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A Christmas FHessage
from
The Minister

HE SONG the angels sang on that winter’s night so many cen-
turies ago still expresses the yearning of mankind for peace and
the world’s lasting need for men of goodwill.

It is traditional that the Christmas season should be a time of
peace and joy, but it is also a time when those associated with the
Royal Canadian Navy, either in a service or civilian capacity, may
well pause to consider the reason for its being.

The Royal Canadian Navy exists as one of the forces standing
on guard within the framework of the United Nations and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization for the preservation of peace and free-
dom in a sorely troubled world, Its energies are directed to the end
that men here and everywhere may lead useful and tranquil lives,
unshadowed by fear.

The past year has been for the Royal Canadian Navy one of far-
ranging activity, from the Far East to the Arctic and on the broad
expanses of the Atlantic and the Pacific in manceuvres and exercises.
New ships have joined the fleet, among them the world’s most modern
anti-submarine vessel, and others will be added in the coming year.

The relaxation in world tension means that fewer officers and
men of the Navy will spend Christmas away from their homeland
than in any year since 1949. Nevertheless, some are still serving far
from Canada, and they come especially to mind when I wish all uni-
formed and civilian members of the Royal Canadian Navy and their
families a joyous Christmas and a peaceful, happy New Year.

Uit Gompry

Minister of National Defence.
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‘% ZINGING from outer space, a

tfraveller from some remote
corner of the universe would distinguish
the third planet from the sun as a
gleaming, blue star, On his return he
might well report that what set apart
this jewel among the planets from the
others was its wetness,

There is a strong belief among scien-
tists that life, in the richness and variety
found on earth, cannot exist on any of
the other worlds which revolve about
the sun. Primitive vegetation may eke
out an existence on the red, dusty plains
of Mars but all the others would ap-
pear to be inhospitable to living things.

The earth has an abundance of water
and a wholesome atmosphere  simply
because it is the right size, What at-
mosphere and water the moon once
possessed, if ever, have long since boiled
off into space. The powerful gravita-
{ional fields of the cold giants, Jupiter,
Saturn and Uranus, have kept hugged
to them the light poisonous gases, me-
thane and ammonia, which the weaker
gravity of earth allowed to escape into
space. Venus, almost the twin of earth
in size, reveals no trace of moisture in
her dust-filled atmosphere.

Space-fiction writers call the world
“Terra”, after the usage of the Romans.
They would be better advised to call
it “Aqua”.

For overlaying the surface of the
earth are 300 million cubic miles of
salt- water. Of the whole surface of
the world, less than a third (29 per
cent) shows itself above the surface of
the sea. Even in the northern hemi-

sphere, where the land masses are con- ~

centrated, nearly 61 per cent of the
area lies below the ocean. South of the
equator 81 per cent of the surface is
flooded.

On a map of the world the names

appear “Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean,

Arctic Ocean” and so on. But in reality
there is only one ocean; the great sea
is without boundaries.

civilizations on the shores of the
Mediterranean, fearful of venturing out
into the watery wastes in their small,
open vessels, unaware that beyond the

THE ANCIENTS, building their

horizon lay immense continents, spoke
of the ocean as a great river flowing
around the circumference of their flat

world, To them the world was pre-
dominantly dry land. The Phcenicians,
trading along the coasts of Africa, dis-
pelled the belief that the world was
confined to an area whose boundaries
lay within a few hundred miles of the
Mediterranean—the sea in the middle
of the earth—but their discoveries only
emphasized the vastness of the land
masses rather than the greater immen-
sity of the ocean,

On the far side of the world, the
Polynesians knew otherwise. They

lived in a world where the great real-
ity was the sea and the coral atolls
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through which they sailed for thousands
of miles were happy accidents.

The Vikings may have been the first
among western men to venture across
the Atlantic Ocean. They discovered
Iceland and Greenland and the north-
eastern shores of North America. But
they were a proud and isolated race,
Their knowledge was not transmitted
to the rest of the known world. Even
when Columbus set out on his voyages
he did not realize the great sweep of
the ocean and when at last he sighted
land he thought he had gone more than
half way around the world and come
upon outposts of Asia., To the con-
fusion of schoolboys right up to the
present day, he called the natives “In-
dians” and the islands of his discovery

the “West Indies”. A navigator of to-
day who was 10 miles out in his cal-
culations would blush; Columbus was
10,000.

However, his voyages fired the im-
agination of the voyagers of western
Europe and launched the great age of
exploration out of which our modern
civilization has grown. The ocean
ceased to be an impregnable barrier and
became a great highway, reaching to
the ends of the earth, carrying legiti-
mate trade and loot.

For the next 300 years, man’s great
concern was with the surface of the
ocean and the few feet immediately
below it — the shallows, rocks and
reefs, the storm-whipped waves, the
fish which could be caught to supple~
ment the meagre offerings of the soil.

Only in recent years, as the history
of man is measured, have the depths
of the ocean been probed and abysses
discovered which could drown the high-~
est mountains, Soundings have been
made in the Mariana Trench in the
Pacific to a depth of 35,640 feet. Ever-
est, the world’s highest mountain, which
so long defied the most determined
efforts of man to scale it, stands a mere
29,002 feet. If the continents were to
sink below the seas and the depths were
to rise so that the earth formed a smooth
ball, the ocean would roll over it to a
depth of a mile and a half.

OW IT IS KNOWN that buried
N in the sea are mountain ranges
and valleys, canyons and plains, that
the ocean level rose and fell with the
going and coming of the Ice Ages, that
in the far-off past the seas invaded the
continental land masses and that in
their warm shallows the first life was
nurtured. The cells of man’s body are
bathed by lymph which in its chemical
composition must match that of the
ancient sea. He is, in effect, a sea
animal who carries his own private sea
in his veins and among his bodily tis-
sues. He can no more survive the loss
of water from his vital organs than can
a jellyfish.

To the sea he not only owes his very
life but also his well-being and wealth,
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From the sea come the rains which
water his fields. Almost since: the be-
ginning of time the patient rains have
carved the mountains and built the

plains, have leeched minerals from the

soil and spread silt on the ocean floor
in great fan-like deltas. The seas ab-

sorb the heat of the sun and thereby -

cool the tropics; they release it and
temper the cold winds of winter in
more northerly zones. If the ocean did
not behave in this way, like a great
thermostat, much of the world would
be scarcely habitable.

The invasion of the land by the sea
in the past has given the modern world
much of its wealth. It departed and
left behind forests buried in sediment
which are the coal beds of today; it left
behind the decaying organic matter
which has been transformed by time
into the oil which powers automobiles,
ships and aircraft; it deposited great
beds of minerals and sedimentary rock
which are the foundation of construc-
tion and manufacturing industries.

But the giving has not been all one
way. Much of the mineral wealth of
the land has run into the sea. Common
salt is the most abundant substance
dissolved in the ocean, which also con-
tains in lesser quantities rare and valu-
able chemicals and metals which are
increasingly demanded by today’s tech-
nological civilization. It has been
known at least for a century that fabu-
lous wealth in gold is dissolved in the
sea. Today there is more interest in the
fact that thorium, uranium, vanadium
and other metals which are essentials of
the Atomic Age are found there. -Mag-
nesium, chlorine and other needs of in-
dustry are already being extracted from
brines left by ancient seas, and new
synthetic resins, which act on the same
principle as the chemicals used in do-
mestic water softeners, may make it
commercially feasible to extract the
rarer elements.
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ORE IMPORTANT than all the
|\/I mineral wealth of the sea,
however, is the wvast self-renewing
storehouse of food which it contains.
Fishing and whaling have long supplied
important supplements of protein and
fats and the ocean becomes increasingly
important as a source of food with the
increasing pressure of population. The
suggestion has even been made that
whales might be herded and hus-
banded, like cattle, in enclosed seas.

Unlike the land, the ocean’s richest
growth is not necessarily found in trop-
jcal areas. The greatest productivity
of life occurs where ocean currents well
from the depths, fertilizing the surface
waters with minerals. Thus some of the
richest feeding grounds are found in
Arctic and Antarctic waters. Some
marine biologists foresee the day when
the plankton, the almost microscopic
life on which fish and whales feed, will
itself be harvested and converted into
proteins and fats for human consump-
tion.

The foregoing, however, are not the
thoughts of the sailor. He is concerned
with starting from “A” and going to
“B” whether his ship carries cargo or
guns. He may know the beauty of
moonlit nights in tropical waters, of
crisp breezes and sparkling sunlight,
He also knows fog that for days may
smother sight and sound and tempests
that whip the sea into a rage that
threatens the safety of his ship.

“And what are the boasted glories
of the illimitable ocean?” asked Charles
Darwin, when he had returned from
his long voyage in HMS Beagle which
added so much to mankind’s store of
knowledge of land and sea. “A tedious
waste, a desert of water, as the Ar-
abians called it.”

But he, too, recognized that life at
sea had various delights (seasickness
was not one of them) and wrote of
them with pleasure. In this he was in

the company .of poets throughout the

history of the written word, from Hom-’
er’s “wine dark sea” to Masefield’s “tall
ship”. Aphrodite, the goddess of beauty
was born of the sea foam, so the an-
cients said, but they also told of Scyl-
la and Charybdis, rocks guarding the
Strait of Messina, which clashed to-
gether and shattered any vessel daring
to pass that way.

