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The Cover—No bugle note sounded on the morning air as

Ldg. Sea. Ronald J. Chafe, whose home is at Deep River, Ontario,
raised the White Ensign at HMCS Churchill in northern Manitoba,
The temperature was 40 degrees below zero, the wind 20 knots,
adding up to the equivalent of 80-90 below in still air. Cd. Off.

- E. A. Burke braved the blast, too—just long enough to snap the
picture, salute and head for the shelter of the naval radio station.

LADY OF THE MONTH

Last December the Beacon Hill com-
pleted five years in commission as a Pres-
tonian class frigate—five years that had
seen her range the Pacific from the Aleu-
tians to New Zealand on operational and
training cruises.

For three of those years the Beacon Hill
had reigned as Cock of the Fleet in boat
pulling, a situation that was taken care of
by a sister frigate, the Jonquiere, at the
Pacific Command’s fleet regaita last fall.

The picture of the Beacon Hill on the
opposite page was taken during Operation
Sea Shell on a sunny day last September.
(E-63370).
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Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Directorate of Naval
Photography, quoting the negative number
of the photograph, giving the size and finish
required, and enclosing a money order for
the full amount, payable to the Receiver
General of Canada,

Sizes, finish and the National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10

62 x 8% glossy finish only ......,..... .40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......... .50
11 x 14 matte finish only ............., 1.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 per
year; outside of North America,
$1.50. Orders, accompanied by
cheque or money order made to
the Receiver General of Canada,
should be sent to:

THE QUEEN’S PRINTER,

Department of Public Printing

and Stationery,

Ottawa, Ont.

Communications, other than those

relating to subscriptions, should
be addressed to:

EDITOR,

The Crowsnest,
Naval Headguarters,
Ottawa, Ont.
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THE LITTLE SHIPS

Part Two

N JANUARY 19, 1943,
at 1100, the conference
for Convoy HON-158,
comprising 20 ships in-
< cluding the Provider,
B, W s held and I was as-
signed to it as commodore, Predictions
of approaching bad weather were
voiced, but time did not permit delay
on that score, Escorts were in short
supply and our convoy was timed to
leave Halifax to rendezvous with a
well escorted ON convoy, 150 miles
east of Halifax, bound from Britain to
New Yorlk.

At 1515 the Provider left her jetty,
passed through the Gate at 1603 and
commenced forming up the convoy.
Escorts were, I believe, the Canadian
corvettes Barrie and Cobalt and mine-
sweepers Drummondville and Kenora.

As darkness descended the dim out-
lines of ships to our right and left
were barely visible; the predicted bad
weather was also upon us. By 2000 it
was blowing a moderate gale from the
east-southeast, accompanied by a fall-
ing barometer and a long heavy head
swell and sea which reduced our speed
to four or five knots.

The natural anxiety of a captain
taking a new, untried ship to sea with
an inexperienced crew and the added
responsibility of being commodore of a
convoy in enemy submarine-infested
waters was intensified by the ‘vicious
weather. The Provider, with water bal-
last, sat deep in the water, pitching and
rolling heavily in the increasing sea
and swell. With inadequate power to
manceuvre quickly and devoid of bilge
keels or rolling chocks to retard her
lively movements, it was no wonder
that half the ship’s company were
violently sea-sick; there was little sleep
for anybody that night.

As dawn broke, the wind, having
slowly veered to the west had increased
to a full gale, reaching force 11 in
violent squalls. At daylight only three
merchant ships were in sight; the ships
of the convoy, having received orders
to proceed independently, were scat-
tered hither and yon (I believe they
all eventually reached their destina-
tions). The escorts, receiving serious
superstructure damage, limped back to
port as best they could. The SS City

of Baroda was now the only vessel in
sight but she too soon disappeared and
we were on our own. To ease the
heavy labouring of the ship, we ran
before the gale but gave up all hope
of reaching the rendezvous.

