


A Mesgage From the Minister

‘WHILE the past year has brought me new and greater
responsibilities, it has also provided me with an in-
creased opportunity of meeting and getting to know the
personnel of our defence forces, including those of the Royal
Canadian Navy, at work and during their hours of leisure.

The year 1954 was a year of continued growth for the
navy. New ships have been commissioned, new shore ac-
commodation has been provided and the RCN has attained
a record peacetime enrolment of more than 18,000 officers
and men. The regular force and the reserve represent an
ever-growing contribution to the forces standing on guard
for the free world. '

We look forward to the New Year in the full expecta-
“tion that the achievements of the past will be matched in
1955 '‘and that the outstanding co-operation of uniformed
and civilian members of the department which made thls
possible will be continued.

Only a few short months ago the guns fell silent on the
last of the earth’s major battlefronts. Let us hope, pray and
work towards the end that they will remain silent and that
-the New Year will represent a. stride forward in mankind’s
march toward the goal of lastlng peace and freedom.

To all. members of the Royal Canadian Navy and Re-
serve and to all their civilian co-workers, I extend my best
wishes for a happy and prosperous New Year.

P Corzy

Minister of National Defence
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AT THE GATE OF THE YEAR
This and the November issue of “The
Crowsnest” have announced essay contests

C O N T E N T S offering hundreds of dollars in prizes to

] naval personnel who have experiences or
ideas to translate into the written word.

. Page The editors wish the contestants well.
RCN News Review ......................cc.ccccceeeenn, fovans 2 At the same time, it is felt that there is
no harm in reminding officers and men that,
' $100 for Your Best Story ..o, 3 even if they do not feel like honing their

writing to competitive keenness, there is
another outlet for verbal expression—this
magazine.

The field is wide. Thoughts, experiences
and facts about ships and the sea, the
activities of your shipmates at home and
! abroad can all (within the limits of security

York Battles Hurricane Hazel ............................ 5
8

Crowsnest Crossword .......................c....cccceeeen 9 and respectability) find a resting place in
0

The Armed Services Leave Centre ....................

these columns. :
Lyrical or prosaic, factual or fantastic,

Aﬂoat and Ashore ... AARRARARRERERERRARERRRERA i written contributions from Ordinary Sea-

. man or Admiral can help to strengthen

The RCN in 1954 i, 15 the sympathetic bonds of understanding be-

. tween all members of the service.

Tramid 54 ' 16 - —The Editors

Busman’s Holzday .............................................. 17 ] Negative numbers of RCN photographs

) reproduced in The Crowsnest are included

. : with the caption for the benefit of persons
Oﬂ‘icers and Men ............... e e 19 wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to

Our First Warship—Charybdis 24 the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,

Ottawa, attention Photographic Section, quot-
ing the negative number of the photograph,

giving the size and finish required, and en-
The NaVy P’ay R RAAMAIEIE GnrrrmrrrTrnrrrrenrrry 26 closing a money order for the full amount,
payable to the Receiver General of Canada.

LoWer Deck Promotions ................................ 28 Sizes, finish and the new National Defence .
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. § .10

Quebec,s Fan'li’y POl‘tra.it .............. InSide BaCk Cover 6% x 8% glossy finish only ............ 40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......... 50
11 x 14 matte finish only .............0. 1.00
16x20 * ‘e i iiiearer e 3.00
20 x 24 ¢ i i 4.00
30 x 40 “ e 8.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

Cover Photo—What the coming months will bring is always The Crowsnest may be sub-
‘ ) ) ) L scribed for at the rate of $1 for

to the fore in the minds of mankind at this time of year. The 12 issues.
gleaming guns of HMCS Quebec, raised in a silent salute, are ' Persons desirous of receiving

their own private copies by mail

symbolical of the world’s longing for enduring peace and the should send their orders, accom-

joint determination of the free nations to work toward that goal. panied by cheque or money or-
: der made out to the Receiver
(OB-1428) General of Canada, to:—

THE QUEEN’'S PRINTER,
75 St. Patrick Street,
Ottawa, Ont.

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa. Page one






navies in Exercise “New Broom II” in
the western Atlantic; and *“Morning
Mist” in the northeast Atlantic and spent
two weeks in United Kingdom waters,

The ships left Londonderry in mid-
October for the Mediterranean and
visited Lisbon, Malta, Venice, Athens,
Istanbul, Palma, Algiers and Ponta
Delgada. The Lauzon, delayed at Ports~
mouth for boiler repairs, joined the
group later in Grecian waters.

Labrador Ends
Historic Voyage

HMCS Labredor completed her his-
tory-making circumnavigation of the
North American continent on November
21 when she entered Halifax after an
absence from her home port of four
months.

The new Arctic patrol ship was
greeted in traditional style by ships in
port as sirens shrieked and whistles
hooted their welcome. Since she last
saw MHalifax, the Labrador became the
first warship in history fo conquer the
Northwest Passage.

Her ports of call following her mas-
tery of the North included Esquimalt,
Vancouver, San Francisco, Balboa and
Grenada. :

880 Squadron
Trains in Bermuda

For the second time in 1954, 880
Squadron flew to the United States Air
Force base at Kindley Field, Bermuda
for extensive anti-submarine exercises
with Canadian, United States and Brit-
ish ships.

The Avenger squadron left Summer-.

side _in mid-November and flew direct
to Bermuda, remaining in the area until
December 11, The frigate Penetang and
HMS Alcide, Royal Navy submarine
based at Halifax, were among the ships
that participated in the exercises. The
Alcide returned to the United Kingdom
on December 7. )
The squadron took part in similar ex-
ercises in the Bermuda area last spring.

