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Among the achievements of the Navy during 1951 were three
items which, to me, stood out.

Our ships and men serving in Korea continued to set a fine record,
and to earn the esteem of all Canadians. The training received in
Korean operations will stand the Navy in good stead in future years.

As a direct result of the exercises which our ships carried out in
European, Mediterranean and Australian waters, many highly
favourable comments have been received on the outstanding good
behaviour of Canadian sailors. It is difficult to overestimate the value
of the good will and respect so engendered. Not only do the visits
to other nations in the North Atlantic Treaty QOrganization show that
we mean business, but also they advertise Canada and Canadians.
Your bearing is proof that Canadians live by the principles of
decency in human conduct which we advocate.

The Navy's new construction programme is also producing
results. At least one of each type of ship under construction has been

launched. This programme will move forward with increasing speed
during 1952,

In the coming year | look to every officer and man to add his
contribution, to the end that 1952 will be an even more profitable
year for our Navy. We must encourage and continue to develop
team work in all our contacts with the Canadian Army and the Ro yal
Canadian Air Force. Canada’s strength lies in wholehearted co-
operative effort, and nowhere is this more true than in the Services.

Good sailing and a successful New Year to all.

£ ﬂ%fwxﬁ

CE. R. Mamguy)
Vice-Admiral, R
Chief of the Naval Staff
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Cover Photo — Able Seaman David Williams, of Hespeler,
Ontario, is a member of one of the Navy's newest, smallest and

most exclusive branches. He is an observer's mate, one of 27

carrying out aircrew duties in the anti-submarine Avengers of
880 and 881 squadrons of the RCN. The observer's mate branch
came into being in 1950, following the acquisition of the three-
seat Avenger by the RCN. Its members are the only men from
the lower deck engaged in flying duties, For more about obser-

ver"s mates, see page ten. (MAG-3389).

There continues to be some understandable
confusion as to whom correspondence for The
Crowsnest should be addressed, This mis-
direction of mail isn't a particularly serious
matter—everything reaches the right hands
eventually. But it would ensure more prompt
delivery if those who have occasion to write to
The Crowsnest would remember that the King's
Printer looks after paid subscriptions only (see
application instructions below), Except for
material collected by the associate editors at
Halifax and Esquimalt, all else—articles, reports,
photos and letters (favorable or otherwise)—
should be addressed to

The Editor,

The Crowsnest,
Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, Ontario.

* K Kk

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The “Crowsnest’” are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to oEtain prints of the photos,

This they may do by sending an order to the
Superintendent of Photography (Navy), Defence
Headquarters, Ottawa, quoting the negative
number of the photograph, giving the size and
type required,. and enclosing a money order
for the full amount, paysble to the Receiver
General of Canada.

Size and finishes available, with prices,
follow:

4 x 5 glossy finishonly,........... $ .05
5 x 7 glossy or matte finish......... 15
8x10 « ¢« &« & .30
11 x 14 matte finish only............. .50
14 x17 ¢ “ e .80
16 x20 “ e 1.20
20x 24 ¢ « N 1.50
30 x40 ¢ « N 3,00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

It is possible to subsctibe for
personal copies of The Crowsnest
at the rate of $1 for 12 issues.

Persons desirous of receiving
their own private copies by mail
should send their orders, accom-
panied by cheque or money order
made out to the Receiver General
of Canada, to:—

THE KING'S PRINTER,
75 ST. PATRICK STREET
OTTAWA, ONT.
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Looking Astern

J][T was ten years ago last month
that the “Pacific powder-keg’' ex-
ploded. Pearl Harbor was but the
forerunner of a series of naval and
military defeats that followed each
other in chain reaction. By the
summer of 1942, the Allies hdd been
pressed back to the borders of India,
Australasia and the outer frmge of
the South Pacific islands.

The Battle of the Java Sea was the

last desperate attempt of the Allies to’

prevent the Japanese from obtaining
their main objective of the war —
the oil and rubber of the Dutch East
Indies.

In the last week of: February 1942,
by a series of quick amphibious
landings, the enemy controlled the
head of the Maccassar and Barker
Straits and had thrust down to Timor
in the east, thus closing all exits from
the Java Sea save Sunda Channel.

