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The Cover—The past year’s performance of the RCN’s
Tracker aircraft and their record in anti-submarine exercises
reflected credit not only on the pilots and their aircrew but on the
ground crews who keep them flying. Here trained air mechanics
work on the port engine of a Canadian-built Tracker in a
maintenance hangar at Shearwater. (DNS-29176)

LADY OF THE MONTH

At the moment HMCS Agssiniboine does
not present a ladylike appearance as ship-
yard workers go about the job of transform-
ing her into a ship with new and more
deadly anti-submarine capabilities.

When the picture on the opposite page
was taken last summer, she was flying the
paying-off pennant that signified her with-
drawal from active duty to prepare for the
long ordeal from which she will emerge
with variable depth sonar and helicopter
platform and hangar,

Her sister ship, HMCS St. Laurent, is
undergoing a similar transformation.
(E-66101)

-

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Directorate of Naval
Photography, quoting the negative number
of the photograph, giving the size and finish
required, and enclosing a money order for
the full amount, payable to the Receiver
General of Canada, .

Sizes, finish and the National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10

63 x 8% glossy finish only ............ 40
8 x 10 glossy, or matte finish ......... -.50

11 x 14 matte finish only ....... AP ., 100

- .

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 per
year; outside of North America,
$1.50. Orders, accompanied by
cheque or money orders made to
the Receiver General of Canada,
should be sent to:

THE QUEEN’S PRINTER,

Department of Public Printing
and Stationery;

Ottawa, Ont.

Communications, other than those
relating to subscriptions, should
be addressed to:
EDITOR,
The Crowsnest,
Naval Headguarters,
Ottawa, Ont.
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WO STRENUOUS voyages by
whaler this past summer—one
along the rugged coast of Nova Scotia,
the other along the almost equally
rugged shore of Georgian Bay—have
established that the new 27-foot plastic
whaler is a safe, rugged boat, capable
of navigating heavy seas for long dis-
tances.

Crews of both whalers, as a result of
their experience, have suggested certain
modifications to the design which should
prove useful in future production of
this class of workboat.

ARLY last summer, after HMS
Astute, of the Sixth Submarine
Squadron, had been invited to partici-
pate in the Summerside Lobster Festi-
val, several crew members, always keen
on an expedition, decided to sail a ser-
vice whaler from Halifax to Prince
Edward Island, and return, and rendez-
vous there with the Astute, and with
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two other crew members who would
pedal overland by bicycle. The total
distance by sea, return, is about 650
miles. They all achieved their objec-
tives: the cyclists apparently without
incident, since their journey is un-
chronicled, the Astute in her usual effi-
cent fashion, and the men in the whaler
with high adventure.

Six submariners, under the command
of Lt. J. V. DeButt Gray, RN, borrowed
a plastic whaler from HMCS Stadacona,
made a few necessary repairs, fitted it
with a canvas cover for protection from
the elements while sleeping, loaded it
with stores sufficient for the trip and,
at 0815 on July 7, set sail. During the
next nine days, they 'spent a damp ex~
istence in strange surroundings, pelted
by rain, shrouded in fog, hove to in gusts

and gales or becalmed by fickle winds
which forced oars out to pull the boat.
The return trip took seven days. Once,
out of sheer necessity, they illegally
secured their boat to a whistle buoy
until a fisherman put them on course.

The first night saw them at sea off
Eastern Nova Scotia, drenched by al-
most continuous rain. They arrived at
Liscombe at 2210 on July 8, sailed the
following morning and for the next two
days, with little or no winds, in rain
and fog, they beat their way up the
coast to Cape Canso, sheltered the night
of July 12-13 in West Arichat Harbour,
Cape Breton Island.

By noon they had locked through the
Gut of Canso causeway, were off Cape
George that evening and arrived at
Arisaig, two hours after midnight on






The following morning dawned wet
and windy. It was not decided to sail
until 1045. The Inch Arran was reached
on the commercial radio installed in a
local fisherman’s boat. As the owner
hadn’t been able to get it to work for
many months, Ldg. Sea. Girvan exam-
ined it with his professional eye, made
a switch, and watched it burst into life,
thus earning the undying thanks of the
impressed owner.

After the whaler had cleared Snug
Harbour, the wind proved stronger
than expected, gusting to 20 knots, so
two reefs were taken in the mainsail.
Course was shaped to meet the Inch
Arran as she was due to leave Parry
Sound. Due to the high winds and the
confined harbour, the ship’s sailing was
delayed until the next day.

