





“CROWSNEST

LADY OF THE MONTH

There is not much visible of the “Lady
of the Month”, the destroyer escort Sas-
katchewan, in the picture on the opposite
page, but it does give a graphic idea of
the rough seas with which the Saskatche-
wan and four other Canadian warships had
to contend during NATO exercises off
Scotland late last year,

The ships encountered two of the most
intense cyclonic depressions ever recorded
in the North Atlantic with furious winds
and waves up to 40 feet high.

The Saskatchewan is now attached to
the Pacific Command. The sailors are glad.

(HS-73100-206)
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Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos,

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Directorate of Naval
Photography, quoting the mnegative number
of the photograph, giving the size and finish
required, and enclosing a money order for
the full amount, payable to the Receiver
General of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10
61 x 81 glossy finish only ............. .40
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish
11 x 14 matte finish only

16 x 20 ¢ “ "
20 x 24 “ “
30 x 40 “ “
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SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $2 a
year; outside of North America, $3.
Orders, accompanied by cheque or
money order payable to the Re-
ceiver General of Canada, should
be sent to:

THE QUEEN'S PRINTER,

Department of Public Printing
and Stationery,

OTTAWA, Ontario

Communications, other than
those relating to subscriptions,
should be addressed to:

EDITOR,
The Crowsnest,
Naval Headquarters,
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Low Accident
Rate Attained

HMC Dockyard, Halifax has achieved
the lowest accident rate ever recorded
in its history when, in four short years,
it reduced its lost time injuries from
149 in 1959 with a resulting loss of
2,183 working-man-days, to 83 lost-time
injuries in 1963 representing only 859
days lost.

In line with its safety program the
HMC Dockyard Management Safety
shield, awarded annually to the depart-
ment showing the most improvement
over its four-year injury frequency rate,
was presented to the Queen’s Harbour
Master whose department overcame
many difficulties and hazardous con-
ditions to register an impressive safety
improvement of more than 71 per cent.

The marked decline in the injury
frequency rate has been ’attributed
largely to the Dockyard’s aggressive
safety program and to its aims and
objectives. Credit also is due to the
leadership received from management
and to the co-operation of the super-
visors and the employees.

The safety program, in addition to
applying rigid safeguards to machinery
and providing protective clothing,
gained strength from an intensive safety
educational program, which included
courses, films and posters stressing the
importance of safety both on and off
the job, and meetings held each month
at shop, departmental and management
levels.

The program is under the supervision
of the Command Safety Engineer, R. T.
Giovannetti, assisted by Safety Engineer
W. B. Power and Safety Inspector L.
D. Kehoe, and by training and safety
supervisors on the staff of the Com-
modore Superintendent Atlantic Coast,
all of whom engaged in the educational
program and conducted numerous rou-
tine and shop safety inspections.

Lord Mayor Opens
‘Voyager’ Fund

The Lord Mayor of Sydney, Aus-
tralia, has opened a relief fund for the
dependents of officers and men lost in
the sinking of HMAS Voyager.

Contributions -sent to the Australian
High Commission, 90 Sparks Street,
Ottawa,will be acknowledged and for-
warded to the Lord Mayor’s Fund.
Cheques or money orders should be
made payable to the Australian High
Commission (Voyager Fund). ‘

Following the disaster in early Feb-
ruary; in which the Voyager was cut in
two by the aircraft carrier Melbourne
with heayy loss of life, a message was

despatchell to Vice-Admiral H. Har-
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rington, Chief of the Naval Staff, Royal
Australian Navy, by Vice-Admiral H.
S. Rayner, Chief of the Naval Staff,
Royal Canadian Navy. The message
said:

" “It was with shock and deep regret
that I heard of the loss of HMAS
Voyager and so many of her crew. I
know how keenly you must feel over
this tragedy.

“On behalf of the Royal Canadian
Navy I would like to extend deepest
sympathy to you and all personnel of
the Royal Australian Navy and to the
families of the officers and men who
lost their lives.”

