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The Cover—The single word that best translates “Chaudicre”
from French to English is, perhaps, “cauldron” and, when the
cover photograph was taken by AB E. E. Kemball, of the naval
photographic staff at Shearwater, the cauldron was really steaming.
The ship is, naturally, HMCS Chaudiere, commissioned at Halifax
on November 14. (DNS-24559)

LADY OF THE MONTH

With  the commissioning of HMCS
Columbia at North Vancouver on Novem-
ber 7 and HMCS Chaudiere at Halifax on
November 14, the 14-ship destroyer escort
program, which began with the laying
down of the St. Laurent on November 22,
1950, came to an end. The extensive
modifications which were made to the
original design, led to the last seven ships
being designated “Restigouche” class. Al-
ready a ncw class, with further important
modifications and known as the “Repeat
Restigouche™ class, is under construction,

The ship pictured on the opposite page
is the Columbia, 1aid down, launched and
commissioned in each case just a few days
ahead of her sister ship, the Chandiere,
with which she will serve in the Atlantic
Command. (E-51743)

D et SV A A

Negalive numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnest are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, atlention Directorate of Naval
Photography, quotling the negative number
of the photograph, giving the size and finish
required, and enclosing a money order for
the full amount, payable to the Receiver
Generat of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the National Defence
standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10

6% x 8% glossy. finish only ............ 40 _ .
8 x 10 glossy or matte finish .......... .50
11 x 14 matie finish only .............. 1.00
16 x 20 ¢ « TN 3.00
20 x 24 N N 4.00
30 x 40 “ ‘ e 8.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 for
12 issues; outside of North Amer-
ica, $1.50. Orders, accompanied
by cheque or money order made
to the Receiver-  General of Can-
ada, should be sent to:

THE QUEEN’S PRINTER,
Department of Public Printing
and Stationery,
Ottawa, Ont.
Communications, other than those .
relating to subscriptions, should
be addressed to:
EDITOR,
The Crowsnest,
Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, Ont.

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Posi Office Department, Ottawa.
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THE EARLY DAYS OF THE RNVR

The group of enthusiastic civilians, who banded themselves together in 1913 to
launch the Royal Naval Canadian Volunteer Reserve, were greeted rather coldly in
official circles, but their persistence at last won them official recognition. A similar
sttuation existed when the RNVR was formed ten years earlier in the United King-
dom. Lt. Stanley Geary, RNVR, joined the organization in 1904 and was also one
of the earliest members of the RNCVR. He makes his home in England where he is
chairman of the council of the Royal Naval Volunteer Association. Lt. Geary’s ac-
count of the early days of the RNCVR appeared in the March 1959 issue of The
Crowsnest. Here he dips further back into history to tell of the beginnings of the

RNVR,

HE ROYAL Naval Volunteer Re-
T serve . was officially formed in
October 1803.

At its inception Senior Service per-
sonnel were very sceptical. They could
not conceive that men drawn from all
walks of civil life could ever prove an
efficient reserve for the Royal Navy.
Was it to be wondered at, then, that
there arose unfortunate and sometimes
amusing incidents in those days?

As an example here is an authentic
account (published in the Military
Mail) of the first party of volunteers
to proceed for a fortnight’s gunnery
course in 1904:

The party presented themselves
before the ecommander of one of our
Naval Stations. Through some over-
sight at Headquarters, however, he
had not been apprised of their visit,
and stared at:the intruders. Any-
way their papers seemed all in or-
der and, dssuming some omission had
been made, put the best face on the
matter.

Turning to the first man he said:
“What are you? “I am an electrician,
Sir.” “Oh go down below and report
yourself to the electrician. I expect
he can find you something to do.”

And turning to the second man:
“What are you?” “I am &an engineer,
Sir.” © “Very well, go down to the
engine room and see what they can
show you.”

In this way the commander got
slowly down- the line, racking his
brains as to how to fit these new
hands to their ‘work. His patience
was getting exhausted, as luck would
have it, as he was approaching the
knottiest problem.

