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“We were the first that ever burst
Into that silent sea.”

The words of Coleridge’s ancient mariner
are applicable to the scene on the opposite
page only in a limited degree. The Labra-
dor is pictured as she made the first passage
of a ship from ecast to west through Fury
and Hecla Strait during her survey to de-
termine the usefulness of the strait as an
entrance from Hudson Bay to the North-
west Passage. Eight years earlier the U.S,
icebreakers Edisto and Eastwind had passed
through the narrow waterway from west to
east.

The calm and uneventful passage of the
Labrador, so well exemplified in the ser-
enity of the picture, was scarcely typical.
The Edisto, attempting to follow the Lab-
rador through, was trapped in the ice, lost
a propeller and had to be assisted back to
Foxe Basin—thus providing two additional
unscheduled passages through the strait for
the Labrador. Alone, the Labrador con-
tinued deep into the Arctic on her mission
of research and discovery,

Now “the great white bathtub”, as crew
members have lovingly dubbed her, has
completed another useful season in the Far
North—her third since her commissioning
in 1954 and her successful navigation that
year of the Northwest Passage, (LAB-1857)

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.
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The Cover — The “Tracker” — otherwise the CS2F-1 — has
joined the Fleet, This painting of the Royal Canadian Navy’s
new anti-submarine -aircraft is the work of R. W. Bradford, who
is in charge of technical illusiration at the de Havilland Aircraft
of Canada Ltd., and is from a portfolio of paintings of Canadian
aircraft published in Aircraft magazine, Toronto, last March. It
appears here through the courtesy of R. G. (Bob) Halford, editor
of Aircraft.

This 1"hpy mayv-_do by annding an-_order fo
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Photographic Section, quot-
ing the negative number of the photograph,
giving the size and finish required, and en-
closing a money order for the full amount,
payable to the Receiver General of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the new National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10

6% x Bl glossy finish only ............ 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......... .50
11 x 14 matte finish only .............. 1.00
16 x 20 ' s 3.00
20 x 24 “ “ i 4,00
30 x 40 ¢ * e 8.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 for
12 issues.

Persons desirous of receiving
their own private copies by mail
should send their orders, accom-
panied by cheque or money or-
der made out to the Receiver
General of Canada, to:—

THE QUEEN’'S PRINTER,

75 St. Patrick Stireet,
Ottawa, Ont,

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa.
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sweeper constructed in 1940-41. The
second was one of the six Bay class
minesweepers turned over to France in
1954, She was renamed La Paimpolaise.

The first Thunder was commissioned
in October 1941, During the next two
and one-half years she steamed nearly
125,000 miles on minesweeping, escori
and patrol duties in the western At-
lantic,

In early 1944 she proceeded to the
United Kingdom in preparation for the
invasion of Europe, Subsequenily, as
a memper of the Royal Navy’s 4th
Minesweeping Flotilla, she carried out
minesweeping operations in English and
French coastal watlers. These included
the pre~invasion sweep of the channel
io the Normandy beachhead.

She went 1o Canada in August 1944
for refit, returning overseas in Novem-
ber to join the all-Canadian 31st Mine-
sweeping Flolilla,

In April 1945 the Thunder helped
clear the mouth of the Gironde River,
to allow Free French warships to bom-
bard Bordeaux.

In company with the DBritish de-
stroyer Bulldog, the Thunder had the
honour of being the first Canadian ship
io put in 1o the Channel Islands and
aid in their repatriation.

Prior to returning to Canada, the
Thunder, along with other ships of the
31st Minesweeping Flotilla, helped clear
a path for the Queen Elizabeth and the
Queen Mary when they returned to
their home port of Southampion for
the first time since the beginning of
the war.

The Thunder was paid off in October

Jonquiere Destroys
Drifting Mine

A Dbarnacle ~ covered Second World
War Japanese mine was hunied down
and destroyed off the west coast of
Vancouver Island by ships of the Sec-

-

BCA CONTEST

FTYHE THIRD annual essay contest
r of the Bureau of Current Affairs
has as its subject “What NATO Means
{0 Canada”. Prizes will {otal $175,
made up of a first prize of $100, second
of $50 and third of $25,

The contest closes February 28, 1957,
The rules are as follows:

All men and women of the three ser-
vice up to and including Chief Petty
Officer and Warrant Officer (Regular
Force) are eligible,

Put your name, rank and service
number at the top of the page. Make
vour copy legible. It may be typewrit-
ien or wrillen in ink, Your essay may
be writlen in English or in French,
Write on one side of the paper only.

All entries become the property of
the Crown. Judge’s decision will be
final. You accept these rules when you
enter the contest,

Send your essay to the nearest Cur-
rent Affairs Adviser at one of the fol-
lowing addresses:

Headguarters, Quebec Command,
2530 Atwater Avenue,
Montreal.

ond Canadian Escort Squadron in early
October,

First report of a floaling mine some
four miles southeast of Carmanah Point
was received by naval intelligence at
Esquimalt at 11,25 a.m. from the De-
partment of Transport. The mine had
been reported by the f{fishing vessel
Bounty One,

Naval operations passed the report
to the Second Canadian Escort Squad-
ron and the frigates Jonquiere, New
Glasgow, Ste. Therese, Stettler and
Sussexvale were detached from exer-
cises to search for the mine and destroy
it. At 3 p.m. the frigate Jonquiere in-
formed the Esquimalt naval base that
the mine had heen detected and de-
stroyed.