S THE DAY wore on the gale
A continued with unabated fury. The
temperature had dropped to 21° F and
heavy ice was rapidly forming on our
superstructure making the ship ex-
tremely difficult to manage. Heavy seas
had washed overboard scramble nets,
wooden breakwaters and guard-rail
stanchions. Ice had even frozen the
engine room telegraph connections,
necessitating communication with the
engine room by voice pipe, and our
wireless aerial, sagging with the weight
of ice, seemed ready to snap at any
moment, which it shortly did.

This is the second instalment of
a three-part history of the Royal
Canadian Navy’s Fairmile motor
launches during the Second World
War. The author is Captain Joseph
A. Heenan, RCN (Ret), who has
written the story as a tribute to
the officers and men who served
in a little publicized branch of the
naval service.

The vessel, now yawing heavily and
shipping continuous seas, gave us no
alternative but to heave to. In the proc-
ess, when passing through the trough
of the sea, the ship rolled almost to her
beam ends, unseating the heavy galley
stoves, damaging them beyond ready
repair and thus adding to our discom-~
fort by denying us hot food. With the
ship heading now into wind and sea,
the increased force of the wind snapped
our ice-laden wireless aerial but not
before wireless silence had been broken
to report our distress and dead reckon-
ing position in Latitude 42° 40’ North;
Longitude 61° 56’ West, i.e., about 136
miles southeast by south form Halifax.
Surely no submarine could launch a
successful attack in such a sea. But if
it could, from now on we were a sitting
duck.

The gale, now steady from the west
but with undiminished force, caused

precipitous seas, making the ship piteh,
pound and shudder with increasing
violence. Enveloped by continuous
spray, with the temperature at 19° F,
those exposed on the poorly protected
bridge were whipped and stung by
water in the process of turning into
ice. This condition prevailed through-
out that day and night and it seemed
that we would ride out the gale, but our
troubles were not yet over.

By 0800 the next day, with added ice
and weight to our superstructure, the
ship became more clumsy and did not
respond to helm orders as she should;
on inspection it was found that the
ruddder-head was working loose on
its seating., The danger of losing our
rudder was imminent and we resorted
to steering by engines alone to keep the
ship head to sea. The Provider was
fitted with a balance rudder suspended
from a cast-steel rudder carrier. Con-
tinual pounding and the force of the
sea had loosened the  holding-down
bolts of the carrier and some had al-
ready broken. We did not have the
facilities to repair this at sea but, by.
the ingenuity of our Engineering Offi-
cers, Lt.-Cdr. (E) H. E. Christensen,
RCNR, and Lt. (E) E. Revfem, RCNR,
stiffening steel wedges were shaped
and inserted to keep the rudder-head
secure. Watches were now doubled and
preparations made to erect a jury rud-
der, if necessary, but fortunately by
constant nursing, the rudder was saved.

HE GALE was now at its height,
An unusually heavy sea struck
with terrific force, cascades of water
descended upon us, shaking the ship
from bow to stern and she quivered like
a dying thing. A sense of pending dis-
aster could be felt. Another venture into
the trough of that turbulent sea would
surely spell our doom. If the rudder.
held, if the engines did not fail, if we
could keep her head to sea, if she did
not bury herself in that angry turmoil
and if the endurance and spirit of our
officers and men could rise to the occa- .
sion, then there was hope. ‘

What could I do? After almost con-
tinuous duty on the bridge my strength
was failing, so I did what I think most
sailors would have done, who by the
very nature of their calling live close
to God, I turned to Him and prayed
hard for help and strength to carry on.
A strange thing happened; a new feel-
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Bowling, Dancing
On Club Program

A bowling party completed and a
spring dance planned are highlights of
the entertainment program of the Co-
bourg-Port Hope Naval Veterans’ Asso-
ciation.

Prize winners at the bowling party,
held in Wright’s Lanes in Cobourg,
were: Evelyn McCaw, Audrey Puddy,
and Fern Lane for the women; Chuck
McCaw, George Clinton and Bill Lane
for the men.

Entertainment chairman Bill Lane
announced that plans are completed for
a spring dance to be held in the new
Lions’ recreation hall in Port Hope in
May.

Some members and their wives at-
tended the naval balls sponsored by the
Peterborough and Oshawa Clubs.

