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training in HMCS Swansea. (SWE-0019)

The Cover—A delicate evolution that requires prompt and co-
ordinated obedience to orders occurs immediately after the pipe;
“Away seaboat’s crew! Man the seaboat!” The crew on this

occasion is composed of UNTD officer cadets undergoing summer

LADY OF THE MONTH

Just a short while before this picture was
taken, HMCS Fraser had steamed past the
spot where the muddy waters of her name-
sake river pour into the sea.

The Fraser River forms the southern
boundary of the city of Vancouver. The
northern boundary is Burrard Inlet, which
the Fraser, pictured here from Prospect
Point, is about to enter.

Thirteen months ago, the Fraser appeared
on the opposite page as “Lady of the
Month”. That was in recognition of her
commissioning as a unit of the RCN and
Pacific Fleet on June 28, 1957. This time
she appears as a participant in B.C. Centen-
nial celebrations. The picture is produced
here by courtesy of The Vancouver Prov-
ince and was taken by their photographer
Bill Cunningham.

——n

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The Crowsnesit are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to obtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to
the Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, attention Photographic Section, quot-
ing the negative number of the photograph,
giving the size and finish required, and en-
closing a money order for the full amount,
payable to the Receiver General of Canada.

Sizes, finish and the new National Defence

~ standardized prices, follow:

4 x 5 (or smaller) glossy finish only .. $ .10

G'%: x 8% glossy finish only .......,.... 40
8 x 10 glossy or maite finish ,.......,. .50
11 x 14 matte finish only .............. 1.00
16 x 20 “ o e 3.00
20 x 24 o “ o PP 4.00
30 x 40 ‘ “ i e 8.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The Crowsnest may be sub-
scribed for at the rate of $1 for
12 issues. Orders, accompanied by
cheque or money order made to
the Receiver General of Canada,
should be sent to:

THE QUEEN’S PRINTER,

Department of Public Printing

and Stationery,

Ottawa, Ont.

Communications, other than those
relating to subscriptions, should
be addressed to:
EDITOR,
“The Crowsnest”
Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, Ont.

Authorized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa,
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The Stadacone band was led by A/Cd.
Off. (SB) Thomas Milner, band officer,
who rotated with Army and RCAF
bandmasters in conducting the cxcel-
lent musical program, which -opened
with Cd. Off, Milner directing the
massed bands in a nautlical medley.

Many visitors to the capital were
among those who filled every available
seat in the special stands which had
been erected for the day, while others
grouped around the band enclosure or
sat on the lawns throughout the two-
hour concert.

Like their colleagues from Naden, the
Stadacona musicians have been particu-
larly busy this year. Among many en-
gagements so far, they have played at
the opening of the June Fair in I—Ialifax
and at the official opening of the soft-
ball league in that city.

The Stadacona band came into exist-
ence wnen ne noyal Cduddian ivavarl

Volunteer Reserve Band was formed in-

Halifax in January, 1940, under {the
command of Lt.-Cdr. A. E. Zeally. It
grew steadily as the war progressed, and
at the end of hostilities totalled 60 mem-
bers. It was in demand for many per-
formances and was chosen to play at
the Canadian National Exhibition in
1942. It also toured the Maritimes ex-
tensively during those years.

When the war ended, nearly all the
bandsmen were discharged. Of those
who were left, Lt. (SB) S. E. F. Sunder-
land (now bandmaster and officer-in-
charge of the RCN School of Music,
Naden, and Staff Officer (Bands) on the
staff of FOPC), CPO Michael N¢ld, CPO
V. C. Goodridge and PO William Stitt
went to Naden in February 1946 to help
in recruiting and training new bands-
men. They returned to Stadacone in
December 1946 with a band of 14 men
and Lt. Sunderland as bandmaster.

Since then the band has been in
demand for concerts and has made
many tours, among which have been
trips to New York and to many cities
and towns in Canada.