The ships carried on with their sched-
uled exercises.

Naval authorities believe the mine
to have been a wartime moored mine
which after years of corrosion had
broken away from its anchorage, bobbed
to the surface and drifted with the ocean
currents to the west coast of Vancouver
Island where it was finally noticed and
destroyed.

Convoy 1956
A Personal Impression

It was 0415, They appeared as small
points of light on the face of the radar
display. Bearing 135¢, range 14 miles
—six ships. They would have been
picked up earlier, but the radar had
been out of service. Almost at the
same time, they were sighted visually,
as smudges on a dark horizon. ‘Sig-
nalman, make the challenge.” (Down
the voice pipe to the Captain: “Six

—1945—and—turned—over—to—War—Assets

Corporation for disposal.

Churchill Defies
Poor Reception

Poor radio conditions, attributed to
sunspot aclivity, dogged the Labrador
during her 1956 mission in the waters
of the Canadian Eastern Arctic.

Not only did the Labrador and the
U.S. ships serving with her find it hard
to read the signals from otlher ships
and shore statlions, but the shore sta-
tions also found it hard to untangle
ships’ messages from the almospheries.

One shore slation which stolidly set-
tled down and dealt wilh this tangled
traffic was HMCS Churchill, the naval
radio station at Churchill, Manitoha.

Churchill, among all the shore sta-
tions handling traffic to Task Force
6 in the eastern Arctic, was singled
out for praise by Rear-Admiral R.
Mason, USN, commander of the task
force, who said Churchill had always
shown a readiness to put forth the
extra effort required {o receive and
relay weak signals.

Admiral Mason said task group com-
manders had praised “most highly”
the services rendered by Churchill.

Headquarters, Central Command,
Ortona Barracks,
Oakville, Ontario.

Headquarters, Western Command,"
Kingsway Avenue,
Edmonton, Alberta.

Headquarters, B.C. Area,
4050 West 4th Avenue,
Vancouver, B,C.

HMCS Stadacona,
Halifax, N.S.

14 Group Headquarters,
RCAF Station Winnipeg,
Stevenson Field,
Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Personnel serving in FEurope should
send their essays to Current Affairs
Adviser, HQ, 2 Cdn. Inf. Brigade
Group, Soest, Westfalen Germany,
CAPO 5050. 'Those serving in other
countries should send their essays di-
rect to the Bureau of Current Affairs,
NDHQ, Ottawa,

ships in sight, sir. Bearing 135—14
miles,”)

As I said these words my mind could
not help but flash back to yester-
years, and wartime convoys.

There was a difference, of course;
ithe ships approaching our rendezvous
turned on their navigation lights, No
guns' crews closed up at dawn action
stations. No asdic pinging in search
of an unseen enemy. This was 1956
not 1944. The ships were, however,
to form a convoy, though the escorts
were neither {frigales or destroyers,
but icebreakers. The enemy was nhot
the U-boat, but ice.

This was a convoy forming at the
northern end of Hudson Strait to be
escorted into Foxe Basin, where it
would land supplies for the DEW Line.
It was the Labrador’s responsibility,
together with the USN’s icebreaker
Edisto, to escort the ships through any
ice which might he encountered.

As we set about our task of form-
ing up the ships into two columns,
and getting them under way I could
not help thinking as I looked at the
collection of LSDs, merchant ships and
solitary tanker, how familiar the sight
seemed although the circumstances
were somewhat different from those
iwelve years ago.—W.B.H.
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HMCS New Glasgow
NORPAC '56.

140* 130° 120°

NEW GLASGOW CONDUCTS
NORTH PACIFIC SURVEY

URING August, the frigate New

Glasgow acted as survey ship
for Norpac ’56, the annual oceano-
graphic survey of the North Pacific
between 40° N. and 56° N. and 130° W,
and 175° W., almost two-thirds of the
way across the ocean.

The Department of Fisheries, through
the Pacific Oceanographic Group at Na-
naimo, B.C., originates these cruises to
determine, among other things, the Pa-
cific areas frequented by various fish
species. To carry out the necessary
tests, involving casts into the sea, the
New Glasgow was fitted with a two-
drum winch, each drum carrying 3,000
fathoms of wire.

Seven scientists from Nanaimo were
on board, headed by A. J. Dodimead.
The ship was stopped for casts about
every six hours or 80 miles, with the
scientists on each occasion taking two
water bottle ecasts to 500 and 1,200
fathoms, for water and temperature
samples. A plankton net was also
streamed for marine life at the sur-
face. In between stops the ship’s speed
was reduced for bathythermograph
casts for the sea’s temperature gradient.

The ship’s only ports of call were
Kodiak in the Gulf of Alaska, and Adak
in the Aleutian Islands. The United
States Navy displayed its usual hos-

" pitality to the ship’s company in both
bases, The main attractions at the
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ports proved to be fishing, and in this
fisherman’s paradise very few of the
anglers were disappointed. Humpback
salmon and sea trout were most plenti-
ful.

On the final leg of the cruise a mem-
ber of the ship’s company, Ord. Sea.
Neil Grill, developed acute appendicitis
and required immediate surgery. At-
tempts were made to obtain an air
evacuation but this was not possible.

