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old copper and lumber store. (OT-2801)

The Cover—In last October’s issue of The Crowsnest there
appeared an article on plans for restoring Nelson’s dockyard in
English Harbour, Antigua. A practical contribution to the effort
was made when the Ontario, during her Caribbean cruise, landed
a work party which lent a hand to repairing and tidying up the
ancient buildings and grounds. PO James Reid and PO Wilfred

Vessey are the two at work here among the beams and rafters of the

LADY OF THE MONTH

It was only last November that Canada’s
new destroyer escort, the St. Laurent, was
recognized in this space, but a number of
events have occurred since then which have
again turned the spotlight on her.

For instance, there were the successful
evaluation tests at Key West, Florida, early
this year. There was her cruise up the
Potomac to Washington, D.C., where many
of her features, and in particular her habi-
tability, won the admiration of officials of
the U.S. Navy department.

The greatest honour of all came, how-
ever, with her choice as an escort for HM
Yacht Britannia on the occasion of the state
visit of Her Majesty the Queen and HRH
the Duke of Edinburgh to Sweden in early
June. Two ships of the Royal Navy, the
new Daring class vessels Delight and De-
fender, sailed on escort duty with the St.
Laurent from Middlesbrough, England, to
Stockholm and return.

Following her duties as escort to the -
Royal yacht, the St. Laurent was to visit
London from June 19 to 26, returning to
Halifax on July 5. Before going to Sweden,
she had visited Londonderry for exercises
with units of the Royal Navy.

The picture on the opposite page shows
her ship’s company at Sunday divisions on
the jetty at Key West. (SL-0045).

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Photographic Section, quot-
ing the negative number of the photograph,
giving the size and finish required, and en-
closing a money order for the full amount,
payable to the Receiver General of Canada,

Sizes, finish and the new National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. § .10

612 x 8% glossy finish only ............ 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......... .50
11 x 14 matte finish only .....ceci0uens 1.00
16 x 20 ¢ “ N 3.00
20x 24 ¢ “ N 4.00
30 x 40 “ ¢ e irierearins 8.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 for
12 issues.

Persons desirous of receiving
their own private copies by mail
should send their orders, accom-
panied by cheque or money or-
der made out to the Receiver
General of Canada, jo:—

THE QUEEN'S PRINTER,
75 St. Patrick Street,
Ottawa, Ont.

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, QOttawa.
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JUTLAND - - LAST BATTLE OF THE GIANTS

Lack of Action Information Meant Victory Less than Final

UST FORTY years ago on May 31,
1916, the Battle of Jutland was
fought., Never before had such a large
force of armoured ships engaged in ac-
tion nor is such an engagement ever
likely to occur again.

On the British side were 37 capital
ships, battle ships and battle cruisers
armed with guns of between 12" and
15”7 calibre, eight armoured -cruisers
armed with 9-2” and 6” guns, 26 light
cruisers carrying 6” guns, and 80 de-
stroyers, under the command of Ad-
miral Sir John Jellicoe,

On the German side were 27 capital
ships, 11 light cruisers and 63 destroy-
ers, commanded by Admiral Reinhard
Scheer,

In terms of casualties the Germans
had the better of the encounter. Stra-
tegically, it was a victory for the British
Grand Fleet which was never again
challenged by the German High Seas
Fleet. Nevertheless, the fact that the
British were unable to take this, their
one opportunity to destroy the High
Seas Fleet, meant that for the rest of
the war, while it remained a fleet in
being, a very considerable expenditure
of men and material was necessary to
maintain the Grand Fleet as an effec-
tive counter.

This memoir is intended merely to
recall an interesting piece of naval his-
tory and not to describe the battle.
Many books are available and a very
excellent and concise account may be
found in the Encyclopeedia Britannica.
If what follows encourages any reader
to look further into the story, it will
not have been written in vain.