“And what are you?” he said to
a sprightly young man. “A journal-
ist,” came the answer. “A what?”
gasped the commander. “A journal-
ist—a writer, sir”., “Oh you go to
h-—" was the reply. “You go for’d
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and stay there.” There was only one
more left. “And what are you?” said
the commander in despairing tones.
“Me? I'm a stockbroker.” *“A stock-
broker, eh? Well, we’ve got no d—d
money or stocks and shares for you
to ‘handle here. See what they can
find you to do down below.”

And so it was that these keen vol-
unteers returned to Headquarters com-
plaining that for a fortnight they were
employed on scraping paint off the
ship’s sides, mopping decks and so forth
with never a single period of instruc-
tion in gunnery.

As a result of this unfortunate epi-
sode questions were asked in Parlia-
ment, and rightly so, for the naval
volunteers were exceptionally keen
about their work and hardly thought
this kind of treatment proper or en-
couraging.

Shortly after this rumours got afloat
to the effect that the new Reserve was
to be disbanded. The following reply,
however, was given to a question by
Mr. Smeaton in the House of Commons:

Mr. E. Robertson, Financial Secretary
to the Admiralty, said there was no
intention whatever of disbanding the
RNVR. The Admiralty regarded them
as an efficient and essential part of the
naval service. He took the opportunity
of denying one of the mischievous and
baseless rumours that had been floating
about regarding the intentions of the
Admiralty. In point of fact, there was
a bill before Parliament, which he
hoped the "House would pass, for
strengthening their position.

In spite of this official announcement
it took some time for the RN to ap-
preciate the possibilities and growing
efficiency of this reserve.

An amusing story of an RNVR ex-
public school boy, who was serving in
one of HM Cruisers for a month’s train-
ing, is worth recorcling here.

“Hands to bathe” had been piped for
the ship’s company. Our young friend,
being an exceptionally strong swimmer,
swam out a long distance, as was his
wont. The hands were recalled but,’
at such a distance, it was some time

_ before he could reach the ship. When

he did he was promptly ushered on to
the quarterdeck by the master-at-arms,
as a defaulter before the officer of the
watch. ’

The jaunty made the charge of dis-
regarding the order when piped. The
OOWwW _‘then turned to the delinquent and
said: “Have you anything to say, my
man?”

The reply came in a most natural
way.

“Sir, (pointing to the MAA) I deny
this gentleman’s allegations in toto.”

Finale . . . The OOW, restraining with
difficulty his emotions hurriedly dis-
missed the case and evidently went be-
low to recount this unheard of incident
to the wardroom, while the MAA was
stunned, thinking the culprit was talk-
ing in a foreign language or was
crackers. Incidentally, the volunteer
later received his commission in the
Royal Naval Air Service and, as a pilot,
over Dusseldorf, won one of the first
DSOs of the First World War.

One other story demonstrates the
various types of rookies in those early
days. All ratings could volunteer for
14 to 28 days training in one of HM’s
fully commissioned ships. During one
of these cruises a certain keen rating
was detailed by a PO to be captain of
the head. In his blissful ignorance he
was elated rushed down to inform his
messmates that he had already been
promoted and beaten them all. When
greeted with derisive roars of laughter
at this startling news, he received a
shock and that episode was never for-
gotten.

The point to emphasize is that in those
early days, whatever a man’s position
in civil life, he joined up from a loyal
sense of duty to his country and his
one objective was eventually to become
as efficient as the pucker matelot. How
well they succeeded especially in the
Second World War, is now naval his-
tory.

Had those early pioneers not dis~
played the enthusiasm they did and
not stuck to their training in spite of
adverse criticism and discouragement,
the RN would never have had suffi-
cient officers or ratings to man the Fleet
in the Second World War.—S.G.