HE REFERENCES to the sea in

the Bible are few and uncompli-
mentary, because the Iebrews began
as a nomadic race, children of the
desert. Jonah was blamed by his ship-
mates for a great storm at sea; St. Paul
was shipwrecked on Malta and when
St. John described the New Jerusalem
he said: “And I saw a new heaven
and a new earth: for the first heaven
and the first earth were passed away;
and there was no more sea.”

That time has yet to come. The sea
is with ws, fickle, menacing, serene,
terrible, and exquisitely beautiful, Over
the oceans of the world still ply mighty
ships exchanging the wealth of nations.
The function of the navies of the free
world is to see that that trade con=
tinues and to frustrate those who would,
in time of war, deny food, raiment and
military succour to nations over the
seas who cherish freedom.

Within recent years has come a
realization that Canada not only fronts
the sea on east and west, but also to
the north. Deep within her territory
is the second largest. inland sea on
earth — the Hudson Bay. With the
opening of the St. Lawrence Waterway,
world trade routes will reach deep into
her heart.

Civilizations first arose in wverdant
river plains. They were swiftly suc-
ceeded by nations who dared the seas,
who traded afar and gleaned both
wealth and knowledge. The sea is with
us still, an avenue of trade, of under-
standing and good will.




- THE DAY THE ARMY CHEERED THE NAVY

Cdr. Soulsby Recalls a Stirring Day at Sea in Stadacona

HE ANSWER to your question
T “What ship?” on page 6 of the
August 1955 issue of “The Crowsnest”
is definitely; “HMCS Stadacona®.

She was built in the United States
during the last decade of the nineteenth
century as a private yacht, Bought in
1915 by the Canadian Government, she
was armed with one 4~inch QF gun and
one twelve-pounder and was detailed
for duty as a patrol vessel on the east
coast of Canada.

I had the honour and not unqualified
pleasure of serving in the first Stada-
cona from February 23, 1916 until July
28, 1916. Another RCN midshipman,
Donald St. George Lindsay, and I,
joined her one cold snowy day in Hali-
fax, feeling rather downcast and dis-
gusted because we had expected to be

sent to England to join a battleship in,

the Grand Fleet, but instead, found our~
selves in this quite un-naval looking
craft in our home port.

The captain was an RNR ex-Cunard
officer, who had very good ideas about
running his ship strictly according to the
best RN rules and traditions. TUnfor-
tunately, however, no doubt being ac-
customed to the ponderous movement
of large liners, he never did learn to
handle . the Stadacona. She was a
b-blank to handle anyway, evenh by an
expert. She had high free-board and
was comparatively light and had a left-
handed single propeller. These, to-
gether with a swan bow and bowsprit,
made berthing alongside a jetty not an
easy operation. We had not a few hair-
raising experiences on this account and
probably the most exciting occurred on
April 5, 1916, when we were patrolling
off Halifax.

About 0900 on this day, when some-
where outside the Outer Automatic, we
observed the 50,000-ton White Star liner
Olympic, then one of the largest ships
in the world, leaving Halifax Harbour
with five or six thousand Canadian
troops on board bound for England on
one of her many regular “trooping
trips” across the Atlantic,

The wind had freshened from the
southeast raising a sea which made the
Stadacona bob about in her usual
abominable manner. We saw that the
Olympic had not stopped to drop the
pilot as she passed the pilot cutter, a
few miles inshore from us. This meant
that the pilot was still on board and

~would be taken to England—willingly

or otherwise we didn’t know, nor would
it have mattered.

However, our skipper, full of initia-
tive ‘and a desire to show what the
Navy could do, made a signal to
Olympic saying that Stadacona would
take off the pilot if he wished, to which
Olympic  replied Thank you very
much”, and stopped. The Stadacona
got under her lee about half a cable off
and lowered a whaler,,

Now, from my observation and ex-
perience, the lowering and hoisting of a
boat in a seaway, properly and safely,
is not among the easiest things sailors
are called upon to do. Our officers and
ship’s company may have had experi-
ence of a sort, but shall we be kind and
say they had not had much practice in
that ship? Added to which the davits
were of an old American type and our
whaler did not fit them properly. . . .
Anyway, it took a little longer than it
should have to lower the whaler and
during the process the very large

Olympic and the tiny Stadacona got:

closer together. Whether the Olympic
blew down on the Stadacona or the
smaller ship was atiracled to the larger
can be left to others to decide, the fact
was it became time for the Stadacona
to move in order to avoid bumping
against the side of the great ship. We
could not go ahead because the whaler
was in the way—so we went astern and

the left-handed propeller, which was so
handy for marking starboard landings

alongside a wharf, accelerated our
swing into the Olympic’s side. So we
bumped—many times!

We were scending five-to ten feet in
the sea. Our skiff was crushed at her
davits and the davit sockets stove our
side in, fortunately well above the water
line. The fore yard broke in two and
hung dangling alongside the mast., Our
mastheads poked holes in the Olympic’s
lifeboats as we passed along her side
and cork  from their fenders rained
down on our decks. Our lifeboat fell
with a splash into the sea, just ahead of
us. Another lifeboat, one of its falls
having carried away, hung by its other
fall for a moment, fouled the forward
47 gun, carrying away its securing
chains and knocked it spinning before
the boat bounced off our foc’sle and also
fell into the sea.

I was off duty at the time and, stand-
ing aft, had a fine view of all this. As
we proceeded aft along the great ship’s
side, I was petrified with fright as we
seemed {o drift around under the huge
counter stern and I visioned the Stada-
cona being impaled on her propeller!
Imagine the situation had that occurred
—we would have filled and sunk like a
stone and put the Olympic out of action
into the bargain! However this dreadful
catastrophe did not occur and we drifted
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clear. While all this was going on the
Olympic’s decks were lined with thous-
ands of Canadian Tommies cheering for
the Navy. )

What the thoughts of the Captain of
the Olympic were I don’t know; he was
in the White Star and our Captain was
an RNR officer from the then rival line
—Cunard! We eventually picked up our
whaler and the pilot, who said he would
much sooner have risked a trip across
the submarine-infested Atlantic! Taking
the two damaged and drifting lifeboats
in tow we proceeded into harbour feel-
ing rather sheepish, and spent a week or
two repairing our damage. The Olym-
" pic carried on, and completed many
round trips across the Atlantic, success-
fully avoiding torpedoes for the rest of
the war. In fact, she actually rammed
and sank a submarine on one voyage.

Incidentally, the Navy seemed to have
it in for the Olympic, as earlier in her
history she was rammed on her star-
board quarter by a British cruiser,
HMS Hawke; while the latter was over-

taking her in the Solent. Subsequent
prolonged litigation brought to light a
theory that a larger ship actually does
attract a smaller one to her when suffic-
iently close, and this formed part of the
defence of the captain of the Hawk.
Later I served under this same captain

whose name was Blunt and who was-

known throughout the service as “Suc-
tion” Blunt as a result of this episode.

When I left the Stadacona in July
1916, she was in Quebec, undergoing
repairs to the main engines and I did
not see her again until the mid-thirties
when I recognized her in the Straits of
Georgia, near Vancouver. She had
come around to the Pacific Coast a year
or so after the end of the First World
War, in company with the minesweep-
ers Armentieres and Givenchy. Her
subsequent career is probably not com-
pletely known in detail to any one per-
son; for a time she was a rum-runner
and finally reverted to her original role
as a private yacht under the name
Moonlight Maid before being broken up
in Seattle in 1948.—H.W.S.S.

Nothing So Indefinite As
The Definite Article

HEN IS a ship a “he”?

\;\/ The answer is “When she isn't
a ‘the’.”

How complicated the whole business
can get is illustrated by the following
hypothetical instance:

“Cheroot signalled that he was in
contact with a ‘submarine, but before

Red Cross Thanks
Services for Help

Gratitude for the assistance given
by the Royal Canadian Navy and the
other armed services to the Canadian
Red Cross Society was expressed in
a letter received by Vice-Admiral E.
R. Mainguy, Chief of the Naval Staff.

The letter, from George Aitken,
chairman of the executive committee
of the Red Cross, said:

The Central Council of the Cana-
dian Red Cross Society at its recent
meeting unanimously approved the fol-
lowing resolution:

“The Central Council of the Can-
adian Red Cross Society acknowledges
with gratitude the splendid co-opera-
tion received from the Navy, Army
and Air Force in aiding and assisting
the Society in many ways, particularly
in its Blood Transfusion and Disaster
Services.”

We are most grateful for the co-
operation we received from the Navy
and particularly for the large number
of blood donors who have been re-
cruited through your officers in Van-
couver and Halifax,
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his signal was acknowledged, a tor-
pedo blew 50 feet from her stern. The
Cheroot remained afloat and eventually
she was towed safely to port.” (So
was he.)

By long-standing usage “Cheroot” re-
fers to the captain — usually a “he” —
and “the Cheroot” to the ship herself—
always a ‘she’. Of course, the name may
appear as “HMCS Cheroot”, in which
case the definite article is not used and
there is no doubt about the gender.

For another thing, since the initials
stand for “Her Majesty’s Canadian
Ship” it would be quite ungrammatical
to say “the HMCS Cheroot”. On the
other hand, there is nothing wrong in
saying “the USS Forrestal”, and this
form is common in American writings
on naval subjects.