On the occasion of Her Majesty’s visit
to Canada in 1951 as Princess Elizabeth,
the band was chosen to play for the
RCN Royal Guard, mounted in Halifax.

The band serving in the Bonaventure
is also drawn from the Stadacona band,
which acts as the depot for all east
coast bands. As a result, many of the
Stadacona bandsmen have been afloat
on a number of goodwill cruises. They
are usually rotated between ships and
shores about every two years.

A unique feature of the band is that
it is the only one of the RCN with a
string section, which plays for such
occasions as mess dinners. It also has

a l4-picce dance orchestra and a Dixie-
land combination.

Lt.~Cdr. (SB) H. G. Cuthbert suc-
ceeded Li. Sunderland in July 1956 as
bandmaster and also serves as Staff
Officer (Bands) on the staff of the Flag
Officer Atlantic Coast.,

SACLANT Marks
Dominion Day

The 91st anniversary of Canada as a
self-governing dominion in the British
Empire was observed with special cere-
monies on Tuesday, July 1, at the Nor-
folk, Virginia, headquarters of Admiral
Jerauld Wright, USN, NATO’s Supreme
Allied Commander Atlantic,

Vice-Admiral L. S. Sabin, USN,
Chief of Staff and Aide to SACLANT
presented the Canadian flag to the
honoured nation’s representative, Cap-
tain C. P. Nixon, RCN, Assistant Chief
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tion, who in turn presented his country’s
colours 1o the U.S. Marine Corps Colour
Guard for hoisting with the flags of the
14 other NATO nations.

The ceremonies included playing of
the national anthems of the United
States and Canada by a U.S. Navy band,
and the parading of the U.S. Marine
Corps Honour Guard. )

A dministra
Adminisira-

O1ttawa Post for
Captain Liitler )

Captain John C. Littler, commanding
officer of the Ontario, has been ap-
pointed Co-ordinator of the Joint Staff
at National Defence Headquarters in
Ottawa.

Captain Littler will be granted the
acting rank of commodore while hold-
ing his new appointment which begins
in September.

Air Squadrons
Train at Coast

Five naval reserve air squadrons
from as many naval divisions arrived
at the Royal Canadian Naval Air
Station, Shearwater, July 6 for 12
days training.

The five squadrons which formed the
Reserve Air Group were: VC 920, Tor-
onto; VC 921, Kingston; VC 922, Vic-
toria; VC 923, Quebec City and VC 924,
Calgary. This is the second year that
aircrew and ground personnel of the
RCN(R) have carried out summer
training as a single component.

Highlighting the concentrated train-
ing program was a conversion course
for 20 naval reserve pilots to the RCN’s
two engine CS2F (Tracker) aircraft.
The Tracker is the Navy’s anti-subma-
rine aircraft used on carrier operations.

Other training, which is designed to
provide refresher and advanced courses

for pilots, obsérvers and observer’s
mates, was carried out in Avengers,
Harvards and Expeditors. In addition
to flight training, the courses give prac-
tical experience to air maintenange
staffs.

A total of 45 air crew and 50 ground
personnel of the naval reserve {ook part
in the 12-day exercises.

Commanding the Reserve Air Group
during the training period was Lt.-Cdr.
(P) G. D. Westwood., His executive
officer was Lt, (P) J. K. Dawson.

Other officers forming the administra-
tive section were: Lt. (P) J. W. Paton,
RCN, Lt. (P) G. F. Watson, and L.
(P) R. L. Rogers. They are the perma-
nent force officers who provide the ad-
ministration for the naval rescrve
squadrons throughout the year.

Instructors Take
Summer Courses

Four naval instructor officers from
HMCS Venture, naval officer training
establishment, and the RCN Preparatory
School for officer candidates, are at-
tending summer school courses at the
University of British Columbia.

Instructor Lieutenants R. K. Sparkes,
D. H. Tait, B. W. Green and Instr,
Lt.-Cdr. W. B. Arnold are university
graduates and fully qualified teacliers
with experience in civilian high schools
and naval schools.