After a few miles of salling in open
water, the lee of the offshore islands
was gained and first one, and then the
other, reef was shaken out and a speed
of eight knots was maintained.

A quick lunch of the inevitable beans
was taken on one of the islands, and
the Tally Ho moved out into the open
Bay. The wind having increased to 25
knots and backed to the northwest,
speed of approximately four knots was
made good under foresail and mizzen
only. After two hours of these winds,
and with a seven-foot swell running, it
was obvious the weather was going to
worsen. Course was altered to take
shelter behind the islands. Through this
whole period, when considerable water
was taken over the windward bow, one
member of the crew managed to sleep
soundly. ‘

After arriving at Sans Souci and on
learning that the Inch Arran had not
sailed, the Tally Ho phoned the ship
and passed an arrival report. Then it
was learned that a resident of Snug
Harbour, seeing the whaler there over-
night, assumed that the Tally Ho was
in trouble and informed Parry Sound
As a result the ship’s motor cutter had
been searching since noon.

Rested and refreshed, the freshwater
sailors proceeded down the inside
channel for another three miles and set
up camp for the night. However, it was
not to be an uneventful evening.
Shortly after supper, a seaplane was
slowly moving about the water, appar-
ently lost and looking for a place to
secure. :

After being signalled, the pilot ap-
proached, but his engine died before a
line could be passed, and the plane
started to drift rapidly down on a reef
a cable and a half away. The whaler
was promptly launched, oars and
crutches were shipped and the Tally
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Ho pulled hard to the aircraft, just
beating a motor boat with the same aim
in mind.

A line was passed, and the aircraft
was pulled to safety, while the modern
motor boat stood off with a certain
amount of respectiful awe. The airmen
were poured a strong cup of coffee to
settle their nerves while they told their
story of having an engine failure just
above the water, being forced to land
across the rough swell and sustaining
some damage. When two other aircraft
arrived to help, the little island began
to look like a small aerodrome.

Shortly after 0900 the next morning
the Tally Ho raised sail and began the
lengthy beat out into the open bay.
After a pleasant and uneventful day’s
sail through the Christian Islands, past
Giant’s Tomb Island, she reached Pene-
tang harbour, just as the wind died.
As it was then two miles from any suit-

able dock, the local cottagers and towns-
people were treated to the unusual sight
of a whaler rigged for sail being pulled
up the harbour.

Penetang proved to be most hospit-
able. Rain was threatening and the
owner of the Penetang 88, a converted
RCN Fairmile, used for excursions on
Georgian Bay, offered the facilities of
his craft. This was gratefully accepted.
After a welcome wash and shave, the
crew spent the evening exploring the
historic town, once a naval base, active
in the War of 1812-14.

The next morning, after stocking up
on supplies, the sailors left Penetang
at 1030. The wind then looked promis-
ing and they hoped to ge as far as Mea-~
ford that day. However, after an hour
of good sailing, the wind died down
and it became apparent the Tally Ho
wouldn’t get far. Eventually Cedar
Point was reached, after covering only



























DECISION AT TRAFALGAR

MONG ALL the books written
A about Nelson, and about Trafalgar,
there was none, in Dudley Pope’s opin~
ion, that “set out to describe the most
famous naval campaign and battle in
history from all practicable points of
view.”

Having drawn this postulate, Mr,
Pope bravely undertook to fill the gap,
And, with his Decision at Trafalgar’ he
has succeeded in blending an assortment
of separate material into a single, read-
able product.

One of his principal aims was to “tell
the story of the actual battle as it was
seen through the eyes of the contending
British, French and Spanish admirals,
captains, lieutenants and ratings, fre-
quently using their own words.” At the
same time he tried to present a picture
of life and events in Britain and France
during the period.

Thus embellished, his account of the
battle takes a form different from any
others. Fortunately for the reader, it is
accompanied by a series of charts and
diagrams depicting the more significant
developments and actions. Without
these, it would be a laborious business
trying to trace and retrace the course
of the battle,

Not only was Trafalgar decisive from
the military standpoint, but it had far-
reaching political and economic effects
as well. Those effects, says Mr. Pope,
are still felt in Britain today, more than
150 years later.

“Something which in the long run
may prove more valuable than the
material benefits still remains . . .
Nelson and Trafalgar established a
tradition of bold tactics, a standard of
personal bravery, of devotion, and a
lesson in dedication to duty which has
become a part of the British character.”