During the - previous desperate
weeks, an attempt was made to form
an international task force from the
remnants of the British and American
Asiatic Fleets and Netherlands units.
This striking force, under the com-
mand of ‘Admiral Doorman RNN,
consisted of the 8-inch cruisers HMS
Exeter and USS Houston and the
light cruisers HMAS Perth, HNM
Ships De Ruyter and Java, together
with three British, five American and
three Dutch destroyers.

This force, such as it was, was
spread about the Netherlands East
Indies on various duties when, on
February 24, reports were received
indicating that the Japanese had
commenced operations against Java.

Their amphibious force was the
largest yet assembled in the war —
96 transports covered by four battle-
ships, four carriers, 13 cruisers and
more than 30 destroyers. It was
divided into two assault groups in
order to pass down either side of
Borneo and attack Eastern and
Western Java simultaneously.

As there were few aircraft left in
Java for reconnaissance and no more
were forthcoming, accurate reports of
the attacking force S movementb were
unavailable;
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by R. H. L.

Heroic but Fatal Fight
Taught the Allies
a Stern Lesson

On the morning of the 25th Admiral
Doorman put to sea from the naval
base of Surabaya with two eof his
cruisers to search the Eastern Java
Sea, and at the same time ordered the
remainder of his force to rendezvous
off the base. No contact was made
that day or the next but on returning
to the base at noon of the 27th, the
Admiral received an aircraft scouting
report that the Japanese Eastern
attack force was approaching the
coast.

Joined by the remainder of his
force, Admiral Doorman, in the De
Ruyter, led the Exeter, Houston,
Perth and Java, screened by the ten
destroyers, to the northward. There
had been no time to make a plan, nor
was there a workable system of

communications between the three-,

Allied groups except by lamp. It was
one of the first occasions in the war
that large units of three nationalities
were to fight together.

No air cover could be provided from
the decimated allied air forces, nor
were there any spotting planes in the
force save the one Walrus in the
Exeter, which had hbeen riddled by

shrapnel from near bomb misses in -

the almost daily air raids that the
ships had been subjected to.

First contact was made with the
enemy Eastern covering force of three
heavy cruisers (ten 8-inch guns), one
light cruiser and 16 destroyers at
about 1600 on February 27, in good
visibility with a calm sea and no wind.
As the range closed, Admiral Doorman
found the Japanese column about to
cross his ‘“T"" — the classic manceuvre
which would enable some 30 8-inch
guns to rake him fore and aft while he
could only bring ten to bear in reply.
Course was altered to the west to
bring the columns parallel and the
heavy cruisers commenced slugging
it out at 28,000 yards.

Since the enemy had three spotting
planes aloft, his fire at this range was
more accurate and he endeavored to
bring about a decision quickly, before
the Allies could close with their
superiority of light cruisers.

The De Ruyter and Exeter were

Defeat in. the Java Sea

continuously straddled by salvoes
fired in small tight patterns of 150
yards. Return fire was fairly accurate
and straddles were observed on the
enemy — the tall red splashes from
the dye used in the American shells

‘being seen easily by the naked eye.

Course was altered in an attempt to
close the range and bring the light
cruisers into action. This “wooded”
all the after guns of the column and
immediately drew a mass torpedo
attack from the Japanese. led by
the light cruiser, 16 destroyers in two
flotillas closed at high speed, making
smoke, and at 9,000 yards launched
over 50 torpedoes — none of which
scored. The smoke hampered the
Allied fire, they having no radar.
The Japanese spotting planes, on the
other hand, kept the enemy well
informed.

At this moment the.enemy cashed
in on his superiority of heavy guns
and air observation. The Exeter was
straddled by plunging fire and two
8-inch shells passed through one of
her twin 4-inch mountings and ex-
ploded in the forward boiler room. A
fire broke out and all steam and power
were immediately lost from the rup-

‘tured main steam pipe. She veered

out of the line and drifted helplessly.

Now the lack of a combined signal
doctrine brought disaster to the
Allies. All the cruisers astern of the
Exeter, thinking that some turn had
been executed, altered course with
her, turning away from the enemy
and leaving the flagship steaming on
alone. Thus, contact was lost just as
the superior weight of the Allied light
cruisers was being brought into action.