THE BATTLE OF CAPE ESPERANCE

HE NIGHT Surface Battle of Cape

Esperance was unique in many
ways and ihe lessons learned are de-
serving of more consideration than his-
tory has so far recorded. A lol of
water has rolled over ihe dam since
ithat fateful night of October 11-12,
1942, and if ever the facls are 1o be
correctly recorded, now is the time
when most of the few individuals that
had a ring side view are still around
to tell about it.

The U.S. ships participating in the
battle were an accumulation of all the
cruisers and destroyers that could be
spared in the area. They had never
exercised together as a unit., Their
mission was to help cover the landing
of U.S. soldiers from Noumea, to re-
inforce the hard pressed Marines, and
at the same time, to stop the “Tokyo
Express”, which was frequently running
down the “slot’ by night and shelling
our beachhead, and landing reinforce-
ments and supplies to their army units.

The cruiser task group was under the
command of Rear- Admiral Norman
Scott (“Death Valley Scotty” from that
day on to those who fought under him).
This group covered the area from the
south-west, the gateway to Iron Bot-
tom Bay. The force consisted of the
heavy cruisers San Francisco (flagship)
and Salt Lake City, light cruisers Hel-
ena and Boise and five destroyers under
the command of Captain R. G. Tobin,
ComDesRon 12, in the Farenholt. This
group left Espiritu Santo and arrived
off Guadalcanal. On October 11, after
watching and waiting while troops were
being unloaded with little enemy inter-
ference, intelligence reports were re-
ceived that indicated that a strong Jap-
anese surface force was headed toward
“Guadal”. Imperial Cruiser Division
~ Six, the proud victors of Savo Island
under command of Admiral Goto, was
starting down the “Slot”. His ships
consisted of the heavy cruisers Aoba
(F), Furutake and Kinugasa, screened
by the destroyers Fubuki and Hatsu-
yulki.

Just prior to contact, the American
force was steaming in a north-east
direction in the following order: Faren-
holt, Duncan, and Laffey in the van
with the cruisers San Francisco, Boise,
Salt Lake City and Helena followed by

-completed a

This much-needed victory in the South
Pacific taught many valuable lessons

the destroyers Buchanan and McCalla,
About 2330 the Helena’s radar picked
up the enemy at about 27,800 yards.
About this time (2332 according o Ad-
miral Morison)* and in order to better
counter the Japanese approach, Admiral
Scott reversed the direction of his force
without giving the leading desiroyers
a chance 1o get around. The cruisers
column movement and
were in the most favourable 1{actical
position that an American commander
had ever positioned his force. The “T”
was “capped”! However, the van de-
stroyers were on the engaged side and

-

By
CAPTAIN L. J. BAIRD, USN

e

trying vainly at small speed differen-
tial to reach an ahead attack position,

When fire was opened, Admiral Goto
blindly swung his ships around possibly
thinking that his own troop carriers
were firing al his force, The Fubuki
never completed the turn and sank im-
mediately. The heavy cruiser Aoba,
with Admiral Goto dead, and the Furu-
taka (later sunk) were blazing and al-
most impotent hulks by the time they
completed their turn. Only the Kinu-
gasa and Hatsuyuki, with minor dam-
age, were able to carry on the Japanese

Editor’s Note

Captain L. J. Baird, USN, has
contributed to The Crowsnest the
accompanying interesting account
of a sea battle in the South Pacific
that gave the United States Navy
a much-needed victory after many
reverses. Captain Baird is com-
manding officer. of USS Chucka-
wan, a 25,000-ton fleet oiler. He
had a ring-side seat and active
part at the Battle of Cape Esper-
ance as the forward AA second-
ary battery control officer in the
USS Helena, The opinions or as-
sertions contained in the article
are the private ones of the author
and are not to be construed as
official or reflecting the views of
the Navy Department of the
United States.

retaliatory fire. The American casual-
ties consisted of the Duncan sunk,
Boise heavily damaged, and Farenholt
and Salt Lake City receiving minor
damage, The Farenholt was siruck
several limes, possibly by our own
force.

