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Cover Photo— A popular feature of the new entry sports
program at HMCS “Cornwallis” is the monthly inter-divisional
boxing tournament staged in the drill hall. Out of one of these
tourneys has come the action shot shown on the cover. A study in
concentration, AB Benedict Pask (left), ‘‘Algonquin’ division
hopeful, intently seeks an opening for a counter-punch as he
makes Ord. Sea. Clair Shrum, of “Sioux’ division, miss with a
right cross. Despite his close attention, Pask lost the bout by a
narrow decision. (Photo by CPO John Turner.) (DB-823-4).

The ajrplane, with its ability to
roject the fleet's visibility range and
itting power to a radius of 7,000
miles and more, has become an integral
unit of the modern Navy, A Sea Fury, one
of the types of aircraft in use by the
RCN, is shown on the opposite page as
it comes in for a landing on HMCS
“Magnificent.”” A single seat fighter, the
Sea Fury is capable, also, of carrying a
respectable bomb load or batteries of
rockets.

From the photo, incidentally, may be
ottained some idea of how little the
naval pilot can see of the flight deck and,
therefore, how much he depends on the
“batsman’ for guidance when landing
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Negative numbers of RCN photo-
graphs reproduced in The “Crowsnest”
are included with the caption for the
benefit of persons wishing to obtain
prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order
to the Superintendent of Photography
(Navy), Defence Headquarters, Ottawa,
quoting the negative number of the
photograph, giving the size and type
required, and enclosing a money order
for the full amount, payable to the
Receiver General of Canada,

Size and finishes available, with
prices, follow:

4 x 7 glossy finishonly. ........... $ .05
5 x 7 glossy or matte finish......... 15
8x10 ¢« o« “o e .30
11 x 14 matte finish only............. ,50
14 x17 “ “ e .80
16 x 20 “ “«“ . 1.20
20 x 24 “ e 1.50
30 x 40 “ “ . 3.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The ''Crowsnest’” may be sub-
fcribed for at the rate of $1 for 12
issues.

Persons desirous of receiving
their own private copies by mail
should send their orders, accom-
panied by cheque or money order
made out to the Receiver General
of Canada, to:—

THE KING'S PRINTER,
75 ST. PATRICK STREET,"
OTTAWA, ONT.
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BOOK REVIEW

About once in a blue moon a new

book comes out which definitely
demands a review at som~ length in
this magazine. Space in Tne “Crows-
nest” is scarce, but a full page or
thereabouts is devoted in this issue
to ‘“‘Modern Avms and Free Men",
by Dr. Vannevar Bush, for the
simple reason that, in a certain
sense, it is perhaps the most important
book that has appeared since this
magazine was started. The purpose
of this review is to try and get every
officer and man to read the book.
It is, if you like, a plain plug. Read
on, and you will see why.

First, as naval people, let us take
a look at ourselves and our business.
Why are we here at all ? We are here,
employed by the Canadian taxpayer,
to help produce that security without
which we cannot hope for national
or individual progress. We are here
to help keep the peace, and to help
guarantee victory if all efforts to
keep the peace should fail. We are a
part of the most expensive defence
program that our country has ever
maintained. This is not ‘‘blah’: it is
plain, down-to-earth fact. What is
more, the defence program of this
nation is not being maintained for
anybody’s edification or amusement:
it is being maintained because there
is -a real, if presumably distant,
possibility of war, and because
modern war is an immensely com-
plicated activity, increasingly depen-
dent on scientific development, on
complex equipment and something
more -than average horse-sense on
the part of the men and women who
have to do the fighting. Unhappily,
but of necessity, the defence business
has become a somewhat more than
fulltinte job for those concerned.

“Modern Arms and Free Men'' is

" a sort of hand-book on the scientific
aspects of the detence business. It is

written by the man who headed

6,000 American scientific experts dur-

ing the Second World War, and who
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" hopeless.

Plain Plug

probably knows more about the
scientific aspects of war than all but
a handful now living. It is written in
simple language for the ordinary man
and woman. It contains a remarkable
amount of information about the
true nature of modern war, and gives
a reasonable forecast — necessarily
very general — of what a future war
might be like.