Smoke laid intentionally, together
with that resulting from explosions
and shellfire, reduced visibility to
less than a mile in the gathering dusk
and only occasional visual signals from

‘Admiral Doorman reached his ships.

An hour passed before he could
reassemble his force.

HMS Exeter, now lying helpless
between the opposing forces, became
the target of a torpedo attack by the
light cruiser Naka and five destroyers,
in an attempt to finish her off. The





















HMCS Malahat
(Victoria)

Since moving into its new head-
quarters, the Victoria naval division
has gone into high gear, both from a
point of activity and expansion,
Every man has taken on the en-
thusiasm of a recruiting officer in
bringing new blood into the unit,
while each week finds more to do and
more to plan.

The division’s paper, The Malahat
News, has Dbeen re-activated on a
bi-monthly basis under the co-editing
of Lieut. A. J. Collins and Lieut. Ray
Wormald, Victoria radio and news-
paper men, respectively. Staff mem-
bers represent each mess and the
Wrens. '

Malahat had a proper house-warm-
ing in playing host to UNTDs from
HMCS Discovery on the weekend of
November 3. A group of 61 UNTDs
boarded HMCS Sault Ste. Marie at
Vancouver and spent the weekend
between training aboard ship and
being guests of the Victoria UNTDs.
On Saturday afternoon there was
a hotly contested sports meet, followed
in the evening by a dance on board
the new Malahat headquarters.

Personnel of the division paraded
to St. Paul’s Garrison Church, Esqui-
malt, for Remembrance Day services.

On October 15, 17 young ladies
became members of the Women's
Royal Canadian Navy (Reserve) at
HMCS Malahat. In charge of train-
ing the Wren division is Sub-Lieut.
Margaret Trevor, WRCN(R), a war-
time member of the Women’s Royal
Canadian Naval Service.

Of the 17 recruits, two have gone
to Cornwallis for basic training.
The other girls have joined the Active
List of the WRCN(R) and will train
one night per week at Malahat.

— A.J.C.

HMCS Prevost
(I.ondon)

Lieut.-Cdr. Peter Shuttleworth has
been appointed training commander
at Prevost and will work with an
enlarged training staff. The division
has completed plans for a quarter-
masters’ course, a new course ap-
proved for inland divisions for the

first time. It will begin early in the

New Year.

The division has its Wren comple-
‘ment nearly filled. Twenty-four of a
possible 25 girls have been recruited.
Lieut. Elizabeth MacKenzie is divi-
sional officer.

The division opened the Christmas-
New Year's season early with a turkey
raffle. It was followed by a Christmas

Number Three Gun, Fire!

A five-year-old boy saw his duty
and ‘‘done it"” recently at HMCS
Stadacona,

As per tradition, a guard had been
mounted, the band was in attendance
and two field pieces were ready on the
parade square to herald the opening
of a court-martial at Stadacona.

Promptly at 0930 the order to fire
was given, But number one gun didn't
respond, Gaitered gunners quickly
switched to number two .gun. The
charge was ramined home, but the
breech would not close, The gunnery
officer, his staff and some ordnance
men leaped to correct the difficulties.

Meanwhile, young Barry Jenson,
son of Lieut.-Cdr. L. B. Jenson, first
lieutenant of Stadacona, had been
watching the proceedings with boyish
interest. e thought he had a way to
help the adults out of a situation.

He quickly advanced to the gunner
in charge of the field pieces — and
politely offered his loaded cap pistol.

party for children and younger
brothers and sisters of the division’s
officers and men. A ship’s company
stag was another Yuletide social
event. — N.C.

HMCS Unicorn

Navy Week celebrations in Saska-
toon had a gala opening when the
Naval Officers’ Association presented
its annual Trafalgar Ball on the main
deck of HMCS Unicorn. The guests
were received by the president, P. V.
Ross, and Mrs. Ross, and the secre-

tary, Dr. H. H. Cowburn, and Mrs.

Cowburn, as they crossed the quarter-
deck, smartly saluted by members of
the ship’s company.