Launching Held
For Two DEs

Two more destroyer escorts - were
launched in Canadian shipyards late in
1954. )

HMCS Restigouche, sponsored by Mrs,
J. G. Knowlton, wife of Rear-Admiral
Knowlton, Chief of Naval Technical
Services, was launched at Canadian
Vickers Limited, Montreal, on Novem-
ber 22, Rear-Admiral H. N. Lay, Vice-
Chief of the Naval Staff, represented
the Naval Board at the ceremony.

HMCS Assiniboine was launched
without ceremony at Canadian Indus-

iries Limited, Sorel, Quebec, on Decem-~
ber 2.

The ships are the seventh and eighth
to be launched of 14 destroyer escorts
currently under construction in Cana-
dian shipyards.

Huron Spends
Four Days in Tokyo

During her third tour of duty in the
Far East, the Huron paid an informal
visit to Tokyo in November. The ship
began a four-day stay on November
11 when she berthed at Shibaura Dock
and her officers and men began a round
of formal and informal functions, sight-
seeing tours and shopping.

Captain J. C. Pratt, Commander Cana~
dian Destroyers Far East and command-

ing officer'of the Huron, paid calls on
the Canadian and British ambassadors
and on Japanese and American officials.
Commonwealth, Japanese and United
Nations Command officials were enter-
tained on board at an official reception
and a buffet luncheon,

Statue Presented
To Training Ship

An interesting example of early
Brazilian art was presenied to HMCS
Quebec during the ftfraining cruiser’s
stay in Rio de Janeiro,

The gift was a small statue of Mary
of the Immaculate Conception and its
donor was Captain Michael Power, a
masier mariner from St. John’s Nfid.,
who has represented the Old Colony’s

Contest for Naval Personnel

Your Best Story May Bring You $100

“Canadian Shipping and Marine En-
gineering News” will devote its March
1955 issue to the Royal Canadian Navy.
This will be the fourth special annual
naval issue of this publication.

To mark this event the edifors take
pleasure in announcing a $100 Prize
Contest, open to naval personnel only,

for an article or story describing the

most inleresting personal experience
undergone while serving at sea on board
one of Her Majesty’s Canadian Ships
during the past five years.

The following are the conditions of
the contest:

1. The contest is open to all person-
nel, regardless of rank, serving in
the Royal Canadian Navy, regular
force or active reserve, as of Janu-
ary 1, 1955, with the exception of
(a) Officers and men appointed or

drafted for naval information

duties.
(b) Officers and men of the
RCN(R) employed in civil -

life by the Maclean-Hunter
Publishing Co., Ltd.

2. Articles or stories must be original,

" must be written personally by the
contestant, must not have been pre-
viously published and must present
a true account of an incident or
incidents from the contestant’s own
experience at sea in one of HMC
Ships during the five years pre-
ceding February 10, 1955.

3. Articles should be clearly legible,
written on one side of the paper
only, and be from 800 to 1,200
words in length. If type-written
they should be double-spaced.

4. Contestants MUST adopt a pen-
name to appear on the first page
of the submitted manuscript. Con-
testant’s real name should be placed
in a sealed envelope securely at-
tached to manuscript by pin or
stapler. Material otherwise sub-
mitted will be automatically dis-
qualified.

5. Entries should be addressed to
Director of Naval Information,
Naval Headquarters, Ottawa, and
envelopes clearly marked “Contest
Entry”.

6. All entries must be received at
Naval Headquarters by February
15, 1955.

7. Only one entry from each con- .
testant will be considered.

8. Winning entry will be awarded a
prize of $100 and will be published

. in the March 1955 issue of “Can-
adian Shipping and Marine Engin-
eering News”. The editors reserve
the right to publish any other entry
in any subsequent issue of the pub-
lication during the ensuing six
months, for which regular space
rates will be paid.

9. The Board of Judges will consist
of Captain (SB) William Strange,
Director of Naval Information;
Ralph Allen, Editor of “Maclean’s
Magazine”, and Eric R. Axelson,
Editor of “Canadian Shipping and
Marine Engineering News”.

10. Decision of the judges shall be
final.

11. It is understood that each con-
testant, in submitting his entry,
automatically accepts the above
rules and conditions.

——
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"armed forces and their attendant prob-
lems. I believe this can be done best
in the field of ‘human relations’, It must
be accepted that the scale of defence
effort is ultimately gauged by the extent
of support, both financially and morally
by the people of Canada.

“In so far as the Navy is concerned,
those views are held by the leading
citizens of Victoria, in many walks of
life. This is nol enough, however, to
achieve the understanding which is so
necessary. If our sailors are 1o enjoy
many of the benefits of community life
in Victoria, they will wish an oppor-
tunity to meet and know some of the
citizens and become effective members
of the community.

“A good liberty port is where you
have some friends. It is with these
thoughts in mind that an Armed Forces
Leave Cenire has been formed by a
group of prominent business and pro-
fessional men in Victoria.—B.J.G.

BOILER PARTIES
SERVED “QUEENS”’

Thumbing through his souvenirs the
other day, Lieut.-Cdr. (E) H. S. Salt,
RCN(R) (Ret.), of Montreal, came
across a wartime cartoon which summed
up the “happy’ experiences of the stoker
working parties, who operated from
Jetty No. 4, in the Halifax dockyard.

During the Second World War, the
boiler parties cleaned an average of
more than 100 boilers a month and in
their comparatively idle momenis built
a chimney and laid a railway track.

The stokers not only took care of the
‘boiler needs of frigates, destroyers, cor-
vettes and minesweepers, cleaning tubes
and stacks and repairing the brickwork,
they also performed  similar duties on
board the ‘“QOcean aristocracy”, the
Queen Elizabeth, Queen Mary, Maure-
tania, Ile de France, Pasteur, Andes and
many others.

The boiler parties did their work dili-
gently and well, but not without casting

envious eyes at those lucky enough to -

tramp the ice-coated decks of warships
in the North Atlantic and breathe salt
air instead of soot.