Special Gear
Aids Copters

Two important developments which
affect flying operations from Canadian
destroyer escorts are being fitted to
St. Laurents under conversion and two
ships of the new Annapolis class yet to
commission, the Nipigon and Annapolis.

One feature is the roll-damping sys-

tem of the activated fin type. The other
is the “bear trap” haul-down system.
The first apparatus reduces rolling of
the ship, the second is a landing aid for
the big Sea King helicopters that oper-
ate from new or converted DDEs.
" The roll-damping system consists of
a non-retractable fin on each side of
the hull, hydraulically tilted and con-
trolled by a gyro sensing unit. The fins
extend about four and half feet out
from the hull on a spindle and are
about nine feet long. They .are located
underwater just forward of the boiler
room and angle down 50 degrees from
the horizontal. They can elevate 15
degrees and depress another 15 with
the pivotal point on each fin being some
three feet from the leading edge.

When the ship is underway in a calm
sea, the fins lie in a neutral position,
but begin their work as the sea state
rises. The Assiniboine and St. Laurent
are the first ships with them in service.
Four other St. Laurents are to follow
and the two new Annapolis DDEs.

Postage Dearer
Than Used Stamps

Stamp collecting can be an uneco-
nomical business, in the opinion of
Ldg. Sea. Wesley Young of HMCS St.
Laurent.

His 15-year-old son Robert is a stamp
collector. Being a dutiful father, Ldg.
Sea. Young usually sends back packets
of stamps from various countries he
visits as a naval photographer.

At Port Swettenham, Malaysia, he
purchased a package of 200 used stamps
for 66 cents.

It cost him 75 cents to air mail them
back home.

The roll-damping system ensures that
rolling during extreme conditions of
wind and sea is kept to about 10 de-
grees. Thus, stresses on the aircraft
and its handling gear due to rolling
acceleration are minimized and at the
same time maintenance conditions are
improved.

The Assiniboine has been carrying
out “bear trap” trials. This is a winch-
down system which guides the big heli-
copter to a safe landing on the relatively
small flight deck of the DDE, and
secures it immediately upon touch-
down. The system also centres the heli-
copter on the flight deck, tows it into
the hangar, and out again.

The pilot hovers the Sea King over
the flight deck and lowers a wire mes-
senger. The flight deck party attaches
it to a heavier wire which is then hoisted
to the helicopter and secured. A winch
and two drums beneath the flight deck
haul the flying machine down and, if
necessary, in and out of the hangar.

There are three methods of disengage-
ment during the haul-down process. If
there is too much tension on the wire,
it parts at a certain place, or the pilot
can manually disengage the wire. Lastly
the drum will slip if strain is too great.

The all-weather, speedy Sea Xing
extends appreciably. the dual ‘“hunt”
and “kill”’ capabilities of the Canadian
destroyer escort against the most mo-
dern submarine in service or those pro-
jected for some time to come.

Award Made
On Board Ship

Vice-Admiral H. S. Rayner, Chief of
Naval Staff, has presented a cheque to
a Bonaventure sailor on behalf of the
Suggestion Award Board of the Public
Service of Canada.

The presentation was made on board
the Bonaventure to Ldg. Sea. Harold G.
Smith, of Peterborough, Ont. While
serving on board the Cayuga, Ldg. Sea.
Smith submitted a suggestion concern-
ing the lifebuoy system. This suggestion
involves the installation of a buzzer in
the operations room to enable closer
plotting of the position in the event of
a man overboard.

This suggestion was evaluated by a
panel of experts and was subsequently
tried and has been adopted for use in
the RCN.

Ldg. Sea Smith was awarded $100 by
the suggestion Award Board for his sug-
gestion. The cheque was presented by
Vice-Admiral Rayner when he visited
the ship near Bermuda in company with
the' Hon. Paul Hellyer, Minister of
National Defencé, ' :





















THE USE OF SHIPS

“Exercise ‘Big Lift’ transports a divi-
sion. to Germany by air. What’s the use
of ships?”

