipping interests to be
operated as a freighter on the British
Columbia coast. The 166-foot, wooden-
hulled ship was built in Nova Scotia in
1944, and was employed by the Cana-
dian Army for carrying troops and sup-
plies to Newfoundland before she was
acquired by the Navy.

She arrived on the West coast in 1948

and for eight years was used as a re-.

search ship by scientists of the Pacific
Naval Laboratory at Esquimalt.

PROMOTIONS

Following is a further list of promo-
tions of lower deck personnel. The list
is arranged in alphabetical order, with

In 1949 the Cedarwood sailed on an
extended joint operation to the Arctic
with members of the naval electronics
laboratory at San Diego. She came
close to sinking in December 1954, when
she was battered by a 60 mile-an-hour
gale in Hecate Strait, Her ship’s com-
pany battled for three days to keep her
afloat before reaching port safely.

The Cedarwood was retired from
naval duties in 1956, but was brought
out of retirement in 1958 to take part
in British Columbia’s centennial cele-
brations. TFor this, she was converted
temporarily into a replica of the S8
Commodore—a famous paddle steamer
which brought the first party of gold
seekers to Victoria from San Francisco
in 1858.

Bandsman Gains
Commission

A former petty officer bandsman,
Peter Alan Medcalf has been promoted
to the rank of Acting Commissioned
Officer (Special Branch) in the Royal
Canadian Navy. He has been appointed
to the School of Music at Naden.

A/Cd. Officer Medcalf served in the
Royal Marines for 15 years and joined
the RCN at HMCS Niobe, RCN naval
establishment in London, England, in
August 1954. He has since served in
naval shore establishments on both
coasts.

Cdr. H. Smith
New Huron CO

Glasgow.

The Ilatest award, accompanied by
the President’s trophy, is the highest
available to Canada’s 15,000 sea cadets.

Sea Appoiniment
For Cdr. T. H. Crone

Cdr. Thomas H. Crone, has been ap-
pointed to take command of the Skeena
in January.

He is a former instructor-lieutenant,
who, following several years service as
personnel selection officer, transferred
to the executive branch.

Since 1956, Cdr. Crone has been at
Naval Headgquarters, as Director of Ser-
vice Conditions and Welfare.

17 Complete
Naden Courses

Seventeen medical assistants have
completed courses at the Medical
Branch School, Naden, and have re-
ceived the following drafts:

Trade Group Four: Petty Officers
H. N. Bailey, Cayuga,; L.. G. Bouchard,

each new rating, branch and trade
group shown opposite the name.

CADUE, Edward F. ........... P1QM3
DICKSON, Brian D. .......... P2RT3
DICKSON, Frank 1. ........... P2AT3
DOBSON, Wayne P. .......... LSEM1
FINLAY, Kenneth J. .......... P2AT3
GEISSLER, Manfred M. ........ LSRT2
GLENCROSS, James F. ........ LSEA2
GRANT, James .........onvvnnn P2RT3
GROSETH, Robert B. .......... P1EF4
HOLLAND, Anthony W. ....... LSAP2
KAZIMER, Ivan .............. LSEMI1
LEWIS, David A. .............. LSEA2
"MacPHEE, Robert W. .......... LSEF2
OLSON, James W, ............ LSRT2
RUPPERT, George W. ......... P2RA3
ST. JOHN, Ross G. ............ P2RA3
SCOTT, David A. ...o.ovru.n.. LSRT2
SINCLAIR, Thomas E. ......... P2EF3
WILKINSON, Alan S. ......... LSEA3
YOUNG, William H. ........... LSEA2

Cdr.— Herbert Smiﬂ'\’ of Vnuhgc+n\'x'rpl’
Alta., and Saanich, B.C., has been ap-
pointed to take command of the Huron
on December 16, 1959. The Huron is
a unit of the First Canadian Escort
Squadron based at Halifax.