There is no doubt but that Sir John
Jellicoe’s deployment of the battle fleet
and his subsequent tactics, in view of
the limited knowledge of the situation
on which his decisions had to be made,
was the culminating point in the art
of handling big surface fleets which
had come down through the centuries
of naval warfare.

Conditions had changed since the days
of sail; indeed they had changed since
the only other ironclad steamship ac-
tion of any consequence—Tsushima in
1905, in which less than 20 heavy ships
were engaged at comparatively close
range and slow speed. By 1916 gun-
fire could be opened at ranges of 20~
25,000 yards, though the practical im-
plications of such ranges had not been
fully studied; and ships were capable
of steaming at speeds of 20-30 knots.

Only one seaplane took part in the
battle and it was quite ineffective, The
British ships were still navigated
with compasses which, surrounded by
armour, lacked directive force and were
seriously affected by the vibration of
gunfire. No means were available to
synchronize or check their individual
reckonings. Radar, of course, was ut-
ferly undreamed of. Night action be-
tween heavy ships was regarded as far
too chancy to be indulged in. Conse-
quently material requirements for it
had not been as fully developed as they

Author Present
At Famous Battle

The “last baitle of the giants”,
as Jutland has come to be known,
was witnessed from the main gun
control tower of the battleship
Valiant by the writer of the ac-
companying article. He was then
a young sub-lieutenant, RN,

Forty years after the events of
which he writes, Captain Eric S.
Brand, who served during the
First World War and in follow-
ing years in the Royal Navy and
throughout the Second World War
in the Royal Canadian Navy, now
is executive director of the Can-
adian Maritime Commission.

might have been, and the only orthodox
weapon of night attack was the de-
stroyer’s torpedo.

How was it that the Grand Fleet,
though placed in positions of tactical
advantage by the skill of its Com-
mander-in-Chief and having numerical
superiority over the High Seas Fleet,
failed to inflict more damage upon its
opponent and missed the opportunity
of a great conclusive victory?

Winston Churchill in his book ‘“The
World Crisis” remarked that Admiral
Jellicoe was the only man who had it
in his power to lose the war in one
afternoon. While no doubt Admiral
Jellicoe realized this, there was nothing
timid in his tactics. The short “turns
away” which he made to avoid tor-
pedoes were a recognized countermea-
sure and proved effective. A decision
to seek night action with a fleet almost
untrained and ill-equipped for it would
have been reckless. Nothing succeeds
like success, but, if it hadn’t come off

then, the war might indeed have been
lost in one evening.

The failure to achieve the victory
that might have been can, in the writ-
er’s humble opinion, primarily be laid
upon two accounts —lack of informa-
tion, and failure to give new materjal
the fullest testing under the most real~
istic conditions possible to imagine,

In these days of highly developed
action informations centres it may be
difficult to realize that there was no
such thing at Jutland. Enemy reports
received were plotted upon flagship
charts by staff officers, but private ship
captains knew little or nothing of what
was going on. They had, on the other
hand, a blind faith in their flag officer’s
knowledge and powers of observation
and, therefore, felt no obligation to
report anything they themselves saw,
nor had they any guide to its import-
ance,

Even had they tried to make reports,
it is doubtful whether the communica-
tions system of the day could have
handled them effectively. The War-.
spite, for example, having lost her place
in the line owing to her jammed helm,
saw the High Seas Fleet execute its
difficult and therefore unexpected
“battle turn away” manceuvre behind
the smoke screen, but never reported
what was going on. During the night,
the Valiant and Malaya, astern of the
battle fleet, saw by the light of gun
flashes heavy ships passing eastward
across the wake of the Fleet, but made
no attempt to report it. This, as it
turned out, was a particularly vital
omission. The need of means to ap-
preciate what was going on was one
of the greatest of many lessons learned
in the battle, and led directly to the
steady development over the years of
the action information system of today.

On the material side, the British
armour-piercing shells proved to be in-
efficient and did not do the damage
they were expected to. The danger of
flash passing down through the chain
of exposed ammunition on its way to
the guns and the inadequacy of the
protection given magazines had not
been foreseen. This caused the blow-
ing up of the Indefatigable, Queen
Mary, Invincible and Defence.