The cartoon which Lieut.-Cdr. Sall
unearthed shows a group of “Jeepbrook
Salts”—newly-trained personnel from
HMCS Cornwallis, whose location was
then identified by its proximity to Deep
Brook, N.S.—arriving on No. 4 Jetty,
straining at the bit. Two weeks later,
the cartoon indicates, the trend of con-
versation has changed to: ‘“Has sickbay
party fallen in yet?” ... “Can I get 28?"

... “I have to go back for my lunch,”

and “Is the war over yet?”

Crowsnest Crossword

by 1. G. M.
1 2 3 4 5 é 7
n
13 14
16 17 18
20 22
24 25
27 28
30 31 32
35
37 38 39
|40 !N
Across 39. Army version of UNTD.
1. Spawning ground for an odd fish, gen- 40. The aptithesxs of our natural elgment.
. . X 41. At whichh we serve most of our time un-
erally believed to thrive on noise and - .
, fortunately.
confusion.
11. Motive power on Kontiki (var.)
12, Common word in the hatched, matched, A Down
and snatched columns. 1. A painful way to prevent a sloppy end.
13. Poetic synonym for our present fighter 2. Rain cure “H"” for Hazel (anagram)
A/C. ’ 3. Don’t give a *d” for a dame.
14. Belayed. ] 4, Abbreviation for a measure of flesh.
16. An abbreth_ed taxpayer impresser. 5. Of the lowest division of tertiary strata.
17. A prefix again. 6. Gains not legally gotten.
18. One notch above a squadron leader ipos ;
A 7. Artificial oyster bed.
(abbreviation). . . . .
19. Prefix twice or double. 8. A r_emarkable weight lifter with social
20, How hot was my toddy? mstlm::ts. . .
23, Magnesium silicate lubricator. 9. The tiffy wields a weapon with the ut-
24. . Under these conditions water becomes a most glee,
a hazard to our safe passage. 10. Normally done to a monument; what a
26, Amp-eater —marine variety (abbrevia- missionary is.
tion). 15. Uncontrollable factors (3 words). -
27, Pusser pigeon roost. 17. Biblical origin of the gentle sex.
28. Malayan riot, . 22, 0-28320; almost a P & RT character.
30. How the fabled mouse freed the King of 95. Giant U.S. industrial empire.
Beasts. 29. This was Bartlett’s wont
33. Cavity filling of more ballistic than den- ' indicati - e
tal importance. . 31. Past 1ndlxca ive plural of "be”. .
35. Synonymous with a tactless reply to a 32. Arab prince descendant of Mohammed.
sentry’s challenge. 34, Membranous envelopes of a cyst or
36. Spurs for a pachyderm cowboy. tumour,
38, A Service prefix. 37, Pusser reward for sticlk-to-it-tiveness.

(Answer on page twenty-eight)

Page nine






It was in Nassau, that three of us
had a memorable swim in front of the
governor’s summer residence on the
shore, after being told by the coloured
police that we might make use of these
facilities. We cavorted about for an
hour or so in the warm breakers and
were met by the friendly aide-de-camp
as we were leaving the seclusion of the
patio where we changed. “Quite all
right boys. Glad you had a good
swim!” he said in a thoroughly British
accent.

This seemed 1o be the attitude in
Nassau toward Canadian sailors gen-
erally, so that when we left it was with
the strong feeling that we would be
welcome to return.

From Nassau on to Panama we were
very much aware of Hurricane Hazel’s
nearness and spent most of the time on
the run there dodging it, On the way
to Kingston, Jamaica, we put in at
Guantanamo, Cuba, where we stayed
overnight, but had to move out in the
morning since authorities expected the
hurricane to strike and the natives were
so distressed they had to be evacuated
to other parts.

We missed Hazel by only a few miles
and got safely to Kingston.

From the land of Calypso we steamed
across the Carribean and through the
Panama Canal, where the temperature
was 116 degrees in the engine room, to
Balboa. A couple of days’ stay gave the
crew time to visit Panama City and
take a tour that included old Panama

City, destroyed by the pirate Morgan,

the alligator farm and much of the
Canal Zone itself, and also gave an
opportunity to purchase leather goods
and panama hats.

Acapulco, our next stop, saw five of
us sail to Afternoon Beach in the 25-
foot cutter, We were swamped in the
surf off shore and finally anchored our
boat beyond the surf and went ashore in
lifebelts where we sat beneath the palm
trees and sipped cool, refreshing drinks.

A brief stop at Manzanillo to refuel,
" gave one petty officer a chance to try
his luck at catching a shark on a hook
fashioned from a large meat hanger.
There were sharks there all right, be-
cause Mexican sailors were firing rifles
into the water to keep them away from
their buddies who were swimming
around their ships. The PO, however,

only succeeded in nearly hooking a,

large inquisitive pelican.

‘We headed north now, and in a few
days stopped at Long Beach. Those of
us who still had any money to spend,
invested it in’'seeing Long Beach, visit-
ing the huge recreation centre there,
going by train or otherwise through Los
Angeles to Hollywood and visiting the

broadcasting studios or picture shows,
to say nothing of eating a shore-cooked
meal or two—although the meals
aboard were good.

Afier a few days travelling north we
arrived off Cape Tlattery, where a
fairly heavy sea was running and the
three ships in line rolled and pitched
in a final taste of west coast Pacific
weather, so that it was with relief to
most of us that we entered Port San
Juan and anchored for the night,

The big day for many of course was
pulling in next day to the jetty at
Esquimalt, where the pouring rain
didn’t hinder anyone from coming to
meet the ships or men going ashore
loaded with baskets and oddly shaped
parcels and heads full of stories of
varied adventures,

Stewards Honour
Dead Sailor

Stewards from the Quebec paused
during their ship’s five-day visit to
Rio de Janeiro at the graveside of the
late Ldg. Steward G. E. Stuart, who
died on April 11, 1946, during the
cruiser’s last visit to Rio., Stuart is
believed to be the only sailor of the
Royal Canadian Navy buried in South -
America.