Shortly after the batile was over,
Admiral Scolt detached the destroyer
McCalla to search for survivors. The
McCalle found the burning and aban-
doned Duncan. A boarding party was
sent, but the ship was too far gone for
salvage. About daylight, the floating
survivors of the Duncan were rescued
from the shark-infested waters near
Savo Island. A short time before and
not too far away, the Japanese de-
stroyer Murakumo had rescued many
Japanese survivors, The crippled Boise
and Farenholt later rejoined the group
under their own power.

Why was the battle unique? For one
thing, although its presence was not
noted by Samuecl Eliot Morison in his
account of the battle, it is believed to
be the first time that a U.S. submarine
was employed with an American battle
force during an actual engagement.
This was a departure from customary
tactics, even though the submarine ac-
{tually played no part in the battle other
than performing pre-battle reconnais-
sance. On the other hand, it was the
exceplion for the Japanese not to use
their submarines offensively with their
battle force. Later, the American ad-
vances across the Pacific forced her to
rely on subs as the primary means of
supply for her many by-passed troops.

Next, this was the first surface battle
in which radar gave our forces a defi-
nite advantage. Radar, up to that time
had been veiled in a “hush hush” status
and few seniors had a chance to be-
come fully acquainted with all of its
capabilities. Two of our cruisers (Hel-
ena and Boise) had the new “Sugar
George” radar and were, for the first
time in night battle, able to search and
track the enemy at significant ranges
in a land-locked area. This capability
was partly nullified, however, by the
fact that the OTC chose to ride one of
our heavy cruisers with inadequate

# Rear-Admiral Samuel Eliot Morison,
USNR, who has written the official history
of the USN in the Second World War.

Puage seventeen



radar, literally letting ‘“‘the blind” lead
“the seeing”. This was excusable, since
his flagship the USS San Francisco was
the only ship present with flag quarters
and space for his staff. The picture
was further complicated by the fact
that the Helena reported the enemy on
true bearings and the Boise on relative
bearings, probably creating the impres-
sion in the Admiral’s mind that his
force was surrounded. (Admiral Mor-
ison in his account mentions a Japan-
ese reinforcement group which was also
in the vicinity. The Helena at no time
had radar contact with this group).
Nevertheless, the enemy was picked up
at a then-phenomenal range of about
14 miles. The battle could have been
fought outside of torpedo range if all
or most of the U.S. ships had been
equipped with the new SG radar.

The battle was a perfect example of
crossing the “T”, where all of the ships
capping the “T” can utilize full broad-
sides and the capped column has most
of its guns and torpedo tubes masked.
Not since Britain’s Admiral Jellicoe
caught German Admiral Scheer’s bat-
tle line in the Baitle of Jutland
during the First World War has such
a favourable advantage occurred in
battle. Scheer was able to extricate
his battle line with little damage by
the then-revolutionary manceuvre of a
simultaneous ‘“ships about”.

The U.S. force was also unable to
take full advantage of its excellent tac-
_tical position, partly due to the con-
" fused picture of the enemy’s position,
but mostly because the three van de-
stroyers left behind during the counter-
march were still fouling the range.
This was caused by an incorrect signal.
Admiral Scott had been manceuvring
his force in a circular formation during
most of the day for air protection. He
gave a “wheel” order appropriate for a
ring formation instead of a column or
turn signal. None of his ships was sure
of what to do. When nothing happened,
he ordered his flagship to turn and the
ships astern followed around in column,
leaving the van destroyers behind. A
counter-march in the face of the en-
emy is considered bad tactics! Admiral
Burke has stated that he has never
heard of anything of the sort being
done before or since.

As the range closed and the tension
mounted, another circumstance added
to the problem. The word “Roger” was
used both for the acknowledgement of
messages and for the signal book order
“Commence Fire”.