He succeeds Cdr. William H. Howe,
who has been appoinied to Stadacona,
additional on the staff of the Flag Offi-
cer Atlantic Coast. Cdr. Howe will take
up his new appointment early in the
new year.

New Officer Goes
To New Escort

Former Chief Petty Officer John Al-
bert Norris .has been promoted to the
rank of Acting Commissioned Gunner.
He has been appointed to the Chaudiere
(destroyer escort) which commissioned
at Halifax Shipyards, Halifax on No-
vember 14.

A/Cd. Gunner Norris served in the
Royal Navy for 16 years before enter-
ing the Royal Canadian Navy in June
1952, He has since served on both
coasts and at sea in the aircraft car-
rier Magnificent.
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CHAMPION SUBKILLER PAID OFF

HE ORDER “Finished with Main
TAEngines” passed to the engine room
of HMS Starling when she berthed at
Portsmouth on Friday, November 6
brought to an end the active career of
the most famous of the U-boat killer
sloops of the last war. The following
day, towed by a dockyard tug, she was
taken away to reduce to reserve.

Built on the Clyde and completed in
April 1943, she was commissioned by
the late Captain F. J. Walker, CB,
DSO and three Bars, RN, and became
the leader of the 2nd Escort Group in
the Western Approaches, operating out
of Liverpool :

The Starling was responsible for the
destruction of 15 German submarines,
including six in one operation lasting
for 20 days and described'by Mr. A. V.
Alexander (now Viscount Alexander of
Hillsborough), wartime First Lord of
the Admiralty, as “one of the greatest
cruises, the greatest perhaps, ever un-
dertaken by an escort group”. During
a visit to the ship, he compared their
victory with that of Trafalgar.

Captain Walker, who was considered
to be the Royal Navy’s finest exponent
of anti-submarine warfare, commanded
the Starling from March 1943 to July
1944, when he died from the strain of
the long period of operations in the
Atlantic.

When the ship arrived at South Rail-
way Jetty, Portsmouth Dockyard, from
Plymouth at 11 a.m., the Royal Marine
band of the Portsmouth Command,
which was embarked at Spithead,
played her into harbour with “A Hunt-
ing We Will Go”, a tune used by Cap-
tain Walker when the Starling left port
for her patrols.

Among the official party on the dock-
side to welcome the Starling after her
last voyage was Mrs. Walker, Captain
Walker’s widow. With the Commander-
in-Chief, Portsmouth (Admiral Sir
Manley Power, KCB, CBE, DSO and
Bar) and the Admiral Superintend-
ent, Portsmouth Dockyard (Rear-Ad-
miral J. H. Unwin, CB, DSC) were
representatives from the town of
Bootle, which adopted the ship, and
also five wartime captains of the 2nd
Escort Group.

During a brief ceremony on board,
the Commander-in-Chief, Portsmouth,
addressed the ship’s company of the
Starling, one of the oldest frigates in
commission and commanded by 34~
year-old Lt.-Cdr. Peter Maslen, RN.
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After duty with the 2nd Escort Group,
the ship went into reserve in 1945 and
the following year her armament was
removed and other alterations made be-
fore she became a navigational training
ship of the Portsmouth Squadron, a role
she filled until she was finally paid off.

Unaltered, however, was the small
open bridge from which Captain Walker
changed the course of the U-Boat war
in the Atlantic with his revolutionary

tactics and still remaining was the Cap-
tain’s chair, his sole source of comfort
during the days and sleepless nights
spent on duty while the ship was at sea.
Approved crest of the ship is a star-
ling grasping a worm in its beak. Pride
of place in the wardroom was, however,
given to an unofficial crest carved from
wood by a wartime stoker. In it, the
starling is plucking a U-Boat from the
sea.—Admiralty News Summary

COALING SCHOONER

. charge from the RNCVR, a vet-
eran of the First World War has written
to Naval Headquarters to find out
whether he has “coaling money”" still
coming to him. He hasn’t (the Statute
of Limitations would prevent payment
even if money were still owing), but his
correspondence recalled some little
known activities in the RCN in the First
World War,