The commanding officer of the
Quebec, Captain E. W. Finch-Noyes,
was executive officer of the ship, then
known as HMCS Uganda, at the time
of Stuart’s death,

As the only member of the graveside
group who had served in the Uganda
with the dead stewusrd, Captain Finch-
Noyes placed a wreath against the
tombstone in the old British Cemetery
of Rio. Chaplain (P) Bruce Pegler
led the small group in prayer,

Those present included Cdr. (S)
Peter H. Sinclair, supply officer, Lieut.
(S) Leslie Karagianis, catering officer,
and five stewards from the Quebec:
Leading Seamen Gordon Giroux and
Gordon Hayman, and Able Seamen
André Bourassa, John Marks and
Reginald Warren.

“Would you like to make the trip
again,” I heard someone’s wife remark,

“Yes,” came -the reply, “but not for
awhile, and certainly not under the
same conditions”. I think that about
expressed the feelings of all aboard.
The Bangor coastal escorts are not
equipped for extended tropical sailing.
The air conditioning in the engine room
and some of the sleeping accommoda-
tion are not designed for the tropics.
Fresh water supplies, too, are limited in
the diesel escorts and of necessity must
be rationed.

However, as the Padre remarked on
leaving the ship, we were fortunate in
being chosen to make the irip which,
as civilians, we could not possibly have

afforded.—W.P.M.S.

ATLANTIC COMMAND
HMCS Haida

One of the busiest visits for officers
and men of HMCS Haida on her re-
turn trip to Halifax from the Far East
was to the port of Colombo, Ceylon.

During the two-day visit, Lieut.-Cdr,
Mark W. Mayo, commanding officer of
the Haida, and his officers were lunch-
eon guests of officers of the Royal Cey-
lon Navy; were hosts to Captain P. M. B,
Chavesse, DSC, RN, captain of the Royal
Ceylon Navy at luncheon; attended a
reception in their honour given by the
High Commissioner for Canada and Mrs,
J. J. Hurley and entertained at a re~
ception on board.

Before sailing for Aden, members of
the ship’s company were hosts to chil-
dren of Canadian families resident in
the Colombo area. Both officers and
men were entertained in groups by
members of the Canadian, Ceylonese
and British communities.

HMC Dockyard
(Halifax)

The 20-odd vessels of the Royal
Canadian Navy docked at Halifax dur-
ing the holiday season proved once
again that this is indeed a “Navy” town.

The usually drab waterfront was, this
Christmas, made abundantly cheerful
if not uniquely beautiful by the decora-
tive effects of the many ships in port,
equalling in some cases but not surpas-
sing the original and delightful panor-
ama achieved within the confines of
HMC Dockyard which was the creation
of personnel of the Royal Canadian
Navy.

From suspended “Santas” to strings
of colourful lights strung to and from
all vantage points of the ships, to super-
colossal electrically-formed crosses plus
a generous display of the always popu-
lar and essential spruce or fir tree, the
entire display drew the acclaim not
only of senior naval officers but of the
population and press of the city as well.

As in former years the front lawns of
the administration building boasted two
very large and pleasing decorated
Christmas trees, while lesser depart-
ments vied with one another in spread-
ing the message of good cheer.

At the Base Supply office, Lieut. S.
Mitchell, and his entire staff held open
house to hundreds of dockyard employ-
ees, while across the main square in the
yard craft building, Cdr. K. A, Stone,
Queen’s Harbourmaster, Cdr. G. H.
Stephens, SOYC, and Chief Engineer
N. U. Anderson, EOYC, were “at home”
to all Yard Craft personnel. Capt. R.
G. Boyce, SMYC, was master-of-cere-
monies. .
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THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY—I1954

A Review of the Events and Advances of an Outstanding Year

EN YEARS ago, as 1944 ended and
‘T 1945 began, the Royal Canadian
Navy attained its greatest wartime
strength in ships and men, Thereafter,
with the enemy in retreat, there was
no longer ihe necessity for maintaining
naval sirength at this peak.

Now, in an untrusting and uneasy
world, it has been necessary to build
up the forces on the side of freedom
and 1954 has shown a greater growth
on the part of the Royal Canadian Navy
than any other peacetime year.

During the year, the strength of the
RCN regular force increased by nearly
2,000 officers and men. Twenty-five
new and converted ships joined the
active and reserve {fleets. Canadian
warships visited more than 30 countries
in the course of operational missions
and training cruises to all six contin-
ents of the world.

By the end of 1954 the total strength
of the RCN regular force was about
18,800 officers and men, a record high
for the peacetime navy and within
striking distance of the current plan-
ning target of 21,000-odd.

There are now 49 ships in commission,
an increase of nine over last year. They
include an aircraft carrier, two cruisers,
10 destroyer escorts, one Arctic patrol

vessel, eight frigates, five coastal es-

corts, eight coastal minesweepers, an
auxiliary coastal minesweeper, a repair
ship and thirteen small craft. In addi-
tion, there are 112 naval auxiliary ves-
sels manned by civilian personnel.

Besides those ships in commission,
the Navy has another 53 in reserve,
including nine on loan to other govern-
ment departments. Twenty-five of these
ships have been modernized and most
of the remainder are in the process of
modernization.

Big strides were made in the RCN’s
shipbuilding program. Eighteen ves-
sels were completed, including the Arc-
tic patrol ship Labrador, 10 coastal
minesweepers, three of which were
among the six turned over to France
this year under the mutual aid pro-
gram of NATO, and seven smaller ves-
sels. Since the shipbuilding program
began in 1949, 69 ships have been laid
down, of which 26 have been completed
- and another 18 launched.