The Royal Canadian Navy Corre-
spondence Manual doesn’t go into the
subject very deeply, saying merely:

(a) Names of ships shall be typed
in capital letters or in initial
capitals between inverted com-
mas, e.g., MAGNIFICENT or
“Magnificent”.

(b) The letters “HMCS” shall be
used only when essential for
clarity.

The subject of whether or when the
definite article should be used with
ship names is not mentioned.

Not so the Naval Secretariat Hand-
book (BR 49 (1945)) of the Royal
Navy. It raps the use of inverted com-
mas and then goes on to insist on the
use of “the’’ before the name of a ship.
The following is a direct quotation:

The wuse of inverted commas in
the names of H.M. Ships, besides
causing unnecessary clerical labour,
has no roots in Naval Custom; it
is a modern habit. Admiralty typ-
ists have been instructed to avoid
it for the last fifteen years (c.f. any
Admiralty Letter). The traditional
way to write the name of one of
H.M. ships is as on a cap ribbon,
ie, H.M.S. VICTORY; alternat-
ively, “the” is used in place of
“H.M.S.”, (cf. Collingwood’s de-
spatch on Trafalgar). This natur-
ally does not apply in signals, nor
is it customarily adhered to in staft
minute sheets, notes, drafts, etc. It
applies to memoranda and formal
correspondence. The name of a
ship without any prefix is, by old
naval custom, reserved for address-
ing the Captain of a ship in person.

Reference to either handbook, how-
ever, does not settle the question of
literary usage.

Canadians and Americans have, for
example, pretty well abandoned the use
of periods in abbreviations and to spell
the name of the ship in' capitals would
be to create an unsightly printed page.

A less formal ruling than provided
by any -correspondence manual was
needed to settle the question and some-
body around the office just happened
to have hung on to a copy of “The
Dittybox”, dated February 1946 and
published by the Royal Navy. And
there in black and white (six~point)
was this item:

DESIGNATION OF H.M. SHIPS
There are only two correct meth-
ods of referring to H.M. Ships.

In the case of H.M.S. Victory,
for example, she should be referred
to either as H.M.S. Victory or as
the Victory. The use of “Victory”
is quite wrong; using the name of
a ship without any prefix is, by old
naval custom, reserved for address-
ing the captain of a ship in person.

But the words after the semicolon
had an unpleasantly familiar ring and,
sure enough, they were lifted, without
so much as a thank you, right out of
the Royal Navy’s Secretariat Handbook.

We have our own system. We call
it (oops, her) HMCS Cheroot or the -
Cheroot.

And when do we call a ship a “he”?
Answer: When it’s “Ship ahoy!”
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Custom Rooted Deeply in Past

§§ MAN of the §§
MONTH
A IR

HE CUSTOM of making the young-
T est member of the ship’s company
captain for Christmas Day would ap-
pear to have pretty ancient roots—not
all of them in accord with present day
standards of propriety.

During the Middle Ages it was the
custom of cathedral towns in Europe to
elect a boy-bishop on December 6, the
Feast of Saint Nicholas, the patron saint
of children. He retained office until
Holy Innocents’ Day, December 28, and
during the period he was accorded real
privileges and powers.

On election, the boy-bishop was
dressed in bishop’s robes, complete with
the bishop’s symbols of authority, the
mitre and crozier, just as captain and
junior exchange uniforms, while a num-
ber of his comrades, usually from among
the choir boys of the cathedral, were
robed as priests. The group then toured
the town blessing the people.

During succeeding days he performed
all the bishop’s functions, except the
Mass, and in some cases he was even
granted the right to make ecclesiastical
appointments. A modern parallel is the
boy-captain trying to make requestmen
and defaulters stick,

It can easily be seen that the custom
did not lend itself to good government
within the church, but it was suppressed
with difficulty. King Henry VIII pro-
hibited the election of boy-bishops;
Queen Mary X revived the tradition.
It was suppressed for good in England
by Queen Elizabeth I. However, the
custom survived in Germany until 1799.

The election of boy-bishops is thought
to have been a survival of certain cus-
toms surrounding the Roman Saturnalia,
which was celebrated on December 17
and 18, officially, but which actually
marked the beginning of a full week
(in some cases a month) of festivities.

One of the customs of the Saturnalia
was the suspension of rank. Slaves sat
at the family table, addressed their mas-
ters on equal terms and sometimes were
even waited on by them. Army officers
preserve the tradition to the present by
serving other ranks their Christmas
dinner.

Children had a special day set apart
for them during the celebrations dur-
ing which they received gifts, usually
of dolls.

The Saturnalia reached the depths of
barbarity among the Roman Legions in

Europe., They would each year elect
a soldier who for 30 days would be
accorded every honour and privilege,
No limits were set on his licentious
conduct, But at the end of the 30
days he was required to cut his throat,

Needless to say, with the spread of
Christianity, this custom became highly
unpopular. However, a pale image of
it survives to this day in the Lord of

Misrule who presides over the carnivals
of Latin countries and whose effigy is
abused or burned at the end of the
festivities.

Fortunately no such consequences at-
tach to the Navy’s designation of a boy-
captain except that, at {imes, the in-
cumbent may have the uncomfortable
feeling the next day that he has made
a fool of himself.

West Coast Historical Tour

The Pacific Command this year took
members of the Victoria Section, B.C,,
Historical Association, on their annual
outing.

The day’s tour started with a visit
to the new Naval Maritime Museum,
in a picturesque red brick building
about 60 years old, on the Esquimalt
Road. It is one of the best maritime
museums on the coast and is attractling
many visitors.

Instr. Cdr. C. Herbert Little, Com-
mand Education Officer, Naden, was in
charge of the party, which he took on
a conducted water tour of the harbour,
pointing out ancient buildings, such as
the magazines on Cole Island, and other
sites including Maplebank, the Ad-
miral’s residence, and Belmont, where
the home of Chief Justice David Cam-
eron stood long ago.

There were tours, too, through the
dockyard, passing Admiral’s House,
built in 1885, and through Naden, fol-
lowed by tea in Naden Wardroom, with
Mrs. J. H. Hamilton and Miss Kathleen
Agnew presiding. Russell Potter, chair-
man of the Victoria Section, expressed
thanks to the Navy.

Instr. Cdr. Little gave the following
brief history of Esquimalt:

“The first recorded visit of white men
to Esquimalt was in 1790, by the Span-
iards,” he said. “On July 19, the cap-
tured British sloop Princess Royal,
re-named Princess Real, under com-
mand of Lieut. Quimper, anchored in
the harbour, which was named by him
Puerto de Cordova, after the Viceroy
of New Spain.

“The following spring the San Car-
los, under Eliza, and the Santa Satur-
nina came to Esquimalt and in 1792
came the two schooner-surveying ves-
sels, Sutil, under Galiano, and Mexi-
cang, under Valdes. .

“The first charts of the harbour were
begun by Quimper and added to by
other captains, but owing to Spain’s
secrecy about her new discoveries, also

to the Nootka convention of 1795, Es-
guimalt was not developed for another
50 years.

“In the summer of 1846, a hydro-
graphic survey of Esquimalt harbour
was begun by Lieut. James Wood in
HMS Pandora, assisted by Mr. Inskip,
the naval instructor of the frigate Fis-
gard, and his 14 midshipmen.

“From the Fisgard,” Cdr. Little said,
“came many place names of Esquimalt
harbour: Fisgard Island, at the en-
trance to the harbour; Duntze Head,
after her captain, Rodd Hill after her
first lieutenant. Constance Cove, Thetis
Cove and Plumper Bay were named for
British warships on this station a cen-
tury ago.

“The first flagship to enter Esquimalt
was the 50-gun frigate, HMS Portland,
wearing the flag of Rear-Admiral of
the Blue Fairfax Moresby, Commander~
in-chief from 1850 to 1853.”

Cdr. Little told of an historic event
in Esquimalt’s history: “A dramatic in-
cident of August, 1914, was the pur-
chase by the B.C. Governmen? (Premier
Richard McBride) of two submarines
from their builders in Seattle. For a
few days the province had its ‘private
navy’—the only occasion of its kind in
Canadian history.

“The federal government took over
the submarines and added them to its
Pacific naval force. They served here
with the Rainbow, Shearwater and Al-
gerine until 1917 when, with the Shear-
water, they sailed to Halifax. 'The
Shearwater was the first ship flying the
White Ensign to transit the Panama
Canal.”

Mrs. A. J. O’Reilly of Point Ellice
House recalled that she and her hus-
band had been in'one of the submarines
the day after they reached Esquimalt
in 1914,

On the way back to town, visits were
paid to the naval cemetery and to St.
Paul’s Church, for long an Esquimalt
landmark.
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of the misuse to which he considered
his name was put. Hide-bound senior
officers, he said, when they wanted to
shoot down any new or forward look-
ing proposals, always claimed that these
did not fit in with the Nelson tradition!
He too was exaggerating; although the
“Devil can quote the Scriptures to his
purpose”, and I suppose it would be
too much to hope that Nelson’s name
had never been misused!

We all know that blind hero-worship
can be a bar to progress if it leads to
an uncritical acceptance, as guiding
principles for all time, of methods which
were conditioned by the material pos-
sibilities of a bygone era. If Nelson is
ever quoted, however, as excuse for not
facing the future fair and square, it can
only be by people who have no idea
what he really stood for, or how he was
regarded in his own way.