The U.S. Coast Guard arranged a
rendezvous with the USNS General
Hugh J. Gaffey, a large transport with
ample medical facilities. The rendez-
vous was effected and Ordinary Sea-
man Grill was transferred to the
General Gaffey in a Neil Robertson
stretcher via the Gaffey’s motor cutter.
Word was later received that Ord. Sea.
Grill was successfully operated on and
enjoying the trip to San Francisco.

The New Glasgow returned to sta-
tion. A few pumfer and salmon were
caught at stops and provided ample
excitement, A sockeye salmon was
caught by the supply officer, Lieut. (S)
C. P. Ilsley. This species is rarely
caught by hook and is normally taken
by seine or gill nets.

On Sunday, September 2, the New
Glasgow, after having steamed 8,141
miles, entered Esquimalt, her mission
completed. Although certain jocular
terms have been bandied about such

as “survey boat” and “fish packer”,
there can be no doubt as to the use-
fulness of the New Glasgow’s part in
the survey of the Northern Pacific.

CAPT. CROSS JOINS
VETERANS’ BOARD

Captain Paul B. Cross, OBE, RCN(R)
(Ret’d), of Halifax has been appointed
a member of the War Veteran’s Allow-
ance Board at Ottawa. He succeeds
Thomas Fenton, also of Halifax, who
has retired. '

Capt. Cross, a native of Saint John,
N.B., went on active service with the
RCNVR in August, 1939, in the rank
lieutenant-commander. He first became
associated with the Navy in 1923 when
he entered the RCNVR, in the Saint
John division as an acting sub-lieuten-
ant.

His first appointment at the outbreak of
the Second World War was as staft offi-
cer to the Naval Control Service Officer
at Saint John and later he was in com-
mand of the naval division, which he
commanded before the war.

In 1941 he was appointed to HMS
Rajputana and was among the survivors
when the armed merchant cruiser was
torpedoed off Iceland in April of that
year. Shortly after this he was assigned
to HMS Ramillies (battleship) and then,
following courses with the Royal Navy,
went to HMCS Rosthern (corvette) in
command.

While in the Rosthern, Captain Cross
was senior officer of the escort group
in several convoys and took part in
several actions against submarines. His
ship also played a prominent part in
rescue work and on one occasion he
was mentioned-in-despatches for ‘“cour-
age, skill, and whole-hearted devotion
to duty while under conditions of great
hardship.”

Experiences while in the Rosthern led
Captain Cross to devise what came to
be known as the “Rosthern Rescue Net”,
an oversized net swung from a boom,
which reduced the time required to take
exhausted and oil-covered survivors
from sub-infested waters.

In late 1943 he was appointed Assist-
ant Naval Officer-in-Charge and King’s |
Harbour Master at St. John’s, Nfid., and
in January, 1944, he was appointed to
Naval Headquarters as Chief Staff Offi-
cer Reserves and a member of the
Naval Board.

Following the war Captain Cross re-
turned to Saint John, N.B,, first as East-
ern Regional Administrator and later as

Regional Administrator (Maritimes)
with the Department of Veterans
Affairs.






The presentation was initiated by
the communication officers of the RCN
in memory of Lt.-Cdr. 1. C. Mackay,
who was tragically killed in an auto-
mobile accident in 1951 while on his
way to take an appointment on the
West Coast, thereby ending a distin-
guished career in naval communications.

The other members of the course
who qualified as specialist “C” officers
at the same time were: Lieut. L. T.
Blair, Lieut. R. J. K. Hamilton, Lieut.
C. A. Stewart, and Lieut. P. E. Robin-
son, :

PMO Appointed
For Bonaventure

New appointments for two senior
officers of the medical branch of the
Royal Canadian Navy have been an-
nounced,

Surgeon Cdr. Walter J. Elliot will
become Principal Medical Officer of the

Bonaventure when the new aircraft:

carrier commissions at Belfast, North-
ern. Ireland. He went to Belfast to
organize the ship’s medical department
during the final stages of construction.

Succeeding Cdr. Elliot as Principal
Medical Officer of Stadacona, and of the
RCN hospital there, is Surgeon Cdr.
Richard A. G. Lanec.

Navy Wives Aid
Hospital Bazaar

A few years ago “kermesse” was
relatively unknown in the Atlantic
Command. Today it is an annual event
which comes in for a good deal of at-
tention by the officers and men and
their families.

Kermesse is an annual bazaar spon-
sored by the women’s auxiliary of the
Children’s Hospital of Halifax to raise
funds for the provisions of special
equipment and facilities for the hos-
pital which otherwise would not be
available. Incidentally the word “ker-
messe” also spelled “kermis”, is from
the Dutch and means ‘“village fair”.

A few years ago some of the wives
of the officers and men of the command
felt they could contribute to this worth-
while cause and from a rather small
beginning the Navy's contribution now
adds no little part to the {festivities.
Stadacona’s band is always a highlight
and the merry-go-round and hobby
horses provide great amusement for all
the children. Three stalls are set up
and offer for sale all articles that have
been made and donated by the wives
in the command.

Naval wives have proved themselves
to be capable saleswomen as few ar-
ticles are left unsold. In addition to
these activities the naval wives also
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sponsor a raffie of a painting, kindly
donated by Cdr. Anthony Law.

The Kermesse this year was held on
June 20 and drew a record attendance
of over 2,000, netting the auxiliary ap-
proximately $5,200. The naval wives
were responsible for $1,450 of this
amount.