At present under consiruction are an
aircraft carrier, fourteen destroyer es-
corts, six coastal minesweepers, eight

‘patrol craft and thirty-two auxiliary

vessels.

In the Pacific Command, three new
minesweepers, three converted frigates
together with two coastal escorts from
the East Coast were added {o the fleet,
The ’sweepers form the Second Can-
adian Minesweeping Squadron, while
the coastal escorts and ‘an auxiliary
minesweeper form the Second Reserve
Training Squadron. The First Mine~
sweeping Squadron and the First Es-
cort Squadron were formed on the East
Coast late in 1953.

First Sea Lord
Praises Labrador

Congratulations on the feat of the
Labrador in completing the Northwest
Passage and thus becoming the first
warship to make the historic journey
were extended to the Royal Canadian
Navy by the First Sea Lord, Admiral
of the Fleet Sir Rhoderick R. Mec-
Grigor, GCB, DSO, the Royal Navy's
Chief of Naval Staff,

The message, addressed to Vice-Ad-
miral E. R. Mainguy, Chief of the
Naval Staff, at Ottawa and repeated
to the Labrador with Admiral Main-
guy’s personal congratulations, read:

‘““We have all heard with great in-
{erest of HMCS Labrador having com-
pleted the Northwest ﬁassage in 27
days and being the first warship to
do so.

“I would like to send my warmest
congratulations on this historic occa-
sion.”

The period of 27 days mentioned in
the First Sea Lord’s message was taken
to refer to the Labrador’s actual time
on passage when she was nol engaged
specifically in hydrographic survey
work and scientific studies.

The Navy announced in November
that an agreement between the RCN
and the Admiralty would result in a
group of three “A” class submarines
being allocated for duty with the RCN,
for the training of Canadian anti-sub-
marine ships and aircraft. The group,
to be known as the Sixth Submarine
Squadron, will be based at Halifax.
About 200 Canadian naval personnel,
all volunteers, will serve either with
the squadron or in other British sub-
marines. The first draft of Canadian
trainees left for the United Kingdom in
November, and the first two submarines
of the squadron are scheduled to arrive
in Halifax in March.

The arrangement will provide oppor-
tunity for officers and mer of the RCN
to obtain first-hand experience in sub-
marines, thus acquainting them with
techniques of underseas operations they
may have to encounter in wartime.

The Navy steamed hundreds of thous-
ands of miles during the year as ships
engaged in scores of training cruises
and carried out operational duties in
many parts of the world. Among the
more noteworthy cruises this year were
the Labrador’s historic voyage through
the Northwest Passage and her subse~
quent circumnavigation of North Am-
erica—the first warship to accomplish
either feat; the cruiser Ontario’s three-
month, 20,000-mile cruise to the An-
tipodes; the Magnificent’s cruise from
East Coast to west and back, via the
Panama Canal; the cruiser Quebec’s
cruise to Trinidad and South America
and that of the First Escort Squadron
to the Mediterranean.

The destroyer escort Haide became
the first Canadian warship to circle the
globe twice when she returned to Can-
ada from the Korean theatre in Novem-
ber. On her two missions to the Far
East from Halifax she has travelled to
the Orient via the Panama Canal and
Pacific, returning via Hong Kong, the
Suez Canal, the Mediterranean and
Atlantic.

A dozen Canadian warships partici-
pated in three major NATO exercises
held during the year in the North At-
lantic.

The Navy’s training facilities were
expanded to the point where, between
March 1954 and March 1955, it is esti-
mated that about 7,000 officers and men
will have taken general, specialized and
technical training courses at the RCN'’s
schools and training establishments
ashore, in addition to the practical in-
struction and training carried out in
all ships of the fleet. Another 700
officers and men will have completed
courses of various kinds in the United
Kingdom and United States.

Highlight of the year’s training ex-
pansion was the opening of the new
junior officers’ training establishment,
HMCS Venture, at Esquimali, where
some 160 cadets began their two-year
course in -September. The establish-
ment accepts suitable candidates who
have junior matriculation standing and
is designed to accommodate a number
of new trainees each year.
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The new-enfry training course at
Cornwallis was re-designed early in
the year to permit new entries to re-
ceive two weeks of sea training during
their regular 20-week basic course, A
frigate, the Buckingham, has been at-
tached to the establishment for that
purpose. As-a result of the increased
complexities ot naval weapons, all new
entry seamen now go from Cornwallis
direct to the specialist schools instead
of to sea. This change cuts down draft-
ing changes in HMC ships and ensures
that the young seamen have adequate
weapon specialization before becoming
part of a ship’s company.

The scope and activities of naval
aviation continued to expand during
the year. At present, nearly 3,000 of-
ficers and men of the RCN are engaged
in full or part-time duty with the air
branch.

The formation of a second utility
squadron at Patricia Bay early in
November increased to eight the num-
ber of active naval air squadrons, while
the number of reserve squadrons rose to

five with the formation of two units, one .

at Calgary, the other at Quebec City.

Twice during the year naval aircraft
engaged in important anti-submarine
exercises while based at Bermuda, and
for the first time an Atlantic Coast
based anti-submarine squadron flew
across Canada to engage in exercises
on the Pacific Coast. Two squadrons
were embarked in the Magnificent dur-
ing her fall cruise to the Pacific. Two
helicopters were embarked in the Lab-
rador and were used most effectively
for ice-reconnaissance during her cruise
through the Northwest Passage.

Announcement was made in the
spring that the RCN would purchase
100 Canadian-manufactured Grumman
S2F aircraft to replace the Avenger
anti-submarine aircraft now in use. In
addition, the RCN has arranged to pur-
chase from the USN, F2H3 Banshee
all-weather, carrier-based jet aircraft
to replace its Sea Fury fighters.

