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LADY OF THE MONTH

A word from a correspondent, noting
that one of Canada’s splendid new de-
C O N T E N T S stroyer escorts had yet to receive adequate

pictorial treatment in the pages of The

Crowsnest was enough to send the editor
scurrying to the photographic files of the
Dircctorate of Naval Information. What
. he found appears on the oppositc page

RCN News Review ..., 2 and it is to be hoped it docs justice to a
warship that proudly bears both the name

. of a mighty river and the capital cily of

Reunion at Woodstock ................ R AR RREEEEE 4 Canada. (Can anyone sce an Irish pen-
-+ nant?)

Tobago to Grenada by Boat ............................ 7 This month, June 1957, she was one of

two ships who represented the Royal Can-

Oﬁ‘icers and Men 9 adian Navy at the superlative naval re-

view at Hampton Roads in honour of the
first English settlement in North America

, : o 0 at Jamestown, Virginia. Hecr companion
Weddmgs and Births ... ] (which may be ignored for thc moment)

was HMCS Assiniboine. It was the 350th
John Pegg Retires ................ccccoiiiiiiiin, 11 anniversary of the founding of the colony

which gave rise to thc romantic story of

Captain John Smith and the Indian prin-
West Coast Museum Re-Named ........................ 13 cess, Pocahantas,

15 The foregoing is all beside the main
! , Leaf ................................ point, which is that the Offawa is a fine
The Funnel's Maple 'f ship, with a fine tradition, doing her share

as a member of the Royal Canadian Navy's
The Priest and the Sea Cadets ........................... 17 modern flcet. (DNS-17257-88)
SOlVlT’lg a DlVlng PrOblem """"""""""""""""""""""" 19 Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
Aﬂoat and Ashore ..................................... 20 with the caption for the benefit of persons
o wishing to obtain prints of the photos.
Books for the Sailor 23 This they may do by sending an order to

the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Photographic Section, quot-

The Navy Plays .................................................. 25 ing the negative number of the photograph,
i giving the size and finish required, and en-

. closing a money order for the full amount,
Lower Deck Promotions .............................. 27

payable to the Receiver General of Canada,
Sizes, finish and the National Defence

Naval Lore Corner No. 48 ............ Inside Back Cover standardized prices, follow:
4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10
6Y% x 8!% glossy finish only ..,......... 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......... .50
11 x 14 matte finish only ..,........... 1.00
_16x20 . e, 3.00
20 x 24 ¢ “ e, 4,00
) 30 x 40 o K e, 8.00
The Cover—Apologies are certainly due to Ldg, Sea. William
G. Monteith if the publication of this picture dooms him forever SUBSCRIPTION RATE
to darning his own socks. Pictures of sailors plying the sailmaker’s The Crowsnest may be sub-

scribed for at the rate of $1 for

trade, however, are far between. Here Ldg. Sea. Monteith is 12 issues. Orders, accompanied by

i : y de to

'ashioni er ; termaster’s desk in HMCS cheque or money order ma
fashioning a canvas cover for the quar . the Receiver General of Canada,
Crusader which served as flagship for Rear-Admiral R, E, S, Bid- should be sent to:

: ' : ; ; - THE QUEEN’S PRINTER

; E exercises this -
well, Flag Officer Atlantic Coast, during Caribbean s Department of Public Drinting
spring. (S-205) ’ and Stationery,

Ottawa, Ont.
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The weather being pleasant, an ideal

opportunity was afforded to carry out
various exercises and evolutions before
arrival in- southern California. On
passing a jackstay between the Cres-
cent and the Cayuga it was considered
a perfect time to transfer someone by
bosun’s ‘chair.
" As the Crescent had a man confined
to sick bay with a sore throat, the
medical officer in the Cayuga seemed
to be the logical one to transfer. It
was later reported that upon his ar-
rival on board the Crescent he was
heard to ask: “When does the next
train leave for Esquimalt?”

During our exercises an anti-aircraft
shoot was arranged and along with two
American destroyers all guns were
given an opportunity to fire at the
drogue. After passing over the Cay-
uga three times and having two drogues
brought down and one damaged, the
aircraft commented it had better give
the other two ships a chance before
it ran out of drogues.

The next day, during torpedo firings,
with one of the American ships as a
target, the Torpedo Department, not to
be outdone by the Gunners, scored two
direct hits in a salvo of four torpedoes.
This display of .firing led the USS
Bradford to send the following signal:
“With your quick ‘draw and deadly
aim, suggest change of voice call from
MOTOROLA to WYATT EARP”.

