












































since 1948 he has been a tower of
strength in the division, both in
regular training and ship’s company
recreational and social activities. In
fact, the arrival of “Pat” and family,
accompanied by their entourage of
in-laws and friends, ensures a bumper
attendance at a picnic or Christmas
party. He is one of a close-knit family;
the Pattisons do not travel alone.

It was on September 5, 1926, that
“Pat’’ successfully made the neces-
sary signals —in plain language —
and introduced Doris,Outen to naval
routine. Their household has had a
consistent naval -atmosphere ever
since. Sharing in the enthusiasm are
five . young Pattisons — Catherine,
now a WOCS2 at Coverdale; Colin,
a P1SH4 on board HMCS Magnifi-
cent! Robert, a LSEMI in Stadacona;
Nora, a nurse in training at the Grace
"Hospital, Halifax, and David, at
home.

“Pat” was born in Blyth, North-
umberland, England, but came to
Canada at the age of eight. The
family settled in Ancaster, hard by
the golf course, where young ‘‘Pat”
earned his first dollars as a caddy.
He went to school in Ancaster, then
‘worked as a messenger and office boy
there until joining the Navy.

Despite a busy naval life; he has
had time to acquire hobbies, including
amateur- radio, oil painting (marine
scenes, naturally) and reading.

“Pat” finds time, also, to take an
active part in fraternal organizations,
as Past Master of Athole Lodge, AF
and AM, and Associate Patron,
Eastern Star. He is a Warden of
St. Mark’s Church, president of the
Chief and Petty Officers’ Mess,
HMCS Scotian, and president of the
‘Amateur Radio Club — or how many
nights can you be out in one week ?

Such a routine leaves little time
for memories, but ‘“‘Pat’’ has a few:
There was the time he served as
corporal of the gangway when his
draft was “permitted” to coal HMS
Marlborough in Devonport. Did he
draw a shovel or a coal sack? No.
One of the Corporal’s duties was to
shake the boy seamen every hour on
the hour during the middle watch;
the other was to check everyone
coming on board. The latter he did
with great care, particularly when a
plus-foured. individual attempted to
board the ship. The embarrassment
resulting from his discovery that the
individual was the captain has been
tempered with the passing of time.
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Book Review

THE NAVY'S STORY

Official History Relates
Background, Growth
Of Canada’s Navy

“The Naval Service of Canada” —
Volumes I and II— Gilbert Norman
;"ucker, Ph.D., Queen's Printer, 1952,
5.00.

In the minds of thinking people,
the real worth of any social organ-
ization or institution is dependent
upon several factors, some of which
are: The solidity of its foundations
and structure; the achievement of
worth-while things well done; and
the promise of further good service
to mankind. A natural and proper
pride in being a contributing member
of such a body or service gradually
comes into being as the knowledge of
its past achievements and future
goals is acquired. Officers and men of
the Royal Canadian Navy, and in-
deed the public at large, may well
take pride in the service record of
Canada's young fleet as portrayed
by Dr. Gilbert Tucker.

The two volumes of the official
history of the RCN have recently
been published. The first of these tells
the story of the events leading up to
the formation of the Naval Service
just prior to the First World War
and of the growth of the service to
the year 1939. The second volume

describes how the Canadian people.

built and manned a magnificent fleet
to do its part in the titanic struggle
that was the Second World War.

Naval history as written in the
past often seems to have a strange
quality of discord or even of sheer
irrelevance with the general trend of
affairs of the time. In our British and
French naval heritages, great fleets
seem to loom up out of the mist
with grand good fortune to do
wondrous works only to disappear
again when the crisis is past. Daring
admirals and a host of first-class sea-
men rise to a sudden occasion to do
duty for God and the King.

Today, naval history must be
written to fit into the broad pattern
of world events, and this Dr. Tucker
has managed to do in a masterly way.
He has shown that the real history
of the RCN is concerned neither with
legends nor unmeaning technicalities.
It is rather the plain but fascinating
story of how the Canadian people
came into existence in the first place;

how Canada grew from a little colony
to a nation of importance in world

- affairs; how with increased stature

came important responsibilities; how
her defences were maraged in colonial
times; how her government struggled
with the problems of naval defence;
and finally, how Canada built a navy
to guard her shores and to protect
her trade routes, and those of her
allies, across the broad oceans.

To build a fleet of hundreds of
fighting ships and to maintain that
fleet at sea requires a tremendous

“effort and organization ashore. In-

dustry must be geared to high pro-
duction and new industries must be
created. Thousands of men must be
trained to build and to fight. Con-
stant research must be conducted in
the interests of improved weapons,
techniques and tactics. The broad
ramifications of strategy must be
planned and implemented. The story
of this huge enterprise is told in the
second volume. This required a great
deal of laborious research. Dr. Tucker
and his staff in the war-time Naval
Historical Section are to be com-
mended for the way in which they
painstakingly searched out the velu-
minous mass of files, messages, log-
books and reports at Naval Head-
quarters that formed the source
material. .

Excellent and unusual photographs
illustrate the books. One attractive
feature of this work is the reproduc-
tion in color of canvases painted by
Canadian naval war artists.

With the publication of the "Naval
Service of Canada’, a goodly portion
of the history of the Canadian navy

~ has been made available in a form
‘that is authentic and academic, and

at the same time, is written in a most

.readable and interesting fashion.—

E.C.R.

(Editor's Note:—As Dr. Tucker points out
in his preface, the original intention was that
the official history of the Naval Service
consist of three volumes, one of which was to
be devoted to Second World War Operations.
However, it was decided, instead, to produce
a popiilar account of the Operations. Written
by Mr. Joseph Schull and entitled ‘“The Far
Distant Ships,’”’ it was published in 1950.
It is now in its second printing and the new
issue is expected to be in- bookstores within
a few weeks.)

























































CARRIERS

LORE .
Q UNUSUAL AIRCRAFT

A l\,l:ﬂ/‘ ‘
e~ ).S. TRAINING: CARRIERS -
o ~—=—-""""EMPLOYED ON THE GREAT LAKES
: DURING THE WAR,WERE SIDEWHEELERS
' AND HAD NO HANGARS...
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‘DUR\NG THE WAR SEVERAL MERCHANTSHIP
GRAIN CARRIERS WERE FITTED WITH
FLIGHTDECKS TO SERVE BOTH AS
CARGO CARRIERS AND TO PROVIDE
AIR COVER FOR THE CONVOY.
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SEAPLANES WERE RETRIEVED BY
THE FRENCH CRUISERS OF THE

“GLOIRE ‘CLASS, BY RUNNING
ONTO A TOWED MAT, ")
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