Naval reserve activity reached a new
peak during the year. A record num-
, ber of personnel received summer train-
ing on board escort vessels and smaller
craft, on the Great Lakes and on both
coasts.

Existing facilities in all 22 naval di-
visions continued to be extended and
improved.
lights -was the participation by a con-
tingent of RCN Reserve personnel in
the Jubilee celebrations of the Royal
Naval Volunteer Reserve in London.

In October, Vice-Admiral E. R. Main-~
guy, Chief of the Naval Staff, officially
opened the new. Pacific. Naval Labora-
tory at Esquimalt, where scientists of
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One of the year’s high-

the Defence Research Board will pro-
vide scientific services for - the Navy’s
West Coast fleet.

The Navy’s permanent shore facilities
were improved and expanded during
the year and, since 1949, nearly 1,500
married quarters have been built, as
well as three dependents’ schools, bar-
racks, seaward defence ‘bases at St.
John’s, Halifax and Esquimalt, supply
depots, workshops, power plants, re-
pair depots and magazines.

The RCN, in line with a decision by
Commonwealth nations to reduce their

armed forces in the Korean theatre by
two-thirds, withdrew in December two
of the three destroyer escorts serving
in the Far East. With the departure
of the Huron and Iroquois from Japan
on December 26, the Esquimalt-based
destroyer escort Sioux became the
RCN’s sole representative in the Korean
theatre. Since Korean hostilities broke
out in 1950, eight Canadian destroyers
and about 5,000 officers and men have
served in that area. Fifty-three re-
ceived honours and awards for out-
standing service during hostilities.

TRAMID 54

S ANOTHER spring rolled around
A the minds of several interested
people turned toward “Tramid 547,
Those involved in cadet training in par-
ticular checked eligibility lists to select
the deserving cadets for the two-week
course in amphibious operations at the
United States Amphibious Training Base
in Little Creek, Virginia.

Across Canada, in the University
Naval Training Divisions, third-year
cadets held high hopes, some to be sus-
tained, others to be dashed for one
reason or another. At Little Creek lec-
tures and demonstrations . were re-
hearsed so that the midshipmen from the
U.S. Naval Academy and their Cana-
dian counterparts could be assured the
best course possible, fitted into a tight
schedule.

Marines’ Assault
Saw Three “Firsts”

Three “firsts” were introduced into
landing operations by American forces
during the recapture of Guam from
the Japanese in July 1944, according
to Major O. R. Lodge, of the U.S.
Marine Corps, in his book, ‘“The Re-
capture of Guam”,

One of these was simultaneous air
and naval bombardment of enemy
positions, accomplished by flattening
the ftrajectory of the gunfire and
simultaneously controlling the pull-out
levels of the aircraft, The Japanese
defenders were thus pounded just
about twice as hard as if the two
methods of bombardment. had been
used separately. ’

Three days after the U.S. Marines
had launched their attack the first
waterborne blood bank reached the
island. It was made up of 100 pints
of whole blood donated by the Marine
garrison on Eniwetok three weeks
earlier.

The novelty that topped.-all others
on this occasion was the uge of “plain
language” for radio communications.
No military secrets were -disclosed,
however, for the broadcasters were
Navajo Indians speaking their own

. language. o

Throughout the early spring and into
May the preparations continued on each

side of the border. A pre-Tramid course

designed to better the knowledge of the
cadets on matters pertaining to the U.S.
Navy and a physical training and drill
program to loosen up the winterized
muscles of the selected cadets was or-
ganized. On May 25 the group assem-
bled in HMCS Stadacona as a unit for
the first time. Most were old friends
from previous training periods on the
West Coast and cruises together.
Lieut.-Cdr. D. S. Bethune, directed the
pre-Tramid training program and es-
corted the 26 Canadian Naval Cadets to
Little Creek. On the morning of June
3 the group departed via Moncton and
Boston to Washington, D.C., where a
pleasant evening was spent seeing the
magnificent government buildings and
monuments attractively lit by flood
lights. The next day a chartered bus
took them on a daylight tour prior to de-
parture from Washington to Annapolis.
At the U.S. Naval Academy the group
was greeted by Captain P. K. Will, USN,
former Deputy Chief of Naval Aviation
at Naval Headquarters in Otftawa. An
hour after arrival at the Academy all
800 of the midshipmen and cadets were
aboard the USS Glyn ready for the
over-night passage to Norfolk, Virginia.
At 0700 a fleet of buses ran:-a shuttle
service to the U.S. Naval Amphibious
Base at Little’ Creek and by 0900 all
were settled into the Quonset hut com-
munity that was to be home for the next

- ten days. The headquarters of the Mid-

shipman Brigade was established in two
Quonset huts across the road from the
living quarters. .

'The community included in its facili-
ties a barbershop, sick-bay, sports stores,
laundry collection - hut. and reception
huts for guests. The base itself in-
cluded everything from' a.golf-course to
a theatre with current pictures changing
daily. The officers’ beach was available
with ‘an excellent canteen, There were:






Since 1948 when. officers and men
of .the Royal Canadian Navy began to
take an active part in local sailing ac-
tivities, interest has steadily mounted
and great strides have been made to-
‘wards solidifying their status as a
yachting organization.

The movement took root at the Royal
Canadian Naval Air Station,
Shearwater, where a handful of en-
thusiasts endowed with an inimitable
spirit of competition formed the Shear-
water Yacht Club. All racing was con-
fined to whalers and Admiralty dinghies,
and membership in the organization was
opened to members of the service along
with civilian employees -of the air sta-
tion.