Following the operational side of our
cruise a four-day rest period had been
arranged in San Francisco from May

- 18 to 22. Everyone assured us that
the rain encountered there was most
unseasonal and that May generally is
one of their better ‘months.

While in San Francisco it was noted
in one of the newspapers that a drive
for 1,000 pints. of. blood for Fort Miley
Veterans’ Hospital had fallen far short
of the anticipated amount. A canvass
was immediately made of the ship to
see if we in any way could help out
the veterans. -

The response was immediate and
within 15 minutes 70 volunteers were
obtained. By the next morning, the
original list was expanded 1o 92 vol-
unteers, who left the ship in two bus
loads two hours apart and in very little
time had contributed a pint of blood
to a very worthy cause and at the same
time helped considerably to increase the
deposit in the blood bank.

This effort on the part of the ship’s
company so caught the imagination of
the Canadian Consulate and the San
Francisco newspapers that the latter
afforded considerable space in their
publications.
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HMC Ships

Fortune and James Bay

On March 22, Lt.-Cdr. C. G. Smith
shifted his command from the Comox
to the Fortune and the latter, with the
James Bay in company, sailed for the
northern operations area.

After calls at Alert Bay and Bella
Bella, the Fortune arrived at Prince
Rupert March 30. Personnel from
Chatham, the Prince Rupert naval di-
vision, were given a lecture in mine-
sweeping and were taken on a tour of
the ship. The following day they were
taken to sea to witness various phases
of minesweeping.

The James Bay, meanwhile, visited
Massett and Port Clements in the
Queen. Charlottes, Embarked in the
ship was Chaplain (P) J. A. Roberts,
of Malahat, and he conducted church
services and held Communion in these
villages.

The two sweepers affected a rendez-
vous April 1 and sailed north into Alas-
kan waters, negotiating the inside pas-
sage and Wrangell Narrows, arriving
at Juneau April 2. Although this
stretch of water is very narrow with
strong currents, the excellent system of
buoyage and transits made an ex-
tremely interesting passage. As far as
can be ascertained the Fortune and
James Bay are the first RCN ships to
pass through these Narrows.

After leaving Juneau, a brief call
was made at Ketchikan and the ships
arrived at Prince Rupert for further
RCN (R) training On April 8 the ships
carried out a wire sweep through Pet-
rel Channel ahead of HMCS Ste.
Therese, which was wearing the flag
of Rear-Admiral H. F. Pullen, Flag
Officer Pacific Coast. The previous
week, wire sweeps were carried out in
Mussel Inlet and Sheep Passage.

On the return trip, the James Bay
rescued a fisherman from a makeshift
raft off Port Hardy. He had been
driven ashore on an island in the Gor-
don group and, after a week had passed,
built himself a raft and set out for
Vancouver Island. He was subsequently
taken to Alert Bay.

By the time the ships had returned
to Esquimalt, the Comox had sailed
for Halifax-with Lt.-Cdr. P. R. Hinton
in command.
Squadron was the paying-off of the
Cordova into the Reserve Fleet.

NAVAL DIVISIONS
HMCS Nonsuch’

Highlight of a busy winter season
for the Nonsuch band was a band con-
cert in aid of the Canadian Hungarian

A second loss to the’

Relief Fund in the Edmonton naval
division’s drill hall.

The 25-piece navy band under the
direction of W. J. Acthymichuk and
PO William Halliwell played a diver-
sified program including ‘“Gold and
Silver Waltz”, “Joyous Noel”’, “Bless
This House”, a euphonium solo beau-
tifully played by AB George Willough-
by, and popular marches such as “Un-
der the Double Eagle”, “Colonel Bogey
on Parade” and “Heart of Qak”.

“Wee MacGregor Patrol”, a novelty
number, was very much enjoyed by the
audience, and especially appreciated by
those Scotsmen who came to hear the
concert. Ldg. Sea. Harry Goldberg
sang several numbers, including “Grad-
uation Day”, “The Nearness of You”
and “White Christmas”. Ldg. Sea.
George Ninian and AB Ronald Bushell
were featured in “Buddies’ and a cor-
onet solo of “Tramp, Tramp, Tramp”
was presented by Ldg. Sea. Jack
Winter.

The highlight of the whole program
was the impersonations given by Ldg.
Sea. Gerald Josey. “Gerry” does a
tremendous “take-oft” of Elvis Presley
and Johnny Ray. He had several en-
cores.