The money will be used to endow
two beds in the newly enlarged hos-
pital.

The active effort of navy men and
their wives in a community project such
as this is an excellent example of the
spirit of co-operation which makes ser-
vice personnel a part of any community.

Commendation
For Communicator

Commendation by Vice-Admiral F.
C. Denebrink, USN, Commander of the
Military Seca  Transport Service, and
cndorsed by Admiral Arleigh Burke,
USN, Chief of US Naval Operations,
and by the Naval Board of Canada,
has been awarded to CPO Gerald J.
Dufour, Cornwallis, for his communica-
tions work while in the Labrador dur-
ing the 1955 Arctic opcrations.

CPO Dufour was paid tribute for the
outstanding scrvices he performed in
keeping the communications of the
Arctic Task Group working cfficiently
under cxtremecly adverse conditions.

In particular, the commendation
stated, “His technical skill and willing-
ness to devote his time and talent un-
ceasingly, enabled all traffic to be
passed with a minimum of time lag.”

FRIGATES REPAIR

The memory of a humble English
farm boy, who becamec one of the
world’s great ndvigators and contri-
buted greatly to the opening up of the
Pacific coast of North America, was
honoured recently by two frigates of
the Royal Canadian Navy which landed
a party to restore the monument erected
to him on the shores of Hawaii.

The man who rose from lowly be-
ginnings to greatness as both a scien-
tist and naval officer was Captain James
Cook, who was slain when the natives
tragically misinterpreted his intentions
at Kealakekua Bay, Hawaii, in 1779.
During their recent training cruise to
the Hawaiian Islands, the frigates Ste.
Therese and Stettler landed work
parties to restore the monument which
stands near the spot where Captain
Cook was slain. :

. The monument itself was in fairly
good condition, but its surroundings re-
quired attention. The vegetation around
the plot was weeded and trimmed and
a new concrete walk was laid, Badges

Born in Windsor, Ont., 36 years ago,
CPO Dufour entered the RCNVR as
an ordinary seaman in September 1940.
He served during the war in a num-
ber of ships and establishments, among
them the corvettes Sorel, Napanee and
Summenrside.

Demobilized in July 1945 he re-en-
tered the navy, this time in the regular
force, in December 1946. He has since
served in the destroyers Iroquois and
Haida, at Albro Lake Naval Radio Sta-
tion, and in the coastal escort Portage,
as well as in Cornwallis and the Lab-
rador.

The presentation of the commenda-
tion was made at Cornwallis recently
by Cdr. W. H. Howe, Officer-in-Charge
Communications School, where CPO
Dufour is now serving.

227 Wrens Take
Summer Training

The wrens are back in the Navy, it
was obvious at Cornwallis this past
summer. There were five .classes of
rescrve new entry wrens with an aver-
age of 40 a class, plus 19 reserve wrens
on branch training in the Communica-
tion School and seven doing on-the-job
training in their respective branches.

This gave a total of approximatcly
227 wrens, with the last onec complet-
ing her training on August 31.

The girls came from naval divisions
across Canada, including Chippawa,
York, Discovery, Cabot and many more.
For some of the wrens it was their first
trip away from home and, after a

COOK MONUMENT

from each ship were imbedded in the
concrcte to commemorate the visit of
the Canadian frigates.

On completion of the repair work a
guard was paraded and the command-
ing officer of the Stettler, Lt.-Cdr. G.
R. MacFarlane, of Edmonton and Vic-
toria, laid a wreath at-‘the base of the
monument.

The Ste. Therese, whose personnel
shared in the renovation of the monu-
ment and the ceremony, is commanded
by Lt.-Cdr. P. J. Pratley, of Westmount,
Quec.

Their respects paid to an honoured
sailor of old, the frigates weighed an-
chor and proceeded to Pearl Harbour
to resume their exercises.

Captain Cook discovered the Ha-
waiian Islands, which he named the
“Sandwich Islands”, on January 18,
1778, and was slain there during a re-
turn voyage 13 months later. A bronze
plate below high tide marks the ‘exact
spot where he fell.





















to Portland, Ore., Seattle, Wash., Nel-
son, B.C., Vancouver or Victoria.
logic, more commonly atiributed to his
neighbours north of the border in the
Old Country, Lt,~-Cdr. Crowther decided
he would go as far as he could for the
money—Victoria,

“Saturdays seem tlo have played an
important part of my life,” he recalled,
“and it was on one of these that I finally
reached Victoria, The next day, Sun-
day, I went for a walk around Beacon
Hill Park., That was March 1912 and
the scenery there was lovely. I knew
then, as I walked around, that this was
where I would slay in Canada.”

However, work was hard to find in
the capital city, even with the street-
paving and ditch-digging gangs.

Looking for work one day in Vie-
toria he happened to pass by the fire
station and, on the spur of the moment,
went in and applied for a job. The
fact that he knew nothing about the
work did not deter him in the slightest,
However, his application was turned
down because he had not been able to
" have three responsible people to coun-
tersign it for him as to his character
and capability.