City Plans to
Display Relics

The Peterborough, Ontario, city
council is considering what should be
done with war souvenirs—including the
the bell from the corvette HMCS Peter-
borough—which have been stored in a
vault for 12 years.

City Clerk E. A. Outram brought to
council’s attention the fact the ship’s
pbell and the bagpipes and kettledrum
of the Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry
Highlanders, the headquarters company
of which was enlisted in Peterborough
early in the war, were stored in city
hall.

The city came into possession of the
articles shortly after the cessation of
hostilities. at a time when plans for
construction of the Memorial Centre
were being completed.

Mr. Outram wrote tol,'Naval Head-
quarters in Ottawa and asked for a
memento of HMCS Pecterborough which
the city intended should be set in a
place of honour in the new community
centre. The bell was sent in reply.

For some unexplained reason, plans
for a memorial chapel in the Memorial
Centre were not fulfilled and the three
mementoes remained in storage.

Now, however, city council would
like to hold a ceremony and have the
articles placed on display—preferably
in the Memorial Centre.

CNA Directors
Meet in Kitchener

The objectives of the RCN Benevolent
Fund were outlined by Li.-Cdr.. Harry
McClymont, fund secretary, at the
quarterly meeting of the board of di-
rectors of the Canadian Naval Asso-
ciation in Kitchener in late January.
The meeting was held in the new club
rooms of the Kitchener-Waterloo branch
of the CNA and was presided over by
H. A. Maynard, CNA national president,
of Oshawa.

Attention was drawn to the fact that
Battle of the Atlantic Sunday would be
held on May 6 and that the May 6-12
would be recognized as Navy Week. If

Why Officers
Went Hungry

Officers in the regular force or re-
serve, who feel the upkeep of uniform
is burdensome, might well cast an eye
on instructions given RCNVR officers
about to join HMCS Saguenay at
Montreal for two weeks' training in -
the depression year. 1936.

A letter from Naval Service Head-
quarters said it was “strongly recom-
mended” that the VRs bring with
them, in addition to regular uniform
clothing:

Frock coat;

Mess dress jacket;
Evening waistcoats
white);

Cocked hat;
Epaulettes;

Full dress belt;
Boots and shoes as necessary for
above, and

White uniforms.

{(blue and

was suggested that naval veterans’ clubs
might wish to organize special events
to observe the occasion.

The directors decided not to affiliate
at present with the Royal Naval Asso-
ciation but to continue a policy of
cordial co-operation.

Reports from member clubs indicated
a healthy continuation of the trend
toward closer co-operation with the
Navy League of Canada and Sea Cadets.

Directors found encouragement in the
number of requests for information on
the formation of new naval veterans’
clubs and in the noticeable strengthen-
ing of established clubs.

The CNA is considering a distinctive
flash for members’ berets and discussion
of this will be continued at the next
directors’ meeting.

Mr. Maynard congratulated the Kit-
chener-Waterloo branch on their well-
equipped club rooms and on having
acquired them in a comparatively short
time since organizing. He thanked the
club and its ladies’ auxiliary for their
generous hospitality.

The Canadian Naval Association is
sponsoring the eighth annual naval
veterans’ reunion in Kingston on May
18, 19 and 20.—S.P.

Pre-War Club
Names Officers

H. J. Hanson, a former petty officer,
has been elected president of the Pre-
War RCNVR Club in Toronto.

Elected vice-president was C. H. E.
Moore, with N. J. Yorkston, secretary,
H. McCallum, treasurer, and L. Payton
master at arms.

Committee members are: Captain L.
D. Stupart, RCNR (Ret), Lt.-Cdr. J.
Jefferies, RCN (Ret), J. McCallum, S.
Wheeler and William Clews.