Led by pioneers Lieut. James Cutts,
RCN, and Lieut.-Cdr. L. R. (Tan) Tivy,
RN, the modest group flourished as a
result of a series of keenly contested
races and before long their enthusiasm
attracted yacht clubs in the area. When
the 1949 sailing season opened Shear-
water Yacht Club found itself involved
in the principal regattas of both the
Royal Nova Scotia Yacht Squadron and
the Armdale Yacht Club through the
medium of their Whalers and Dinghies.
Before the season was too advanced the
50 German-squdre-meter sloop Grilse
made her initial appearance. Having
recently been acquired from the Ger-

mans, the sturdy Grilse was transported.
across the ocean by HMCS Magnificent.

and was rapidly outfitted for racing.
Her first 'bid was of an international
nature. '

It was the year of the biennial run-
ning of the Marblehead, Mass., to Hali-
fax ocean race and’ the trim beauty
barely completed her refit in time for
the 366-mile classic. Skippered by Cap-
tain® E. W. Finch-Noyes, the craft had
the following crew: Lieut. 'J. M. Cutts,
Cdr. (S) C. V. Laws, Lieut.-Cdr. “Tan”
Tivy, Lieut. G. W. Brooks, CPO J. M.,
Pettigrew and PO Clarke.

In spite of hasty pre-race prepara-
tions, the Grilse made a spendid show-
ing, being the first of seven Canadian
entries to cross the finish line for the
Col. Jones Cup. It was following that
eventful classic that Royal Canadian
Naval Yachtsmen of Halifax really en-

* tered the fold to be recognized for their

sailing material. .

The following year, 1950, with- the
point of operation focused at Shear-
water the active group took up head-
quarters in an improvised club house
attached to one of the hangars border-
ing the beach. Early in May regularly
scheduled races got underway among
whaler and dinghy crews. The first
regatta of that season saw the following
results:
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Dinghy: Lieut. W. D. Farrel, Lieut.
J. M. Cutts, Lieut. P. MacLeod, and
Lieut. J. L. Maclean.

-Whalers: Lieut. G. H. F. Poole-War=-
ren, Lieut,-Cdr. L. R. Tivy, Lieut.-Cdr.
J. N. Donaldson, and PO J. A. Suther-
land. The second dinghy classic ended
like this: PO D. J. Telenko, Lieut. (S)
W. M. McPherson, Lieut. J. F. Millen,
Lieut. F. G. Henshaw, and Lieut, A.
S. Bronskill.

In August of the same year the active
group played host to visiting yachtsmen
in their first major open regatta and the
event proved to be nothing short of stu~
pendous; seventy-two yachts in all par-
ticipated, record attendance in the history
of East Coast individual regattas. The
Tuna, a sister ship of the Grilse, was
pressed into operation for the meet and
under the capable handling of Captain
Finch-Noyes she walked off with the
principal event of the program. Other
naval wins went to whaler skipper
Lieut. E. A. Wiggs of the Haida, and
dinghy skipper Lieut. Fisher of the St.
Stephen. Among the classes competing
were Snipes, Bluenoses, Roue 20s, A
and B Handicaps.

Since the eventful. season of 1950,
yachtsmen of the Royal Canadian Navy
have continued to contribute towards
the marked enthusiasm of yachting on
the Atlantic Coast through a succession
of events. A short time ago the Royal
Canadian Naval Sailing Association re-
placed the Shearwater Yacht Club, and
HMCS Stadacona, across the harbour,
added considerable strength to the as-
sociation which exists today.

One of the greatest milestones in the
career of the association was the Ber-
muda-to~Halifax race in 1952. That
year the 64-foot staysail-rigged schooner
Wanderer IX was leased to the RCN
by the estate of the late D. R. Turn-
bull of Halifax. TUnder the direction
of Cdr. J. C. Reed, the trim craft pro-
ceeded to Newport, Rhode Island, to
compete in the Bermuda race and com-

" pleted the classic against some of the

finest sailing craft in the world. After
arriving in Bermuda preparations were
made for another race to Halifax, this
event being jointly sponsored by the
Royal Bermuda Yacht Club and the
Royal Canadian Naval Sailing Associa-
tion ‘of Halifax.

Four yachts started—the Navy’s Wan-
derer IX, John Hemmerdinger’s Gulf
Stream, the schooner Junior Terragram
of  the TUnited States Coast Guard
Academy, and Ticonderoga owned by
John Hertz Jr. of New York.

In the midst of great international
fanfare Wanderer IX walked off with
the win over the 750-mile course. In
her all-RCN crew were Lieut. G. R.

Hutcheson, Lieut. R. A. MacKay, AB
B. A. Booth, Lieut. G. H. F, Poole-
Warren, PO J. Ayers, PO P. J. Quinlan,
Ord. Sea. R. A. Woodill, Lieut. J.
Prosser and mnavigator Lieut. D.. O.
Campfield.

Other ocean races have taken place
since then and many honours have been
gained. The spirit of competition con-
tinues to rise in spite of many obstacles
uncommon to yachting organizations on
civvy street.

The Squadron officers for the year
1954 have. been Lieut.-Cdr. Gordon
S. Clark, Commodore; CPO Charles
Church, Vice-Commodore; Lieut. An-
thony Q. Keasbey, Rear-Commodore;
Lieut.-Cdr. Walter S. Blandy, Fleet Cap-
tain; Lieut.-Cdr. (S) E. L., Pendlebury,
secretary-treasurer.

Throughout the 1954 season the Grilse
and Tuna carried the vanguard in open

-competition. The Grilse was standard-

bearer, walking off with the Zetes Cup
(Lieut.-Cdr. M. J. H. Bonner); Rear-
Commodore’s Cup (Lieut.-Cdr. W. S.
Blandy); Lord Nelson Hotel Trophy
(CPO C. F. Church) and the Seaman-
ship award (Ldg. Sea. J. C. McClus-
key).