These officers, who teach classes of
naval cadets and officer candidates at
the junior and senior matriculation
level, will take post-graduate courses in
education, languages and science during
the coming summer.

The provision of courses in education
for naval instructor officers is in keep-
ing with the navy’s’ policy of keeping
abreast of the latest methods in educa-
tion and training.

Ambush Returns
To Atlantic Command

The Royal Navy submarine Ambush
arrived at Halifax June 19, from
England to join the Sixth Submarine
Squadron.

This is the second tour of duty at
Halifax for the Ambush since the Sixth
Submarine Squadron was formed in
March 1955. The 1,120-ton boat served
with the squadron from then until May
1956. She is now under the.command
of Lt.-Cdr. Peter Roe, RN.

Another unit of the squadron, the
Amphion, sailed for England June 24
after 18 months of service with the
Atlantic Fleet. The Amphion, com-
manded by Lt.-Cdr. Kenneth Vause,
logged approximately 25,000 miles in
exercises with Canadian ships and air-
craft.
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THE CAPTURE OF ST. JOHN'S

N THE HISTORY of war there are

many riddles. One of the minor ones
is why in 1762 the Duc de Choiseul
should have despatched from France an
expedition to seize St. John'’s, New-
foundland, although Britain had won
such superiority in the North Atlantic
that any success obtained could not be
supported,

Louisbourg had fallen in 1758, Quebec
in 1759 and Monireal in 1760. However,
the Peace of Paris had not yel been
signed and it is possible that France
sought some occupied point in North
America to provide an argument against
the complete loss of New France.

Or possibly it was hoped to draw off
substantial British naval forces and
thus to facilitate an invasion of England
which the Duc as Minister of War
planned with combined Franco-Spanish
forces; perhaps the whole manceuvre
arose from the very human desire
to achieve a success, however small,
against an enemy who had won so often
recently,

‘Whatever the motive a small squad-
ron under the command of Captain de
Ternay slipped out of Brest May 8,
1762: Le Robuste, 74; L’Eveille, 64; La
Garonne, 44; La Licorne, 32; the Gra-
mont, bomb ketch; and transports for a
force of some thousand troops com-
manded by Le Comte d’Haussonville.

On June 20 this force sailed into St.

John’s, overcame the small garrison
and proceeded to destroy property and
fishing vessels. Word was passed to the
Governor, Captain Thomas Graves,
R.N., fortunately absent at the time in
Placentia, who forthwith sent a vessel
to Halifax warning Lord Colvill, C-in-C
of the North American Squadron, that
the enemy had arrived.

Commodore Colvill sailed at once for
Placentia, landed marines there to
strengthen the garrison and proceeded
with Captain Graves to St. John’s {o
establish a blockade. His force con-
sisted of the Northumberland, 74 (Cap-
tain Nathaniel Bateman), which wore
his broad pendant, Antelope, 50 (Cap-
tain Thomas Graves), Gosport, 44
(Captain John Jervis), Syren, 20 (Cap-

tain Charles Douglas), and Boston, a

20-gun armed ship.

It was not until July 20 that the
Commander-in-Chief, Major-General
Jeffrey Amherst, received the news in
New York, With characteristic energy
and decision he collected all the troops
he could (the Havana expedition was

still away), prepared transports, gave
command of the army to his brother,
Lt,~Col. William Ambherst, and sent him
off {o drive out the invaders, although
this meant reducing the garrisons of
New York, Halifax and Louishourg to
token forces. The expedition, consist-
ing of seven transports left Sandy Hook
August 15 with 200 {roops, reached
Halifax on the 26th, embarked about
1,000 troops drawn from the Massachu-
setts Provincials, the Royal Regiment
and the Montigomerys, sailed again
September 1 for Louisbourg, arrived on
the 5th, took on 400 troops from the
45th Regiment, sailed on the 7th and
joined up with Lord Colvill’s squadron
off Petty Harbour on the 11th.

