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LADY OF THE MONTH

The space on the opposite page is usually
reserved for a ship with a record of accom-
plishment. However, such is not the case
on this occasion.

The “lady” subjected to aerial scrutiny in
this photograph is at the very beginning of
her career, which has begun with the prayer
that the very presence of her and her kind
at sea will make any nation thinking of
launching submarine warfare think again—
and desist,

This is much the view which welcomers
on the Angus Macdonald bridge in Hali-
fax will have of HMCS St. Laurent as she
passes up harbour to the Dockyard.

Her design, of Canadian origin, is unique
among the warships of the world. She is,
in fact, the most fully up-to-date anti-sub-
marine ship on the face of the ocean.

Her smooth Jines and uncluttered super-
structure are intended to forestall ice form-
ation during the North Atlantic winter and
to assure that she can be quickly cleansed
of chemical or radioactive contamination
if ever she should be confronted by such
weapons.

A superb ship has been added to the
Royal Canadian Navy. The rest is up to
the officers and men who sail her. Canada
and the Navy wish her and them well.
(ML-3642)

The Cover—To get the picture which appears on this month’s

cover and the photo on the opposite page, PO D. M. Stitt flew over
the St. Lawrence River in a helicopter piloted by Lt.-Cdr. J. H.

Beeman, Taken nearly two weeks before the commissioning, the

picture shows the St. Laurent flying the Canadian Vickers house

flag. (ML-3648)

.

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Oftawa, attention Photographic Section, quot-
ing the negative number of the photograph,
giving the size and finish required, and en-
closing a money order for the full amount,
payable to the Receiver General of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the new National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10

614 x 8% pglossy finish only ..ccvvevnnes 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......... .50
11 x 14 matte finish only ..........c.00s 1.00
16 x 20 ¢ ¢ i .. 3.00
20 x 24 ¢ ' I .. 4,00
30 x 40 “ i 8.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 for
12 issues.

Persons desirous of receiving
their own private copies by muail
should send their orders, accom-
panied by cheque or money or-
der made out to the Receiver
General of Canada, to:—

THE QUEEN’S PRINTER,
75 Si. Patrick Street,
Ottawea, Ont.

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa,
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tunity to visit Rome and other resorts
such as Capri, Pompeii and Mount
Vesuvius.

Canadians serving in the Cumberland
are: Ord., Lt,-Cdr. F. J. L, Boyle, of
Ottawa; Lt.-Cdr. (G) J. S. Hertzberg,
of Toronto; Ord. Lieut; R. J. F. Donni-~
thorne, of Montreal; CPO John R,
Anslow, of Victoria; CPO John Under-
down of Hamilton; CPO William C.
Martin, of Toronto; and PO George
Tatton, of Victoria.

Canadian ranks are now unique in
the ship as officers of the Royal Navy
no longer wear distinguishing colours
between gold lace nor do they have
any prefixes or suffixes attached to their
rank. Further, armourers in the RN
carry out duties that differ from those

'MYSTERY SHIP

of their namesakes of the RCN, who
are more closely akin to the RN ord-
nance artificers.

During the Cumberland’s inspection
by the Commander-in-Chief, Plymouth
(Admiral Sir Alexander Madden), the
admiral was very interested in the
Canadian Armourers’ badge and asked
to have a photograph of one forwarded
to his headquarters. He was heard to
say jocularly: “After all these years
this badge indicates harmony at last be-
tween the gunnery and torpedo worlds!”

The experience gained by the Cana-
dian team, which works very closely
with the ship’s staff and gun-mounting
experts from Vickers-Armstrong ILitd.,
will be invaluable when fitting-out new
construction ships in Canada.—R.J.F.D,

IDENTIFIED AS

VESSEL WITH VARIED CAREER

HE “MYSTERY SHIP” photograph

published in the August issue of
“The Crowsnest’” raised a considerable
amount of interest; some dozen people
who knew the clipper-bowed vessel in
earlier years wrote to the Naval His-
torian providing much information and
a few photographs.

One thought it might be the old sloop
Shearwater, another, the patrol ship
Hochelaga, and another correspondent
thought she was the Victoria-based
cable ship Restorer. Another remem-
bered her as the Moonlight Maid that
graced the port of Vancouver in the
twenties. (He is quite right.) The
others all agreed that she was HMCS
Stadacona (1915-1920) and provided
some interesting photographs to prove
it.