Captain W. D. Houghton, command-
ing officer of HMCS Star, Hamilton
naval division, was chairman of the
meeting during elections.
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Northwest under the Ice

N AUGUST 1954, HMCS Labrador
fought her way west under full
power through Viscount Melville Sound
in the North West Passage. The ice was
heavy, hummocked polar pack under
pressure and the officer of the walch
stood his watch with one eye on the
ice and the other on the sounding ma-
chine. A good day’s run was 30 miles,
In August 1960, a scant six years
later, the nuclear submarine USS Sea-

dragon, transited this same stretch of.

ice-covered sea, submerged, and con-
tinued on westbound through McClure
Strait bound for the Pole. Her speed
was 16 knots—a day’s run in excess of
380 miles. This was an incredible feat
and a startling revelation of the nuclear
submarine’s capabilities in waters
abounding with dangers such as in-
accurately charted land masses, un-
known depths and the solid ice above
the Seadragon’s “sail”.

The captain of the Seadragon was
Cdr. George P. Steele, USN, and,
happily for both seaman and layman, he
has written a Dbook about his subma-
rine’s exploits. The author is not only
a highly competent professional naval
officer; he also an able writer.

The book could have been a personal
account of the author’s difficulties and
achievements on the long voyage from
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, to Pearl
Harbour, Hawaii, by way of the North
West Passage but this is not the case,
Only rarely does Cdr. Steele write of
his heavy responsibility as the captain
and leader of a difficult and hazardous
expedition. When he does give a modest
glimpse of a few of the many problems
and decisions besetting him, the utter
loneliness of command deep beneath the
surface of the polar sea becomes for-
cibly evident.

Much of the book is about the officers
and men who manned Seadragon from
her commissioning until her arrival in
Pearl Harbour, and this is as it should
be. A nuclear submarine demands per-

BOOKS for the
SAILOR

fection from her ship’s company in their
everyday duties at sea. The Seadragon
tested her crew’s capabilities in a
unique fashion and the captain gives
generous credit to all who contributed
to the success of the voyage.

Nansen, the Arctic explorer, wrote
many years ago:— ‘“The success of a
polar expedition depends upon the
preparations made beforehand.” This is
as true today as it was in the days of
wooden ships, ice saws, dogs and
sledges. The early chapters of this book
are devoted to the training of a nuclear
submarine’s officers and men.

In the course of his own early train-
ing, the author gives an entertaining
insight into the personality of the iras-
cible, dynamic and controversial Rear-
Admiral Hyman Rickover. The admiral’s
methods and personal demands in the
selection of captains and officers for
nuclear submarines have been criticized
in many quarters. It would however be
foolhardy to criticize the results he
achieves with these unorthodox meth-
ods. Cdr. Steele describes his initial re-
actions after his first interview with the
formidable admiral. The hopeful candi-
date for nuclear submarines left ex-
tremely angry, having been apparently
rejected out of hand and without much
opportunity to present his case. For-
tunately, for the Seadragon and the
reader, this treatment only hardened
his determination to command a nuclear
submarine and he demanded and got a
second interview.

Sufficient technical information is in-

jected throughout the book to provide
an understanding as to how a nuclear

\
!

submarine is manceuvred, propelled and
navigated and the dialogue is skillfully
handled to give emphasis to the con-
stant vigilance necessary to ensure
safety. The hard fact is driven home
that complex equipmeni such as ice~
berg detectors, highly sensitive sonar
and sounding equipment and all the
other scientific paraphernalia required
for high-speed undersea navigation are
only effective provided skilled inter-
pretation is available. This skill was on
board the Seadragon in good measure
under the leadership of Dr. Waldo Lyon
of the Naval Electronics Laboratory in
San Diego. Very few have heard of
Waldo Lyon but, among those few, his
name is automatically coupled with
the achievements of the nuclear sub-
marines in their polar voyages.

It will also be of particular interest
to Canadian readers to meet Commo-
dore O. C. S. Robertson, RCN, since
retired, on board the Seadragon as an
adviser and observer. The only question
left unanswered to this reviewer by Cdr.
Steele is how the commodore, who is
six feet, eight inches in height managed
to sleep on a standard length USN
bunk.