ANSON W. BALDWIN, military
H editor of The New York Times,
asked this question in a recent article on
the future of the navy.

Mr. Baldwin didn’t put it that way
but an obvious answer to his question
(and he has no doubts about the value
of ships) is that surface transport, at
the very least, is needed to carry the
fuel to fly the aircraft back home again,

A much more detailed reply can be
found in the Naval Review-1964, pub-
lished by the United States Naval In-
stitute. Captain Ira Dye, USN, chief of
the office of program planning, U.S.
Maritime Administration, here presents
a thoughtful and detailed study of the
comparative costs and merits of sea and
air transport.

Captain Dye’s article assumes that
during the rest of the ’60s and ’70s the
world will be faced increasingly with
the problem of limited wars and that
means must be found to prevent them
from occurring or, if they do, from
spreading.

He suggests that as important as hav-
ing the combat-ready forces to apply is
the ability to move these forces rapidly
to wherever they are needed, and to
maintain them there as long as they
are required.

He leaves little doubt that this ability

- is unalterably dependent on the sea—-

not just on the control of it but on the
ability to move men, equipment and
supplies in bulk on it.

The United States Army and Air
Force have carried out several exercises
in recent years designed to show the
ability of air power to move infantry
forces quickly to potential trouble spots.
The most recent of these exercises, the
“Big Lift” mentioned by Mr. Baldwin,
took place late in 1963, when one United
States Army division was flown from
the U.S. to West Germany.

All well and good, says Captain Dye,
but it must be remembered that much
of the equipment, trucks, tanks, ar-
moured cars, food, ammunition and
supplies that would be used by these
soldiers is stored, in bulk, at the scene
in West Germany. The same situation
is not likely to exist if limited war were

to break out in the Middle East, the Far
East, South America or Southeast Asia.

It is generally conceded that ships
can carry larger loads than aircraft and
do it more cheaply, but Captain Dye
vividly points out one additional fact
that is widely overlooked. This is that
ships can move bulk cargo faster than
can aircraft.

For his examples, Captain Dye uses
four C-141 Starlifter transport aircraft,
and two C4-S-la Mariner cargo ships.
He defines each of these transport types
as $20 million worth of transportation
resources—four $5,000,000 aircraft and
two $10,000,000 ships.

The C-141 is a Lockheed jet aircraft
not yet in service. Maximum cruise
speed is given as 552 mph, maximum
ferry range is 7,540 miles, and the cargo
capacity is 34.5 short tons. A Mariner
cargo ship can carry 4,180 short tons of
cargo.

The planes in question will be able to
deliver 34.5 tons of cargo from New
York to France in 12 hours, including
loading and unloading time. It would
hardly be practical to use the two ships
for this as they would require 10.5 days
to deliver the same amount of cargo.
The edge is obviously with the aircraft
in these circumstances.

However—let the four transport air-
craft try to deliver the full capacity
cargo of the two ships and the results
are strikingly reversed. Captain- Dye
calculates that it would take the air-
craft 60 days to transport 1,770,000 cubic
feet and the operation would cost
$5,010,000. The ships would do exactly
the same job in 15 days at a cost of
$1,090,000.

In other words, in these circumstances,
ships are four times as fast as jet trans-
ports and more than four times as
economical.

In actual performance during Long
Thrust II, 100 aircraft delivered 5,300
men in six days. The SS United States
or the Queens converted into troop car-
riers each could convey 14,000 or 15,000
men in less than five days.

Anocther angle of the problem with
which Captain Dye does not deal in this
article is the possibility that the place
to which troops and supplies are des-
tined may be in unfriendly hands and
there may be no place for aircraft to
land. Thus, during the Second World
War, aircraft may have been able to

soften up mainland Europe; they
couldn’t invade it. However, this is a
separate matter.

Dealing again with the proponents of
air-lift strategy, Captain Dye says the
transportation requirements {for con-
tingencies or limited wars will be un-
derestimated seriously if planning is
based only on forces to be deployed
initially. Rapid deployments and fast
reaction would lose none of their im-
portance, but staying power and ihe
ability to handle mass movements of
heavy forces would become of at least
equal importance.