This was an undesirable combination
—but in this instance, due to the close
range, it may have saved many Ameri-
can lives.
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The USS Helena (CL-50) had picked
up the enemy at about 27,800 yards
(at least this was the first range from
the sky forward radar, which was
coached on to the contact by the SG
radar), and soon began reporting the
composition, true bearing, and distance
of the enemy to the flagship and task
group. When the force was well within
gun range, from about 18,000 yards on

down, the Helena frequently asked for

permission to open fire in the hopes of
engaging the enemy outside of torpedo
range. She had aboard a few survivors
from the sunken heavy cruisers Quincy,
Vincennes and Astoria and the heavily-
damaged Chicago. These cruisers had,
to their regret, tangled with Japanese
surface ships two months earlier and
the survivors furnished plenty of first-
hand reasons for not wanting to give
the enemy more torpedo targets.

7

g

Finally, the Helena’s captain (Cap-
tain Gilbert Hoover), hoping to open
fire before being “rammed”, asked the
flagship if his request to “‘open fire”
had been received. The question was
answered with “ROGER” which, no
doubt, meant ‘“Received” to the com-
municators on the flagship, but it meant
“Commence Fire” to the Helena’s CO
and her eager gunners. The range to
the closest Japanese destroyer at the
moment of open fire was 3,800 yards
and closing fast.

Another mistake or, if you will, a
lesson from the battle was contributed
by the Japanese. They were over-
confident and intent upon bombarding
Henderson Field. Hence, their torpedo
tubes were trained in and bombard-
ment rather than armour-piercing am-
munition was in their ready racks.
Further, the reinforcement group was
separated and out of contact with the
support force. Thus, a numerically in-
ferior but concentrated U.S. force was
able to capitalize on its position.

- Another lesson of the battle was that

the use of searchlights in combat was
proven to be an immediaté invitation
to destruction, Most of the personnel

concerned on the ships with “SG” radar
had surmised, as they became more
familiar with their new equipment, that
the use of searchlights was a faulty
battle doctrine. However, one of the
U.S. cruisers momentarily turned her
searchlights on one of our own attack-
ing destroyers, which was slowly pull-
ing up to the van on the engaged side,
and “let go” with an eight-inch salvo
at close range. The destroyer attempted
to show her recognition lights but could
only get off an emergency flare due to
loss of power. The cruiser immediately
saw her error, but it was too late! She
ceased fire and doused her lights, but
enough damage had occurred, along
with what the Japs inflicted, to injure
mortally a brave fighting ship, the USS
Duncan (commanded by Lt.-Cdr. Ed-
mon B. “Whitey” Taylor, now Rear-
Admiral, USN).

The searchlights had furnished the
Japs a point of aim and a necessary
range. Almost immediately the heavy
cruiser concerned took several hits and
some of the other U.S. ships were
straddled. The next ship to turn on
her searchlights was the USS Boise.
She was immediately “clobbered” for
her efforts. Her number one and two
turrets blew up from shell hits in the
magazine below and she had to haul out
of the battle line with her bow a mass
of flames. Her blazing bow and the
many dead more than convinced the
remaining ships that their searchlights
were excess baggage.

The ngzit unique circumstance refers
to an aftermath of the battle. The USS
Boise claimed the sinking of six Japan-
ese ships and had painted six ship sil-
houettes on each side of her briclge by
the time she reached Espiritu Santo.
The inclination to exaggerate claims is
not uncommon in war and at times
our fighting forces as well as our en-
emies suffered from this disease! Dur-
ing hostilities doubtful claims some-
times stand for a while because of the
lack of practical ways to confirm them
or because of morale purposes. Never-
theless, in this instance the publicity
was a demoralizing influence to those
who remained behind and knew differ-
ently. The Boise did some good shoot-
ing that  night before heavy damage
forced hér to haul out of the battle.
However, five Japanese ships were en-
gaged and only two were sunk (cruiser
Furutaka and destroyer Fubuki).