The 168-foot steel yacht was commis-
sioned under the White Ensign at Hali-
fax August 13, 1915, as HMCS Stada-
cona, commanded by Lieut. H. G.
Jarvis. (There was no Stadacona
ashore until 1923.) The ship, formerly
the SS Columbia, had been built at
Philadelphia in 1893 and the RCN pur-
chased her for war service in 1915, She
spent the whole of her war career in
anti-submarine patrol and convoy duty
off the Nova Scotia and Newfoundland
coasts, being based on Halifax and
Sydney. In 1917, while under the com-
mand of Lt.-Cdr., R. A, Barber, she was
fitted out for and served as a senior
officer’s ship for the Commodore of
Patrols, Commodore Sir Charle Coke,
RNR. She mounted a 4-inch QF gun
forward and a 12-pounder aft.

In the spring of 1919, it was decided
to send some of the trawlers to the West
Coast for service and the Stadacona was
to go along as escort. Halifax was

cleared March 13, 1919, and by mid-
May, the Stadacona was reported off the
California coast with her charges HMC
Ships Armentieres, Givenchy, and
Thiepval. On the 20th, off the Oregon
coast, the little squadron steamed into
a nor'west gale that forced the ships to
heave to. In the pounding that followed,
the Stadacona lost her rudder. It was
August 3 before she reached Esquimalt.
She was paid off to the Fisheries Pro-
tection Service March, 31, 1920, and
was talten over by the Department of
Marine and Fisheries in 1922,

Two years later CGS Stadacona was
sold into private hands and from that
time on the old ship, bdack in her role
as a palatial yacht, had a most varied
career.

It seems she became the Kyukuzmt,
a name as obscure as her record as a
“mother-ship” to small, fast craft that
for some reason or other dashed back
and forth from the ship to the Cali-
fornia coast.

Back in Vancouver Harbour, she was
styled Lady Stimson and after that, fly-
ing the burgee of the Royal Vancouver
Yacht Club, she and the Vencedor were
well known in the vicinity of Coal
Harbour. By this time (early thirties)
she was the Moonlight Maid.

In point of years, the Stadacona seems
to have weathered the climatic and
economic gales of half a century about
as well as the RCN’s Acadia and
Charny. There is evidence that long
before her Canadian service she sailed
under the flag of the United States
Navy as the gunboat USS Wasp in the
Spanish-American War. It seems, too,
that during the Second World War she
returned to our neighbour to the south
for towing duty on the Alaska run. She
was broken up at Seattle in 1948,

SHIPS ACQUIRE
NEW CAPTAINS

Changes in command of a number of
ships have been announced in recent
weelks, They included:

Lt.-Cdr, J, J. Coates to the coastal
minegsweeper James Bay, succeeding
Lt~-Cdr. G. R. Smith, who has been
appointed Assistant Director of Person-
nel (Officers) at Headquarters;

Lt,-Cdr. Christopher G. Smith, to the
coastal minesweeper Comox and as
commander of the Second Canadian
Minesweeping Squadron, succeeding
Cdr. James V. Steele, who was ap-
pointed Deputy Director of Sea Lines
of Communication at the headquarters
of the Supreme Allied Commander, At~
lantic, Norfolk, Virginia;

Lt.~Cdr. D. S. Bethune to the Alger-
ine coastal escort Wallaceburyg, succeed-
ing Cdr, F. J. Jones, who has been ap-
pointed naval member of the Joint In-
telligence Staff, Ottawa;

Lt.~Cdr. Noel D. Langham to the
coastal minesweeper Resolute, succeed-
ing Lt.-Cdr. J. L. Panabaker, who was
appointed Staff Officer (Mine Warfare)
to the Director of TAS and Mine War-
fare at Headquarters.

In addition to the foregoing, Lit.-Cdr.
H. E. T. Lawrence, commanding officer
of the Algerine coastal escort Portage,
was appointed commander of the 11th
Coastal Escort Squadron, a post in
which he succeeded Cdr. Jones.

WEDDINGS

Leading Seaman David Cake, Albro Lake
Radio Station, to Miss Patricia Moore, Ot-
tawa.