“I didn’t know three people, I didn’t
even know onec other person,” he
chuckled, as he recalled his first at-
tempt to get into the service in which
he was later to achieve distinction,
As he left the fire station, he noticed
another building mnearby, the police
station. 'With nothing to lose, he went
in there and applied for a job as a
policeman. This time he had more
luck. He was taken on the force as

With -

And so the years went by until 1916
when he joined up for service with the
Coast Brigade, Field Artillery, in Vie-
toria. Shortly after this he was drafted
overseas where he was attached to the
9th Battery of the Canadian Expedi-
tionary Force. Although he took part
in many of the bitter campaigns in
France and Belgium and was in the
“Big Push”, he considered himself
lucky only to be gassed three times,

“It could have been much worse,”
he recalled. “I remember one day we
were having our gas masks checked
to see that they were in good working
order, I pulled my mask out and there,
lodged inside of it was a chunk of
shrapnel which had torn its way
through the container but had been
stopped by the mask., That was a
close call, Another time, a piece of
shrapnel tore a pocket right off my
bandolier, My guardian angel was
working overtime in those days!”

With the war ended, Lt.-Cdr. Crow-
ther returned to Victoria and went
back to the fire department, where he
stayed until 1941 reaching the rank of
fire lieutenant. It was at that time that
the head of the city fire department
had been asked by the Naval Service
authorities if they could recommend
someone to assist them in setting up
their own organization in HMC Dock-
yard.

Messages Tell
Of Brolken Dream

Tell me not, in mournjul numbers,

special constable. The job lasted for
three months. He was not tall enough
for the regular force.

“T don’t know why,” he said, “but
cven when I spent those three months
with the police force the ideca of the
fire service had kept running around
in my head. When I knew I was not
able to stay with the police, I went and
saw the police chief and the inspector
and asked them if they would give me
a character refcrence so that I could
try again for the fire department. I
was able to get another responsible
person to add his name to my applica-
tion and as soon as I had those three
names I put in for a post with the fire
department.”

This time his application was ac-
cepted and he was notified to report
for duty on September 2, 1912, with the
Victoria City Fire Department,

For $75 a month, he worked as an
ordinary fireman.
firemen were allowed onc day off a
week., The remainder of the time they
were on standby duty 24 hours a day.

In those days the -

Lt.-Cdr. Crowther was the man selec-
ted and in October 1941 he was given
leave of absence by the city to assist
the RCN in cstablishing their own fire
service, He served for two and a half
yvears in a civilian capacity and then
was given the rank of lieutenant in the
RCNVR in May 1944, He carried on
until September 1946, when he was
“demobbed”. However, he remained in
Dockyard to carry on with his duties,
again in a civilian capacity. Then in
1949 Lt.-Cdr. Crowther went back into
naval -uniform, on continuous naval
duty.

When he took over in Dockyard, the
fire equipment consisted of two hand-
drawn reels and he had ten sailors to
man these. Up until his appointment
the fire-fighting responsibility for the
dockyard had come under the jurisdic-
tion of the RCMP, who were serving
there at the time.

“My first job when I went to Dock-
vard,” Lt.-Cdr. Crowther explained,
“was to carry out an inspection of all
the establishments in Esquimalt., Then
we would use any available boiler-
room for holding fire drills. Soon I
was able to build up a fire-fighting
group composed of civilians and then
we were able to have all our hydrants
and couplings changed and brought up-
to-date.

“The most important thing, however,
was that we had a fire station built
in 1942, the same building that is now
in use,” he added. “From that point
on it was a case of gradual expansion.
We acquired a pumper for Naden and
then had a fire station built there. Next

Lifeis but—an empty dreant!
For the soul is dead that slumbers,
And things are not what they seem.

—Longfellow

And they aren't, darn it, as is made
fully plain in a couple of messages
that passed {hrough the communica-
tions centre at Naval Hcadquarters
not so long ago.

The first message, addressed to Naval
Headquarters, Ottawa, by Admiralty,
said:

“Complaint alleging non - delivery
has heen received concerning a radio
telegram originated 1545 20th Febru-
ary addressed Ord. Sea. .....ccvvvvius s
Morecambe Bay, and transmitted to
Halifax under serial 5/4819/29th Febr-
uary.

“Request investigation®.

This message, dated August 23, was
replied {o the following day, not by
Canavhed, but by HMS Marecambe
Bay, and explained all:

“Radio telegram was received on
21st February and signed for by ad-
dressee on that day.

“Letter from home enquiring about
receipt of ahove used the word ‘radio-
gram’', This was taken at face value
by recipient who was thus expecting
a record player.”

we gol a truck and a building we could
house it in at Royal Roads. This was
followed by the construction of a fire
station at Belmont in 1954 and then
we put equipment and fire-fighters in-
to Pat Bay for our naval air organiza-
tion there. A fire station was set up
at Rocky Point, the RCN’s ammunition

storage magazine, and another at the

naval ammunition depot at Kamloops.”

In addition to serving the naval needs
in the Pacific Command the Naval Fire
Service provides the same service for

‘military establishments in the area and

assists the Municipality of Esquimalt
on request.

Before retiring, Lt.-Cdr. Crowther was
a guest of honour at a special party
held by the Naval Fire Service. In
recognition of his excellent record, fire
chiefs from a number of municipalities
were present to pay tribute to him.

