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Cover Photo — Lieut,-Cdr. (P) John W. Roberts, left, com-
manding officer of 826 Squadron, and Lieut.-Cdr. (O) R,-I. W.
Goddard, commanding officer of the 18th Carrier Air Group,
have reason to look pleased, They have just returned from leading
the “carrier’s Firefly aircraft in two successful strikes against
Task Force 21 of the United States Atlantic Fleet in the first
phase ol Exercise Caribex. After the 18th CAG's search aircraft
had located the “enemy’’ fleet at a distance of about 100 miles,
the strike aircraft carried out a simulated torpedo attack and
followed up with a high level dive bombing attack, theoretically
crippling a carrier, a battleship and a heavy cruiser. In hoth
attacks they escaped interception and were later commended by
USN authorities on their “cunning and skill.” (Mag—1445).

LADY OF THE MONTH

HMCS “MICMAC,” Tribal class destroyer,
lays a smoke screen while exercising with HMCS
“Magnificent.’ The “Micmac” was re-com-
missioned late last year after being converted
into an anti-submarine destroyer. This year’s
spring - cruise was her first major test since
returning to service, (Mag-1228),
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JUST A REMINDER

This is the eleventh issue of The *“Crowsnest”
to be published since the magazine was placed
on a subscription basis, and those who ordered

personal copies when the scheme first went -

into effect are reminded that it will soon be
time to re-subscribe.

The drill is the same as always. You can order
or re-order 12 consecutive issue of The ‘Crows-
nest” by sending a cheque or money order for
$1, madeout to the Receiver General of Canada,
to:

THE KING'S PRINTER,
75 ST, PATRICK STREET,
OTTAWA, ONTARIO,

Incidentally, the King's Printer looks after
subscriptions only. Articles, reports, letters and
other contributions— other than those collected
by the associate editors at Esquimalt and
Halifax—should be forwarded to:

THE EDITOR,
THE “CROWSNEST,”
NAVAL HEADQUARTERS,
OTTAWA, ONTARIO.

* Kk %k

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The “Crowsnest” are. included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to the
Superintendent of Photography (Navy), Defence
Headquarters, Ottawa, quoting the negative
number of the photograph, giving the size and
type required, and enclosing a money order
for the full amount, payable to the Receiver
General of Canada.

Sizes and finishes available with prices,
follow: 3

4 x 5 glossy finish only............ $ .05
5 x 7 glossy or matte finish. .. ... L5
8x10 “ “ “ “ oL, e .30
11 x 14 matte finish only. ........... © .50
14x17 I i« “« o {" . .80
16x20 * “ . .. 1.0
90x24 ¢ “ o e 1.50
30x40 ¢ “ i - 3.00
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came from the target selected - by
the 748, The second merchant ship
rocked and slowed suddenly as one
of the 743's torpedoes found its
'mark. The third vessel was hit
" by both the 735 and 736. It blew
up immediately and sank.

Though the gun coasters were get-
ting in effective fire, the 743 closed
and fired torpedoes into the mer-
chantman which the 748 had engaged.
They were well aimed and the enemy
began to sink, While the 735 and
736 maintained their fire on the lone
remaining merchant ship, the 748

“engaged the escorts and set two of
them on- fire. Then the Canadian
force withdrew and reformed,

It had been a satisfying night's
work: Two merchant ships sunk, a
third merchant ship and two escort
vessels badly damaged. Boats 748 and

743 were slightly damaged and be-
tween them had six men wounded,
none seriously,

The rest of July and August
passed without event, The patrols
continued but no promising actions
occurred.

As the Allied armies began their
drives along the Belgian and Nether-
lands fronts, the 29th and 65th
Flotillas were transferred with other
coastal forces to Ostend on the
Belgian coast. Here they operated in
support of Thames-Antwerp con-
voys, opposing the E-boats and the
midget submarines which were malk-
ing frequent forays against the Dutch
ports. These duties occupied the
flotillas during the fall and winter.