Able Seaman Roland Louis Cyr, Ontario,
to Miss Eleanor May Barrett, Saskatoon.

Leading Seaman Roger Desmeules, Iro-
quois, to Miss Florence Gisoaurd, Lancas-
ter, N.B. .

Able Seaman Alber{ Frye, Buckingham, to
Miss Patricia Isabel Davis, Digby, N.S.

Able Seaman George Mclntosh, New Lis-
keard, to Miss Sylvia Trim, Liverpool, N.S.

Able Seaman Ronald Melntosh, Buckilig-
ham, to Miss Glenda Stark, Digby, N.S.

Lieutenant (SB) James Lyall Wightman,
Naval Headquarters, to Mrs. Margaret Brett
Morrison, Brampton and Ottawa. )

BIRTHS

To Chief Petty Officer John Bing, Naden,
and Mrs, Bing, a son.

To Lieutenant James Clapton, Queen Char-
lotte, and Mrs. Clapton, a daughter.

To Liecultenant-Commander A. M. Cupples,
Naval Headquarters, and Mrs. Cupples, a son.

To Able Seaman William Finnigan, Albro
Lake Radio Station, and Mrs. Finnigan, a son,

To Chief Petty Officer Arthur Hannaford,
Albro Lake Radio Station, and Mrs. Hanna-
ford, a son.

To Leading Seaman Murray Lanigan, Stad-
acona, and Mrs. Lanigan, a daughter.

To Leading Seaman G. W. Rhodes, Buck-
ingham, and Mrs. Rhodes, a son.

To Chief Petty Officer L. A, Simpkin,
Shearwater, and Mrs. Simpkin, a daughter.

To Leading Seaman E. R, Spence, Buck-
ingham, and Mrs. Spence, a daughter.
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over his duties as Commander of the
First Canadian Destroyer Squadron,
which was formed on that day. The
formation of HMC Ships Huron, Haida,
Micmac and Iroquois into CANDESRON
ONE is in itself worthy of special note
since it represents the first occasion in
the history of the RCN in which her
destroyers have been organized as one
complete squadron.

With 12 cadets from Collége Mililaire
Royal de Saint Jean embarked, and in
company with Crusader and Haida, the
Huron sailed from Halifax to rendez-
vous with the Magnificent, wearing the
broad pennant of the Senior Canadian
Officer Afloat (Atlantic), Quebec and
Micmac off Nantucket Light. The five
RCN ships then set course to arrive at
New York on August 18th where they
remained until August 22.

On return to Halifax the ship’s com-
pany busily set about the task of getting
squared away for the coming NATO
exercise and rather extensive autumn
cruise and on Sunday, September 4, the
Magnificent, with the First Canadian
Destroyer Squadron and the First Can-
adian Escort Squadron, sailed from
Halifax to take part in exercise New
Broom IV. For the seven-day exercise
the four destroyers, with the Magnifi-
cent, were organized as a hunter-killer
group and had more than their share

of opportunities to mix it up with the -

“enemy’” submarines.

Air Maintenance School

In order to meet the requirements for
experienced land search and rescue ex-
perts at the RCN Air Station, Shear-
water, the Safety Equipment and Air-
craft Control instructors with student
personnel from the Naval Air Main-
tenance School have, on two occasions
this year, gone into the woods armed
with little more than suitable clothing,
a blanket and “K” type survival ra-
tions.

The first detail was flown out by one
of the RCN’s Piasecki helicopters and
dropped into a wooded area 20 miles
east of the air station. The party was
then left to use its own resources in
locating the fictitious site, where they
were to administer aid and effect rescue
of an imperiled aircrew. Make-ghift
hunting and fishing gear provided the
team with several trout and a huge por-
cupine to augment their meagre rations.
The point of rescue was reached in ap-
proximately four hours.

Some weeks later, during the rainy
season, the Second Exercise “Bushman”
was ordered. This detail was trans-
ported by truck to a point where eight
miles of heavily wooded area separated
them from the “crash”. Visibility, low-
ered considerably by rain and fog, pre-

'

cluded an air search; but the land
search and rescue party located their
objective only two hours later.