Lt.-Cdr. Crowther, who is married
and has three daughters, was succeeded
by Lieut. (SB) N. A. Duval, who be-
fore this appointment was serving at
Naval Headquarters.
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Books for the Sailor

OPERATIONAL HISTORY
OF MEDICAL SERVICES

OLUME I of “The Official History
V of the Canadian Medical Services
1939-1945”, dealing with the organiza-
{ion of the Canadian Medical Services
and the campaigns in which they were
represented, has just appeared. Volume
II, covering clinical subjects and pre-
senting statistics for all services, ap-
peared in 1953,

In Canada, medical services were
placed on an organizational basis in
1885. The Riel Rebellion and South
African War found them active., The
Canadian Army Medical Corps itself
may be said to date from 1909. At
the outbreak of the First World War, it
was comparatively small in numbers
but was probably as well prepared as
any other corps. The years following
the war again cut down its strength.
Medical mobilization plans were frag-
mentary at the outbreak of the Second
World War.

Letter to Editor
Sir:

Further to the remarks on the left-
handed commander on page 11 of the
August number of The Crowsnest:
Leftenant is the traditional pronuncia-
tion of the word, and Chaucer spelled

These early years are touched on
briefly, The rest of the volume pre-
sents a comprehensive and closely-de-
{ailed hislory of organizalion, admini-
stration and campaigns of the army
medical services during the Second
World War.

Medical services of the Royal Can-
adian Air Force are considered, while
a brief section (pp. 327-337) touches
on those in the Royal Canadian Navy,
Before 1939, an extremely small nucleus
of practising physicians, who held com-
missions in the Royal Canadian Naval
Volunieer Reserve, examined recruits
for the reserve divisions. The result
was that at the outbreak of war, there
were few medical officers in the Royal
Canadian Navy who were familiar with
the standards of physical fitness the
service required of its recruilts, That
the newly entered doctors in the re-
cruiting centres learned quickly was
shown, however, when the recruitls
reached the coast. Of these men, only
10-1 per cent were rejected upon medi-
cal grounds, and of those accepted only
3:5 per cent were later eliminated for
medical reasons. These were the low-
est rates for any service.

In September 1939 there were no
naval hospitals. But improvised wards
quickly appeared and ultimately nine

that each base was eventually equipped
to meet all its needs.

While in these few pages, the history
and organization of the Naval Medical
Services and the opportunily made
available to them of enjoying the re-
search facililies of the Banting-Best
Institute, are covered reasonably well,
some picture of the services in action
is disappointingly wanting. Better use
of available source material might have
been made.

Several accounts contributed by med-
ical officers who were in action might
have been ulilized to give an idea of
the particular type of conditions under
which war time medical attention at
sea was frequently given. We have in
mind reporis such as those of the Can-
adian surgeon lieutenant in the armed
merchant cruiser Voltaire, who has
related his experiences both during
the sinking of the ship and his later
confinement in a prison camp, or of
those describing the agonizing condi-
tions under which ireatment was ap-
plied to the broken bodies salvaged
from the mined Weyburn.

This volume, like the first, is thor-
ough and definitive in the field of
military medicine. The solid binding
and attractive presentation leave noth-
ing to be desired.—C.H.B.

OFFICIAL HISTORY OF THE CANADIAN
MEDICAL SERVICES, 1939-1945. Vol. 1. Or-
ganization and Campaigns; 1956. 568 pp.
Edited by W. R. Feasby, BA, MD, illus-
trated with paintings and photographs by
Canadian war artists and pholographers;
maps drawn by Captain C. C. J. Bond; pub-

it just as I have here. Pronunciations
without the “f’ are influenced by the
spelling which was altered to conform
with the French at a later period. On
ihe subject of peculiar naval pronuncia-
tions Punch pulblished this poem in 1939
or 1940. 1 don’t remember the title.

A number of RNVR jokes’l

Be based on the fallacy that we
can’t pronounce forecastle,

And other examples by tons’ll

Occur to you, for example theve’s
studdingsail;

A number of us know how to say
lecward, .

Having picked it up from some old
seadog of a stooard.

But' I think our only mistake’ll

Be about the pronunciation of
tackle:

Not a one, not a single man jack’ll

Forgive us for calling it tackle.

The verse is at least a good mnemaonic
for new hands.

Yours truly, )
PHILIP CHAPLIN
Manotick, Ont,

naval hospitals were built. Labora-
tories and specialisls were added so

P

lishied™ by Superintendent of Government
Publications, Department of Public Printing
and Stationery, Oltawa; $5.

SIX RETIREMENTS ANNOUNCED

CPO DONALD CURRIE, 37, C2ET4, Wa-
dena, Sask., joined September 23, 1936; served
in Stadacona, St. Laurent, Skeena, Reindeer,
Snowberry, Spikenard, Avalon, Ottawa, Corn-
wallis, Niobe, Peregrine, Crescent, Scotiun,
Nootla, La Hulloise, Llewellyn, Magnificent,
Bytown, Iroquois; awarded Long Service and
Good Conduct Medal; retired October 10,
1956.