With the advent of the RCN into the
submarine field this book should be
widely read and its implications should
be carefully studied. Cdr. Steele is to
be congratulated both as a submarine
captain and an an author in conclu-
sively exploding the myth, still cur-
rently believed in many circles, that
the Canadian Arctic and the Polar
Sea are insurmountable barriers. This
sea has now become a training ground
for nuclear submarines of the TU.S.
Navy. It could become a battleground.
—T.A.L

USS SEADRAGON—NORTHWEST UNDER
THE ICE, by Cdr. George P. Steele, USN;
published in Canada by Clarke, Irwin and
Company, Limited, 791 St. Clair Ave., W.,
Toronto 10, 248 pages; illustrated; $5.75.
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THE SAVO DEBACLE

“The Assyrian came down like a wolf
on the fold...”

HE LINE is brought to mind on

reading a book-length account of
the Battle of Savo Island. The wolf in
this instance was 'a Japanese force of
seven cruisers and one destroyer. The
fold was Savo Sound, later and for good
reason to be named Ironbottom Bay. -In
it were 19 transports and {reighters,
engaged in the landings on Guadalcanal
and Tulagi,, and a covering force of
eight cruisers and eight destroyers. The
warships were not together, but were
split into four groups and so deployed
as to cover the three entrances to the
sound.

In the post-midnight darkness of
August 9, 1942, the Japanese slashed
in through one entrance and out the
other. Behind them they left four sink-
ing cruisers—three American and one
Australian—and two damaged destroy-
ers. Casulaties were 1,024 killed or died
of wounds, 709 wounded. The Japanese
made off virtually without a scratch.

. Samuel Eliot Morrison has called
Savo Island one of the worst defeats

ever inflicted on the U.S. Navy. It was
not .decisivé—although it might have
been if the Japanese had pursued their
advantage.. And good did come of it. In
this respect it was something like
Dieppe. Many lessons were learned, the
hard way.:

The shock of Savo Island reverberated
throughout the U.S. Navy, and indeed
through all the allied sea forces. The
result was a new and healthy "fespect
for the fighting qualities of the Imperial
Japanese Navy, a new toughness in
attitude, and the rectification of nu-
merous faults and failures starkly re-
vealed by the defeat.

The same faults and failures that
occured then can occur again, This is
one of the reasons why today so much
emphasis is given to training, in our
navy as in others. It is dlso a good
reason for reading this book.—R.C.H.

SAVO. The Incredible Debacle Off Guadal-
canal, by Richard F. Newcomb, New York,
Holt,” Rinehart and Winston (1961); $4.95.

HM SUBMARINES

N THE AFTERGLOW of late evening
I' in the Mediterranean on May 24,
1941, five Italian destroyers were
grimly searching for the submarine that
had just torpedoed one of their charges,
a large troopship crammed with re-
inforcements for the Axis army in North
Africa. For those below there followed
19 minutes of horror as the explosions

" RCN Matchbook
Covers Listed

A comprehensive, illustrated cata-
logue of RCN matchbook covers has
been prepared by Patrick E. Griffiths,
Canadian secretary of the British
Matchbox Label and Booklet Society,
of 30 Gallie Road, Hamilton, Ontario.

Mr. Griffiths is at present trying to
locate matchbook covers from the
Town class destroyers, transferred by
the USN to the RN and RCN in the
1940 destroyers-for-bases deal.

In particular he is seeking a cover.
from HMS Mansfield, ex-USS Euvans,
the last ship in which he served. Cur-
rently this cover is selling for '$8.‘
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from 37 depth charges flung their boat
about like a toy.

Finally there was silence and then
“strange noises were heard along the
hull, rather like a sweep wire groping
along the outside”. The 17,800-ton liner
Conte Rosso had sunk to her final rest-
ing place and probably almost succeeded
in enmeshing HMS Upholder in her
rigging and thereby wreaking vengeance
for her own destruction.

For this attack, the highlight of a
successful patrol, Lt.-Cdr. M. D. Wan-
klyn, the commanding officer of the
Upholder won the Victoria Cross, the
first of nine (a total of 24 were awarded
to naval personnel) to be bestowed on
British submariners during the Second
World War. Their deeds, alone, ob-
viously provide interesting material for
Submarine Victory, a book which tells
the story-of the Royal Navy’s submarine
branch from September 1939, when

. the Home Fleet put to sea to-escort a
. damaged HMS Spearfish home from

the Kattegat, to the sinking .of a Jap-
anese destroyer by HMS Stubborn in
July 1945,

The author, an ex-submariner, has
consulted reliable sources and his
work is comprehensive, including detail
on the activities of midget submarines.
The;‘e are many good stories and it is a
pity that such a large field has had to
be covered, as the book tends to de-

. generate into a dull recital of facts.