To the naval reader, the two
chapters on naval warfare will cer-
tainly . be of the highest interest.
“We have twice entered war while
underestimating the power of the
submarine, and twice the outcome
has been in doubt,” the author
observes, adding, wisely enough, “We
must not do it again.”” It is to be
hoped that the immense significance
of that simple paragraph may sink
deeply into the consciousness of the
general public. It will certainly not
be Dr. Bush’s fault if it doesn’t, for
his chapter on wundersea 'warfare
ought to make plain to anyone who

can read simple English that the -

modern submarine presents one of the
toughest nuts vet to be cracked, and
that it is capable of employment to
a point where, in the event of war,
“we should face the severe threat
that a nearly immune submarine
fleet might determine the outcome of
the war in the favour of the enemy.”
The author, who himself is a leading
practical anti-submarine scientist,
does not suggest that the outlook is
On the contrary, -he 'is
certain that the job can be done.
He is also certain, however, that it
will be tough.

Writing of . course for Americans,
he observes that “we need a vigorous
program in the hands of a virile and
generously supported Navy, in the
closest of co-operation with science
and technology throughout the
country,” There is plenty in that for
Canadians to think about, too.

The book's greatest value to those
of us who are actively engaged in the

defence business lies in the width of
its scope. Within the limits of security,
there is no scientific aspect of modern
warfare with which it does not deal.
What are the true dangers of atomic

~ bombing ? Of bacteriological warfare ?

Is the day of the battle-fleet, or the
bombing fleet, over ? Is the so-called
“push-button” war a real economic
possibility ? These are but a few of the
vitally important questions raised’
and discussed, if not finally answered.

It is good and right that we in the
Naval Service should concentrate
upon our own objectives and their
attendant problems. It is, however,
at least desirable that we should
make a serious attempt to under-
stand the defence problem as a whole,
including its political and economic
aspects. The book contains chapters
on Subversive War, Cold War,
Totalitarianism and Dictatorship and
Democracy. It is remarkable in its
economy -of words, and the simplicity
with which complex matters are
explained and discussed. It is a most
able and wvaluable contribution to
intelligent understanding of the
nature of one of the most serious
problems of our age. For this reason,
it seems to this writer that the 16
chapters dealing more specifically with
non-naval matters are likely to be

‘of more value to us than the two

which treat of things we know, or
ought to know. They will clarify and
educate, and — assuming the. reader
is taking his job in Canada’s defence
organisation seriously — will prove
most fascinating reading.

The book should be in the library
of every ship and establishment in
the RCN. It will prove of real interest
to every officer and man, and,
for the matter of that, to every
responsible citizen to whom the words
“democracy” and ‘“freedom’” have
true meaning, — W.S.

(Published by Musson Book Com-
pany, Toronto. Price: $1.35).


















ACTION INFORMATION
(Continued from Page 5)
close-range surface information Iis
clearly displayed on the plot, work
out course, speed, size and identity of
targets, inform ships in company of
the situation, and answer the questions
of the harassed and frequently impa-
tient Command.

Junior men may operate radar, plot
the air or surface picture, man radio
communication lines, or any one of a
score of similar jobs, all of which are
vital though some seem dull.

The RP must be quick-witted and

not easily tired. He works long hours..

To advance in the branch, he must
learn a good deal about electronic
equipment and radio, and have a firm
grasp of relative speed problems and
chartwork.

" His responsibility to his shipmates,
on safety grounds alone, is enormous
and must be always in his mind.

So please remember, you part-of-
ship POs, that the man you have a
hate on because he never seems to
turn up at chipping stations may have
saved your life last night without your
having been aware of it!

“ORIOLE’S” CRUISE

(Continued from Page 9)
A day and a half later, in the Gulf
of St. Lawrence, a winter gale caused
e “Oriole”. to run off for 14 hours
under bare poles. Snow reduced the
visibility to zero and the two vessels
lost contact. As the wind backed to
the northward, the “Oriole’’ hove to

under a makeshift storm sail in an -

endeavor to keep off a lee shore
(the Gaspe coast).