CPO GUY ATTWOOD CROSS, 37, C2RP2,
of Mosher River, N.S., joined June 6, 1936;
served in Stadacona, Saguenay, St. Laurent,
Skeena, Ottawda, Lynx, Avalon 11, Awvalon,
Bittersweet, Fredericton, Georgian, Cornwal-
1is, RCNAS, Iroquois, Nootka, Haida, Mag-
nificent, La Hulloise, Portage, York; awarded
Canadian Forces Decoration; retired June 5,
1956,

CPO THOMAS DAVIS, 38, C1IEM3, Guelph,
Ontario, joined September 23, 1936; served
in Stadacona, Saguenay, Gaspe, Skeena, Res-
tigouche, Niobe, HMS Buxton, Cornwallis,
Warrior, New Waterford, Royal Mount, Per-
egrine, Peterborough, Magnificent, Micmac;
awarded Canadian TForces Decoration; retired
September 22, 1956,

CPO JOHN LESLIE MATTHEWS, 44,
C1Cs4, Lachute, P.Q., joined Oclober 20,
1930; served in Naden, HMS Victory, HMS
Hood, Armentieres, Vancouver, Fraser, Co-
mox, St. Hyacinthe, Prince David, Niobe,
Fortune, Saskatchewan, Prince Rupert, Naval
Radio Station Chimo, Avalon, Gloucester,
Bytown, Coverdale, Discovery; awarded Can-
adian Forces Decoration; retired November
6, 1956.

CPO ROBERT KIRBY PARRY, 41, CINS3,
joined Seplember 2, 1935; served in Stada-
conda, Saguenay, Fundy, Venture, Prince
David. Ambler, Gaspe, Restigouche, Bytown,
Conestoga, Star, Puncher, Naden, Uganda,
Peregrine, Fort Ramsay, York, Wallaceburg,
Scotian Queen Charlotte, Shearwater, Corn-
wallis, Haida, Huron; awarded Canadian
Forces Decoration; retired October 30, 1956,

CPO JOHN JOSEPH TAYLOR, 38, C2RT4,
of Halifax, joined June 8, 1936, served in
Stadacona,’ Saguenay, Skeena, Naden, Os-
prey, Victory, Dominion, Niobe, Nimrod,
Hepatica, Cornwallis, Peregrine, Scotian, Iro-
quois, Magnificent, Newport Corners, Que-
beec; awarded Long Service and Good Con-
duct Medal; retired July 13, 1956.
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LOWER DECK PROMOTIONS

Following is a further list of promo-
tions of men on the lower deck. The
list is arranged in alphabetical order,
with each man’s new rating, branch and
trade group shown opposite his name,

ABNEY, Ernest T.............. LSPW2
ADAMS, Paul-Emile J.......... LSAAl
ALGATE, Charles D............ LSQRI1
ALLARD, Marcel J............. LSTD2
ANDERSON, Boyd............. LSEM1
ANDERSON, Murray M......... LSNS1
ARMSTRONG, Gerald A........ LSRP1
ARSENAULT, Alyre J........... P2RP3
AYRES, Stanley T............. LSAWI1
BAINBRIDGE, John R.......... LSRP1
BARNES, James L............. LSQM2
BEACH, Harry C......... e P2EF3
BEATON, Hayward H........... LSAA1L
BERENDS, Robert.......... ~....LSAA1
BERGERON, Roger J........... LSCK1
BERTIN, Reginald J............ LSCS2
BOWNESS, Kendrick W......... P1RP3
BRISDON, John H.............. C2ET4
BROOKS, Gordon D............ P2PW2
BROWN, AllenR............... LSQM1
BROWN, Kenneth F............ P2QR2
BRYNILDSEN, Sidney W........ P1ET4
BUOTE, Raymond J............ P2QM2
BURKE, Gerald A.............. P2TD2
BURNS, Patrick J.............. LSRP1
CADIEUX, Gaston J............ LSQM1
CHAINE, Real................. LSEMI1
CHALMERS, Thomas........... LSEMI1
CHAPMAN, Howard K.......... P1RA4
CHAPMAN, Ronald L........... LSRN3
CLARK, Kingsley W............ LSEM1
COKER, Roy T...vivvivvninnnns LSAF1
COLE, George S........covvvnes LSRP2
COLWELL, Harvey W.......... LSPW1
COMEAU, Roger J............. LSMAI1
COMEAU, William M........... LSEM1
COOKE, Bruce A..........c..... LSRT3
COOPER, Ralph................ LSNS2
CROMWELL, Hanford H........ LSAAL
CROUGH, Francis P............ LSRN3
CROWE, Donald J.............. LSTD2
CUMMING, Herbert H.......... LSEM1
CURRIE, Thomas G............. LSEGS3
CUSSON, Richard J............ LSMALl
DAVIES, William J............. LSEM1
DEVEAUX Eugene J............ LSRP1
DODD,David S................. LSTD1
DOLHUM, Walter.............. LSPR2
DOUCETTE, Donald J.......... LSAA1
DOUCETTE, Vernon D......... P2QM2
DOUGHERTY, Malcolm F....... LSRP2
DOWNS, Stephen.............. LSQMI1
DRAKE, Gordon H.......... . LSQML
EDMONDSON, Stewart G........ P2EG3
EDMUNDS, Leonard J,.......... LSRP1
EDWARDS, Frederick J......... LSTD1
ELTON, James R.......covvuunn LSAP2
ERIKSEN, Donald K..,......... LSEM1
FAA, Harold M........c0o0nrennn P1ET4
FERGUSON, Harold J........... LSTD2