Regrettably, says the author, there is
another element of the Trafalgar-in-
spired character that at times has placed
Britain in a position of great peril. This
is the heroic but illogical and dangerous
belief that the British, like virtue, al-
ways will triumph in the end, regardless
of any initial lack of preparedness.

Mr. Pope wryly suggests, as have
other authors, that Nelson today would
not even be able to get in the Navy.
“By the standards of a welfare state,
Nelson at any period in his life was an
undersized weakling.

“Nor did the sea strengthen that thin
body; in fact, tropical sickness, and the
wounds of war conspired to shatter
even further his fragile constitution . .,

BOOKS for the
SAILOR

Born a weakling, he was constantly ill
at sea . . . his health was ruined by
fever . .. at Copenhagen the cold almost
killed him . spasms of perpetual

coughing . , . his head buzzed with
toothache . . . his muscles knotted with
rheumatism . . . a regular pain in his

chest.” Says Mr. Pope, “In the gallery
of great war heroes, Nelson is the odd
man out.”

For all this, he set a shining stand-
ard whose eminence, brilliance and

WHITHER

HE AIR FORCE College Journal

for 1962, although it is regrettably
lacking in naval contributions, offers a
rich and stimulating bill of fare that
admirably carries on the Journal’s
policy of providing an open forum for
the discussion of military and inter-
national affairs.

Some interesting conclusions on Rus-
sia’s aims are drawn in the leading
article, “Flux in the Red World”, by
Mark Gayn, Toronto editorial writer

Maybe Mommy
Has the Answer

‘What's the rest of it? Who wrote it?
‘Where was it first published? These
are dquestions bothering a corre-
spondent of a Toronto press clipping
service who recalls only a fragment
of a war-time poem entitted *“What
Did You Do in the War, Mommy?"”

The remembered lines are:

“I was a Wren,

With a stroke of my pen

I lost 50 men

Who were never, thereafter,
Heard from again.”

The inquiry was directed to the
National Press Clipping Services Ltd.,
of Toronto, in the hope there might
be some ex-Navy types with long
memories among its clientele,

purity have wholly withstood the pas-
sage of time.

What were the qualities that made
Nelson such a great leader, that won
for him such great devotion? There was
his humanity—a rare thing in those
harsh times; his loyalty, upward and
downward; his example, and the trust
in others thal inspired even greater
trust in return,

There are those who say we can get
too much Nelson. Is it that Nelson and
the things he did and the things he
stood for are regarded by these people
as being no longer valid? We trust this
is not so—R.C.H

DECISION AT TRAFALGAR (published in
England as ENGLAND EXPECTS), by
Dudley Pope, J. B. Lippincott Company,
New York,

RUSSIA?

and columnist, conclusions he agrees
may be upset by the early death of
Khrushchev and his succession by a
more reckless leader, by the departure
of Adenauer and a subsequent move in
West Germany toward rapprochement
with Moscow or by China attacking U.S.
forces in Asia and involving her re-
luctant ally, Russia, in war with the
West.

Mr. Gayn finds that the “new Soviet
Society . . is literate and sophisti-
cated.” It is a country coming increas-
ingly under the control of the intellec-
tuals, scientists and technologists, where
the desire for affluence is replacing
revolutionary fervour.

“Being an optimist, I believe the gap
between the Soviet Union and us, but
not yet between China and us, is nar-
rowing. I believe that it is possible to
deal with these people on terms of
sanity. But though it is possible, it will
never be easy.”

Colonel G. M. C. Sprung, director of
the Historical Section, Canadian Army
Headquarters, writes on “The Defence
of Western Europe”. Although he does
not draw the parallel, it is obvious from
his discussion that Canada is not the
only place where nuclear policy is the
subject of soul-searching debate. Brit~-
ain’s decision in 1957 to become a nu-
clear power, ranking next to the United
States and Russia, appears five years
later, to have been of questionable
wisdom, says the author,
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“Britain has weakened her conven-
tional air and army forces stationed in
Europe without rivalling the two major
nuclear powers.”

Even in the larger sphere of NATO
there are unsolved nuclear problems.
Do the U.S. missiles installed in NATO
countries (Britain, Italy and Turkey)
belong to NATO or the U.S.? “Their
targets have been allotted by the NATO
air staff but clearly there is even today

no agreed NATO procedure for decid-
ing to shoot them.”