To his contemporaries—at any rate to
the country at large—he was the man
who had dealt a series of shattering
blows to our enemies, and who had met
his death at the moment of his greatest
achievement. But to those who were in
a position to appreciate how these vic-
tories had been achieved, he was much
more than a romantic figure; he was
a great tactical genius who, almost alone
among the seamen of his day, thought
forward and planned in such detail that
his victories were virtually a certainty
before action was joined.

Even during his lifetime those “in
the know” realized the peculiar, the
great qualities of this man, who was
able to weld together the individual
officers and men who manned the ships
of his fleet. For Nelson did not fight his
battles with a motley collection of ships
of war; he fought with a fleet which,
under his leadership and inspired by
his example, had been forged into one
exact, flexible, and devastating weapon.

In the past 150 years we have come
to appreciate -even more from the logs
of his ships, and from contemporary
letters, some of the sources of that
power that he was able to wield, greatly
in advance of the accepted methods of
leadership at that time. For instance,
the records show how Nelson realized
that mutual trust between admiral and
captains is an essential pre-requisite
of victory at sea. Instead of looking
on his captains as subordinates, who
were there merely to carry out orders
blindly, he would take them into his
confidence. In every squadron or fleet
that he commanded, he would call them
to regular meetings (at sea as well as
in harbour) and he would discuss with
them the problems they would jointly
have to face. At these meetings his
captains were able to learn his every
plan, his every thought about his plans.
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What is more important, he was a
big enough man to be able to meet his
subordinates in equal discussion, with-
out feeling the need to shelter behind
his rank and the regulations. His cap-
tains were encouraged to put forward
their plans and their thoughts, and
they came to realize that their Admiral
would consider these as carefully as he
did his own.

As Nelson won the hearts of his offi-
cers by trust, so he won those of his
men by humanity. He recognized that
sailors were human beings, and be-

" haved accordingly. That may seem a

trite thing to say; but we must re-
member that when he joined the

Navy, the seamen were still abominably -

treated. Their lives have been written
of as “brutalizing, cruel, and horrible”:
and we are told that the sailors’ gen-
eral conditions of living were as bad
as could be found today ‘only in the
vilest of slums. The sailors (many of
them kidnapped by the press-gangs)
have been described as being cooped
up between low decks in an eternal
stench of bilge and rotting boards, with
no leisure, no books, no leave (since
men allowed ashore seldom came back),
fed on the most outrageous food; always
scandalously underpaid and often with-
out any pay at all for years, and sub-
jected to ferocious punishments.
Although conditions on the whole im-
proved during the latter part of the
18th century, they were still bad enough
to lead to the great mutiny of 1797. On
the outbreak Nelson wrote: “I am en-
tirely with the seamen in their first
complaint”—and our records abound in
instances of his solicitude for his men
and of his work on their behalf, “My
time,” he writes in 1783, “ever since

I arrived in town, has been taken up °

in attempting to get the wages due to
my good fellows.”

Another time, we find him writing
to the Admiralty saying “these flannel
shirts, being made five or six inches
too short, exposed the men to sudden
chills, so shirts five or six inches longer
would be one of the best things yet in-
troduced into the Navy, and would per-
haps save the lives of more than one
good sailor.” Today, thank heaven, con-
ditions afloat bear no resemblance what-
ever to those of the eighteenth century.
But it is clear that they cannot com-
pete with the vastly improved standards
of livirig that prevail ashore; the very
nature of life 'at sea will probably ex-
clude such a thing as far ahead as we
can reasonably foresee.

Although there are many compensa-
tions in life afloat for all those who
love the sea, we must, nevertheless, do
everything in our power to improve liv-
ing conditions—and to continue to im-

prove them. Nelson, whose restless
brain was forever searching for new
ways of battle, new methods, new tech-
niques, never accepted the status quo—
whether in conditions, material, or
even motive power. His ships were of
wood—the best material for shipbuild-

" ing at that time; they were driven by

the wind, because sails were superior
and, in fact, the only alternative, to
oars.

But we are told that when Henry Bell
in 1803 petitioned the Board of Admir~
alty to consider introducing steam-
power for warships, Nelson said, “My
Lords and Gentlemen, if you do not
adopt Mr. Bell’s scheme, other nations
will and in the end vex every vein of
this Empire,”” If he had lived to im-
plement his views in the Admiralty, the
story of the development of steam in
the Navy might have been very differ<
ent; since he alone among the senior
officers of his day appears to have been
sufficiently far-seeing to appreciate its
true significance. )

Britain, at that time, already had a
great naval. tradition, which had grown
steadily through the centuries; but in
Nelson’s hands this grew into some-
thing more; and when he died he left
behind him a new concept of seapower.
For it is when we come to study the
strategy of his last campaign that his
true greatness becomes apparent. As
we follow the movements of the single
ships, the squadrons, and the fleets
through 18 months of blockade and
chase, we find ourselves in the presence
of seapower wielded on a majestic
scale, spread over the width of half the
world. But Nelson not only passed on
to us the new concept of seapower; he
passed on an attitude of mind, a way
of looking at the Navy—what one might
call a philosophy of the sea, com-
pounded of all those qualities which he
himself so abundantly displayed. If
we understand Nelson’s legacy correctly,
we shall see that it is the legacy of a
man of real vision, of great humanity,
a man far ahead of his times.

Tonight when we honour the toast to
Nelson’s immortal memory (honouring
also the . officers and men whom he led
to victory) let us resolve that we shall
never allow the Nelson tradition to be-
come an excuse for timidity, for lack
of initiative, or fear of that great ad-
venture which is the new age that now
confronts us. If we are really to honour
the tradition he bequeathed to us in
the spirit as well as in the letter, we
can do so in 1955 by facing the world
of thermo-nuclear weapons, atomic-
powered submarines and guided mis-
siles and new conditions of service for
our sailors in the spirit in which Nel-~
son faced his world 150 years ago.






which punkah louvres in the ship would
blow the hardest and which would not
blow at all. By an incredibly confused
technique, the engineers invariably
managed to prove him wrong!

Reading matter was at a premium
and, although library books were fully
read, prized above all were copies of
“Tisquire”, and your favourite paper,
“Smirk” with the illustrated articles.

Girls became merely the subject of
conjecture: the principal topics of dis-
cussion were money and leave.
Gambling was rife. Joe - Primeau
eventually cornered the market on cash
in the ship. The Supply Officer was
forced to issue script in lieu of money.
Subséquently, Primeau cornered the
market on script as well.

Many showings of RCN Film Society

\movies were made, on the doubtful
grounds that they were entertainment.
We understand that, if the Film Society
thought these movies were in bad shape
when they sent them out, they ought to
see them now. Reels of Scotch tape.

Also for entertainment, cribbage and
bingo tournaments were held. In this
way, Primeau cornered the canteen.

The Padre issued “a paper -called
“Bergy Bits”. No news being received,
it was pretty bare. However, the paper
sported a bear called “Buzz”., Over the
years, he multiplied so that eventually
the paper had 11 bears. Wasn't so bare
after all and was full of buzzes.

Leave credits built up at a fast rate.
Most men on board had become entitled
to 15 month’s leave with pay, and their
intentions ranged all the way from
pleasant holidays in Florida to one man
who intended to spend his 15 months in
Halifax,

Some applications for discharge were
submitted, but after being fully consid-
ered by a committee appointed by the
Captain, they were, along with requests
for compassionate leave, invariably
turned down.

Promotions were handled by a sub-
depot set up within the ship. Ordinary
Seamen became CPOs; and CPOs be-
came tired . . . and then retired. Al-
most one third of the ship’s complement

had been pensioned by the time the

lookout first sighted the “five zero”.

" Mail was a problem., The standard
pipe was: “The mail will close on board
next month.” Of course, it never did.
One serious result of not getting any
incoming mail was that the supply of
chewing gum quickly ran out.

As usual, the shipwrights were busy.
By the time the ship was released the
Quarterdeck contained 11°small pleas-
ure boats, two hydroplanes, two large
treasure chests and a 60-foot sailboat.
Naturally,
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unnumbered thousands of"

smaller “carry-home’ articles were also
produced, many of which were stowed

. in the two treasure chests.

Every year baseball pools were held
on the results of the World Series. The
same team always won, as in the 1955
competition, the last heard by the Lab-
rador. The winner that year was a
now-defunct organization knewn as the
Brooklyn Dodgers. Old timers may re-
member this particular team — they
made some kind of history that year by
accidentally defeating the predecessors
of the present World Champions, the
New York Yankees.

Over the years, one man (McAvoy)
won a total of $854.00 by holding the
winning tickets on the final games of
the series. (This same man also won
the Halifax ETA pool, holding the
ticket for the year 1965).

Apparently, many of the ship’s com-
pany thought that their ship was break-
ing up when they heard the ice crack-
ing under the efforts of the rescue ves-
sel. Men appeared on the upper deck
with their two most valuable posses-
sions, (life jackets and copies of
“Smirk”) tucked under their arms.