Captain Dye says it is clear that in the
foreseeable future, as general ground
forces become heavier and more mech-
anized, there will be a larger role
in limited or conventional war for the
sealift of cargo than in the past.

He therefore calls for the construction
of better cargo carriers with which to
do the job. He adds that it i§ well within
the capacity of current ship construction
technology to build a specialized, fast-
response ship, which he calls “Sea-
lifter”.

She would have a speed of about 30
knots, meaning she could deploy from
the west coast to Southeast Asia in 10
days, from Hawaii to Southeast Asia in
eight days and from South Carolina to
Africa south of the Sahara in from six
to eight days.

Sealifter would be nuclear-powered
and have unlimited range without re-
fueling, or be conventionally powered
with a 10,000-mile radius. She would
carry 1,000 soldiers in air-conditioned
space, plus 5,000 measurement tons of
vehicles, plus 3,000 long tons of heavy
re-supply items. Vehicles would roll on
and roll off.

She would carry a limited number of
landing craft and she could load in 30
hours and unload in about 24 hours, or
less. In a well equipped port, such a
ship, he says, could be unloaded in
about eight hours.

The cost of the vessel would be be-
tween $20 and $25 million.

Captain Dye concludes by saying that
sealift and airlift should be viewed as
the two swift legs of military mobility.
By using the two as a co-ordinated
instrument, each in its proper com-
plementary role, the optimum in rapid
response and heavy punch can be
achieved,
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THE YOUNG AND OLD AMONG NAV

of information on the navies of
the world, Jane’s Fighting Ships, can
be viewed statistically—and the result
is impressive, or it can be scanned his-
torically—and some facts of great im-
port emerge.

From the statistical viewpoint, Jane’s
lives up to expectations, with the pres-
entation of 490 new illustrations (425
photographs plus 65 drawings), many
of them showing new species of ships
or older ships converted to new poten-
tialities.

WIWHAT INVALUABLE compilation

We learn from the editor’s foreword
also that the total number of illus-
trations now exceeds 2,000, made up of
1.540 ship photographs and 470 scale
drawings, and that there are particulars
of some 10,000 warships in the navies
of 96 countries.

The editor points out that the first
postwar issue of Jane’s, that of 1946-
47, listed 52 navies. The 44 new ones
that appear in the current volume, he
observes, in some cases represent con-
siderable fleets, particularly those of
Germany, Italy, Japan and Indonesia,

“It is somewhat ironical,” Editor R,
V. B. Blackman writes, “that while the
navy of the mighty United States, the
senior partner of the victorious allies,
is in danger of becoming top-heavy
with the weight of its out-dated war-
built hulls (although of course the
U.S.A. has built in recent years the
biggest and most sophisticated warships
in every major category), the navies
of the so-called defeated nations are
rising on a pinnacle of new steel, un-
fettered by the deadwood of a genera-
tion gone.”

Jane’s Fighting Ships was founded in
1897 by Fred T. Jane, three years be-

fore the acceptance by the U.S. Navy .

of the first practical submarine, the
USS Holland. Many warships of the
day still carried sail. Jane’s has seen
the rise and fall of the dreadnought
and battle cruiser; the years of its pub-
lication have embraced the whole of
the development of the destroyer, from

the torpedo-boat destroyers designed
to combat the new-fangled torpedo
boats that came on the scene shortly
before the submarine, to the escorts of
today with their electronic wonders
and deadly weapons.

Most of all, the 66 years of Jane’s
have seen the submarine develop into
the most fearsome weapon carrier the
world has known,

BOOKS for the
SAILOR

The decision of the Royal Navy to
acquire its own Polaris submarines has
brought its own problems, according to
Jane’s. The nuclear-missile-armed, nu-
clear-powered submarine is so fan-
tastically expensive that it leaves little
money for acquiring other much needed
hardware. It is not necessary to go very
far from home to find another Navy
faced with similar problems arising out
of rising costs.