It is easy to criticize after the event
and much ink was spilled in the years
that followed, but there are still funda-
mental lessons to be drawn from a dis-
passionate and detailed study of the
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action. The need for officers to know
their senior officer’s intentions and to
appreciate his needs and his difficul-
ties; thé need for giving full reign to
imagination in trying to visualize what
might happen in some unprecedented
circumstance, and the essentiality of
giving new material the most realistic

testing that it can possibly be given
are three of the principles which Jut-
land emphasized.

Forty years later we salute the mem-
ory of 6,079 officers and men of the
Royal Navy who gave up their lives
during the afternoon, evening and night
of the 31st May, 1916.—E.S.B.

THE OBSERVER'S MATE

A Vital Member of the A/S Team

HE OBSERVER'S MATE Branch
' has been in existence in the RCN
for over five years. During this time
the Observer’s Mate has proven to be a
great asset in the air anti-submarine
team and he represents a good reason
why Canadian naval anti-submarine
squadrons have met with encouraging
success in competition with their coun-
terparts in the United States Navy and
the Royal Navy. )

It may be that there are people in
other branches of the service who have
but a general idea of what the initials
“OM” stand for and know little of the
function of that important member of
the Air Branch. This is an attempt to
rectify this situation.

To understand how and why the
Observer’s Mate Branch came about, it
is necessary to glance back to 1923,
when the Royal Navy first started to ac-
quire aircraft. Before then, although
the Fleet Air Arm was in existence, it
was part and parcel of the Royal Air
Force, the aircraft all belonged to the
RAF, and all but ten per cent of the
pilots were air force officers. At this
time, the proportions of RAF pilots to

. naval pilots was reversed, while all the
observers were naval officers.

It was realized then that a require-
ment existed for a third man, whose job
would . be wireless communications,
rear-gunnery and bomb aiming. It was
considered that it would be easier to
train a man to fire than it would be to
bring a gunner up to a reasonable stand-
ard of Morse transmission and reception.
Consequently volunteers were called for
from the Telegraphist Branch.

Incidentally, these were also respon-
sible for the maintenance of their own
wireless equipment and much of the
aircraft’s electrical equipment;
were no RN radio mechanics in those
days and the RAF ground crews would
only service the gear if it were removed
from the aircraft.

The new rating, also known as the
Telegraphist-Air Gunner or TAG, was
the forerunner of the present day OM.
They flew with the Fleet Air Arm up to
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and throughout the Second World War,
serving with great distinction in all
operations that employed naval aviation.

At the end of the war, the Fairey
Swordfish was still in service, though
not operationally, and was replaced
by the Barracuda and the TFirefly.
This last-named aircraft seemed to
sound the knell of doom for the TAG.
It had but two seats and the crew struc-
ture was to be pilot and observer. As
it happened, however, it was only a
temporary retirement, for the shortcom-
ings of this crew system were soon to
be apparent.

It was with the Firefly that the Royal
Canadian Navy’s air branch came into
existence in 1946, As it was designed
for the reconnaissance~bomber role, the
alrcraft was not a success in anti-sub-
marine work. The endurance of about
two and a half hours did not suit it for
long patrols, and the fleld of view of the
observer was not good. The Firefly
MK7 was a modification that provided
a third seat, (the RCN did not receive
this mark) and the later replacement,
the Gannet, also has three seats, thus
bringing back to the RN the Telegraph-
ist (Flying), as he is now known.

Obviously it was necessary to replace
the Firefly. In the search for a better
aircraft for anti-submarine work, it was
learned that the USN had quantities of
old Avengers which could be made
available, This aircraft had first ap-
peared in 1942, and had been used in
most roles: reconnaissance, bombing,
torpedo attack, inter-carrier transport

Observer’s Mate
Course for July

A qualifying course for observer’s.
mates was to begin at Shearwater on
July 2, according to a general message
to ships and establishments in the
Atlantic Command.