In a night battle with multi-ships .
and multi-battery firing, many at the
same -target, it is not possible for any
one ship to be positive as to its
claims concerning specific sinkings. The
cruiser Helena, for instance, did pretty
well that night and managed to keep















THE SURVIVORS

EFORE the Second World War

fewer than one man in a hundred
survived for more than 28 days in open
boats adrift on the world’s oceans. It
was thus believed that the maximum
period any man could hope to survive
in an open boat was somewhere between
30 and 40 days, but the fallacy of this
was time and again disproved during the
war in cases which have been investi-
gated and substantiated by the British
Admiralty.

We have on record a drift of 77 days
and another which must set a world
record, of a Chinese waiter who man-
aged to board a raft afler being tor-
pedoed and who drifted about fully ex-
posed to the elements for 130 days be-
fore being rescued. He survived.

In the spring of 1943 an able seaman
named Henry Heinson, of London, re-
ceived the British Empire Medal for his
“spirit and resources in living for 18
days on a piece of wrecked ship still
afloat.” This was reported by the Min-
istry of War Transport in 1944, What
actually happened was that Heinson’s
case was unique. He was thrown into
the water after his ship was torpedoed
and managed to reach a half section of
an invasion barge which, miraculously,
was still afloat, albeit barely a few
inches clear of the surface.

Soaked through and cold, the sea
being 50 degrees Fahrenheit, Heinson
found a locker which was just above
water level and crept into it. He saw
something bumping against the wreck-~
age and fetched it from the water to
find a piece of sea-soaked cabbage. It
began to rain soon after, and this was
followed by snow and hail. Using a
piece of canvas which he tore from a
canvas door, Heinson collected rain-
water and snow, but it was not until
14 days later that he discovered a two-
gallon jar of distilled water of the type
used for batterics, and with this he
eked out his meagre supply of drinking
water,

To overcome the monotony, Heinson
took a watersoaked photograph of his
wife from his shirt pocket and talked
to it for hours, OQOther times he carefully
walked up and down the wreckage in
order to exercise his legs, and daily he
massaged his legs, arms and body. Hein-
son was found on the 18th day and
rescued. He not only survived the or-
deal-—all he had had for food during the
whole period was the piece of cabbage
—but within a short time the tough

Londoner was back, serving under the
Red Duster. His voyage was the only
one exceeding 15 days in length at a
temperature below 50 degrees IFahren-
heit (in actual fact it was a few degrees
below) in which a seaman survived.
Captain Donald Blyth, a one-legged
ship’s master, received the OBE for
courage., While many men claimed that
it was impossible to survive for long in
water which is colder than 65 degrees
TFahrenheit, Captain Blyth led eight of
his men—the only survivors after his
ship was torpedoed—in swimming for

11 hours in the open sea before they
were spotted by an Allied seaplane
which dropped them two rubber ding-
hies. They were rescued soon after-
wards and all the men survived.

During the war men sustained life by
diving overboard and scraping seaweed
from the keels of lifeboats and chewing
it and by catching flying fish. But very
few men can claim to have had their
lives saved with toothpaste.

In July 1941, when the Saint Anselm
was torpedoed and sunk, her survivors
were in an open boat for 18 days. On
the eighteenth day one of the seamen
appeared to be dying. There was nho
water on board and the chief engineer
began to wonder about a tube of tooth-
paste which he had in his pocket. What
would happen if one mixed a little
toothpaste with seawater? Would it
perhaps become drinkable? He thought
to make the dying man’s end a little
easier by moistening his lips and
scooped up some sea water into which
he squeezed a liberal helping of tooth-
paste, mixing it thoroughly and then
holding it to the man’s lips. The dying
man gulped the water down.

Within an hour the “dying” man sat
up! The survivors were picked up about
five hours later by a Spanish ship and
upon their return to Britain reported
the toothpaste incident to the Ministry
who asked the toothpasté manufacturers
whether it contained anything which
would account for the seaman’s re-
covery. The manufacturers replied that
to the best of their knowledge it did
not—yet the fact remains that the man
recovered.