The writer, Loris C. Wolf, of San
Francisco, who was an electrician’s
helper and property man in the Empire
Theatre, Edmonton, joined the Royal
Naval Canadian Volunteer Reserve on
July 17, 1917, as anh ordinary seaman
and was demobilized on February 11,
1919,

Surprisingly, the application and at-
testation form which he signed on entry
was headed “Royal Canadian Naval
Volunteer Reserve”’—and the RCNVR
did not come until existence until 1923.
The explanation is that the printed
form was authorized in 1914 when there
was still uncertainty concerning the
name of the volunteer reserve organi-
zation.

During the First World War, the RCN
had as one of its duties the supplying
of East Coast and Newfoundland light-
houses. Ord. Sea. Wolf, in July 1918,
found himself on board the schooner
RPS on light-house coaling duty and
the light-houses were usually on rocky
hilltops.

“The ship I was in was a fore-and-
aft sailing ship,” he writes. “Not a
motor on her. We carried about 120
tons loose in the hold and we bagged
it by hand, hoisted it up out of the hold
by hand, put about 20 sacks in a dory
alongside (no wharves or jetties) and
landed on the beach. No conveyances,
right on the shoulder, and 25 tons is
quite a lot of coal. Sometimes it was

M ORE THAN 40 years after his dis-

from daylight to dark. Some of them
(the light-houses) were just about out
of coal when we got there.

“There were seven men in the whole
crew—skipper, cook and five hands. All
ate at the same table. It was the skip~
per who told us we would get 25 cents
a day extra coaling money . . .”

The skipper had sadly misinformed
his men. Not only did they not receive
coaling money, neither did they collect
hard-lying money. Throughout his ser-
vice, Ord. Sea. Wolf received the basic
$1.10 a day and, on demobilization, a
war service gratuity of $70. And when
he applied for his share of prize money,
he was told he was not entitled because
the Schooner RPS was not armed.

The schooners, such as the one in
which Ord. Sea. Wolf sailed, operated
out of Sydney, N.S. For the most part,
although this appears not to have been
the case with schooner RPS, the little
ships were stripped of their masts and
were towed on their coaling routes.

Another almost-forgotten bit of Cana-
dian naval history is recalled by Mr.
Wolf’s letter. He writes:

“At the time we put the RPS in com-
mission everything was hush-hush. We
got a slight rumour that she was going
to be a mystery ship. Two pieces of
siding were hinged to drop down and
camouflaged to look like a dory from
each side with a gun in the middle.

“Well, we got all ready to go and
a tug pulls alongside and we tie up
together. Then around the corner to
pick up a load of coal.”

The rumour of which Mr. Wolf tells
undoubtedly arose from the fact that
“Q ships” of the kind used successfully
against U-boats in Kuropean waters
were fitted out at Sydney by the Ad-
miralty. They patrolled the Gulf of
St. Lawrence but saw no action.









GIBRALTAR'S LINKS
WITH CANADA

IBRALTAR, lying well to the south
G of the usual tourist route to the
British Isles and continental Europe, is
probably thought of by most Canadians
in 19th cenfury terms as an outpost of
Empire or a symbol in indomitable
strength and endurance.

© Yet the Gibraltar of today is not com-

pletely unknown to Canadians. Mem-
bers of the Canadian Army and the
RCAPF are frequent visitors, particularly
those who are travelling to or from the
Middle East on United Nations - duty,
and every year or so one or more ships
of the RCN put in at the Rock during
training cruises, Canada flashes, in
fact, are a well known and generally
welcome sight in the colony.

Thousands of Canadian sailors got to
know Gibraltar during the war, the
largest number of them probably
coming from the escort vessels and
minesweepers that took part in Opera-
tion Torch—the Allied landings in North
Africa, which led to a junction with
Montgomery’s Army of the Nile and the
eventual expulsion of Axis forces from
the lands south of the Mediterranean.