This measure proved successful
and, the storm finally subsiding, the
“Portage” found her and again took
her in tow. Except for another gale,
nothing eventful happened then until
“they cleared the Gut of Canso and
started the last leg to Halifax.

The two craft encountered strong

westerly seas and the ‘‘Oriole”, at
the end of the towline, behaved
much like a yo-yo. At the same time,
she started to ice up and it became
necessary to slow the speed of advance
to two knots.
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At 0215 on Sunday, December 11,
the journey ended and ‘‘Portage”
and “Oriole” secured to Jetty One in
Halifax.

It is interesting to note that while
only about half of the 12 men in the
yacht’s-crew had had previous sea
time, not one was seasick during the
entire voyage. Needless to say, when

they stepped ashore in Halifax those
who had undergone their initiation
to the sea—and some of the others,
too — felt a good deal saltier than
they had three weeks previously.

The “Oriole”” was refitted in Halifax
and commissioned January 16 under
the command of Lieut. P. A. Baldwin.
— J.D.A.

GLOSSARY

Tack—Change direction. Properly, taking
' the wind on another quarter.

Lay To—Grasp or understand. Properly, to
take up the position indicated.

Jack—A sailor. Jack-tar.

Jaunties—Masters-at-Arms, i

Crushers—Regulating Petty Officers, now
Regulators.

Buffers—Chief Bos'n's Mates.

Jack Dusties—Formerly Victualling
Assistants, now Victualling Storesmen.

Sloshies—Cooks.

Scribes—Writers.

Three Badgers—Three badges red,blooming
near dead. Men possessing three Good
Conduct Badges, indicating at least 13
years’ service.

0Old Man—Commanding Officer.

Jankers—Formerly No. 10A punishment,
which involved pack drill.

Clown~Self explanatory.

Adrift—Absent over leave.

Mudhook—Anchor.

Pill Roller—Medical Assistant.

Wood Butcher—Shipwright.

Flunkie—Seaman detailed as officer’s
servant.

Dhobey—TLaundry.

Snobber--Cobbler. }

Sparks—Wireless or radio man.

Knobbies—Nickname. Hall’s are also
dubbed ‘‘Knobbies.”

Pancake—Aircraft landing.

. Flat-top—Aircraft Carrier.

Island —Aircraft Carrier’s superstructure.

No. 1—First Lieutenant.

Chief Yeoman—CPO Signalman.

Swain—Coxswain.

Rattled—A defaulterin the report. “Run in."”

Weighed-Off —Punished.

Bunting Tossers—Signalmen.

Dusters—Stokers.

Engines—Engineer Officer.

Schoolies—Instructor Officers.

Musters—Falling in, such-as for divisions,
etc.

Pilot—Navigating Officer.

Waist—Midship part of upper deck between
bow and stern.

Tumble Home—Sides of ship near upper
deck inclining inwards abaft the flare to
the stern.

Fenders—Anything that will prevent boat
striking anything that will endanger it.
Usually padded canvas bags.

‘Wheel—Steering apparatus.

Stand-Easy—Morning and afternoon break,
usually ten minutes.

Burn—To have a smoke.

Tadpole—One who has not yet crossed the
equator.

Scrubbing the Keel—Greenhorns were
-frequently sent off to "'scrub the keel.”
Shrouds—Stays to keep the mast from

swaying athwartships.

Main Sheets—Tackle with
mainsail is controlled.

Rake—Inclination of mast and funnels from
the vertical.

Horse—Bar of iron across the stern of a
boat.

Head —Forepart of the ship.

Harness Casks—Large tubs for containing
salt meat (Ancient).

Hog-—Scrubbing a vessel’s bottom. (Ancient
—a “hog"”’ was a stiff brush).

Buoyed Ligan—Ligan is, properly, anything
buoyed and thrown overboard for sub-
sequent recovery.

Grog—Watered rum.

Ping Merchants—Anti-submarine
operators.

Scuttlebutt—Messdeck gossip.

Canavhed—Canadian Naval Headquarters.

Fishmen~Torpedomen.

Asdics—Pertaining to anti- submarine.
Properly, Allied Submarine Detection
Investigation Committee.

Matelots—Sailors.

Tin Can—Destroyer (American).