It is an interesting (and somewhat
frightening) subject of speculation as
to what happens if every major navy
acquires a “deterrent” in the form of
Polaris submarines—first the TUnited
States, then Russia, then Britain, then
France, then Italy, and so on. '

The mad logic behind the deterrent
is that it must be acquired at fantastic
cost but that it must never be used, be-
cause this is an admission that the
deterrent has failed. And because the
deterrent (it is profoundly hoped) will
not be used, it is necessary to have con-
ventional forces to cope with the prob-

- lems that do arise.

It may be possible (as Mr. Blackman
suggests) to predict the future course
of world events by a study of the forces
in being and of their development over
the years.

iS

“At intervals, over the decades, it has
been possible, from the study of the
build-up of one naval power or naval
powers in close proximity to each other,
to discern the ingredients of a poten-
tially explosive mixture,” he writes. “A
small or rising nation could strike the
spark. Grouped in a wide circle round
the South China Sea, vis-a-vis each
other, are the indigenous and divergent
navies of no fewer than a score of the
countries listed in this annual. ‘Look
to your moat, might apply to the
straits in this theatre rather than
nearer at home, whether home be
Great Britain or the United States.”

Later on in his introduction, Mr.
Blackman, after reviewing the strength
and policies of the United States, says:

“On the American side of the Atlan-
tic the custodians of security and free-
dom are taking more and more to heart
the oft reiterated and proven maxim
exemplified by Nelson and Churchill:
‘Who rules the sea, rules the world.”

To turn to the body of the book, this
edition shows the first pictures of the
St. Laurent conversion, which brings
into being a concept pioneered by the
Royal Canadian Navy of a relatively
small ship equipped with a manned
helicopter for the swift pursuit of
enemy submarines.

The government decision not to pro-
ceed with the construction of the new
general-purpose frigate came too late
in the year for the reference to be de-
leted from Jane’s but the section pro-
vides interesting information on a
“compromise” design intended to carry
out a number of functions.

As in other years, Canadian readers
will find scattered through the pages
the names of RCN warships of other
years. The volume notes that the Mag-
nificent, predecessor of the Bonaventure
as the floating home of RCN aviation,
was disposed of in 1963 but her prede-
cessor, the Warrior, is very much in
being as Argentina’s Independencia.

Argentina also employes as a sur-
veying vessel the former -corvette,
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir:

Up till'now 15 Belgian officers have
been trained in the RCN. Unfortunately
this type of iraining is no longer con-
tinued. Anyway, by means of The
Crowsnest, we would like to inform our
many friends, previously our instructors
or colleagues, of our present appoint-
ments. The latter illustrate the fact that
the Belgian Navy specializes in mine-
sweeping.

Sub-Lt. I. L. Lefevre is a W/K officer
on board the A957 Kamina, the Belgian
training-ship.

Sub-Lt. R. W. Strijkers is first lieuten-
ant on board on MSC; so is Lt. (JG) P.
Yans.

Lt. (JG) Claude Sedeyn and Lt. (JG)
L. Krott are both first 1t. on board an
MSI.

Lt. (JG) E. A. Verheyen is No. 1 on
board MSO M3909.

Lt. (JG) R. H. M. Leenaert and Lit.
(JG) J. L. S. Ceux are both on board
the fishery protection Algerine De Moor,
respectively as “No, 1” and as “pilot”.

Lt. (JG) J. L. S. De Leu is No. 1 on

board A955, a research vessel and Li.
(JG) A. F. Claus is CO of MSC M933.

Lt. J. D. De Wilde is following a long
MCM-course in The Netherlands.

Lt. P. Segers became a helicopter
pilot and is with the ASR-service at
Coxyde (Belgium).

Lt. C. D. C. Jacobs is an instructor
at the NATO Mine Warfare School in
Ostend.

SHIPLOVERS’
GROUP FORMED

The formation of an association of
shiplovers under the name Marine
Documentation (Cercle des Amis de la
Mer), is reported in a letter from Ravel
Gervais, 12, Avenue Zengler, Moure-
piane, Marseille 16e, France.