One of the oddest rescues occurred
when the San Florentino was lost, The
vessel was struck by four torpedoes
and broke in two, the forepari upending,
floating vertically in the Atlantic with
the stem protruding 100 feet in the air,

Third Officer G. D. Todd and Able
Seaman T. Clayton climbed the stem
and remained perched in their danger-
ous position for 13 hours, their legs
clasping the bow 100 feet above the sea
all the time with a high westerly wind
blowing and the sea storming beneath
them. When help eventually arrived,
the two men had to climb 150 feet down
the foretopmast stay. Neither man had
had anything to eat or drink for some
20 hours but both survived to serve
again.

Ingenious ideas saved men from al-
most certain death. When his ship was
sunk in Arctic waters near Nova Zemla
a British seaman, who had had little to
eat for two days, made two landing on
Nova Zemla to get water. When he
landed the second time in the autumn
of 1942, he saw an immense number of
ducks on the rocks below him.

He fetched a rope from his boat and
made a running bowline which he let
down carefully among the ducks. The
moment a duck placed his head in the
noose, the man drew the bowline taut
and up came the duck. In this manner,
he caught no less than 140 ducks. In
addition he made a fire without matches,
roasted the ducks—and survived to sail
again.

Without water no man can survive
for long on the wild, almost inaccessible
coast of northern South West Africa.
Thus there was little hope for the 22
survivors of the British Bradford City
who reached the desert coast some 130
miles north of Walvis Bay on November
7, 1941 after their ship had been tor-
pedoed on November 1 in long. 22° 59
S, lat. 09° 49" E by U-68.

The castaways, without a drop of
water, tried to distill water but with .
meagre success, then scrawled on the
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(Soccer) Association president Roy
Clements, presented the trophy to team
captain Dave Davis.

Davis, centre forward, personally led
the onslaught against the New Bruns-

wick squad, kicking three goals, one in
the first half and two in the second.
Bob Roberts added two tallies and
Peter Robinson and Allen Stafford each
booted one.

Dick Shaw accounted for the Dyna-
mos’ only marker, late in the first half.
He booted the ball from in close, it hit
a Subs player standing in front of the
net and dribbled in.

THE CATAMARAN

— This fast, double-hulled craft wins new favour

ATAMARANS, says a recent an-
C nouncement by the Council of the
Royal Yachting Association, have come
to stay. Thus the seal of authority is
added to the claims of those who have
been enthusiastically sailing these craft
for ‘the last two or three seasons.
Despite the gloomy predictions of anti-
catamaran prophets, these sleek, twin-
hulled boats have proved to be not only
safe. but fast, nimble—and popular. Air
Service Training, one of the first British
catamaran builders, has sold over 200
of .its 16-foot “Jumpahead” catamarans,
both racing and family models, the
latter being a modified version designed
for those who like to sail in limousine
comfort.

While the “Jumpahead ;’ proved the
perfect craft for the open water en-
thusiast, AST catamaran designer Bill
O’Brien felt that something smaller was
needed for congested waterways. Now,
as a result, appears the “River Cat”, a
12-foot catamaran designed for two
adults, but docile enough to be sailed
by a girl in anything but the most
severe conditions.

So far only a few connoisseurs have
sailed the “River Cat”, and each has
sung her praises as an astonishingly
manceuvrable craft with a remarkable
turn of speed which rivals that of her
bigger sister, the “Jumpahead”. In
addition, the “River Cat” retains all the
inherent. stability of twin-hulled craft.
Mr. O’Brien compares the catamaran’s
stability with that of a motor car.

“The two hulls are equivalent to the

off-side ahd nearside wheels of a motor.

car”, he explains. “If the boat rolls
over, the whole weight of crew, mast
and the other hull tends to bring it back
on an even keel. A sailing dinghy, on
the other hand, is like a motor-cycle:
you have 'to learn to balance it before
you can-control it”.

- The yachting correspondent of a well-
known newspaper recently summed up
what this means in human terms. “Many
wives and girl friends”, he wrote, “find
the idea of projecting themselves over
the gunwale of ‘a racing dinghy, with
their feet hooked into toe-straps, quite
distasteful. Here, the racing man—
while retaining all the speed he wants
——can offer his passenger a comfortable
ride on a stable platform”.