FISHER, Martin E............. LSQM1
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FLUSKEY, William H.......... P1EM4
FORSBERG, Clarence D........LSQM1
FOX, Wesley D...ovovvveeint LSRP1
GATENSBY, Harold S.......... P2QM2
GEHRING, Harvey J........... LSCK2
GIBSON, James A............... P1RT4
GILL, James........viieeinnnn. P2PR2
GLOVER, William D............ P1QR2
GRAHAM, John C.............. LSCRI1
GREEN, Calvin J............... LSCRI1
GRIFFIN, Emmett J............ LSAW2
HAAS, Russell C................ P1ET4
HALLDORSON, James M., ...... P1ER4
HARRISON, Ronald L.......... LSEM1
HARRISON, Terrance M........ LSRP2
HAYES, Lloyd E................ LSVS1
HENDERSON, William J........ P2ED3
HOWARD, Beverly M.......... LSMAI1
HOYLE, Harry G............... P2RP3
HUTCHINSON, Donald K....... P2RN3
INGRAHAM, Gordon L......... LSEM1
JOHNSON, Douglas L.......... P1EM4
KELLERMAN, Wilfred H....... LSQM2
KELLY, Michael G............. LSLR1
KING, Robert G................ LSPR2
KIRK, James A........ccovven. C2TI4
KRAMER, Frank G............. PlET4
LARKIN, Frederick............ LSQM1
LAROUCHE, Arthur J.......... LSEM1
LAVIGNE, Vincent J........... LSEM1
LEASE, Dalton H............... LSCK1
LECLERC, Jack G.............. P1AC2
LEPINE, Jacques J...o.ovvvvnnnn LSEM1
LEVEY, Robert G.............. LSEM1
LLOYD, Douglas W............ LSCK1
LOVE, William P............... LSAAL
LUDLOW, William A........... LSVS1
MacGREGOR, Joseph E........ LSAA1
MacLEAN, William B........... LSEM1
MacMILLAN, James R.......... LSQR1
McCORMICK, Ron P........... LSAP2
McCOY, Donald................ P1TD3
McINTYRE, Emil E............. LSAF1
McKINSTRY, Grant R.......... P1RC2
McLELLAN, Ralph T........... LSQM1
McMULLIN, William L........ LSEM1
MALCOLM, Donald A.......... LSQM1
MARSAW, Barl F.............. LSEM1
MARSH, Albert H.............. P2EM2
MATSUBARA, Harry T........ LSQM1
MAURICE, Donald E........... LSCK2
MAZUR, Fred A................ P2RP2
MIRON, Edward P.............. P2RP2
MONTGOMERY, James H....... P2TD2
MOORCROFT, Thomas E........ C2QR3
MOORE, Frederick J........... LSEM1
MORGAN, Lloyd G............. LSTD1
MUISE, Joseph........co.vunn. LSQM2

MURDOCH, David G........... P1EM4
MURRAY, David C............. LSCK1
NAIRN, David A......cvvvenonn P1ET4
NEWMAN, Everett H........... LSCV1
NEWMAN, George A............ P2LR2
NICKERSON, Clinton R......... P2TD3
NOBLE, John W............... LSQM2
O’QUINN, Alfred A............. LSEM1
O’VERY, Herbert W........... . .P2EF3
_PATTERSON, John L., ......... P2QM2
PAYETTE, Joseph R............ P1TD2
PEARCE, John H............... LSCK1
PECK, Joseph E..... .......... LSEF3
PEGG, John W................ LSEM1
PELLEY, James L.............. LSTD2
‘PETERSON, Eric G............. P1RT4
PLEAU,Jean B................. LSVS2
POETS, William................ P1ER4
POLLARD, Ronald F............ P2EM2
POLLOCK, Thomas J........... P2EM2
QUINN, William J.......... ....P1lER4
RABB, Robert J................ LSRN3
RAWLINGS, Henry............. PlET4
RHYMES, Reginald H........... P1TD3
RICHARD, Jules J............. LSQM1
RICHARDSON, Henry A........ P2RW3
ROBARTS, KarlD.............. P2QM2
ROBERTS, George E........... LSPW2
ROBINSON, Wilbert............ P2TD2
ROE, James G.....oovvvivvnnnn. P2TD2
ROGERS, John E............... P2RW3
ROWLAND, Roderick M......... LSEG3
ROWLEY, Gertrude I.......... WLME2
ROYEA, Francis A.............. P1QR3
SAMWAYS, Douglas G.......... P2TD3
SAUNDERS, Hayward M........ P2TD2
SAVOIE, Jacques A............ LSQM2
SCHELLENBERG, David J...... LSEM1
SEVIGNY, Maurice J. .......... LSCR1
SHILLINGTON, Clifford T...... P1AA3
SLOAT, Lloyd O............... LSTD1
SMITH, Donald C.............. LSEM1
SNOW, Leonard R.............. P2ED3
SOPKA, William E.............. P1PC3
SPILLETT, George............. LSRP2
SQUIRE, Robert D.............. P1ET4
STEELE, Walter M............. P1RT4
STEEVES, John A.............. LSEM1
ST. LAURENT, Pierre J......... LSTD2
TANNER, James C............. LSCK2
TOBIAS, James J............... C2PR3
TOOHEY, Lawrence E.......... LSLR1
TREMBLAY, Georges F......... LSAAlL
TURNER, Jokn A............... P2AF2
VARDY, Alfred G.............. LSAA1
VINCENT, Roy A.......ccovvnn P2ED3
WILKIE, Roy Joo e vvenennnennn. P1lEM4
WINGES, Gordon H............ C2RT4
WORSFOLD, Donald S.......... LSEM1
YOUNG, Wesley H......oovvnuss P1RT4
ZAVITSKI, Keith S............. LSCS2
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