For its finale, the band played its
famous march, “HMCS Nonsuch” writ-
ten and arranged by CPO William
Halliwell.

The concert was arranged by Cdr.
Norman S, Cameron, commanding of-
ficer of Nonsuch, in conjunction with
Frank S. Lieber, chairman of the Can-
adian Humngarian Relief Fund in the
Edmonton area.

A silver collection was taken with
all proceeds going to the Hungarian
relief fund and, despite the cold, mis-
erable weather, there was an excellent
turnout.—J.R.H.

HMCS Montcalm

At  Montealm’s annual inspection,
Captain A. F. Picard presented a
number of trophies to members of the
ship’s company. The best new entry
for the year was Ord. Sea. L. A. Gal-
lichon and the best wren, Wren M. L.
Aubin. The award for the best man
of the specialist branches went to Ord.
Sea. J. P. Grenier while Ord. Sea. A.
J. C. L. Garon won the QR 3’s award.

A problem peculiar to the naval di-
visions of Quebec Province is the
English language. Although all the of-
ficers and senior rating speak English
quite well, all the new entries do not.
To overcome this difficulty for French-
speaking personnel, Montcalm has been
giving an English course on Wednes-
day evenings. Lt. J. A. P. Bussieres
has about 25 members of the ship’s
company attending the lectures—R.L.W.



THE STORMY CAREER
OF 'JACK' FISHER

T TAKES a Professor of History at

the Universily of Hawaii to select
and edit the correspondence of one of
the most controversial figures in the
revolutionary changes which swept the
Royal Navy at the beginning of this
century. No fellow countryman of Ad-
miral Sir John Fisher would dare to
venture in such tempestuous seas.

Professor Marder, who devoted his
first volume to Fisher’s correspondence
prior to 1904, carries on the fascinating
story of this volcanic naval officer who
dominated the Admiralty during the
period 1904-14,

The letters are easy and exciting
to read. For the layman not versed
in the facts of naval policy and ad-
ministration during the decade preced-
ing the First World War there is a
valuable preface which provides the
necessary background to appreciate the
prolific pen of the First Sea Lord.

“Jack” Fisher emerges from his cor-
respondence as a far-seeing genius, yet
brutal in his determination to meet the
twentieth century challenge of a new
ehemy, new ships, new weapons and a
new strategy. It was fortunate that
Fisher was at the Admiralty at the
peak of the Anglo-German naval race,
for the trident was at stake, Fisher
was compelled to speak and write at
the top of his voice to obtain encour-
agement from the politicians. Hence
the forthright language and the con-
stant underlining in his letters for the
sake of emphasis. Little wonder was
it that his friends included such a dy-
namic figure as Admiral Sir Percy
Scott (who should be the patron saint
of all gunners), who insisted on naval
guns hitting the target during practice
shoots.

Many letters call the attention of the
undiscerning to the importance of the
sailor learning his trade where alone
he can learn it, at sea.

Although he was often judged a poor
strategist, Fisher proves himself an ex-
cellent developer of new tactics. He
built the Dreadnought, the first of the
Royal Navy’s “all -big - gun” battle~
ships, redistributed the naval forces,
concentrating his main strength in the
North Sea—the large scale reductions
in squadrons abroad saw the reduction
to care and maintenance of the dock-
yards at Esquimalt and Halifax and
the establishment of the Royal Can-
adian Navy in 1910—opened the Naval
War College at Greenwich, and tried

to make the executive and engineer
officers interchangeable, He was one
of the few persons genuinely interested
in submarines at the beginning of the
century and foresaw all naval develop-
ments except the implications of air
power,

Brief references are made to the ill-
fated Canadian Naval Aid Bill of 1913,
and Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Sir Robert
Borden,

The voluminous correspondence to
First Lords McKenna and Churchill
not only pays ftribute to the prophetic
foresight of Fisher but also discloses
the bitter rivalry and hatreds which
his sweeping changes created and which
led to professional friction between the
two schools, composed of the followers
of Sir John and Admiral Lord Charles

BOOKS for the
SAILOR

Beresford. Therein lies a lesson for
all naval administrators today.

The author has given us a new kind
of approach to naval history and he
has clearly enjoyed his work. It is an
excellent idea to add to this series in
a future volume which will cover the
period 1914-20. We can look forward
to reading the intimate details of the
great friendship between Fisher and
Churchill which was sadly embitiered
when the Dardanelles campaign did not
go according to plan.—L.F.