Both exercises proved to be highly
successful, since all participants learned
a great deal about survival, woodcraft,
map and compass reading, and the use
of ground-air emergency signals. The
two-day exercises will, it is hoped, help
to swel] the ranks of experienced search
and rescue personnel who can be called
upon, in emergency, to render very
valyable services to downed aircrew, or
lost hunters and fishermen.

The exercises were under the direc-
tion of Lt.-Cdr. J. M. Burns, of Tor-
onto, who was assisted by Petty Officers
Kenneth Day, of London, Ont., Wil-
liam Antle, of Coleman, Alta.,, and
Peter Johnson, of Portsmouth, England,
and Ldg. Sea. James Mills, of Sarnia,
Ont,

HMCS Haida

The Haida departed Halifax Septem-
ber 5 and proceeded to sea for exer-
cises New Broom IV and Sea Enter-
prise. Many new faces were to be seen
on board as over 25 ordinary seamen
had joined the ship., They were to re-
ceive their first sea training and when
they had passed their seamanship ex-
ams would be marked trained and be
ready for promotion to able seamen.

CPO E. A, Rigby, one of the Haida’s
veterans, has been drafted ashore to
Stadacona. CPO Rigby served as cox-
swain during the last tour to Xorea
and during the spring exercises. CPO
K. R. Rae, formerly the buffer, has
taken over as coxswain.

A heavy program of seaman training
is underway which includes ordinary
seaman and candidates for P2 and C2
squadron boards. E

During August four new names were

inscribed on the ships bell in honour
of the christening on board of George
Anthony Cotaras, Blair Maitland
Hunter, Terilyn ILeslie Wood, Michael
Aristin Radford.
' The Haida’s mascot “Stokes” was
drafted ashore prior to departure. He
has completed his year’s seatime as
EM V, Trade Group Zero.

HMCS Iroquois

Following a leave and maintenance
period on her return from the Far East,
the Iroquois left Halifax on a shake-
down cruise to Bermuda. This com-
pleted, she was again absent from the
home port from mid-May till mid-June,

and for the month of August partici--

pated in UNTD training cruises Able
and Baker, in company with the Que-
bec and Huron. Included in the former
exercise were visits to Philadelphia and

San Juan and in the latter to Boston,
Argentia and Charlottetown.

On August 8, a new commanding
officer was appointed to the Iroquois.
Cdr. D. L. Hanington, DSC, replaced
Cdr. M. F. Oliver who had been ap-
pointed to the staff of the Director of
Naval Organization at Bytown.

In mid-August a further irip to Ber-
muda was foiled by weather which
forced the ship to return to Halifax
to repair upper deck damage in time
to sail again at the end of the month,
with qualifying classes of TAS instruc-
tors and TDs, borne for exercises with
HMS Astute in the Gulf Stiream.

HMCS Toronto

Since completing her annual refit and
trials at the middle of April, the Tor-
onto, under the command of Lt.-Cdr. A,
H. McDonald, has been continually
busy., She went first to Bermuda for
exercises with the Algonquin and Buck-
ingham. Later the Toronto replaced
the Buckingham at Digby for new entry
training.

On the way back from Bermuda, the
Toronto played a major part in the
rescue of a man who had fallen from
a U.S, aircraft. Guided by other air-
craft which were circling the man, she
led an Air Force crash boat to the scene.

July was notable for a visit to Mont-
real, in company with the Prestonian
and Lauzon. The ship’s company is still
a little dazed from the juvenile invasion
on visitor’s day. Although they have
been assured that there could not really
have been thousands of children aboard
that day, they are still inclined to re-
gard this the climax of three strenuous
months’ activity.

Navigation Direction School
There were several staff changes

‘at the Navigation Direction School in

Stadacona during the month of Sep-
tember.

Lieut. (N) Norman S. Jackson has
been appointed to the Crescent on com-
missioning. = Lieut. Stanley Dee came
from the Magnificent to replace Lit.
Jackson. Instr. Lieut. Terrence Hicks
has been appointed to the Omntario.
Lieut. (D) M. F. Slocombe is now em-
ployed temporarily in the school.

PO William Caton has just returned
to the school from Niobe where he suc-
cessfully completed a PRI course. PO
Caton will be employed as an instructor.

