
























































THE T.A.S. BRANCH IN OUR
ANTI-SUBMARINE NAVY

Most of us agree that changes are
essential for progress but we like to
resist any change, if for no other
reason than to make the reformers
prove that their ideas will, in fact,
mean progress and not confusion,

The Torpedo-men held out for a
long time, so did the Pingers, There
wasn’t much change for twenty years,
and while I'm not suggesting that our
old friend the Low Power L.T.O. or
his chum, the H.S.D., were suffering
from dry rot it had been suggested
that: “It's time those Torpedo-men
got a shaking up.” This suggestion
usually came from a source not quali-
fied to understand the need for peace,
and especially quiet, in the pursuit of
one's duties.

The day is here when the Seaman

Torpedoman and the Submarine De- -

tector have seen fit to join forces and
become known as Torpedo-Detectors,
the Branch as Torpedo Anti-Subma-
rine.

There have been questions asked on
both sides as to why this union was
necessary; there have been a multi-
tude of answers. Electricians and
Oscilloscopes, Ordnance wallas and
Influence fuses, have all received their
fair share of discussion; but I feel that
the proper answer lies in the history
of ‘the last war and the great Anti-
Submarine battles in which the Cana-
dians took so large a part.

On looking back, the first signs of
this problem, and its solution, began
appearing on the upper decks of our
Destroyers in 1940, First, “Y" gun
was whisked away and in its place went
a couple of throwers and longer rails,
— the magazine was filled with depth
charges — and off we went to sea. A
couple of years later “A’" gun got the
“axe” and that “‘anti-dive bombing
device” — with the 24 spigots, took
over. At the same time off came the
Director, and our once proud 4.7 con-
trol system became a bow and arrow
set-up.

Other changes were coming. I'll not
forget the day when two of our very-
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well-cared-for fish were hoisted ashore
and in their places we got two articles,
each weighing a big British ton. The
book of words supplied with this
young block buster said ‘“Be sure
you're going over 18 knots when you
fire this one, the bang is king sized,”
Into the tubes they went, and off we
went, I think that was the day when
the Torpedomen and the Pingers felt
that their engagement was imminent,

The changes in the appearance of
the upper deck caused by these
engines of destruction was to be
blamed, not on the Lords of the
Admiralty, or anyone else on our side,
but on our worthy enemies, the Ger-
mans. Our Destroyers had been built
to shoot down other destroyers; in-
stead their opponents turned out to be
the submarines, who were not much
impressed by any assortment of can-
non and musket.

The German U-Boats are now his-
tory, and also is the fact that they
lost 992 U-Boats sunk. and 30,000
submariners killed or captured out of
a possible 38,000. But history has a
habit of repeating itself, and we know
that others, too, can build submarines
and indeed are doing so: faster, better
armed, and infinitely more dangerous
than the U-Boat of the Second World
War.

The submarine is our biggest
menace at sea, and, moreover, threat-
ens to become even more potent as
new developments are perfected. Anti-
Submarine measures must get ahead
of the Submarine, and stay ahead.

Within our R.C.N. there is no doubt
that our Admirals have had a real
problem in deciding just- what the
fleet should consist of — and believe
me there is an abundance of advice to
help them decide — some of it bad.
The airmen want 1000 foot flight
decks and hundreds of mad pilots to
fly screaming jets. The lads with the
“G” stamp want ships with thick
sides, guns and Radar aerials by the
dozens and all the associated noise.
Some of our signalmen would merely

communicate with others: the engin-
eers swear that 1000 pound boiler
pressure will make the boats do forty
knots.

It has been decided that the Cana-
dian Fleet will be an Anti-Submarine
Fleet: This doesn't mean we'll find
ourselves in a Corvette again, or that
we'll scrap the “Magnificent",
A/S Warfare is a complicated business,
The modern submarine has high
speed, a bellyful of torpedoes and an
ever ready supply of cunning tricks.
It can dive until there's 500 pounds of
sea pressure on every square inch of its
hull, Its hide is thick and tough. It
need never fully surface, it runs as
quietly as a good watch, and most
dangerous of all, is manned almost
always with a little band of experts.
These ‘“better” submarines call for
bigger, faster and more Anti-Sub-
marine ships to hunt them down —
and get in the first blow. It means
aircraft to patrol the sea and beat
them up at every chance. It means
having a gun to administer the coup-
de-grace in the final chapter. .

This dedicated purpose of the fleet
is going to mean some changes in the
upper decks of our now heavily
gunned Destroyers; it's going to mean
a lot of other things too. New ping
sets to find, hold on and guide the new
weapons to the target. There'll be
torpedoes that are — intelligent. The
ships that carry this gear need space
for brain power and don’t be surprised
to see the old bridge team under cover
eyeing P.P.I.'s well out of the salt
spray. It's going to require more skill
on the part of each one engaged in this
business of catching submarines, The
results of this program that I've out-
lined won’t be long in‘ taking shape,
Before a year is out some of the ships
will have had their faces lifted. There
may be a few new ones building in our
yards — and who knows, some of our
T.A.S. stalwarts might even get
promoted.

R.P.W,






























COMLE WEST YOUNG MEN
(Coniinued from page 8) ‘

“Antigonish,” heing more manoeuver-
able and having heavier plating, was
detailed instead to go to New West-
minster as H.Q). ship.

after 1300 the first wave
sailed: the reliable C.N.AV, Tug
“'Heatherton,” Diving Tender No. 2,
“Wildwood,"” “Antigonish” and “Lay-
more.” The ships arrived at their
destination that evening, and work
began in carmnest,

Soon

By 1100 the following day “Lay-
more’”’ had arrived back at Esquimalt
and no sooner had a second contingent
of power boats and men heen loaded
than she set out again. In the mean-
time W/T was set up by Radio
Vancouver, the navy station at Alder-
grove, and mnaval craft established
advance stations at Mission City and
other key positions.