The actual harbour space in Gibral-
tar is quite small—only what is pro-
vided by three moles and the lee of the
Rock—and most ships that went there
in_those days_had to_anchor in Gibral-

Greeks, Carthaginians and Romans and
given the name Monte Calpe by the
Greeks long before the beginning of the
Christian era. In 711 AD an Arab
chieftain named Tarik ibn-Zeyad
crossed over to capture the Rock and,
like many a conquerer elsewhere,
changed the name to Jebel Tarik or
Tarik’s Hill after himself., It is easy
{o see how the modern name developed
from the Arabic.

After 750 years in Moorish hands, Gib-
raltar was recaptured by Spanish forces
on St. Bernard’s Day 1462 — conse-
quently St. Bernard is the patron saint.

.Two of the oldest monuments are the

Moorish castle of 711 (now a prison,
like many other old castles in this part
of the world) and the fifteenth century
stone wall built by the Emperor
Carlos V.

In 1704, during one of the many wars
between England and Spain, Gibraltar
was attacked by a British and Dutch
naval force under Vice-Admiral Sir
George Rooks; marines and soldiers
were landed and on 24th July the Span-
ish surrendered. Several times during
the 18th century Gibraltar was attacked
by Spain and France but withstood all
onslaughts including the Great Siege of
1779-1782.

tar Bay, probably nearer io Spanish.

than to British territory. Even now
big ships cannot get inside if there is
an easterly gale and it may be that some
ship’s companies have had to say that
they went to Gibraltar but never got
ashore. (That is more or less what
happened to the Bonaventure in Octo-
ber 1958.) :

The air strip is comparatively new.
It arose, like so many other things of
lasting benefit, from the pressure of
war. The race course was sacrificed,
the bay was encroached upon and the
narrow isthmus joining the Rock to the
Spanish mainland was cleverly built up
to provide an air strip which today
can accommodate jets. Thus the base
which for 250 years has been a vital
link in Britain’s sea communications has
now become a valuable airfield, Cana-
dian planes go regularly from Halifax
to Gibraltar with personnel and supplies
for the forces in Egypt and elsewhere
in the Levant.

Gibraltar has had a remarkable his-
tory. It was used by the Phoenicians,

There are two charming anecdotes of
those days:

When Admiral Rooke captured the
Rock the inhabitants were all Spanish.
They were given the option of remain-
ing or going over to Spain, Those who
returned to Spain settled in the town
of San Roque where they are still hope-
fully awaiting a resumption of Spanish
authority, for each year they elect a
“mayor of Gibraltar’” who will assume
his office as soon as victory has been
won.

The other story is aboui the “Queen
of Spain’s Chair”, During one of the
sieges the reigning Queen went up on a
hill overlooking Gibraliar and vowed
she would remain there until the Span-
ish flag flew over the foriress. Un-
fortunately, for her, the stubborn Brit-
ish ‘would not give up and she remained
there several days with the prospect of
many more ahead. The Governor,
learning of the lady’s situalion, decided
to be chivalrous so that she might come
down without loss of face: he ordered
that a Spanish flag be hoisted. After
it had flown for a decent interval to
permit the Queen to withdraw, the
Union Jack was again displayed. The
hill-top is called after this incident
“The Queen of Spain’s Chair”,

Despite occasional threats, Gibraltar
has remained firmly in British hands
and has served the Allies well in the
Napoleonic Wars, in both World Wars
and in the present cold war.

All tourists hear about the Barbary
apes whose origin is uncertain but
whose presence is popularly supposed

Paradise, C.B.,
Next Port of Call

A Hungarian immigrant, rather fed
up with Canada, set sail from Halifax
in mid-August for a ‘‘paradise” of his
own seeking in a rudely fashioned
yacht. Marine authorities and the
local press expressed some concern
over his fate in the leaky vessel and
expected they had heard the last of
him.