Submarine Victory, however, is a
reliable chronological history of a

. resourceful service, which unlike its

enemy counterpart, never had unlimited
opportunities to sink shipping but by
the use of its professional skill, partic-
ularly in the Mediterranean theatre,
was able to exercise a decided influence
on-the course of the war—J.D.FK.

SUBMARINE VICTORY, by David A.
Thomas; published in Canada by the Ryer-
son Press, 299 Queen St. W, Toronto 2B;
224 pages, illustrated; $5.

BRITISH AUTHORITY
ON SHIPS PASSES

Word has been received of the death
in England on December 18, 1961, of
A. C. Hardy, naval architect and pro-
lific writer on shipbuilding, ship de-
sign and naval operations. Author of
the three-volume Everyman’s History
of the' War at Sea and illustrated works,
such as Warships at Work, Mr. Hardy
had maintained close contact with The
Crowsnest for the past 13 years.

Expatriates
Visit Frigates

The visit of the frigates Fort Erie
and New Waterford, to Abidjan, Cote
d'Ivoire, February 18-22, was the first
by Canadian warships to the busy
ultra-modern port on the coast of
West Africa.

The stop-over at Abidjan, the capital
of Ivory Coast, gave Canadian mis-
sionaries and citizens serving there an
opportunity to renew ties with their
-homeland. The missionaries were Rev.
Fr. Robert Quellette, of Winnipeg. Rev.
Brothers Fernand Bibeau, of Levis,
P.Q., and Charles Casista, of St.-
Como de Beauce, P.Q. These members
of the Marianist Order are directing
the “Externat St. Paul du Plateau”
school in the French community of
Abidjan. Another visitor was Jean-
Paul Baillargeon, of Laprairie, P.Q.,
who is serving as an economist in the
Ivory Coast government.

The U.S. ambassador and embassy
officials’ did much to make the four-
day stay in Abidjan an enjoyable one.
The French Army provided transpor-
tation to and from the beaches for
members of the ships’ companies, for
picnics and sports afternocons.







RN Seeks
Mobility

Forces with increased mobility to
lessen the dependence on overseas bases
is emphasized in the Royal Navy’s es-
timates of 1962, according to the Ad-
miralty News Summary.

“It promises to be a busy year ahead,”
" says the Admiralty publication, in its
commentary on the estimates.

“The First Lord, in presenting the
Explanatory Statement on the Navy
Estimates explained, first of all, the
main setting, which is the trend of
British strategy for some years ahead,
the need for more mobile forces to
lessen the dependence on overseas bases.
The Navy has to be prepared to play
a central role in the kind of operations
which involve closer combination and
co-operation of all three services; it
must inevitably be involved in any
limited war operations in which the
country becomes engaged.

“Less dependence on bases underlines
the great importance of afloat support;
those replenishment tankers, stores and
armament support ships, submarine
depot ships, repair ships, minesweeper
maintenance and support ships, freight-
ing tankers and the like, which we
first fully appreciated in the vast areas
of the Pacific in the last war, when
they were known as the Fleet train.
We are at the moment building two
new Tide class tankers and it is hoped
to order shortly two newer, faster and
bigger ships which will increase our
ability to refuel the Fleet at sea.