RP3 “BI” Class successfully com-
pleted its final exams. Ord. Sea. Leon-
ard Edmunds received top honours, with
Ord. Sea. Arnold Brown in second place.
Others completing were Ordinary Sea-
men Ronald Allen, Terrence Haley,
David Laszewski, Donald Topping, Glen
Rohertson and Charles Waring.
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MARITIME STRATEGY MAINSTAY OF BRITAIN

Centuries of Experience of the Sea Confounds Enemies

« URING the three centuries or so

D of our history as a world power
it has several {imes happened that a
far sironger coniinental coalition has
pitted its might against Britain and her
allies, has won a series of resounding
victories on land only to find itself
brought up against a method of waging
war with which its leaders could not
grapple and of which they had no clear
understanding. Yet, ultimately, our
maritime strategy, founded on centuries
of experience of the sea, brought our
enemies to utter defeat.”

Having made this irrefutable state-
ment, Captain S. W. Roskill, RN, em-
barks in his book, “The War at Sea”,
upon a critical analysis of Britain’s
maritime strategy during the period of
1939 1o 1945,

This is the first volume of a series
which promises to be the most com-
prehensive work yet undertaken on the
Royal Navy’s activity during the Sec-
ond World War.

Captain Roskill, with the fullest ac-
cess to official documents, has, in this
first volume, conducted a critical ex-
amination into the conduct of Britain’s
sea war during those dark days of 1939-
41. The authority with which he treats
his subject is supported by free refer-
ence to official German correspondence.
This alone makes Captain Roskill’s work
worthy of thorough study.

The first volume deals with that un-
happy period of severe merchant ship
losses, of the sinkings of such proud
ships as the Hood, Ark Royal, Prince
of Wales and Repulse, of the frustra-
tions of vainly trying to bring to battle
the elusive German raiders, who, from
their northern lairs, dashed back and
forth into the Atlantic under shrouds
of mist and cloud, of the disappoint-
ments of the Norwegian campaign.

There were, however, a few bright
spots: The sinking of the Bismarck and
the Graf Spee, and the Battle of Cape
Matapan.

One of the most interesting aspects
of the volume from Canada’s view-
point is the battle against the U-boat.
Here we see the early successes of the
U-boat against Allied merchant ship-
ping, of so many hlows taken and so
few given. During this period of anti-
submarine operations, the inexperience
of our officers and men and the absence
of well-conceived A/S tactics were all
{00 evident. Unfortunately too, in those

early days, appointmenfs to command

anti-submarine ships were all {oo often
considered as “backwater” by the ap-
pointees.

In the light of the highly successful
anti-submarine tactics employed by the
Allies in 1944-45, when surface hunter
groups sought out the U-boat and air-
craft attacked his bases, Captain Ros-
kill draws some interesting conclusions
on A/S warfare., Thus, on page 10 he
says:

“Perhaps the outstanding example
from the last war relates {o the defeat
of the enemy’s attack on our merchant
shipping. Though it was not at once
accepted there now seems no doubt at
all that it was the defensive strategy
of sailing ships in convoy and of pro-
viding the convoys with powerful sur-
face and air escorts which did most to
accomplish that decisive victory.

BOOKS for the
SAILOR

“Yet it was the desire at once to as-
sume the offensive against the U-boats
which led to the persistent employment,
during the first year and more of the
war, of flotilla vessels to hunt énemy
submarines in the vast ocean spaces
instead of using them 1t{o escort our
convoys. Not only did the early hunt-
ing groups achieve negligible success,
but the dispersal of our slender re-
sources in that manner led to our con-
voys being inadequately escorted, and
so suffering heavy losses, and to many
good opportunities to destroy the sub-
marines which attacked them being
missed.

“Equally the view that bomber air-
craft could contiribute most to the
defeat of the U-boat by taking the of-
fensive against the enemy’s bases and
his building and repair yards rather
than by escorting and protecting the
convoys far out at sea, is not substan-
tiated by post-war analysis of their
achievements. It is today impossible
to avoid the conclusion that the most
effective way of defeating the U-boat
was by waiting for it in the vicinity
of the prey which it was seeking.”