Pierhead Jump—A quick draft.

Drink—Ocean.

Mouse—To bind a hook with spunyarn to
prevent it from unhooking.

Chokey—Cells or detention.

Blue Peter—Blue square flag with white
square centre (letter “P"), signifying ship
about to sail.

0ld Davey—Davey Jones.

Bucket—Unwritten law. Buckets are never
called pails.

Dogwatch—Colloquially: If a man has not
been long in the service he is said to have
been in “only a dogwatch.”” Properly, the
two two-hour watches between 1600 and
2000.

Port Lamp—Red steaming light on the
port side. A prank is to sénd a newly-
joined hand to get ‘“‘red oil” for the port
light (or green for the starboard)

Clip—Door clips for securmg water-right
doors.

Salt—One:who pretends to know it all.
Also an 6ld hand.

lee—Thls is poetic licence. Properly,

“ream?!’. It means to clear the vent of the
gun ﬁring mechanism with a reamer. Rime
comes from the way it is often pronounced,
“rime the vent.”

Killick—A Leading Seaman. In earlydays an
anchor was known as a Killick. The
smgle anchor denoting his rate led to a
leading seaman being called a “killick.”

Spindrif¢t—Spray swept from the tops of the
waves by the wind.

which the



*SPINDRIFT

Now the ways of the Navy are quaint ones
And the speech has its own special “tack™.
The terms that you hear really ain’t ones

You'll “lay to” unless you're a *“Jack™.

We've *“Jaunties™ and **Crushers” and “*Buffers™,
“Jack Dusties™ and *“Sloshies™ and “*Scribes”.
To refer to the Navy's old duffers,

Say *“Three Badgers™ in one of your jibes.

The “Old Man" gives out with the “janke'rs",
To the ““clown™ who was mayhap “adrift”,
You don't say the ship merely anchors,

It’s “let go™ the ““mudhook-and swift.

“Pill Roller”, ““Wood Butcher” and **Flunkie™,
And “dhobey” and “Snobber™ and **Sparks”.
They all have a place in the Navy,

Just as sure as all “Knobbies” are Clarks.

It’s “pancake™ and “flar-top™ and “island”,
“No. 17, the *Chief Yeoman™ and *“Swain".
I'd rather stay here on the dry land,

Than be “rattled” and “‘weighed off " again.

“Buntin Tossers” do battle with *"Dusters”,
And “Engines” looks after spare parts,

The “Schoolies™ give no thought to ““musters”,
And “*Pilot™ pores over his charts.

The “waist” “tumbles home” near the stern,
No “fenders” you'll find on the “wheel”,
“Stand easy’s™ the time for a “burn”,

Send a “Tadpole™ off **scrubbing the keel™.

The “*shrouds™ won't be found on a casket,
The “main sheets” are not for a bed,

The “rake” puts no leaves in a basket,
And the “horse™ isn't found at the “head”.

“Harness casks” don’t belong in a barnyard,
Any more than there’s pork when we “hog”,
*Buoyed ligan™ is not for the discard,
Watered rum all the sailors call ““grog”.

“Ping Merchants™ no more get elation,
Heaving **scuttlebut™ hither and yon,
Since “*Canavhed” caused consternation,
Merging **Fishmen™ and * Asdics™ as one.

The “Matelot's™ *'tin can™ is his penthouse,
And “pierhead jumps™ aren’t in the ““drink”,
We say “mowze” and spell it like “mouse™,
And “chokey™ . . . that's Navy for “clink”.

Oh! Strange are the terms of the Navy—
“Blue Peter™ . . . the ship’s set to sail,
Sailor’s Heaven . . . below with *"Old Davey”,
And it’s “bucket” . . . don’t call it a pail.

When you've been in the Navy a “‘dogwatch™,
Tried to fill the “port lamp™ with red oil,

Know a “*clip™ is not called a doorlatch,

You're a “*Salt”, “Jack™ . . . according to Hoyle.
Here endeth this ““rime” of the Service,

Let’s hope you get steeped in its lore,

And if some of the terms make you nervous,
Then a "“Killick™ will tell you the score.

(CPO L. W. Turner.)

*See Glossary on preceding page.
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