“This year, much of what has been
talked about in the past will be really
happening; the guided missile destroyers
are coming into service; the Seaslug
weapon with which they are armed is
becoming operational, that is, the Hamp-
shire and Devonshire are both armed
with Seaslug Mark I; the Dreadnought
is going to be commissioned this year;
the first squadron of Buccaneers em-
barks this year; the Albion, the second
commando ship, is commissioned; the
Wessex helicopter is in service, both
anti-submarine and shortly, carrying
commandos; the Tribals, general pur-
pose frigates, are now in service and,
as well, we are getting on with the
remainder of the four County Class
ships on order; the Valiant, the first

British-designed nuclear submarine is.

progressing and the new Leander class
frigates are going ahead”.
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SAILORS AT PLAY
IN THE FAR EAST

EPRESENTATIVE teams from the

Assiniboine, Margaree and Ottawa
have participated in an active sports
program during their winter cruise to
southeast Asia. They have played soft-
ball, soccer, volleyball, water polo, golf,
hockey and basketball and their op-
ponents have included Japanese civilian

‘and service teams and others represent-

ing ships of the British, Indian and
U.S. navies.

During the divisions’ brief stay in
Pearl Harbour, teams met the USS
Radford, Renshaw and Shelton in both
softball and basketball, the Canadians
winning three softball outings and los-
ing two basketball games.

An active sports program was ar-
ranged for, K the division for the period
of its stay in Yokosuka, Japan. The
opposition was from the USN Seahawks,
locally known as the top dogs in most
athelic activities on the naval base,
and select teams from the Japanese
Maritime Self-Defence Force. Against
such opposition, the divisional teams
faired extremely well, considering that
this was the first opportunity for the
teams from the three ships to play
together as a unit.

The first softball game was played
against the Seahawks, who proved to be
far superior in all phases of the game
as they ran up a score of 13-0. Lack of
practice and bad timing in the field
proved to be the downfall of the divi-
sional team as the Seahawks scored all
13 runs on only five base hits.

The following day the division played
the Japanese representative team and
won by a score of 12-6. This game
provided a new experience to many of
the RCN players, as the first half of
the game was played under Japanese
rules and with Japanese equipment.
After five innings, the hosts held a
4-3 lead but faltered in the later innings
when playing under Canadian rules and
with Canadian equipment.

Adherence to the Olympic rules by a
strict and competent official was in itself
too much for the inexperienced divi-
sional volleyball team. The USN Sea-
hawks were again the opposition and
displayed excellent teamwork and co-
ordination to win handsomely 15-5,
15-10, 15-13.

The soccer game proved to be the
most popular of the week, receiving
publicity through the base newspaper

and local advertising boards. The USN
Seahawks are leading the Tokyo and
District Soccer League with an im-
pressive five wins, two draws and one
loss record. It was generally felt and
expressed that the Seahawks would
beat the RCN at its own game.

The first half saw the Canadians one
goal up, having outshot the opposition
24-2, After five minutes of the second
half the Seahawks equalized. The re-
mainder of the game saw the divisional
team in the Seahawk half of the field
for most of the time, again outshooting
the opposition 16-3. Rather than play
extra time to decide the game, the US
team declined in favour of a draw.

The USN Seahawks again appeared
to be masters of the hardwood floor,
in beating -the divisional basketball
team 55-45. The score could have been
considerably higher had the opposition
so desired. The second game was played
against the Maritime Self-Defence
Force, who, though far superior in speed
and ball handling, were unable to
collect the rebounds from the back-
boards because of the difference in
height of the two teams. This was to
the advantage of the RCN team who
went on to win 62-486,

The first two hockey games were used
to condition the players and select the
team to play the Tokyo Industrial All-
Stars. The first of the games was played
against the University of Tokyo, which
was beaten 4-2, while the second was
against the University of Wasedo, which
surprisingly beat the Canadians 8-5.
With these two games behind them and
a restful week-end in Tokyo, the divi-
sional team was well primed to take
on all comers.

On Monday, February 5, the team
scored a 10-3 victory over an all-star
team from an industrial league in
Tokyo.

An estimated 2,500 Tokyo citizens
and a cheering section of Canadian
sailors watched the game in Tokyo’s
Korakuen Ice Palace. The Canadian
ambassador to Japan, W. F. Bull, offi-
ciated at the opening face-off.

AB Dale Frost led the Canadians with
three goals. AB Bill Thomas, scored
two, and the others were tallied by Ldg.
Sea. Bill Low, PO Walter Rowan, Ord.
Sea. Barry Grainger, AB Richard Vol-
lett, and PO Paul Lapointe.
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