Gaining her freedom, the Labrador
radioed to Canadian Naval Headquar-
ters, Ottawa. This was .said to. have
caused a certain amount of consterna-
tion, as none of the younger members
of the staff had even heard of such a
vessel, and, among the veterans, none
had any knowledge of her since her
most enjoyable christening party, one
hot summer’s day in 1952,

Returning to her old base of Halifax,
Labrador was under the distinct im-
pression that she had been forgotten’
However, at Halifax she was met by a
massed armada of two harbour craft
and one tug. And, just as she was
berthing alongside, a fulsome message
was received from CANAVHED (Cana-
dian Naval Headquarters) expressing a
precise “well done”.

So this tale has a happy ending. All
was well, at last. Ottawa had discov-
ered an old Navy list . . . and had
noted that the “five zero” had come
home. ’

And that is the story of the Forgotten
Fifty.

“Smirk” Magazine.
28th May, 1965.

Labrador's Captain Praised
For ‘Outstanding Services'

Captain Owen C. S. Robertson, com-
manding officer of the Labrador, has
been commended by senior United
States Navy officers for his “outstand-
ing services” in support of DEW line
operations in the Arctic.

As commander of a naval task group
including United States Navy and Coast
Guard icebreakers, Captain Robertson
was responsible for carrying ouit survey
work, clearing channels through ice and
establishing electronic position indica-
tor stations in Foxe Basin, off Baffin
Island. These duties were a part of
operations involving the transportation
by the U.S. Navy’s Military Sea Trans-
port Services of equipment and person-
nel for construction work on the east-
ern portion of the joint United States-
Canadian Distant Early Warning radar
system.

On successful completion of the Foxe
Basin supply operation, Admiral
Arleigh (Thirty - One - Knot)
Chief of Naval Operations, U.S. Navy,
despatched in a message to Captain
Robertson, “hearty congratulations for
the most excellent performance of your
task group.

“The undertaking was a stupendous

effort with the accepted hazards of ice,
weather and unknown hydrography.

Burke, -

The successful attainment of all objec~
tives is a tribute to your leadership, pro-
fessional ability and courage.”

Vice-Admiral F. C. Denebrink, com-
mander of the Sea Transport Services,
in a message to Capt. Robertson, expres-
sed his “congratulations and apprecia-
tion of the outstanding services you
have rendered as a task group com-
mander of combined U.S.-Canadian
forces. Your leadership, courage, pro-
fessional skill and determination have
been of the highest order throughout
trying operations in uncharted waters
and hazardous ice conditions and reflect
the greatest credit upon you and upon
your service, It has been a pleasure to
have you serve with us in our mutual
endeavours. Please convey to all under
your command my congratulations, best
wishes and apprec1at10n for thelr sub-
stantial contribution”.

Her responsibilities to the DEW Line
supply mission completed, the Labrador
remained in Foxe Basin, carrying out
survey and oceanographic work re-
‘quired for future operations in that
area. Late in October and during
November the ship conducted surveys
and oceanographic studies in Hudson
Strait and along the coast of Baffin
Island.



THERE'S CARNAGE DOWN BY JETTY FIVE

The Action Room - - Where U-Boats Were Hunted on Shore

HE RETIREMENT of Rear-Ad-
miral J. C. Hibbard, DSC, CD,
RCN, at an early age due to ill health,
brings back many memories of the Bat-
tle of the Atlantic. Anyone who knows
anything of the history of the Royal
Canadian Navy will remember the
numerous actions in which the Admiral
played such a distinguished part both
as leader of an Escort Group and when
commanding a 'Tribal. Fewer people
probably realize that possibly his great-
est contribution to the defeat of the
U-boat was made during one of his brief
periods ashore. '
When, in the winter of 1942, Admiral
Hibbard was appointed Training Com-
mander on the staff of Captain “D”
Halifax, he had had nearly three years
experience of anti-submarine warfare
in the Atlantic. He had seen the convoy
system and the asdic defeat the original
in-shore, submerged, daylight attack
tactics of the U-boat. As leader of an
Escort Group, he had fought more than
one action against the new “pack at-
tacks” during which, in the deep waters
of the Atlantic, concentrations of
German submarines came in together
at night with conning towers awash, at-
tacking as submersibles, firing their tor-
pedoes while on the surface and using
their power to dive only to escape.
Admiral Hibbard realized, as well as
any officer afloat, how essential it was
to irain the crew of every escort ship
under the new hattle conditions; to give
officers and men with no war experi-
ence some chance {o realize what they
were going to meet before they were
thrown into action; to let those in
operating ships correct past mistakes
and practise for future battles; and, at
the same time, to exercise the whole
fighting team of every ship together, in-
stead of separately in individual groups.
The thing seemed impossible. In
Halifax, as in every other port where
escort ships were based, there were
schools where individuals and individual
teams could be trained and exercised.
Communication ratings could be given
practice. Gun crews could be drilled.
Asdic teams could carry out firings by
day or night or runs on a submerged
target submarine, though the time avail-
able for sea exercises was all too short,
since operating ships during their period
in port always had defects to be re-
paired and there was continual pres-
sure to get newly commissioned ships

workup training in order to fill gaps in
the escort groups.

There was excellent piecemeal train-
ing but nobody had, nor ever has, in
peace or war, staged a full-scale sea
exercise representing the attack on a
large convoy at night by numerous sub-
marines, A second thought on the mag-
nitude of such an operation and the
risks that would be run must convince
even the most optimistic training officer

that such a thing is impossible, Yet -

something of the sort was essential if
escort ships were to be properly trained.

The Training Commander, knowing
the essential, proceeded to achieve the
apparently impossible. He designed the
Action Room.

About the Author

The naval career of Captain J. D,
Prentice, DSO, DSC and Bar, RCN
(Ret’d), can hardly be summed up in
a single senience. Born in Victoria,
B.C,, he had 22 years of service with
the Royal Navy until his retirement in
1937—three of those years on loan to
the Royal New Zealand Navy., At the
outbreak of the Second World War he
entered the RCN with his old rank of
lieutenant-commander.

He was the first Canadian command-
ing officer to draw blood in the war
against the German U-boats. ‘This
happened in September 1941 when the
corvette Chambly, under his command
sank U-501 off Greenland in an action
that so thoroughly cowed the subma-
rine’s captain that he leaped to the
gquarterdeck of the corvette Moose
Jaw, the Chambly’s companion in the
attack, Captain Prentice was awarded
the Distinguished Service Order—the
first to be awarded to a Canadian naval
officer during the Second World War.

Three years later, in command of
the destroyer Ottawa, the second of
the name, in the English Channel, he
got his second U-boat. For his ser-
vices in anti-U-boat operalions he was
awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross on January 11, 1945, and a Bar
to the DSC a week later.

In between these two operational
high points of his career lay service as
Senior Officer Corvettes Afloat and as
Captain D Halifax.

Now he is retired by the sea in
Victoria, where he gardens, raises
chickens, does church work, goes fish-
ing and writes adventure stories for
boys.

Because he was Captain D Halifax
shor{ly after the Action Room came
into being and because he was in a
position to appraise the results of
Action Room training at sea, Captain
Prentice was invited to contribute the
article which appears here.

away. before they. had_ finished fheir

If ships could not be exercised under
battle conditions at sea, then those con-~
ditions should be simulated ashore.

A large room completely darkened,
called the Battle Room, would allow a
night battle to be staged at any time.
In the centre of that room the replica of
an escort ship’s bridge could be built,
It must revolve, to represent alterations
of course and be made to roll and pitch
to produce conditions similar to those
in a ship at sea. Even sheets of “spray”
could be thrown over il and a pair of
-303 rifles firing blanks close under the
bridge screens would give the same
flash effect as the ship’s foremost gun.

Around the bridge, as far from it as
space permitted, could be built a false
horizon on which movable models
would take the places of all the actors
in the drama of night battle, of the con-
voy, of the other escorts, of the attack-
ing surfaced U-boats. These models
could be made to alter course, to send
up rockets, to explode and sink, to flash
signals, fire guns and carry out depth
charge attacks, or to submerge when
required. Small electric light globes
lowered down on strings would make
good star shells, the old spotting table
pieces of cotton wool would show the
fall of shot. In fact the captain of any
escort ship and his entire bridge person-
nel could be put through a very realis-
tic night convoy battle.

But those on the bridge were only
one part of the ship’s fighting team. The
training of the other parts of that team
was equally important.

Obviously it was hardly possible to
build a complete escort ship ashore but
the bridge in the Battle Room could be
connected with other rooms in its
vicinity by normal ship communications
of voice pipe and telephone. A wheel
house could be built in which the ship’s
coxswain would steer the bridge and
the ship’s action plot be kept. A radar
cabinet would have the appropriate set
installed. A W/T office could be fitted
with the necessary instruments. It
would even be possible to build a gun
and depth-charge room complete with
throwers, which could be fired with re-
duced charges, and rails, where the gun
and depth charge crews could be exer-

cised under night action conditions.

A control room would be required
from which Training Officers would
sight and analyze the battle. They
must be in close communication with
the movers of the models in the battle

.room, must be able to throw blips on
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ity and checking the sway of the raft
when drifting before a wind. Each has
a trip line for spilling the water when
it is desired to increase the rate of wind
drift or when being towed. CO, cylind-
ers for inflating the various parts of the
raft are supplied and are augmented by
two pairs of bellows. Ancillary equip-
ment includes two rescue lines each
consisting of a “quoit” and 100 feet of
orange cotton buoyant line; a buoyant
knife fitted into a sheath at each of the
entrances; a drogue, two provision packs
containing rations and emergency Kkit;
pyrotechnics, fishing outfits, whistles,
bailers, repair kits, and a heliograph
mirror.