A representative of the air branch
visited ships and establishments to
explain to interested personnel the
duties and career prospects of observ-
er's mates and the requirements for
entry.

and AEW. In the transport role it had
been modified to carry up to ten passen-
gers, while for ferrying purposes, it
could remain airborne for about 17
hours. It had a great load-carrying
capacity, excellent field of view from
the rear cock-pit and would almost land
itself, while its endurance was all that
could be desired.

The modification . possibilities of this
aircraft were realized and it was decided
to place an order. When RCN ideas had
been incorporated in the machine, it
emerged in early 1950 as the finest vehi~
cle for anti-submarine work in the air
at that time, .

The RCN now had a three-seater air-
craft; the question thus arose as to who
would fill the extra space. It was de-
cided that it required more than just a
communicator, though communications
would be one of the main functions of
the new man,

The third man would operate the
radar while the observer was engaged
in navigation, assist in monitoring the
sonobuoys when in contact with a sub-
marine, use the drift sight and assist in
navigation. He would have to be capa-
ble of being trained in the operation of
intricate equipment, maintaining a high
degree of efficiency under trying condi-
tions often for long periods of time. For
these reasons, the standards of entry
into the Observer’s Mate Branch are
necessarily high; the best man is the
only man that can meet the require-
ments,

It has been shown why and how the
Observer’s Mate came. into being, but
just what is the function of this man
today?

In common with other aircrew, he is
responsible for his own personal safety
and survival. equipment, making cer-
tain of the correctness and serviceability
of Mae West, dinghy, parachute and
harness. He must attend briefings be-
fore all flights, obtaining all the neces-
sary ' information required to safely
carry out the exercise in conjunction
with the pilot and observer.

Before take-off he must make sure
that his radio equipment and radar are
serviceable. This is particularly import-
ant at sea, for generally a single aireraft
will not be allowed to land-on before
the exercise has been completed and
all aircraft are ready to land-on. Once
airborne, the Observer’s Mate is res-
sponsible for the transmission and re-
ception of all CW messages, sending and
receiving Morse at 18 words per minute,.
When not sending or receiving messages,
he monitors the radar, reporting all con~-
tacts to the pilot and observer.

From time to time the observer will
ask him to obtain the drift by use of the































































LOWER DECK PROMOTIONS

Following is a further list of promo- ETHERINGTON, Jack E........ P2RW3 KING, Robert H........... ,....LSVS1
tions of men on the lower deck. The  IEVANS, GordonD.............. P2CR2 KINGSTON, Charles.,.,...,.... LSEG3
11th is arranged in alpl}abetlcal order, FAUTEUX, Cyr Louis J.......... P2EA3 {gg{g, ifen]n%th H............... Eé??/fl
with each man’s new rating, branch and FITZSIMONDS, Patrick T....... P10QR2 y AW Bovene i v
trade group shown opposite his name. FORD, John E.................. P10R2 KIRKLAND, John A, ........... P2RN3

FULLER, Carl Louis............. LSTD1 KNAPMAN, Norman W..,...... P2ED3
AMOS, Edward F.......... e LSTD?2 KOHLS, W. Ewald. ..... e P2EM2
ANDERSON, Gerald W.......... LSPW1 GAFFNEY, Leonard M.......... LSEM1 KRILOW, William...,......... ..P2CR2
ANDERSON, James R..,........ LSTD1 GIBSON, HughS................ P2AA2
ASCROFT, Allan,,..,........... P2RD3 GILL, Arthur M................. LSRW2 LAFORTUNE Joseph A.....,.... LSAM2
ASSELSTINE, Jack D,.......... LSRP1 GIRARD, Joseph..,.............. LSTD1 LALONDE, Raymond V.,........LSAM2