On February 14, 1945,
flotillas of MTB's,

several

including the

29th, were berthed at Ostend, Sud-
denly fire broke out, igniting the high
octane gas and causing the torpedoes
to explode. A series of violent ex-
plosions lasted for seven minutes,
Five boats of the 29th Flotilla and
seven Royal Navy MTB's were
destroyed, In all, 61 officers and men,
26 of them Canadiansg, lost their lives.

The Ostend fire marked the end of
the 29th Flotilla as a unit, The 65th
Flotilla continued its patrol duties
until the end of the war in Europe. In
the latter part of May, the boats of
the 65th returned to Great Yarmouth
to pay off.

Thus ended a ncw and memorable
chapter in the history of the Royal
Canadian Navy, one which was
written in the best traditions of the
Service.

NOAC NEWS

FIRST MEETING HELD
BY DEFENCE COUNCIL

The first meeting of the newly-
elected Naval Defence Conference of
the Naval Officers’ Association of
" Canada was held in Toronto on
March 23.

The purpose of the conference is to
concern itself with the problems of
Canada’s defence, and in particular
the part that the Naval Forces can
play in such defence.

In a statement released following
the meeting, it was declared that the
conference felt ‘‘the most pressing
problem of Canadian defence” to be
the modern submarine, that ‘‘the
dangers of submniarine attack on our
lines of communication and of guided
missile attack from submarines on this
country’’ constituted ‘‘the greatest
menace to our security.” .

Terming the specialized ship and
aircraft carrier, working in close co-
operation and supported by shore-
based aircraft, to be the 1nost potent
weapon against this -menace, the
conference went on record as entirely
endorsing government and naval
policy. of maintaining carrier-borne
aircraft.

Members present were Captain
Barry German, Ottawa, ex-officio
chairman; Capt. G. A. Rotherham,
Halifax, vice-chairman: Engineer

Captain A. D, M, Curry, Halifax;
Cdr. D. R. McRobie, Montreal; Cdr.
C. N. Mawer, Calgary; Cdr. J. A.
McAvity, Toronto; Surg. Cdr. W.
Graham, Toronto; Lieut.-Cdr. W, G.
Curry, Windsor, Lieut.-Cdr. (L) J.
Maynard, Toronto, and Lieut.-Cdr.
G. O’Connell, Saint John. Capt. E. R.
Brock attended as proxy for Captain
J. D. Prentice, of Victoria, and also
present were Cdr. E. Aggett, Lieut.-
Cdr. O. Mabee and Lieut.-Cdr.
Z. R. B. Lash, all of Toronto. Elected
to the conference at the meeting, but
not in attendance, were Capt. (S)
R. A. Underhill, of Vancouver, and
Capt. E. IF. Noel, of Quebec City.

HALIFAX MEMBERS
HEAR LECTURES

Members of the Halifax Branch of
the Naval Officers Association of
Canada are enjoying a series of
lectures and addresses on Wednesday
evenings at “B” Mess, HMCS
“Stadacona.”

The series, which is still going
strong, has included the following
lectures:

"“The Evolution of the Warship,”
by Eng. Captain A. D. M. Curry,
OBE, RCN (Ret'd).

A'Dakar and Libreville
Captain G. A. Rotherham,
RN (Ret'd).

“Two Years' Experience at Work-
ing Up Corvettes,” Lieut, W. G.
Pett, RN (Ret'd).

1940,
DSO,

““Mine Disposal,’ Lieut.-Cdr. Denis

O’'Hagan, GM and Bar, RCN(R)
(Ret'd).
“Officer Training,” Cdr. R. L.

Hennessy, DSC, RCN.

Informal Valentine's and St. Pat-
rick's dances in “B"” Mess brought
large turn-outs of members and
guests.

Captains Curry and Rotherham
attended the first meeting of - the
Naval Defence Conference, in
Toronto, as representatives of the
Halifax branch.

On March 23, the NOAC hockey
team took on the ‘“‘Stadacona"” offi-
cers at the Halifax Arena and finished
on the right side of a 64 score.