The purpose of the organization is to
bring an exchange of information be-
tween shipowners, collectors of photo-
graphs and documetns concerning ships,
and all other persons interested in such
subjects as merchant shipping, war-
ships, sailing, fisheries, yachting, har-
bours, shipyards and model-making—
in a word, writes Mr. Gervalis, all about
the sea.

The organization will also provide for
institutional memberships for schools,
colleges, shipping companies, yacht
clubs and nautical publications, accord-
ing to the founder.

Lt. (JG) R. Hoeben is taking jet-pilot
training with the Belgian Air Force,

R. F. D’Hollander went back to
civilian life as personnel manager with
the Brussels branch office of the Ford
Motor Company.

Marital status: When Claude Sedeyn
marries this spring, there is only Lefevre
left to look around for a “dream-girl”.
Wives: b Canadian, 1 American, 8 Bel-
gian. Children:; 22; 8 girls, 14 boys. We
are all commonly known as the “Cana-
dians” and we do hope to see a Cana-
dian ship call at Ostend or Antwerp
in the near future. Maybe some day

the RCN will send a few officers to the
Mine Warfare School, which is open to
all NATO countries.

In closing we extend our best wishes
to all our old friends and to the RCN.
When in Belgium, drop in. We will be
very glad to receive you, either at home
or on board our ships.

In the meantime we send our best
regards,

' On behalf of the 15,

C. D. C. JACOBS,
Lieutenant

NATO Mine Warfare School,
Belgium Navy, Ostend,
Belgium,

Sir:

I see in the English newspapers that
Canada has decided to have submarines
in her Navy. I am proud to hear this
for I was very sorry in 1922 when they
decided to scrap my old sub CH-15. We
were quite a happy crew and well I
remember our skipper, Lt. Woods, who
unfortunately was drowned in a small
boat. I often wonder how many of that
crew are still knocking about.

I was lucky and did not return to
England but was given the chance to
go on the Patriot, one of the two de-
stroyers which at that time comprised
the RCN, to finish my three years. Your
Navy today must be one to be proud of
and I wish you all over there every
success.

I have been aboard one of the modern
subs and I must say I was completely
lost, It was quite a difference from the

old cockle shells CH-14 and 15. You
may use this letter as you please if it
will help you in your recruiting.

Yours,

ABEL . NEWTON

Ex-Ldg. Sto. RN, K16114

RCN, 21056
15 Stansfield St.,
Oldham,
Lancs.
England.
Sir:

I am writing to ask if any readers
might kindly help regarding photo-
graphs of British warships visiting
these waters.

As a former RN member now living
over here, I have developed an interest
in compiling a history of all such visits
over the past century through photo-
graphs taken at the time, in peace and
war. I have had only fair success to date
through trying normal sources, how-
ever, and I would now like to ask read-
ers’ help.

Space does not allow details, but I
would welcome anything at all ranging
from squadron calls such as the 2nd
CS to Halifax in 1905 and the Hood
to both coasts in 1924, down to single-
ship visits to smaller ports on both
coasts and the Lakes. Because this is a
rare opportunity for me to seek assist-
ance on a limited subject, I would be
obliged also for anything along these
lines concerning RCN and RN calls to
the U.S.A. over the same period.

Pictures of any vintage, size or shape
will -be appreciated and I will cover
any costs entailed—at the very least,
the postage.

Yours faithfully

KENNETH KELLY
120 Main Street,
Irvington-on-Hudson,
New York, U.S.A.

N. Z. TALLY
COLLECTOR

John Rene Savidan, a former mem-
ber of the Royal New Zealand Navy,
who lives at 38 Takitimu Street,
Orakei, Auckland, N.Z,, advises that he
is a serious collector of cap tallies and
ship photographs. He has a few spare
tallies, including those of HMAS Anzac
and INS Delhi, and one from the East
German Navy, bearing the word
“Volksmarine”, which he is willing to
exchange for other unusual cap tallies.
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