“NATO and the Future” is the con-
tribution of Brigadier General S. L. A.
Marshall, USAR (Ret), military histor-
ian and commentator who warns that
we should not expect too much of
NATO and, at the same time, not for-
get that NATO has, for 13 years, been
the chief deterrent to nuclear disaster.

The foregoing is just a sampler from
a wide range of military subjects dealt

with in this issue of the Journal. The
winner of this year’s prize essay is K.
J. Radford, Director of Systems Evalua-
tions at Air Force Headquarters, whose
subject is “The Expected Performance
and Utility of the Supersonic Trans-
port”.—C. '

AIR FORCE JOURNAL, 1962; published by
the Air Force College, Armour Heights,
Toronto 12; $1.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir:

For many years The Crowsnest has,
in a very interesting and attractive
form, disseminated news of our Navy,
both at work and play. In recent years
it has widened its scope to include news
of the naval veteran and the various
activities of the naval veteran move-
ment. This has been very gratifying to
ex-naval personnel and warrants
further thought and utilization by
those in this category.

When in a reminiscent mood, the
naval veteran must often wonder what
many of his war-time messmates are
doing, and would be interested to know
how fate has dealt with them since. The
possibility of The Crowsnest bringing
former shipmates together swasrecently
exemplified by my own particular case.
I received a letter a few months ago
from a Bill Murphy, with whom I had
served in HMCS Battleford in the early
days of the war and of whom I had no
news. He had noticed my name at the
bottom of something I had written to
The Crowsnest, and decided that he
would find out if I was, in fact, the old
shipmate he knew.

He is now Chief Officer aboard an
Imperial Oil tanker and, by all accounts,
enjoying the life and the extensive
travel which is involved. Undoubtedly
is the envy of many a land-bound ex-
matelot, who would welcome the chance
to sail the seas once more.

Thanks to The Crowsnest, through
correspondence we have relived some
of the old days and have been able to
exchange news of some of the old crew.

Some of the Battleford boys may
recall Hugh Garner, who recently made
headlines in the literary world with
what is expected to be a Canadian best
seller, The Splendor on the Shore, and
wish him further success in his chosen
vocation.

The annual reunions serve a similar
purpose in bringing together erstwhile
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shipmates, but, until such time as we
can hold a truly national reunion, the
columns of The Crowsnest could pro-
vide a medium whereby we would keep
in touch with each other even across
the wide national scene. Hoping for
further developments, and thanking
The Crowsnest for its generous co-
operation, I remain, )

Yours sincerely,
SIDNEY R. PINER

241 Hillcrest Ave.,
Hamilton, Ont.

Dear Editor:

What I need is a “learning machine”,
whatever that is.

The reason I need  learnimg machine
is because of the large numbers of new
words coming on the word-market these
space-age days. Some of these words
are way-out, as far as I'm concerned,
and most of them I glean from adver-
tisements, articles and manuals on
modern-day technology.

For instance, one article about a
machine in use in the RCN mentioned
“write~in”, and it didn’t mean a letter

to the editor. Further on, the same story
used the terms ‘“computer print-out”,
“slow-scan” and “over-condensed”.
Fairly simple, I guess, to someone with
even a limited technical background,
but when it went on to say, “in-line
readout display” and later ‘“convert
computer target data output into real-
time radar signals”, I was lost.

Unfortunately I’'m neither engineer
nor technician and I can’t be “com-
puterized’”. I don’t even know what
“checkout systems” are, except that I
know they have nothing to do with
supermarkets. And the litfle item
“modes of heat transfer in solids and in
single- and two-phase fluids”. Most of
that is simple, but what in the name of
a “thermionic generator” is a single- or
two-phase fluid, I thought a fluid was
a fluid, though it may be linked to the
“hydrodynamics of mixed flow”, or even
the “liquid metal boiler”. Which re-
minds me, is the liquid metal boiler a
boiler of liquid metals?

No matter, because I'm also stymied
on “nanc-second pulse transmitters and
receivers” and on “incremental velocity
changes” and “cryogenic temperatures”.

The one thing I do know is a “turbine
helicopter with an eight-minute folda-
bility” and believe me, in this day and
space age, that it something.

For a while I thought there might
be hope for me, despite being over 40,
but this illusion was dispelled recently
when my grade-two son came home
from school and announced that he was
going to be an astronaut and could
hardly wait to be strapped into his
space capsule and say: “All systems
go, and ‘A’ OK”. A clear case of an
18,000-knot son of a 30-knot father.
Such is progress.

L. W. TURNER,
Lieutenant, RCN

Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa.
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