_ GLISTA, Edward J.............. LSEM1 LaROCQUE, Henry R, .,,.....,. P2RC2

BAKER, James A. . ............. C2ET4 GLOVER, Donald'S. . ... ... ... P2EM2 | EBLANC, Gary L, LSCS2
BECIGNEUL, Adrian P...... ... P2EA3  GRAY, Edward G............... LSRP1 LEE. Giles A Y lrrmerreeee PZMAS
BELLERIVE, Camille J.,,.....,. LSAM2 GREATWICH, John W......,... LSVS2 LEVIASSEUR. O """"" T S
BELYEA, Eugene J..............LSAW1 GREENWOOD, Charles H . . ..... LSEM1 y Omer B P1CS3
BENNETT, Allan G..,.......... P1CV2 LILLEY, Donald J.............. LSRD3
BERNAYS, Max D.............. LSAA1 HAMILTON, Robert............ LSEM1 LOVE, Morley K.,.............. P1CS3
BERUBE, Auguste...............LSSW1 HARTRICK, Alfred W........... LSEM1 LYNCH, Cyril T.......coovvt C2ET4
BEST, Frank H................. LSED3 HAWTIN, Leonard C.,.......... LSEMI1
BIGGS, Maurice E............... CIET4 HAYWARD, Ernest E........... P1CS3 MacASKILL, Joseph N,.......... P2CR2
BLANCHARD, Joseph G.........LSPWI1 HEBERT, Raoul J.............. P2EM2 MacKAY, Stanley M............. P2RN3
BOON, Richard E............... LSLR2 HERTEIS, Claude A............. LSRC1 MACK, Thomas......,v.vvvuuns. LSAW1
BOUCHER, Leopold J........... LSEMI1 HILDEBRAND, Gordon B....... LSCR1 MACKIE, William A. ..., e LSTD1
BROOKER, Jerome C HOLLYWOOD, PhilipA......... LSAM2 MANN, William D............,. LSEA3
BROWN, Douglas H.....,....... HOOD, Walter A, .. .. - LSTD1 MARION, Robert J LSCS2
BROWN, Robert A, .. HUDSON, Ronald G MASON, John E................ LSAM2
BROWN, Robert J............... McEACHEN, Thomas O....... . LSQR1
BROWNELL, Arnold H.......... P2EM2 INGALL, Tyler C............... McGEEIN, Wilfred H............ LSCs2
BRYAN, Alfred W............... LSCK1 IRELAND, Alexander D....,.... C2CR3 McGREGOR, Ronald H.......... LSTD1
BUCHANAN, Donald M......... LSVS2 McKELLAR, lan M............. C2CV3
BURCHILL, PaulA............. LSED3 JAMES, Dennis T............... P2ED3 McKENZIE, Charles J........... LSEM1
BURLOCK, Ernest &, .......,... PIRT4 JAMIESON, Gerald E.,......... P1QR2 McLEOD, Edward D, ....,....... P2PR2
BURNS, John R.....,........... LSCS2 JAMIESON, Sanford G.......... LLSNS1 MELSKI, Raymond M,.......... LSCR1
BURTON, Charles Q.............LSAM2 JENKINSON, Willilam L......... P1AA2 MERRILL, Arthur F,......,.... P2EM2
BUTLER, Harold A..............CIER4 JENSEN, VernJ................ LSRS3 MIKITKA, Robert J............. P2QM2
BUXTON, Thomas O....,....... LSPW1 JOHNSON, Douglas A........... LSCS2 MILLER, Matthew W...,....... LSRN3