Dancing was enjoyed heneath a
blue and white canopy, and the gaily
decorated tables which circled the
main deck had as a background
hundreds of multi-colored naval signal
flags which were flown from the gun
turrets and bulkheads.

The motif of the ball was supplied
by a miniature Tribal class destroyer
which was silhouetted by cleverly
concealed lights. — J.B.W.

HMCS Discovery
(Vancouver)

A group of 48 first-year UNTD
cadets attached to Discovery took
part in a training cruise to Esquimalt
the first weekend in November on
board the minesweeper Sault Ste,
Marie. The trip afforded an opror-
tunity for the majority of the group to
get their first experience of life at sea.
A return cruise is anticipated early
this year when cadets from the Vic-
toria division visit Vancouver.

Discovery was the scene of a
father and son night November 9
when parents of first-year cadets were
invited on board to witness naval
training at first hand.

HMCS Brunswicker
(Saint John)

Officers and men of Brunswicker
played a prominent role in connection
with the Royal Visit to Saint John,
Captain C, H. Bonnycastle, the com-
manding officer, served as chairman
of the committee in charge of armed
forces arrangements, which included
co-ordinating the role of service per-
sonnel and members of veterans’
organizations in the overall civic
program.

Brunswicker personnel made up
half of the 100-man Navy-Army
Royal Guard, which was inspected by
Princess Klizabeth shortly after her
arrival at Union Station. Lieut.-
Cdr. George . O'Connell, of Bruns-
wicker, was guard commander and
Lieut. A. P. Gregory commanded the
naval section, The latter was com-
posed of volunteers from the division
who trained alongside men of the
army for more than six weeks in
preparation for the event. The unit
received high praise for its smart
appearance.

The pipe and drum band of Bruns-
wicker, under Pipe Major Fred
Hayter, participated in the program
and added its music to that of the
other bands which entertained the
crowds lining the route. At one stage
the band led a party of 200 officers
and men from HMCS Cornwallis who
assisted in lining the route. The smart
appearance of the Cornwallis group,
under the command of Lieut.-Cdr.
W. N. Inman, reflected the high
degree of training received at the
establishment. The men were quar-
tered at Brunswicker during their
two-day stay.—R.S.M.

Retirement
CPO FREDERICK HENRY WATT
Rating: C1SM3
ge: 41,
Address: 65%% Connaught Ave., Halifax,

Home town: Waterford, Ontario.

Joined: October 1931 as a Stoker 2nd
class.

HMS Victory, Kent and Pun-
cher; HMCS Stadacona, Sag-
uenay, Skeena, Ottawa, Avalon,
Niobe, Peregrine, Magnificent,
Iroquois, La Hulloise, Naden
and Crescent,

Served in:

Awards: , Long Service and Good Conduct
Medal.
Retired: October 28, 1951,
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St, John's,
Newfoundland.
11th November, 1951,

”o fear frcs [loile.

Before leaving I want to tell you how grateful my husband and I are to you
and to your colleagues for having given us so great an experience on this journey
across Canada, The welcome we received on all sides has far exceeded anything
we could have believed possible, and we have been given a picture of the rich
variety of Canadian life which we shall never forget, and which has interested
us profoundly,

It has given us infinite pleasure to have had the chance of meeting and
talking to so many Canadians in every walk of life, and we have been happy to
have had with us at various times on our journey your colleagues in the Cabinet.
Their advice has been invaluable, and we have much 'enjoyed getting to know
them, particularly as they have given us an insight into Canadian affairs.

I hope that you will convey our thanks and appreciation to all members of
the three Services who have done so much to make our tour a success, We are
‘very glad that you made it possible for us to travel in two ships of the Royal
Canadian Navy, and in an aircraft of the Royal Canadian Air Force: we know
also how much the Army has done at all times for us. Our visits to Navy, Army
and Air Force establishments impressed us greatly and we are proud to have been

saluted by so many Guards of Honour of all three Services throughout the length
of our journey,

I am sure | need not tell you that this, our first visit to Canada, has made
us wish to come back before too long to see more of the Country and its people,
I hope very much also that I will soon have the chance of meeting you again,

.
ludell”

The Right Hon. L.S. St~Laurent, P.C,, K.C., M.P.,
Prime Minister of Canada
And President of the Privy Council,