It is of interest to note that French
power to prevent this movement of men
and material was considered so slight
after the blockade of their forces in St.
John’s had been established, that no
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convoying warships were asked for. The
time taken will dismay modern plan-
ners and staff officers logistics, and it is
also of interest that neither naval com-
mander nor the Commander-in-Chief
asked or waited for instructions from
Headquarters but acted immediately.
General Amherst records that he
assumed the Admiralty would reinforce
Lord Colvill as soon as they received
the word of Captain de Ternay’s bold
assault. In this he was not mistaken:
Shrewsbury, 74 (Captain Hugh Palli-
ser), Superb, 74 (Captain Joshua Row-
ley), Bedford, 64 (Captain William
Martin), and the 32-gun frigate Min-
erva (Captain Joseph Peyton) sailed
from England August 12 and arrived in
St. John’s September 20, too late for
the action, but in time to assist with
the evacuation of the prisoners. In
addition—and much more important—
substantial naval forces under Admiral
Sir Edward Hawke, flying his flag in
the 100-gun Royal George, cruised off
Ushant and the Bay of Biscay to inter-
cept any French warships which might

have Dbeen sent to bolster Captain de
Ternay.

The troops were landed al Torbay
September 13 after it had been found
that the planned approach through
Quidi Vidi (called by Colonel Amherst
“Kitty Vitty” and still pronounced that
way) had been bhlocked by the French,.
Colonel Amherst’s journal for Septem-
ber 12 and 13 gives an excellent picture
of how the Navy and Army worked
together to achieve a landing:

“12th. Very little wind in the morn-
ing. I went on board the North-
umberland. Lord Colvill has pro-
vided a number of Shallops to bring
our stores round from Torbay to
Kitty Vitty, so soon as we have
taken our post and opened it. There
being no anchoring for the Men of
War or Transport off there, the get-
ting these Shallops was a most
absolutely mnecessary measure for
the landing of everything, the path
from Torbay to St.. John’s being
narrow and bad, for a great part of
the way, and the distance much too
great to think of keeping a com-
munication for bringing stores that
way. I desired his Lordship to get
as many of these Shallops as he
could. The wind freshened towards
noon. I went aboard the Syren, and
we looked into the Harbour of St.
John’s and to the opening of the
gut of Kitty Vitty, whilst the Fleet
and transports kept out. The Syren
conducted the transports into Tor-
bay and Lord Colvill with the rest
of the Fleet kept out. The trans-
ports did not come to an anchor
before dark. I went out of the
Syren in a boat, before we came to
an anchor, and viewed the Bay;
found the bottom of it a very good
place to land at. Commanded a good
deal by hills to the right and left,
upon which e few men shewed
themselves. The path to St. John’s
turned short up a hill to the left.
I immediately prepared everything
for landing early the next morning.
Lord Colvill had sent in all the Men
of War’s boats, and these with the
Shallops and transports’ boats,
were divided amongst the several
Corps. Captain Douglas ordered
them all to the transports. I in-
tended that three Corps of Light
Infantry should land just as the
moon arose, to take possession of
the commanding ground to the left,
and they had their boats ready for
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afternoon, and see the gérrison lay

“down their Arms.”

The articles of capitulation, which
contain the French proposals and the
English replies thereto, are as follows:

“Demands of the garrison of St
John’s and, in general, the troops
that are in it;—
The French troops shall surrender
prisoners of war—-Agreed to,
The officers and subaltern officers
shall keep their arms to preserve
good order among their troops.-—
Agreed to.
Good ships shall be granted to carry
the officers, grenadiers, and private
men, either wounded or not, to
France in the space of one month,
on the coast of Brittany.—Agreed
to. (Lord Colvill will, of course,
embark them as soon as he can).
The goods and effects of both offi-
cers and soldiers shall be preserved,
His Britannick Majesty’s itroops
never pillage. The gate will be
taken possession of this afternoon,
and the garrison will lay down their
arms.
This is to be signed by Lord Colwvill,
but it will remain at present as
afterwards, in full force.