Although the “River Cat” is designed
for inland waterways where conditions
are seldom rough, this is certainly no
fair-weather boat. A correspondent
who sailed her in very squally weather
at the beginning of March confirms this.

“I wanted to try out this new Cat in
the worst possible conditions”, he writes.
“I got them. It was wet, squally, cold
and bleak when I picked up the boat at
Hamble. The river was quite smooth
near the shore, but some 200 yarcs out
was very choppy. There wasn’t a single
other boat sailing”.

After praising the ease with which
the mast, rigging and terylene sails of
the “River Cat” are fixed in position
(six minutes flat, he reports), the corre-
spondent goes on to describe his trip.
“We glided out from the shore as
smoothly as a luxury motor car on a
boulevard. The boat seemed to make

no effort: there was no discomfort at
all. When we caught the breeze we
sliced through the water at an easy 12
or 13 knots. It was not until we
reached the really rough water that the
spray hit us, by which time we were

touching about 18 knots, I would
estimate”.
These conditions are much more

severe than the “River Cat” is designed
for, yet even then the boat remained
absolutely stable and extremely man-
ceuvrable. “We went about in a matter
of seconds,” writes our correspondent.
“She tacked in a manner that no dinghy
could ever equal.”

Mr. O’Brien considers this the final
vindication of the catamaran. “The
great argument against the early cata-
marans was that they could not tack”,
he recalls. “They were far too heavy,
owing to the weight of the twin hulls.
Nowadays, a catamaran can be made
from very light-weight plywood and
fibreglass, and can alter course much
more easily than any other type of sail-
ing boat.”

The “River Cat” is extremely light—
she weighs only 275 pounds complete
with sails, etc—and can be towed on a
trailer behind a small motor car. With
a beam of nearly 6 feet 4 inches (just
over half her length) and a height of
23 feet, 6 inches she combines a com-
forting impression of stability with an
elegantly high aspect ratio. Like the
“Jumpahead” and the “Family Cat”, the
boat may be bought complete or in kit
form.—Hawker Siddeley Rewview.
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COI‘HGI‘ “SHIPS THAT CHANGED SIDES"
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é - " THE U.S. FOUR-STACKER DESTROVER "STEWART" WAS BADLY DAMAGED IN A
-:‘i%, - === FIGHT WITH JAPANESE FORCES IN THE EAST INDIES IN 1942, AFTER A
e FURTHER ACCIDENT IN DRYDOCK SHE WAS ABANDONED BY THE AMERICANS.
= THE JAPANESE REBUILT HER (TRUNKING TOGETHER HER FORE-FUNNELS),
SHE SURVIVED THE WAR AND FELL BACKINTO U.S.HANDS IN 1945.
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‘-"‘ THE EGYPTIAN FR\GATE
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" == "BRAHIM AWAL' SURRENDERED
CAPTURED BY AXIS FORCES AND RENAMED AFTER SHE COMMENCED SHELLING HAIFA
YHERMES" SHE WAS ONE OF THE VERY BAY ON 31 OCT.,1956. THE ISRAELIS
TOWED HER INTO PORT AND RE-COMMISS-

FEW GERMAN-MANNED SURFACE UNITS

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN DURING THE WAR. IONED HER AS THE "HAIFA"... A NEW

UNIT OF THE ISRAELI NAVY.

EX-BRITISH CRUISER HMS AURORA, GIVEN TO THE CHINESE NATIONALIST
NAVY IN 1948, DEFECTED TO THE COMMUNISTS IN EARLY 1949. SHE
WAS LATER BOMBED AND SUNK BY HER FORMER OWNERS, BUT WAS
SALVAGED AND RE-COMMISSIONED BY THE REDS. SHE 15 NOW NO

LONGER EFFECTIVE.

T. M, THORNTON
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