There are those who will take issue
with this conclusion as an all-embracing
fundamental of anti-submarine tactics.
However, during the first two years of

the war, the availability of ships and
aircraft for anti-submarine operations
was at a premium, and thus their em-
prloyment in the defensive role was the
most effective one. On the other hand,
as more and more ships and aircraft
became available, offensive units were
formed and the U-boat became more
the hunted than the hunter. Surface
hunter groups and aireraft attacked him
far from the convoy routes and even on
his own doorstep. The results obtained,
particularly in the Bay of Biscay,
proved the effectiveness of offensive
action against the U-boat. '

Captain Roskill has tackled his study
with an authority based upon consider-
able research and a wealth of personal
experience, This {forcefully written
volume contains a great deal of use-
ful statistical information, photographs,
maps and diagrams. It is a well-writ-
ten, authoritative interpretation of a
critical period in the history of the
Royal Navy.—R.S.M.

“The War at Sea, 1939-1945" by Captain S.
W. Roskill, DSC, RN, Volume I, The De-
fensive, 664 pages, illustrated with maps,
photographs, diagrams, statistical tables. H.
M. Stationery Office; {2 2s, net.

GREEN BERETS
IN A GREEN HELL

HE MALAYAN “emergency” con-
forms to a broad pattern where
the allies made truce with the Com-
munists during the Second World War
in order to create effective resistance
groups against enemy occupation. Here,
as elsewhere, the scheme back-fired at
the end of the war when the Red-led
armies refused to disband and went
underground to attempt to overthrow
reinstated governments and set up Com-
munist régimes. In the Federated Ma-
lay States, their tactics are the same—
“intimidation, terrorization, murder, ar-
son, abduction, threats and blackmail.”
There were initial successes, but Brit-
ish action arising from vested interests
in Malaya’s rich rubber and tin hold-
ings has led to vigorous prosecution
of 1terrorists by heavily reinforced
police and military forces. The Federa-
tion is ruled with an iron grip, even
to the enforced resettlement of entire
communities and harsh penalties for
collaboration with the Communists.
The author of *“Green Beret, Red
Star’” served as a captain and major
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in command of a troop of 60 to 70 boot-
necks during most of the two years the
Royal Marine Commandos figured in
the suppression of the insurrectionists.
The title comes from the green beret
of the Commandos and the red-starred
cap badge of the uniformed bandits.
The foreword is a strong commendation
of the book by Field Marshal Sir John
Harding, Chief of the Imperial Gen-
eral Staff.

The story is the day-to-day struggle

to become adept at fighting in nearly’

intolerable terrain where the bandit is
perfectly at home and extremely mobile.
It involves foot patrols through heavy
growth with a three-day load of rations
the maximum. Air drops of supplies
are necessary during extended forays.
"This of course is extremely complicated,
slows advances and gives the show away
to an alertly-posted enemy., The band-
its on the other hand are well versed
in jungle warfare, better conditioned for
it and able to live off the land. On
the march they easily carry dried fish
and vegetables enough for five or six
days.

The author feels a major factor in
the British failure to conquer Reds and
drive them out of the jungle fastness
is the proverbially conservative stomach
of the British soldier. If he could be
taught to sustain himself on the local
food his mobility would be increased.
The fact that several thousand bandits

have commanded the attention of tens
of thousands of the military in Malaya
supports his argument,

The topography and vegetation gen-
erally permit activity only by small
groups of men. Since the bands are
as elusive as spilt quicksilver, success
is limited and requires painstaking or-
ganization and heart-breaking effort.
However, by continually harassing ter-
rorist_territory, apprehending couriers
and agents in the towns and villages,

disrupting their supply lines and de- .

stroying hidden caches of weapons and
stores, the British have accomplished
much in the containment of rebel ac-
tivity.

Particularly frustrating have been the
apathy and silence of the populace,
many of whom .could volunteer valu-
able information on enemy movements.
Fear of Communist reprisal accounts for
this fence-sitting which, however, is

. lessening as the Reds are slowly beaten

back.

The book maintains a high level of
readability and intérest, with excellent
description that is never overdone. To
Canadians, service or civilian, it will
prove educational and revealing.

—H.C.W.

“Green Beret, Red Star” by Anthony J. S.
Crocket, price $3.75. Printed in Great Britain
by Eyre and Spottiswoode (Publishers) Lim-
ited and published in Canada by McClelland
and Stewart Limited.