On August 19, a drily-worded mes-
sage from HMCS Terra Nova, the At-
lantic Command’s newest destroyer
escort, brought a measure of relief
and a chuckle:

“HUNGARIAN PARADISE SEEKER
IN POSITION 4435N 6238W DOES NOT
DESIRE ASSISTANCE X

“2, PRESENT COURSE INDICATES
CAPE BRETON WILL BE PARADISE”

The Terra Nova, under the command
of Cdr. W. H. Willson, of Calgary and
Halifax, was en route from Halifax to
Toronto and the Canadian National
Exhibition when she encountered the
Hungarian about 47-48 miles due east
of Halifax.

The yachtsman later abandoned his
voyage.

to ensure the continuance of British
rule (during the Second World War Mr,
Churchill heard that the apes were di-
minishing—he was so impressed by the
popular belief that he had additional
apes brought in to keep up the num-
bers). Guides will also take you to St.
Michael’s Cave to see the limestone
formations or to the galleries whence
you can see over Spain and the Medi-
terranean. But Maritimers will take
particular interest in visiting the Trafal-
gar cemetery, King’s Chapel and the
museum.

The Trafalgar cemetery, as its name
implies, contains the dust of many offi-
cers and men who fell in the decisive
battle which took its name from a
headland near Tarifa, a few leagues
from Gibraltar. The victorious British
ships returned to Gibraltar with prizes,
their wounded and the body of their
hero, Nelson. All that Trafalgar meant
in the struggle against Napoleon and
in the foundation of British supremacy
at sea was recalled on October 21, 1958,
during an impressive ceremony held in
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the cemetery. A hundred Canadian
officers and men attended to pay their
tribute to the past and to show that the
value of sea power remains 154 years
after the event.

Like so many old buildings in the
Mediterranean the King’s Chapel has
had a varied past. Soon after the Span-
ish drove out the Moors—in 1480 to be
exact—the Franciscan order established

_a. monastery and-in 1533 built an ac-
' companying chapel. In 1704 the Friary
or Cenvent became the Governor’s resi-
dence (the official name of Government
House is still the Convent) and the
chapel was converted to the Church of
England. It suffered during the Great
Siege but survived to be rebuilt with a
shortened name and had been completed
when in 1951 the Royal Fleet Auxiliary
Bedenham blew up in the harbour and
caused more damage than all the minor
sieges. Those who recall the Halifax
explosion will need no reminder of the

disaster caused by an ammunition ship
when it goes up.

On the gospel side behind the choir
stalls there is a marble scroll of special
interest to Nova Scotians:

This Tablet
The last sad tribute of affection
is consecrated to the memory of
ELEANOR ]
Wife of Wm. Hacket, MD,

. Dept. Insp. General in this command

and daughter of the late
Richard John Uniacke, Esquire,
Attorney General of Nova Scotia.
She departed this life
on the 19th day of April 1849
) aged 50 years.
“I know that My Redeemer liveth”
) Job xix—25th verse.
The oak lectern also is Canadian. Its
inscription reads:
Presented by the Military Associa-
tion of Canada to commemorate
the services of Nos. 1 and 2 Tunnel-

-

ling Coys Royal Canadian Engineers

in Gibraltar 1939-1945.

And in the Gibraltar Museum Mari-
timers will be pleased to find a portrait
of Edward Cornwallis, the same who
arrived in Chebucto in 1749 to found
Halifax and to establish the predom-
inantly British character of both the
city and the province. It may not be

.80 _well known that he resigned from

his Canadian posf in 1752 and resumed
military service in.India, where he was
promoted colonel. Then in 1762 he be-
came Governor of Gibraltar, thus join-
ing a long line of distinguished soldiers
who have served the Commonwealth in
this vital base. His tenure of office was
for that year only but he made one
small bit of local history by silencing
the bell of the King’s Chapel because it
disturbed his rest in the Conyvent. For
years thereafter the Protestants in the
garrison went to church by drum beat
instead of by church bell—C.H.L.