The raft is launched normally by
manually operating the hydrostatic re-
lease gear or cutting the rope lashing
and pushing or dropping the raft over-
board. A pull on the operating cord,
which is always secured to the ship,
operates the gas release mechanism and
the raft starts to inflate, bursting the
valise in which it is stowed. The un-
folding of the raft operates another
mechanism which inflates the floor.

Should a life raft remain on board
when a ship sinks, the hydrostatic re-
lease gear, which is incorporated in the
stowage arrangement, operates under
pressure and releases the raft from the
ship. The raft rises towards the sur-

faces ‘of the sea and when the pull on
the operating cord reaches 40 pounds
the gas release méchanism is activated.
When the inflating raft exerts sufficient
additional pressure on the operating
cord, the cord parts, freeing the raft
completely from the ship. ’

Due to the manner in which it is
folded before stowage, the raft, upon
release, should normally inflate the right
way lp regardless of the position of the
valise on the sea, In the unlikely event
of the raft being launched upside down,
it can be righted manually.

Two white lights on the top of the
raft will automatically come into opera-
tion soon after the raft is inflated,

The expenditure of time, thought,
effort and expense in the production of
the new life rafts has been made with-
out any expectation that they will put
to “operational” use in peacetime. The
odds are against the ship’s company
having to take to boats and floats in
dead earnest except in battle conditions.

More immediately important are such
safety devices as life jackets, for the
simple reason that the individual is
more likely to find himself in trouble
than the ship. Since the Second World
War there have been a number of men
lost overboard; there has been none lost
through a ship foundering,

Cdr. D. J. Carrison, USN, writing in
the “United States Naval Institute Pro-
ceedings” says that in the eight years
following the Second World War 387
men serving in the United States Navy
were lost overboard as a result of small
boat accidents, or from falling or being
washed over the side. Small boats ac-
counted for 154 of these deaths, falling
overboard 191 and being washed over-
board 42. In fact, Cdr. Carrison con-
cludes from his figures that the safest
place to serve is in a submarine, Des-
troyers are the most dangerous.

But the point he makes is that all too
many of these lives were lost through
carelessness. Small boats ventured out
into sea§ too rough for them; - sailors
crossed open decks without lines, tendéd
by husky shipmates, about their waists.
And even then the losses would not
have been so high had it not been for
certain “salty types” who would not
wear their life jackets.

Even it a sailor does not value his life
highly, the Navy does. Apart from all
humanitarian considerations—and. they
weigh as heavily in the Navy as in any
other walk of life—the trained sailor
represents an investment of thousands
of dollars and months or years of train-

'ing effort. Take care of yourselfl—

W.LP.

NAVAL DIVING TEAMS COMMENDED

Naval diving teams have been com-
mended by Naval Headquarters for “ex-
cellent work under adverse conditions”
in three unusual diving operations car-
ried out earlier this year.

The operations took place near Gimli,

Manitoba, in March; near Brooks,
Alberta, in April, and at the mouth of
the Saguenay River in May.

In the first two, diving teams from
the Diving and ZExplosive Training
Centre at Naden recovered the remains
of aircraft which had crashed into Lakes
Winnipeg and Newell. These opera-
tions were led, respectively, by CPO W.
E. Cubitt and Lt.-Cdr. Philip Henry.
Lt.-Cdr. Henry is officer-in-charge of
the training centre.

Sub-zero temperatures, four feet of
ice and seven feet of soft mud were
among the hazards encountered at
Gimli. The aircraft, a T-33 jet trainer,
had disintegrated on crashing into the
lake 13 miles from shore. The largest
fragment was but two feet square and
the sharp metal pieces tore at the rub-
berized diving suits, providing an addi-
tional hazard. The suits had to be
patched 13 times during the operation.

The team’s four men spelled each
other so that each day two men did the
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diving while the other two made up the
surface crew. Altogether, the men spent
60 hours on the muddy bottom and
made a total of 24 dives, averaging two-
and-a-half hours per dive.

The surface temperatures ranged as
low as 20. degrees below zero but work
proceeded in spite of the cold. Thaw-
ing weather breaking up the ice above
finally forced a halt to the mission after
nearly two weeks of searching, and after
more than 2,000 pounds of the sharp
fragments had been raked up with hand
rakes and hoisted to the surface in wire
baskets.

The following month a Harvard
trainer crashed into Lake Newell, near
Brooks, Alberta, and again naval divers
were called on to recover the aircraft.
Mud and ice made the job difficult and
Chinook winds and piling ice further
complicated the operation.

High pressure water hoses were used
underwater to free the aircraft frag-
ments from the enclosing mud which
was more than 12 feet deep. At times
the divers themselves were encased in
the mud and were forced to use the high
pressure hosés upwards to clear a chan-
nel for their ascent to the normal lake
bottom.

The operation took a total of 117 un-~
derwater hours and 58 individual dives
averaging two hours per dive,

The third naval diving team. com-
mended by Naval H'eadquarters came
from the RCN Diving School at Halifax
and was led by Lieut. G. H. Lawther.

‘Its job consisted of an underwater
survey of a light-house foundation and
was carried out on behalf of the De-
partment of Transport. The foundation,
a huge steel and granite-chip “mat-
tress”, was laid last year on White
Island Reef, off the mouth of the Sague-
nay. Divers were required this spring
to inspect the “mattress” for rocks and
debris, to measure its extent and mark
its boundaries.

This type of operation is usually a

one-day job for a naval diving crew but

because of unusually strong tides the
White Island Survey took eight days to
complete. Only for an hour at low tide
were conditions safe enough for diving.

As a result of this survey, carried out
in dangerously swift water, the base-
ment mattress was deemed sufficient in
both extent and stability for the light-
house to be placed upon it.
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THE NAVY PLAYS

Marathoners
Put Through Hoops

Shearwater staged a rugged inter-
departmental medley marathon with
eight teams taking part in ten events,
This is just how rugged it was:

One at a time representatives of each
team ran from the gym to the upper
playing field and kicked a drop or place
kick from the 25-yard line; walked on
stilts from 25-yard line to centre of field
and then ran to main gate; ran from
main gate about a mile to Clarence Park
Bowling Alleys; bowled a strike and
ran about a mile and a quarter to “F”
hangar -22 rifle range; shot one inner or
bullseye and ran to boat shed; paddled
dinghy around a course using one oar,
secured boat and ran to main gate; ran
from main gate to gym and climbed
rope to beams; ran from gym to old fire
hall and sawed through a 6” x 6” log;
ran from old fire hall to upper playing
field and climbed slide greased with
wet soft soap then ran to the recorder’s
table; ate three dry
whistled two bars of a tune.

The events were run off in relay

fashion, with a baton being passed
from man to man between events.
" The winning team consisted of: PO
Patrick B. Windross, Leading Seamen
John C. Cavanagh, Stanley W. Witwicki,
Able Seamen Bruce E. Davey, Joseph
M. Ricard, Joseph P. Gariepy, Ian M.
Storm and Gilbert M. Monast, and Or-
dinary Seamen George A, Sly and John
W. Hayden.

Point Edward
Has Good Season

A tremendously successful softball
season was achieved at Point Edward
Naval Base in Sydney, N.S. With a
small naval complement, a team consist-
ing mostly of civilians working at the
base was formed and named the Naval
Base Pirates. The team played in the
Suburban Intermediate League.

Naval personnel connected with the
team were Lt.-Cdr. (S) Evan Lloyd,
Manager; CPO C. A. Brodie, playing
coach, and CPO J. G. Brown, RCN(R).
The team won first place in its league,
and defeated Point Edward Cubs and
Sydney River Aces in the playoffs.

In the Nova Scotia playdowns, the
Pirates upset the highly-rated Broad-
way Combines, Sydney City Champions,

crackers and

after losing the opener and coming from
behind to take the next two. This was
repeated against Northside Royals, los~
ing the first and taking the next two,
New Waterford fell in two straight, both
games being close and well played, to
give the base the Cape Breton Champ-
ionship in its first year,

The Pirates were eliminated by Tren-
ton Scotias in the provincial semi-
finals in straight games,

The team’s success gave a tremendous
lift to softball in the area, and served
to keep the Navy well to the fore with
the public in Cape Breton Island. Plans
are already being 1laid for an even
greater season next year.

Heavy Program
In Cape Breton

During 1955, HMCS Cape Breton
carried out an ambitious sports pro-
gram, and it is apparent that the time
made available: for this purpose has
been well spent.

City Council Votes
Praise for Navy Day

A resolution passed at a special
meeting on August 23 recorded the
unanimous appreciation of the Vic-
toria City Council of this year’s Navy
Day program at the. West Coast city.