Back at Headquarters the Ops.
Room was working at Tull swing,
Extra officers were hrought in to deal
with demands for more men, boats
and provisions. Much needed reports
came in steadily from ‘‘Antigonish”
and from “COMOPFLOW’" and end-
less calls were handled from volun-
teers with fishing boats, motor boats,
and even canoes.

Before getting home, I went to see
how Captain Davy, Commander
“Jock’ McGillivary and the dockyard
workers were getting along with the
L.C.A’’s. Soon after midnight the
first one was ready, and by morning
there were three. As soon as''Lay-
more” veturned to harbour at 1130
Sunday they were loaded aboard,
along with the men to man them.

This shuttle service: continued well
into the weel, until all boats and
landing craft had gone to the flood
area. By June 5th we had 35 craft in
operation, and “Laymore’” travelled
continually Dback and forth taking
provisions and equipment.,

Our next call was from the Army,
On June 6 we transported Victoria's
famous regiment, the 16th Scottish,
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to the flood area, and then sailed from
here to Nanaimo to collect more,

And here was ‘another coincidence.
We remembered that on such a night,
four years ago to the day, the Navy
had landed the 16th Scottish with the
Allied troops on “Mike Red Beach”
at Courseuilles in Normandy,

Anyway, so it went on-—more
men, more provisions, more equip-
ment. Before the floods had abated
the organization was so smooth that
the “rush” had died away. “Anti-
gonish"” returned to Ksquimalt to
carry on with R.C,N. (R) training,
and ‘‘Rockcliffe’” took her place. Yes,
the West Coast is a great place, it is
no more placid than the East Coast
and activity here can be just as lively
as anywhere else. :
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OFFICERS AND MEN
(Conitinued from page 17)

FLY FROM ENGLAND
Iror College Courses . . .

Two Air Radio Mechanics, Richard
L. Carr and William C, Klassen, were
returned to Canada by air from the
United Kingdom to enable them to
attend universities under the new
R.C.N. plan to qualify men education-
ally for commissioned rank. Taking
training courses in England at the
time of their selection under the new
scheme, the two men were lown home
in time to enroll in universities of
their choice for courses in Electrical
Engineering. Carr will attend univer-
sity of New Brunswick and Klassen
the University of Saskatchewan.

COMMANDER HILL TAKES OVER
New C.0. of "“Cataraqus’’ .

Acting Commander Henry K. Hill,
R.C.N. (R), has taken over command
of HM.C.S. “Cataraqui”’, naval divi-
sion at Kingston, Ontario.

Commander Hill, a well known

amateur yachtsman, went on active
service with the R.C.N.V.R. during

- War.,

the early stages of the Second World
He served with the Royal
Navy on loan and was in command
of a trawler engaged in extremely
hazardous duties in the Mediter-
ranean,

He later was appointed in command
of H.M,C.S, "Calgary” and was in
her when the corvette shared a
U-boat “kill” with H.M.S, “Nene”’
and H.M.C.S. “Snowberry”. (See
“Looking Astern’’),

From ‘‘Calgary”’, Commander Hill
went to H.M.C,S, “Toronto’’, which
he commissioned at Quebec City in
the spring of 1944,
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LOOKING ASTERN
(Coniinued from page 21)

The escort of this particular convoy
had been having a hectic time of it.
Both U-boats and long-range aircraft
had subjected the convoy to a series
of attacks. The submarines failed to
penetrate the screen but the aircraft
managed to score two hits on mer-
chant ships with glider bombs, One
ship was lost, the other succeeded in
making port.

Nineteen Launchings

Sixteen ships—one destroyer
(“‘Chaudiere”), four frigates, one Al-
gerine, four corvettes and six Motor
Launches — were commissioned by
the R.C.N. during the month, There
were 19 launchings — eight frigates,
one Algerine, three corvettes, one
wooden minesweeper and four M.L.’s.

There were several accidents. A
merchant vessel was damaged by fire
at Halifax. One of the trucks sup-
porting H.M.C.S. “Nanajmo’’ on the
marine railway at Lunenburg was
derailed. H.M.C.S. “Cape Breton”
and H.M.C.S.""Halifax"’ were involved

in separate collisions,

Navy up to 78,682

On December 2, the total strength
of the Royal Canadian Navy was
78,682. A Dbreakdown shows 4,156
were R.C.N., 5,815 were R.C.N.R.
and 64,288 were R.C.N.V.R., while
the W.R.C.N.S. totalled 4,423.



If you've seen Cape Flattery flashing,

If you've heard the Race Rocks bawl,

If you've glimpsed the short swell smashing
Sambro Lightship through o squall,

If you've stirred to fishes flighting

Where Bermuda's sea turns blue

You're the man for whom we're writing —
Yes, this magazine's for you.

If you've heard arresters screaming

As the Furies pancake in,

Seen a Tribal’s bow-wave creaming,

Pulled a whaler to a win,

If you've felt a turret fighting

As a single-hearted crew, :
You're the man for whom we're writing —
Yes, this magazine's for you.

If you've heard the beefers natter

And the brainy lads give tongue

When the messdeck stops to chatter

Just before the micks are slung,

[f you've done your own reciting

Of what Naval Board should do, o
You're the man for whom we're writing —

Yes, this magazine's for you.

Lf you've learned and kept on learning

Since you joined the R.C.N.
" That to keep the screws o’ turning

[t takes more than steel and men,

If you've felt a spirit biting

That no landsman ever knew,

You're the man for whom we're writing —
- Yes, this magazine's for you.

IF.B.W,
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