FEAR GOD AND DREAD NOUGHT, VOL-
UME II: THE YEARS OF POWER, selected
and edited by Arthur J, Marder, Clarke,
Irwin & Company, Toronto. $7.00.

THE USN's DRAMATIC
STORY MADE EASY

ROM MEN without training sail-
F ing a handful of privateers to
highly skilled specialists manning one
of the largest and most varied fleets
in the world—that is the story of the
United States Navy. It is told in “The
Compact History of the United States
Navy” written by the late Fletcher
Pratt, well-known naval and military
writer, novelist, and magazine writer.

This is not a study of naval tactics
and strategy, but a review of almost
200 years of development from the
makeshift continental navy of the Am-
erican revolution to the atomic sub-
marines and super-carriers of the pres-
ent day. It is also the story of the
men who contributed to the USN’s
growth and its traditions—the daring
of John Paul Jones, the determination
of David Farragut, the spirit of Stephen
Decatur, the cold logic of Raymond
Spruance, and the quiet understanding
of Chester Nimitz. The book is writ-
ten as a popular history, is profusely
illustrated and makes for enjoyable, as
well as informative, reading.

The struggling American colonies
realized sea power was the vital in-
gredient of success in a battle and had
a navy of sorts during the 1770s but
it was not until 1798 that the Navy
Department was established. The in-
fant United States Navy began a quiet
growth but it was not regarded as a
potent force even in its own country,

but the War of 1812 changed that. The
navy scored remarkable (all the more
so because they were unexpected) vic-
tories, particularly on Lake Champlain,
against the British., The USN emerged
as “pound for pound the most formid-
able fighting service in the world”.

There were gains from this recogni-
tion as officers and men were attracted
to a career in the navy. The American
ships began to sail the seas and pro-
vide travel and adventure for young
men. There were other developments
too, such as the setting of uniform
standards for the men early in the
1840s. Until that time men wore pretty
much what they pleased aboard the
ships, even though they had a uniform
for dress wear. The officers had had
uniforms for some time.

But for all this interest and progress,
other factors dominated the navy'’s
story in the 1850s and early 1860s. The
promotions were few and far between
as there was no retirement system.
There are records of midshipmen still
waiting for promotion at the age of
50. There were controversies over
flogging and other abuses. However,
changes in the promotion and re-
tirement systems were made largely
through the work of Matthew Perry,
and congress moved to end the abuses.

The navy moved further as the re-
sult of the war between the north and
the south, which brought about a fan-
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Service (British Paratroops) where
both sides used the FN -308. Omntario
won the day and CPO Donald Mc-
Culloch excelled with a triple possible
at 100 yards, a perfect score.
- In Hong Kong the Ontario competed
against a composite team from HMS
Tamar and the Royal Marines., Once
again the Omntario’s marksmen were
victorious, and the presentation of a
silver spoon for high score of the day
" was.made to PQ Robert Parsons.
During: the cruise the Ontario’s rifle
team - included  CPO Jim Ross, CPO

Elmer Dodds, CPO Donald MecCulloch, .

PO Lorne Skinner, PO John Pringle
(captain), - PO. Robert Parsons, Ldg.
Sea. Gordon Boyd and AB Edward
Watts. - ' :

Cornwallis Tops

All. €ompetitors

~'In the Atlantic Command, Cornwallis
invaded the pool -at. Stadacona to over-
whelm the rest of the field and capture
the Atlantic Command Swimming and
Diving Championships.

_They piled up- 64 points, six better
than Stadacona. The ships’ teams were
oftf their pace with 15, while Shear-
water trailed with nine.

There were 26 Iteats in the 12. events,
with 62 contestants, . Cornwallis took
eight firsts, including relays and div-
ing, and were second in three events,
third infour and fourth in two. “Stad”
had four first, eight seconds, four thirds
and ‘one fourth.

Commodore E. W. Finch-Noyes, Com-
modore RCN Barracks, presented the
‘trophies- and prizes at the conclusion
of the meet.

Montcalm Forms
Marksmen’s Club
Thirty-four members of Montcalm’s

- Riflé. Club have been turning out regu-
larly on Thursday evenings to make a
very active year in shooting for the
division. . This was their first year of
operation. ,

"CPO T. J. O’Connell took the club’s
trophy for best individual score.

The club, however, did not place well
in the interdivisional shoot, but is look-
ing forward to better shooting next
year.