The resolution, addressed to Hon,
Ralph Campney, Minister of National
Defence, was:

“That the members of this Council
hereby place on record their delight
and appreciation in regard to the
splendid annual ‘Navy Day’' celebra-
tion held in Victoria on Wednesday,
August 17; that they express their
admiration of the full ancd excellent
program presented; that the efficient
friendly and whole-hearted manner in
which those responsible and those par-
ticipating spared no effort to insure
the greatest possible enjoyment for
thousands of Victorians and visitors;
that the members of the Council sig-
nify their special appreciation of the
willing, generous co-operation given
by the officers and men of the visiting
British cruiser HMS Superb; that they
convey heartfelt thanks for the whole
celebration to the Flag Officer Pacific
Coast, Royal Canadian Navy, and
through him to all of the officers and
men involved; and that a copy of
this resolution be sent to the Minister
of National Defence, Ottawa."

The letter to Mr, Campney was
signed by Mayor L. Harrison, who ex-
tended his personal compliments on
the subject of the resolution.

The weekly sports program includes
progressive instruction in swimming, PT
tables, apparatus and games instruc-
tion, On Friday afternoons all hands
go to sports or recreation, encompassing
a round robin of softball and soccer,
tabloid sports, tugs of war, volleyball
tournaments and swimming meets,

In their first season in the Highland
Park Softball League the ship’s team
came fifth, At the Atlantic Command
level, teams reached the semifinals in
soccer, the finals in softball, and water-
polo, and came an extremely close sec-
ond in the track and field meet,

The Cape Breton, with a team in the
Nova Scotia Junior Canadian Football
League, expects a successful season. In
an exhibition game against Moncton’s
senior team they gave a good account
of themselves, dropping a close game
27-17, and in their first league game
topped Shearwater Juniors 23~6. Coach
PO James Kitchin and traiher PO Rich-
ard Manderson have turned out a light,
fast and smooth-working team.

Although the basketball season has
finished, the Cape Breton always pro-
vided a winning team for exhibition
games against the cadets or wvisiting
ships, the team being led by AB James
Harquail.

During the summer months the ap-
prentices went off to camp for two
weeks where it was possible to conduct
round-robin tournaments in softball and
volley-ball, knockout tournaments in
darts and horse shoes as well as a pro-
gram including swimming, sailing, boat-
pulling, archery and tabloid of sports.

Iroguois Vies
With Cornwallis

Iroquois “sports” spent a day ashore
in Cornwallis, winning over the base
team in hard and softball and losing in
basketball.

The destroyermen reached the semi-
finals of the Atlantic Command baseball
and softball championships but were
knocked out of the competitions by
Stadacona and the Cape Breton respec-
tively.

A skeet club was formed on board the
Iroquois recently, a product of keen in-
terest germinated during the last Korean
tour., The sports officer is casting a
competitive eye on all comers against
his men in this activity.
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A Song of the RCN

The Origin
of
‘Wavy Navy'

HE POST-WAR generation of sail-
T ors scarcely knows the, wavy
stripes which adorned the sleeves and
shoulder straps of officers of the
RCNVR. Year by year, since the war
ended, the “VR” uniforms, worn on
such occasions as Remembrance Day
and Trafalgar Day balls, have become
progressively rarer and snugger. Even
fewer will remember the wavy stripes
on the collars of the men of the re-
serve two-score years ago.

The wavy stripes, of course, led to
the RCNVR being designated the “Wavy
Navy”, a name that is unlikely to be
forgotten for years to come.

Serving on board the destroyer
Saguenay in 1936 were two young offi~
cers, one a gunner (T) of the regular
force, the other a “VR” sub-lieutenant,
who were the “Mr. Gallagher and Mr,
Sheen” of entertainments at sea. They
were billed as “Budgy and Popy”. One
of their numbers started off: “Roll
along, Wavy Navy, roll along” The
words were adapted to a tune, then
popular in the Navy, which sang of
prairie schooners, rather than the sea-
going kind. It was “Roll Along, Cov-
ered Wagon” and it was sung with a
verve that matched the fervent prayer
of sailors of the Second World War:
“Give me land, lots of land; don’t fence
me in.”

The officer-composers were Gunner
(T) P. D. Budge, RCN, now a commo-
dore and commanding officer of HMCS
Naden, and Sub-Lt. Rufus Pope, of the
Montreal naval division, who was lost
when the destroyer Margaree was cut
in half by a collision in the North At-
lantic. :

The song “Wavy Navy” might be
called immortal in that it helped to
carry a host of men, most of them from
homes far from the sea, through what
seemed an eternity of war.

It helped to build an unequalled
esprit de corps, perhaps a too-powerful
one. A “VR” of war days was likely
to turn on a man who had transferred
to the RCN with the caustic observa-
tion: “So you signed a separate peace!”

Be that as it may, the song
aroused no resentment in the hearts
of the regulars, They sang with as
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much gusto as the reservists.
The story was told that when the
Athabaskan was sunk by enemy gun-

fire in a bitter Channel action, survivors

were clinging to Carley floats awaiting
the slim chance of rescue when a voice

was raised among them in song. It
was (so legend says) their command-
ing officer, Cdr. John Hamilton Stubbs,
whom they were never to see again, and
the song he chose to keep their spirits
and courage high was:

%¢a¢ %a¢
Roll along, Wavy Navy, roll along!

Roll along, Wavy Navy, roll along!
When they say “O there they are!”

It’s the RBCNVR—

Roll along, Wavy Navy, roll along!

Oh we joined for the Glory of it all!
Yes we joined for the Glory of it all,
But the good old RCN
Made us change our minds again—
Roll along, Wavy Navy, roll along!

Oh we joined for the chance to go to sea,
Yes we joined for the chance to go to sea,
But the first two years or more ;
We spent parading on the shore— ' -
Roll along, Wavy Navy, roll along!

And when at last they sent us out to sea—
Yes when at last they sent us out to sea,
There were several things we saw
That were not brought up before—
Rolf along, Wavy Navy, roll along!

Oh we joined for the payment and the fun,
Yes we joined for the payment and the fun,
But of pay there has been none,
And the fun is yet to come—
Roll along, Wavy Navy, roll along!

Now before we pull up hook and sail away—
Yes before we pull up hook and sail away,
If you want some good advice,
Before you join think once or twice—
Roll along, Wavy Navy, roll along!

WEDDINGS _

Lieutenant (L) James O. N, Fitzgerald,
Naval Headquarters, to Miss Rose Marie
Cleary, Antigonish, N.S.

Lieutenant Keith Dunham Lewis, Naden,
to Miss Diana Wynyard Evans, Halifax.

Leading Seaman Donald C. Rasmussen,
Naden, to Miss Lucille I. Clifford, Victoria.

Able Seaman William G. Shannon, Iro-
quois, to Miss Norma Agnes McCool, Upper
Stewiacke, N.S. )

Able Seaman Lawrence Tiuelove, New
Liskeard, to Miss Cynthia Swicker, Milton,
N.8.

Able Seaman D. G. Urqubart, Stadacona,
to Miss Lorraine Isaac, Halifax.

BIRTHS

Lieutenant (S) G. W. Blackburn, Quebec,
and Mrs, Blackburn, a son.

Leading Seaman Ramon Bradbury, Mic-
mac, and Mrs. Bradbury, a daughter.

Lieutenant-Commander W. E. Clayards,
Stadacona, and Mrs. Clayards, a .daughter.

Lieutenant Frank W. Costin, Magnificent,
and. Mrs. Costin, a son.

Lieutenant - Commander Ross Dickinson,
Tecumseh, and Mrg, Dickinson, a daughter.

Leading Seaman Daniel Lemieux, New
Liskeard, and Mrs. Lemieux, a daughter.

Surgeon Lieutenant - Commander D. B.
Maunsell, Quebec, and Mrs. Maunsell, a
daughter. .

Lieutenant John Middleton, Micmac, and
Mrs, Middleton, a daughter,

Lieutenant (S) A. H, MacLeod, Quebec,
and Mrs. MacLeod, a son.

Leading Seaman C, E, MacMillan, Quebec,
and Mrs. MacMillan, a son.

Instructor Lieutenant-Commander William
F. McGown, Quebec, and Mrs. McGown, a
daughter.

Petty Officer Edward McLeod, Micmac,
and Mrs. McLeod, a daughter.

Able Seaman Douglas Leo Mousseau, Queen
Charlotte, and Mrs. Mousseau, a son.

Able Seaman Joe Rustulka, Tecumseh, and
Mrs. Rustulka, a daughter.

Leading Seaman R. L. Salmond, Tecumseh,
and Mrs, Salmond; a son,

Able Seaman Lorne Schofield, Micmac, and
Mrs. Schofield, a son.

Leading Seaman A. J. Stringer, Tecumseh,
and Mrs. Stringer, a son.

Able Seaman G. A, Vincent, Stadacona,
and Mrs. Vincent, a son,

Lieutenant K. M. Young, Stadacona, and
Mrs. Young, a daughter.