JOHNSTON, Donald G.......... LSRN3 MIDLER, Stewart R............. PIRA4
CAISSIE, Edmund J............. P2EM2 JOHNSTON, Eldon E......,..... LSRS3 MILLER, Thomas W.......,.....C2GI4
CALL,CleoA................... P1EA4 JOHNSTON, George R........... LSQR1 MILNER, Raymond C........... LSEM1
CAMERON, Donald A........... C2CS4 MIMNAGH, James G............C2RT4
CAREY, Eugene E............... P1CS3 KEIRSTEAD, Charles J.......... LSCK1 MONK, Alfred F.......... R LSEA3
CARLSON, Alfred A............. P2EM2 MORE, Bruce C................. P2EM2
CARTER, Lome................ LSCV1 MORROW, Kenneth D.......... P2Q0M2
CHALLONER, Richard P....,... P2EG3 MORTIMER, Hayward A........ P2QM2
CLAIR, Frederick G............. P2EM2 ch MUISE, EricA.................. P20M2
COCHRAN, Donald L. .,,....... P2RC2 MUNROE, William A............ P2TD3
COLLIER, David S..............
COOK, Stanley.................. NADEAU, Magella.............. LSSW1
COOPER, Gerald F. L NEWMAN, Michael E........... LSRC2
COOPER, Selby B............... NOWLE, Anthony............... P2RN3
CORBIN, JulesG............... NOYES, John H................. LSEM1
COWARD, Robert G............ P2EM2
COXON, JamesR............... LSED3 O:AKLEY, Ralph G.............. LSEM1
CROWLEY, Michael J........ .. PIET4 O'NEIL, Patrick J............... P1CD3
CROYDEN, Allan M. ........... P2CR2 OSECKI, William R............. P2EM2

ROZIER, Robert G.......,.... P2EM2
gl}g\)/[MIN'GS, Robert B ... ..., LSRP2 PAKENHAM, Norman B........ C2GI4
CUNNINGHAM, Ronald D...... LSRC2 PAQUETTE, Raymond F........ LSRN3

PQRTIRSIODGEC’ Il(enneth M....... LSRP2
WG, LSEF3 PATTISON, Colin R............. C2SH4
DAIGLE, Joseph G - PELLERIN, Marcel ... 100 LSCS2
DEAZLEY, William J............ P2EF3
) PENCER, John H............... LSCR1
DICKINSON, Peter R........... P1RT4 RN
PENNEY, Harold J.............. P1ET4
DICKSON, Jack E.............. PIET4 PHAROAH, Robert J........ ... LSRD3
DIXON, Frederick J............. LSCS2 PHILLIPS, NormanJ............ P2CR2
DOBSON, George E............. P1RA4 PICKERING, William C......... P2AA2
DORSEY, Raymond L........... LSCS2 PILOTE, Marcel J............... LSEF3
DUFRESNE, Pierre-Paul.........LSTD2 PIONTEK, Stanley.............. LSPW2
DUNBAR, Roydon J............ P2RP2 PORTER, David B.............. P2EF3
DUNCAN, Neil L. ... LSAM2 PROULX, Carol J............... LSQR1
DUNN, David R................ LSCS2 READI Trevor G 1RI14
DUNN, Kenneth V... 1[0 LSCK1 REEVES, Chasies D111 1 LSBF3
DUNN, Leonard J............... LSEM1 REID, James W................. P2EM2
REYNOLDS, Brian J............ P2RW3
EDGAR, EricG.....,........... LSEA3 RICHMOND, William A......... LSEM1
EISLER, LloydE.......,....... LSEM1 ROSS, Andrew J................. P2RS3
ELWORTHY, Lloyd A........... LSEM1 ROUTHIER, Joseph L........... LSEM1
EMBERLINE, Douglas K........ LSCK1 ROWAT, Gordon L............... C2RA4
EMBERLY, Willlam G........... LSCK1 RUEST, Joseph H......... ...LSSW1
EMOND, Fernand R.........,... LSRD3 RUSSELL, Robert N........ , ... LSSW1
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HERALDIC expression of
doubtful age, :

Is the Rebus, according to a sage.

For NONSUCH draw a Superman

Or a kitten white in snow,

And UNICORN, along this plan,

A jerk on the radio;

BYTOWN a roadmap — repairs up
ahead;

STAR a boxer being thumped on
the head.

It might even be fitting to change
once again

The crest of our cruiser to some-
thing more plain.

Breafk it in pieces—to frighten our
oe:

Neither province nor ecruiser—
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