The Twuna, although not as outstand-
ing, nevertheless placed well in both
the J. F. Lessel fixture and for the
MacCaughan Cup.

Among whalers and dinghies a total
of six events were distributed over
alternate Saturdays under the capable
direction of Lieut. A. Q. Keasbey. An .
inter-service regatta held August 27 saw
the Army take top honours for the first
time, under the leadership of Major
Hacon, with PO R. B. Aggas of Shear-
water as runner up.

A special regatta for ships. and es-
tablishments held September 1 proved
highly successful with PO Aggas cop-
ping whaler honours while the dinghy
win went to Midshipman R. T. Wilson
of the Toronto. ‘

A crew from the Hamilton and Hali-
fax squadrons participated at Hamilton
and Toronto in a series for Dragon-class
yachts, won by the Royal yacht Blue-
bottle, manned by.an RN Sailing Asso-
ciation crew. In August the Royal Can-
adian Yacht Club at Toronto was host
to the RCN Sailing Association squad-
rons from Ottawa, Hamilton and Hali-
fax, in a two-day team race for a new
trophy donated by Vice-Admiral E. R.
Mainguy, Chief of Naval Staff. In this

‘race the Halifax Squadron was repre-

sented by CPO C. F. Church (Vice-Com-~
modore, Halifax Squadron), Cdr. F. W.
Bradley, Lieut. (E) (AE) G. H. F.
(Peter) . Poole-Warren and CPO Jack
Lawrence.

(Continued on page twenty-five)





















attempting to board the vessel, “for the
gangplank,” ~ exclaimed one incensed
Member of Parliament*, “was rotten,
like the rest of the old tub ... ”

The Honourable Member for Huron,
determined in his efforts to have the
“old war horse” returned to Admiralty,
reminded the Government thal when
the King of Siam receives the gift of a
white elephant, he always takes the
precaution of acquiring, too, a white
monkey, which legend says will protect
it from evil spirits. He urged the Gov-
ernment o ship a white monkey with
all dispatch to the harbour of Saint John
where the Charybdis was dying of dry
rot, This “monster” which once had
wrought terror to the Queen’s enemies
had now become a t{error and a dread
to the Queen’s subjects. “A thing of
beauty” he was willing to concede, “but
certainly not a joy forever,” and the
government was exhorted to send her
back to England. His motion was
agreed to.

Whose brain child had she been? No
one could say. Perhaps the circum-
stances of her arrival could be traced
to an obscure paragraph folded into the
Annual Report of the General Officer
Commanding Canada’s Militia (1879):

“It would be ¢ mutual benefit if the
Imperial Government would bestow
or lend to the Dominion an ironclad
or wooden frigate, partly for coast
defence in the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
as well as for training naval volun-
teers, and a school for lads on the
principle that many line-of-battle-
ships and frigates are now employed
in the Thames, Mersey, Clyde and
other British ports.”

For the most part, the country was
glad to be done with the issue so that
her energies could be turned to the pro-
jects uppermost in her mind, the build-
ing of railways and the development of
her vast natural resources. The crea-
tion of a naval reserve force in Canada
would have to wait for another day.

When plans to utilize the Charybdis
as a training ship miscarried, there was
some talk of employing the vessel as a
reformatory. But there is nothing on
record to show that the Charybdis was
ever anything more than a beautiful
white elephant tugging impatiently at
her anchor in the tide-ripped waters of
the harbour of Saint John.

Towed to Halifax in August 1882, the
Charybdis was handed over to the Com-
mander-in-Chief West Indies and North
America Station the following month.
Thus ended the brief but stormy career
of the first warship ever owned by the
Canadian Government.

* Debate in the House of Commons Feb. 27,
1882.

Doubtless there were many who were
glad to see her go; but there were those,
too, who were saddened by the unfor-
tunate and regrettable succession of
circumstances which had bedeviled from
the beginning the efforts and vision of
a small but devoted group of men who
in the tender years of the country’s
nationhood strove to instill in the minds
of Canadians the first tremulous roots
of a naval {radition. (L.M.—Naval His-
torical Section.)

BUSMAN'’S HOLIDAY

(Continued from page eighteen)

Early in October the second biennial
meeting of the Royal Canadian Naval
Sailing Association ook place in Ottawa,
attended by representatives from all six
Canadian squadrons, including Ottawa,

Hamilton, Edmonton, Montreal, Halifax™
and Esquimalt. Plans for the future
were discussed al great length with
particular stress on such pertinent mat-
ters as membership, suitable craft,
insignia, competition, construction and
rigging of 14’ dinghys and the future
of the recently acquired 54’ yawl Pickle.

All things taken into consideration
the association is proud of the progress
made to date but its prime desire is t{o
have a greally increased membership
and a co-ordination of sound ideas that
will serve towards even greater de-
velopment in the future. In the mean-
time, plans are already afoot for an-
other running of the New England to
Halifax Open Ocean Race and for
numerous regattas and cruises among
the many picturesque havens dotting
the Nova Scotia coast.

The caption under the picture heading the article on “The Navy on Lake Huron—1814"*in the
December, 1954, ""Crowsnest’” should have accompanied the above drawing by C. H. J. Snider. It
shows HM Schooners Confiance and Surprise (the captured U.S. Schooners Scorpion and Tigress) beat-
ing into Michilimackinae. The picture, aecompanying the article actually showed the naval and military
establishment at Penetanguishene, Ontario, in 1818, the large building at the water’s edge being the
naval stores depot. Marked 31 and 32 are HM Ships Newash and Tecumseh; HMS Confiance (ex-
Scorpion) is 34. The picture was reproduced from o water-colour owned by Professor Watson Bain.

Both were made available through the courtesy
Libraries.

of the John Ross Robertson Collection, Toronto Public
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