LOWER DECK" PROMOTIONS

Following is a further list of promo-
tions of men on the lower deck. The
list is arranged in alphabetical order,

with each man’s new rating, branch and ,
trade group shown opposite his name. -

ALLINSON, George A,....v.....,.LSEM1
ANDERSON, Harold S.,
ARBOUR, Edmond L,,..........
BAILEY, John O................
BANKS, Beverley W.............
BARNSWELL; Arnold A......... LSEMI1
BARRETT, George F....... ... P2SW2
BELL, Wesley G..,..ooovvvvvens, LSEM1
BENNETT, Gerald M,...........P2EM2
BERGUM, Earl C,,............. LSAA1L
BERRY, Robert F............... LSRW3
BILLEY, Willilam..,.....o00vvuns P2EM?2
BLACKLOCK, George A......... LSSW1
BLANEY, EricH,........... ....CIER4
BOWDEN, Richard L............
BREWSTER, Hugh E.,..,.....,
"BROWN, CharlesL..............
BROWN, George A..............
*BROWNWELL, Albert H. e
BRUCE, WilliamE..............
BRUNET, Albert H,.......,.....
BRUSH, ThomasF,........ ,....LSAM2
BUCHANAN, John D,........... CIRT4
BULLOCK, Kenneth.......,...,. P20M3
BURGESS, Garfield H........... LSEG3
CAINE, Michaet P............... P2AA2
CAIRNS, Orville W.............. LSEM1
CALDWELL, George W.......... C2RT4
CASSIDY, Donald J............. LSAR1
CHAREST, Jean-Guy R.......... LSEM1
CHARTERS, Clifford C,,,....... LSRC1
CHAUNCEY, Stanléy M., .,...... LSEM1

CHRISTENSEN, Stanley W...... LSEM1
CLARK, James M,..............
COCHRANE, Reginald T

COLTART, Robert L............

COOPER, Marion J..............

COUILLARD, Andre D.....,....

DALEY, Coleman A.........,....

DAVEY, George W...,.......... C2AC3
DAWSON, Clifford S............. LSRC1
DAY, Kenneth A................ C2AC3
DEPPISCH, James M..,.,....... LSSW1
DEVLIN, Frederick J....,....... C2RA4
DOOLITTLE, FrancisC......... LSRP1
DOUCET, George J.............. LSAM?2
DREW, Johon H...,............. Cl1ER4
DUBE, Roland L.,.............. C2ET4
DUNBAR, Grant H,............. LSAP2
EASTON, William R............. P2ED3
EWER, Alfred. .................. P2A02
FEDOROWICH, Edward......... LSEM1
FENN, William G............... P2DV3
FLETCHER, Robert W.,........ LSLR1
FLOOD, Albert W............... LSRP1
FLOWERSMITH, Martin S...... LSEM1
FORGIE, John.................. LSEM1
FORRESTER, William D........ LSRP1
FORTUNE, Patrick J............ P2EM2
FOWLER, Daniel C.............. LSRP1
FRANKTON, Vernon M..........PIER4
FREEBURN, Neil W............ LSEF3
FRIEDRICH, John P............ LSAF1
FROST, James F................. P2EG3
FURTAH, Morrie W,............ LSEM1
GATEHOUSE, Henry R.......... LSRP2
GAUDET, Burton L............. LSAWI1
GENEAU, Yvon H............... LSEM1

GERMANO, Vernon P........... P2ED3
GLAZIER, George A,.......vvv LsSQM1
GOODING, Gordon H,.,........ C2ER4
GOULET, Walter E,,............ LSAR1
GRAVELLE, DavidE.,,.,....... LSAP2
GREEN, Wesley T, ,......v0t LSEM1
GREENWOOD, Harold M., ..,... P1AF3
GRIFFIN, PhillipS.............. P2EA3
GRIGG, James F.,.,............ LSAA1
GRONDIN, William H,.......... C2EM4
HAROLD, Calvin H........... ,.LSQM1
HATCHER, William T.,.... .....C1IER4
HENSON, John C............. ,.P2EM2
HERDMAN, Robert J........... C1ER4
HILLSTROM, Bruce G........... LSEM1
HOLMES, John H............... LsSQM1
HOULE, Roland J............... C2ER4
HOWELL, Kenneth X, ,......... LSCR1
IRVING, Robert F.............. LSEM1
IVEY, Gordon W..........c..... C2EM4
JEFFERS, Donald............... LSRC1
JEFFRIES, Kenneth A.,....,.... LSTD1
JENNINGS, Garrison F,,.,...... LSAP2
JOHNS, Harris H................ C2ER4
JOHNSON, George W............ LSRP1
JOHNSON, Peter .............., P1AC3
KELLY, Ronald W..,........... PI1RA4
KENNEDY, James P...,........ LSQR1
KNIGHT, William S............. LSRP2
KNIGHTINGALE, Harold D..... LSEM1
KNOLL, Ronald C............... LSEM1
LAFORET, James M.,........... LSTD1
LAFRENIERE, Malcolm J....... LSEM1
LAVIGNE, Leopold D........... LSCK1
LAWSON, Robert V........,.... LSRP1
LEBLANC, Henri G............. LSEM1
LEE, Gordon.................... P1AR3
LIPSCOMBE, George J.......... P2EA3
LISTON, Walter W.,............ LSAP2
LORANGER, John G......... ...LSEMI1
LYNCH, Douglas A,............ , LSLM2
LYSENS, Paul.................. C1ER4
MAKAROWITCH, Edward R, .. .LSEM1
MALCOLM, Francis Joovevvvnn.s. C2EM4
MALOUIN, Maurice E........... LSEM1
MARKEY, JamesC...,...,......LSLR1
MASSIE, James H............... LSTD1
MASTIN, George A.............. LSRN3
MATHURIN, Roger L..,........ LSSw1
MAXWELL, Jack M............. P2AA2
MILES, Harold F................ C2EM4
MORRISON, Duncan R.......... P2ED3
MORRISON, Richard F.......... LSQR1
MORRISON, Robert N........... LSCK1
MOSEHOLM, Harold............ C2rC4
MYERS, Ralph K............... C2ET4
MacDONALD, James H.......... C2ER4
MacDONALD, Stephen W........ LSRS3
MacDORMAND, Robert G....... P1ER4
‘MacDOUGALL, Kenneth G...... LSAA1L
MacINTOSH, Reginald G, ....... LSEM1
MacKINNON. Leo R............P2AF2
McCART, Henry W............. LSAP2
McCAULEY, James......,.......LSRS3
McCLANAGHAN, Alfred W...... LSDV2
McGREGOR, John H............ PILR3
McINTYRE, Thomas,........... LSTD1
McLEOD, William...,........... P2EM2

McMASTER, Frederick G........ LSCK1
McNAUGHTON, Robert H.,..... LSED3
NEAR, Ronald G,............... P2A02
NEBUCETT, Alfred, ,...... .....LSEM1
NELSON, Walter R,............. C2ET4
NEWCOMBE, Robert E, ........ LSPW1
NESTMAN, Henry A, . .......... LSEM1
NICHOLSON, Alired W.......... LSAR1
OLVER, Glenn R......ovverrvnse P1RA4
OSBORNE, Roy....ovvvvvnien,., C2ER4
PALMER, Thomas E,....,, e LSTD2
PAPI, Richard N.......... ... C2EM4
PARKE, Willilam A,............. P2QM2
PATTERSON, William A.,....... P2AA2
PEACOCK, James R....,........ P2CR2
PERRIN, William R,,....,...., ,.LSCR1
PICKERING, Russell A.,,........ LSQR1
POTTER, Douglas H,.....,...... LSEM1
POWELL, Robert A, ............ C2ER4
RAMSAY, Jack R,,............. LSEM1-
RENWICK, Donald W.........,. LSRP1
REX, Harry..oveveiinvieninnns. LSEM1
RICHARDSON, Kenneth R...... P2RC2
RIDGEWELL, Lloyd F.......... LSQM1
ROBB, Willlam D...,...,....... LSVS1
ROBERTS, Clifford J............ LSEM1
ROBERTSON, Alexander M..,,.. LSBD2
ROBICHAUD, Joseph G.......... LSEM1
ROSBERG, EricW.............. LSQM2
ROSE, William G................ LSRP1
ROSS, JackA.,......... ey C25W3
ROYLE, George A............... LSAF1
SAULNIER, Joseph H...:....... LSEM1
SIMPSON, Lawrence R.......... P2AA2
SIMS, Arthur R................. C1ER4
SMITH, Gordon A............... LSAA1L
SMITH, Norman W............. C2SE3
SNOWDON, Campbell M..,,..... LSAM2
SOUSA, Norman J..... e P2EM2
SPENCER, Alan................ P1ER4
STARK, James O,............,.. P1ER4
STEWART, Hugh N......... «...C2AT4
STUBBINGS, Frederick W....... LSAR1
SULLIVAN, Elmer L. ........... P2EM2
SUTHERLAND, Ronald E....... C2EA4
THACKER, James E............ LSAR1
THERRIAULT, Donat F......... LSCR1
THIMSEN, Preston J............ LSQOM1
TISSEUR, Gerard L............. LSQM2
TOWNSEND, Philip G........... LSPW2
TURLEY, Frederick A:.......... LSEM1
TURNBULL, John E....... .....LSEM1
TURTON, Ronald E..,.......... LSCK2
UNIAC, Patrick T,.... P LSSE1
UPCOTT, Gerald B...,.......... LSEM1
WATSON, Charles E............. LSEM1
WHALLEY, Allen............... P1AF3
WHITE, Thomas C.............. LSAR1
WILBERFORCE, Glenn E, .., .... LSEM1
WILLIAMS, John R,............ LSEM1
WILLIAMSON, Norman.,....... PIER4
WILSON, Robert A.............. LSTD2
WOODER, Frank K............. P20M3
WRIGHT, Carl J................ LSSE1
ZUAR, Ralph V......... Ceenran LSMO1
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