Sports Stressed
During Cruise

From January 7 to May 3, 1957,
Task Unit 303.0.0 consisting of HMC
Ships Ontario, Jonquiere and Stettler
cruised to the Far East on a Venture
cadet training cruise. During this cruise
all sports were strongly emphasized and

Page twenty-six

inter - ship and inter - divisional sports
programs flourished.

The highlights of the. sports activities
centred around the
which competed against U.S. and Brit-
ish Armed Forces and local teams in
Hawaii, Guam, the Philippines, Singa-
pore, Hong Kong, and Japan with the
following results:

Sport Played Won Lost
Softball .......... 8 .6 2
Basketball ....... 6 2 4
Soccer ........... 3 0 3
Boxing .......... 1 1 0

"Ice Hockey ....... 1 0 1
Sailing—Ship’s dinghies sailed 3 times
Squash .......... 2 0 2
Swimming ....... 2 1 1
Roller Hockey ..., 2 2 0
Tennis ........... 4

(Non-competitive)

At Hong Kong squadron boxers were
matched against the Royal Naval Es-
tablishment and ships present in the
port. Although more than 50 per cent
of the squadron team had not boxed
competitively before, they gained vic-
tory by a narrow margin.

Also at Hong Kong a strong team
from the Hong Kong Softball Associa-
tion was matched against the squad-
ron. The game was won by the squad-
ron team 2-1. .

In ice hockey a squadron team, as-
sembled after three hours of practice,
met the Japanese National Ice Hockey
Team at Tokyo

Publicity in the Japanese press
brought attendance to about 3,000.
Although the game ended in a lop-
sided victory for the Japanese, great
interest was shown in the Canadian
Navy team.

Wreﬁs Compete
In Sports Weekend

Twenty~-four wrens from Stadacona
and Shearwater journeyed to Cornwal-
lis recently to take part in a weekend
of sports activities with wrens from
Cornwallis. :

Competitions included swimming, vol-
leyball and basketball, and Cornwallis
took all events, although in basketball
the margin was slim.

Daerwood Corps
Sets Rifle Record .

A new all-time Canadian record has
been established in the Royal Canadian
Sea Cadet movement by RCSCC Daer-
wood of Selkirk, Manitoba. For the
fourth consecutive year it has won the
Navy League of Canada’s National
Small Bore Rifle Competition, for which

squadron teams

the Hunt Memorial Trophy is awarded
and medals given to each membeér of
the team.

The corps is becoming noted around
the world for its marksmanship, since
it placed second in the first world-wide
Sea Cadet Competition in 1956. This
year’s national event was won with the
excellent score of 95-5 of a possible
100. In second place was RCSCC West-
mount of Sydney, Nova Scotia, with a
score of 95-0, and RCSCC Ajax of
Guelph placed third, scoring 92-158.

This national competition was c¢on-
ducted for the Navy League of Canada
by the Dominion of Canada Rifle As-
sociation.

In recognition of Selkirk’s continued
success in marksmanship, one of its
team members, Leading Cadet Kenneth
Davidson, is included in the party of
sea cadets selected from across Canada,
to participate in the Empire and Com-
monwealth Sea Cadet Camp in England
July 1 to 14. Also included in the
party are two other Sea Cadets who
were on winning teams in last year’s
International Competition. They are
Sea Cadet Petty Officer Gregor Mc-
Pherson of New Waterford, N.S., and
Petty Officer Garfield Lewis of Sydney,
N.S.

Indications are that RCSCC Daer-
wood has in mind retaining its cham-
pionship status for an indefinite period,
and even winning this year’s world
competition — for which the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Ship’s Bell is awarded —
inasmuch as the corps is constructing
a new and modern rifle range, to re-
place the cellar excavation which it has
been using so successfully to date.

Cayuga Outplays
USN Softballers

HMCS Cayuga, of the Pacific Com-
mand’s Second Canadian Escort Squad-
ron, won for herself a record in soft-
ball against USN ships. She challenged
and defeated several American ships,
including the two games of a double-
header against USS Hanson, which had
held a perfect record for two years.

The results of this game brought a
number of challenges, all of which were
fought to victory by the Cayuga.

Armament Depot
Retains Crown

Naval Armament Depot, defending
champions in the Town of Dartmouth
annual Men’s Bowling Tournament, re-
tained their candlepin crown in a sen-
sational 1,614 game against their near-
est rivals, the Church League, to win
the tourney by 21 points.
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