Fagles and Crows

-

In view of all the interest of late in schemes
of promotion, and the recent changes in the RCN
promotion system, it is worth noting that the
broad principles of human advancement remain
the same, and the two criteria are still: “Are
you really efficient?” and “Are your human rela-
tions good?”. This is the telling point made by
the editor of Canadian Power Engineer, a maga-
zine serving the interests of civilian engineering
circles throughout the nation. He goes on to
enumerate some of the check points by which
we may judge our personal measurements in
these fields and it appears that they are so justly

applicable to RCN life that perhaps we could

look at them:

Acquire additional skills! Since you already
have a job on the strength of certain qualifica-
tions, it should require only a minimum of effort
to branch out. Nobody ever lost an opportunity
through increasing his knowledge and capacities.

Be enthusiastic! The difference in actual
skill, ability and intelligence between those who
succeed and those who fail is very little. If two
men -are equally matched, the man who is en-
thusiastic will find the scales tipped in his favour.
A man of less ability, with enthusiasm, who be-
lieves in his work, will often outstrip the man of
first rate ability who lacks enthusiasm.

Be friendly! Look for the good in everyone.

The sullen boiler operator, the silent boss, may
be waiting for you to make the first move. A lot
of people get reputations for being unfriendly
when in reality they are just painfully shy.

Keep your word! When you promise some-
thing, deliver even if it causes you inconvenience.

Be neat! The chief with a. clean collar, the
neatly dressed maintenance staff, the boiler room
crew whose work clothes bespeak cleanliness, are
silently telling people that they know how to look
after the equipment they operate, because they
know how to look after themselves.

Leave trouble at home! Make a real effort to
shrug off petty grievances and concentrate on
your job. Grouchiness will only alienate your
fellow workers, and may threaten your own
safety, because are are most accident-prone when
upset.

No matter what a person does for a living,
and that can include both the newest recruit
oiling bearings, and the fellow travelling the
country on policy assignments, there is one sure
thing—there is always room for improvement,
Just reading this will not make you the most
popular and efficient fellow in Canada, but it
may start you thinking about self-improvement.

“We cannot all fly with the eagles, but that does

not mean we must peck with the crows.—G.A.D.

R -
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TRADITIONS

AST SUMMER a woman corre-
L spondent from a Toronto news-
paper visited on board one of the
“Cadillacs” anchored off the Toronto
waterfront. She was suitably impressed
by Canada’s new destroyer escorts and
the officers and men in them. But there
was one wistful note in her story.

Why were the calls that came over
the speakers not prefaced by the words:
“Now hear this!”

Her error was a natural one. There
is a general assumption, largely correct,
that the navies of the world have a
common tradition. The uniforms,
wherever you go, are pretty much the
same, the ships look alike, the behaviour
and speech of the sailors are those of
men belonging to a common fraternity.

The very good reason for this is that
most navies have modeled themselves to
a large degree on the Royal Navy.
Sometimes this was done out of sheer
admiration; in other cases, notably the
United States Navy and navies of the
Commonwealth, it was a matter of
direct inheritance. Long after the
American colonies had severed ties with
Britain, however, the USN continued to
draw on the customs and traditions of
the Royal Navy—the designs of its uni-
forms are visual evidence of this—and,
while building its own body of tradi-
tion, retained certain customs and tradi-
tions which have long been abandoned

by the Royal Navy:

wealth of material and it is here the
reader will find the rules for conducting
a mess dinner in the Royal Canadian
Navy. These are set down as supplied
to RCN(R) officers attending a di-
visional course sponsored by the Com-
manding Officer Naval Divisions in
January 1955, How treacherous is the
ground on which students of naval
tradition walk was evident when an
RCN officer, on glancing at this section,
immediately disputed the wording of
the Naval Grace given therein. The
two versions were both much too long,

BOOKS for the
SAILOR

he protested. In his experience grace
before dinner was usually a simple
“Thank God”. Others will probably
agree with COND’s version or produce
their own.