TORONTO BRANCH HOLDS
FIFTH ANNUAL DINNER

The Toronto Branch of thée Naval
Officers' Association held its ffth
annual dinner at HMCS. “York’ on
March 24,

Vice-Admiral H. T. W. Grant,
Chief of the Naval Staff, and Capt.
B. S. Custer, USN, Naval Attache to
the United States Embassy in Ottawa,
were guest speakers,

Others invited to the dinner in-
cluded Captain Sir Robert Stirling-
Hamilton, RN, Naval Advisor to the
British High Commissioner to Canada,
Mr. D. H. Gibson, president of the
Navy League of Canada, and senior
officers of the Army and Air Force.
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The Bulletin Board
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Advancement Standings
To be Published

Advancement rosters for all men
whose advancement is governed by a
roster will in future be published in
General Orders, This will enable each
man to know where he stands for
advancement in relation to all other
men holding the same substantive
rating.

Naturally all rosters cannot be
prepared at the same time, since the
recommendations arrive at Naval
Headquarters at staggered dates
throughout the year. As soon as
possible after each group of reconi-
mendations is received and checked,
the roster for that group will be
brought up-to-date and then printed
in General Orders for the information
of the men concerned.

It is hoped to have the first
advancement roster ready shortly.
The first rosters to be ready will
rrobably be for the Electrical, Engine
Room and Air Branches, although
publication may not take place in
that particular order.

Services College Course
For Cadets Extended

Commencing September 1950, the
Canadian Services College course for
Naval Cadets of the executive branch
will be of four years' duration.

Consideration is being given to
carrying out the full four years at
Royal Roads as well as at Royal Mili-
tary College. For the present, how-
ever, the first two years may be done
at either college, but the third and
fourth years will be carried out at
RMC only.

Naval Cadets presently attending
the services colleges will have the
option of graduating after two years
as midshipmen qualified for service in
the RCN or RCN (Reserve), in ac-
cordance with the conditions obtain-
ing at the time of their entry as
cadets, or of graduating as acting sub-
licutenants after completing the four-
year COUrse.

On graduation, those taking the
four-year course will go to sea for 16
months in RCN ships. Following this,

they will attend a nine-month tech-
nical course to qualily them for pro-
motion to lieutenant.

Flying Courses Planned
For Air Reserves

Special flying refresher courses for
air specialist officers of the Active and
Retired Lists of the RCN (Reserve)
will be held this summer at the RCN
Air Station, Dartmouth.

Courses will be of two weeks
duration and will include general
flying training, formation flying and
fighter tactics. Other courses lasting
up to four weeks will be available to
officers who wish to take additional
flying training.

Courses for pilots will be held
during the period {from May 1 to

September 30 and training will be in
Harvard and Firefly aircraft, Ob-
servers will he appointed to Firefly
squadrons during May and June only,
according to present plans. However,
these courses will be continued should
facilities be made available during the
rest of the summer. Further infor-

- mation with respect to this matter

will be promulgated at a later date,

All officers wishing to take part in
the flying courses must be medically
examined before leaving their respec-
tive naval divisions and each officer
must carry his medical documents
when reporting to the RCN Air
Station.

Names and dates of availability of
officers are to be forwarded to Head-
quarters through the appropriate
naval division.

Educational Requirements for Promotion to Commissioned Officer
when the Naval Forces are not on Active Service

The educational requirements for
promotion to Commissioned Officer
(when not on Active Service) have
been revised. The amendment is
designed to produce the educational

qualification best suited to the needs
of each branch. The qualifications are
also more nearly similar to those
existing in the Army and Air Force.

REQUIREMENTS
BRANCH _—
Cier CHET
Executive English Naval History or
Communicator Professional English
Navigation
Mathematics
Physics
Supply English Naval History
Bookkeeping Physics :
Professional English
Electrical English Mathematics
Communicator (S) Physics
Practical Electricity
Electronics
Engineering English Mathematics )
Ordnance Chemistry Physics
Constructor Mechanies and Heat
Photographic English Mathematics or Chemistry
Medical Chemistry Physics :
Professional English
Regulating English Naval History
Band Mathematics Physics
Professional English
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