'‘SERVICE MOST SILENT'

NE OF THE most hazardous jobs
O carried out in the Second World
War was the dismantling and disposal
of enemy mines. It was an assignment
requiring the highest order of cool, cal~
culéting courage. It was a job that
took its toll of brave men who pitted
their brains and skilled hands against
some of Hitler’s secret weapons—and
‘won. .

John Frayn Turner, in his book, “Ser-
" vice Most Silent”, has recorded the ex-
ploits of the indomitable band of officers
and men of HMS Vernon, the Royal
Navy’s mine and torpedo establishment,
who ventured onto Britain’s beaches to
find out what made German mines
“tick” and who played a major role
in dismantling German land mines
dropped inland.

“Service Most Silent” is exciting
reading. Its subject matter alone en-
sures that. The book, however, isn’t
a complete saga of mine disposal op-
erations and the men employed on such
duty. The author admits this, and
many names are not included in the list
of honours and awards at the back of

Page twenty-eight

the book. Nor does the book chronicle
the exploits of Canadians who served
in mine disposal work, though brief
mention is made of Lieut. G. D. Cook,
RCNVR, who won the George Medal
and Bar and who is now a lieutenant-
commander, RCN.

Nevertheless, within these pages, the
reader will find a vivid picture of the
agony and suspense mine disposal duty
entailed, and he will learn of the char-
acter of the men who matched wits
with German science and ingenuity.

Chief among the names mentioned
is that of Lt.-Cdr. John Ouvry, DSO,
RN. This officer, the leader of Vernon’s
mine disposal team, successfully dis-
mantled the first magnetic mine to be
recovered. That chapter itself is facin-
ating reading, and the step by step
procedure—unassisted by any previous
knowledge of such a mine—keeps the
reader glued to his chair. Every turn
of a spanner, every time Quvry probed
his hands into the recesses of the mine
might bring an instant roaring death.
Yet slowly and deliberately the mine

was dismantled and another German’
secret weapon was exposed.

The narrative brings out the person-
alities of the officers and men involved
in their grim assignments, and it is
really through their eyes and actions
that the history of Second World War
German mining is revealed. The mag-
netic, the acoustic, the contact mine
were all dealt with, often with loss of
life, but always with ultimate success.
Sometimes the mines combined all three
methods of detonation; many -of them
were loaded with booby traps—a simple
screw would set the mine off if it was
tampered with, and it needed the touch
of a surgeon and a near sixth sense to
deal with them. Sometimes, while at
work, a ticking or whirring sound
within the mine would send the party
scurrying for safety, wondering if each
step was to be the last. They would
wait for awhile and then go back to
their task. .

One booby trap, discovered on a mine
dropped on a ploughed field near Glas-
gow, consisted of photo-electric cells
behind a window which would detonate
the mine if the dome were removed - in
daylight. Fortunately the mine was
badly damaged on hitting the earth and
the circuits were so impaired that it
did not fire. The band which dismantled
it lived to pass along the information.
It followed that mines believed to pos-
sess such a booby trap would have to
be dismantled at night, in darkness.

There follows the account of Lieut.
R. H. Syme, RANVR, who was dis-
mantling one of these mines on a dark
and gusty night when, to his horror,
lightning flashes stabbed the night.
Vivid lightning . . . and the photo elec~
tric cells exposed!

“Syme stood still as death. Silhou-
etted beneath a blaze of light. A
rugged frame rooted to the spot. This
is it. No use running. Can’t get away.
Wait for it. Twist—or bust. No choice.
Every flash a blow below the belt . . .
another fierce fork slashed the skies.
It was as light as day for a moment.
The mine sat still . . . a final fling of
lightning. He was alive.”

‘When the brief storm had spent itself,
Lieut. Syme continued with the job.
The official verdict was that the flashes
of lightning did not last long enough
to operate the photo-electric cells. For
his = courage that mnight, Syme was
awarded the George Cross.

Such is the stuff of which the officers
and men of HMS Vernon, detailed for
mine disposal, were made. This book
is a record of their quiet heroism —C.T.

“Service Most 'Silent” by John Frayn
Turner; 200 pages, illustrated; Clark, Irwin

.and Co. Ltd., Toronto; $2.65,