There will be disputes over the origins

ascribed by Admiral Lovette to such
expressions as “bitter end” or “splice
the main brace”, but these and many

others present questions which may be.

insoluble at this late date.

When he was preparing this fourth
edition of his work, Admiral Lovette

quarters in London, England, has de-
cided to increase the subscription rate
for individual mempers to £3 a year,
effective January 1, 1960. This is twice
the previous rate,

However, the price of the RUSI
Journal to service messes, institutes ete.,
remains at £2-2-0 a year, post paid,
according to Major-General G. R,
Turner, Honorary Member for Canada,
Council of the RUSI.

Library Secks
Old Publications

The National Defence Library is try~-
ing to complete its sets of Royal Cana-
dian Navy periodicals, according to C.
H. Stewart, departmental librarian at
National Defence Headquarters, Ottawa,

Some of the periodicals have long
since ceased publication, but it is pos-
sible officers or men may have the miss-
ing numbers among their souvenirs and
may be willing to contribute them to
the library, which will take steps to
assure their preservation.

The following missing issues are re-
quired:

The Telescope—All issues except Vol.
1, Nos. 1 and 2;

White Twist—All issues except 1954;

Royal Canadian Naval College Log—
All issues except Vol. 5, No. 3;

The Log—Royal Roads—Vols. 1 to 9
inclusive, Vol. 11 and from Vol. 13 to
date;

Supply Mercury—Vol. 1, No. 1 only;

Wave Off—Vol. 3, Nos 3 and 4, July
and October 1952; Vol. 4, Nos. 3 and 4,

This is by way of saying that the
fourth edition of “Naval Customs,
Traditions and Usage”, by Vice-Admiral
Leland P. Lovette, USN (Ret.), is very
nearly as valuable to the Royal Cana-
dian Navy (or any other) as to the
USN, for which it was specifically
written,

The book is not merely a compendium
of the oddities that set the seaman apart
from the landsman, such as that delight-
ful little book of Cdr. W. N. T. Beckett’s,
“A Few Naval Customs, Expressions,
Traditions and Superstitions”. It ranges
widely through naval etiquette, social
customs, historical background of the
U.S. Navy and the common traditions
of all seamen.

The first edition of Admiral Lovette’s
work was published in 1934. The fourth
edition finds about half the material
that appeared in the earlier editions
re-written, the rest revised and new
material and illustrations added.

The appendices, which make up
nearly a third of the book, contain a

appealed through the—pages—of—the

- “United States Naval Institute Proceed-

ings” for suggestions and information—
an appeal that led to the appearance of
the section on the RCN mess dinner
and several other items about the RCN
and RN, contributed by a member of
the Naval Historian’s staff, Philip
Chaplain,

“Naval Customs” is not a book to be
picked up and read at a sitting. It is
much too rich a brew for that. Portions
can be read for amusement, others for
instruction and the whole as a solid and
informative guide to the way of life that
in the Navy.—H.M.C.

“NAVAL CUSTOMS, TRADITIONS, AND
USAGE", fourth edition, by Vice-Admiral
Leland P. Lovette, USN (Ret.); published by
United States Naval Institute, Annapolis,
Maryland; 358 pages; illustrated; $5.50.

U.K. Institution
Increases Rales
Because of a great increase in opera-

ting expenses, the Council of the Royal -

United Service Institution, with head-

July and October 1953.

LETTER TO EDITOR

Dear Sir:

I think it quite superfluous to men-
tion that I have a great admiration for
the Royal Canadian Navy as portrayed
in your very excellent journal, and I
always find its contents most interest-
ing.

I beg to refer to your July 1959 issue.
On page three it looks very much as
though the flags “Negative” and “Z” on
board HMCS Gatineau are upside down.

On page twenty-nine, the Russian

- cruiser Aurora should not be flying the

ensign at the jack-staff. The jack at

that time was a composition not unlike

our own Union Jack at a distance.
With best compliments,

Yours truly -

H. P. MEAD
(Commander, RN)
Lloyd’s,
London, EC3,
England.
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