Camp before St. John’s, 18

Sept., 1762.

Wm. Amherst

Le Compte D’Haussonwville” -

British casualties were 12 killed, 38
wounded; the French lost 770 prison-
ers and the remainder were, killed or
missing except for those who were for-
tunate enough to obtain passage in the
warships of de Ternay.

During the dark hours of September
15-16, the French Squadron, favoured
by a westerly breeze and a dense fog,
slipped out of Si. John’s, ghosted
through the blockade and returned
safely to Corunna in due course after
eluding three separate British naval
forces en route. Although Colonel Am-
herst was informed of indicative enemy
activity, his communications did not
allow him to inform ILord Colvill in
time for the intelligence to be of opera-
tional wvalue. ‘

On September 19 after the French
garrison had capitulated, the British
warships came into the harbour. On
the 23rd 770 French prisoners of war
embarked in the transports James and
Fanny and left on the 24th for England,
By October 2 all the British forces had
sailed for New York, Louisbourg or
Halifax and that afternoon Col. Amherst
left on board the 44-gun Enterprise
(Capt. J. Houlton) :

“Having settled everything regqrd-
ing the garrison and taken leave of

Lord Colwill after the uninterrupted
harmony that has subsisted between
us, which he mentioned at our
parting.”

This was an excellent combined op-
eration, decisive, amicable, considerate
and with a proper application of all
forces. Colvill’s quick blockades seal-
ing in the French and permitting the
free approach of the 1roops; General
Ambherst’s unhesitating decision to apply
his maximum forces at the earliest
moment; the employment of all naval
resources o land and support the army;
Colonel Ambherst’s skilful use of terrain
and surprise; the generous spirit shown
by both sides and by both services; all
these combined to make the expedition
a text-book example of a successful
amphibious enterprise.

The escape of the French warships,
while disappointing, does not detract
from the achievement of the aim: {to
restore St. John’s to the British flag. It
will be observed that modern methods
of communication and detection would
have brought the two squadrons to grips
at an early stage of the attempted flight,

Five letters were exchanged by the
French and English leaders before sur-
render was agreed upon:

1
Colonel Amherst to the French Com-
mander:
Camp before St. John’,
Sept 16, 1672.
Sir:
Humanity directs me to acquaint
you of my firm intentions. I know
the miserable stage your garri-
son is left in and I am fully in-
formed of your design of blowing
up the fort on quitting it; but have
a care, as I have taken measures
effectually to cut off your retreat,
and so sure as a match is put to the
train, every man of the garrison
shall be put to the sword. I must
have immediate possession of the
fort in the state it now is, or expect
the consequences.
I give you half an hour to think of
it.
I have the honour to be Sir,
Your most obedient humble
servant,
Wm. Amherst,
To the officer commanding in St.
John’s.
I

D’Haussonville to Colonel

Sept. 16, 1672

With regard to the conduct that
I shall hold, you may, sir, be mis-
informed. I wait for your troops
and your cannon; and nothing shall
determine me to surrender the fort

Count
Ambherst:

unless you shall have totally des-
troyed it and that I shall have no
more powder to fire,
I have the honour to be Sir,
Your most humble and most
obedient servant,
The Count D’Haussonville,,
111

Count D’Haussonville to Lt.-Col.
Ambherst;

Sir:

Under the wuncertainty of the

succors which I may receive either
from France or its allies, and the
Fort being entire and in a condition
for a long defence, I am resolved
to defend myself to the last ex~
tremity. The capitulation which
you may think proper to grant me,
will determine me to surrender the
place to you, in order to prevent
the effusion of blood of the men
who defend it, Whatever resolution
you come to, there is one left to
me, which would hurt the interests
of the Sovereign you serve,
I have the honour to be Sir,
Your most obedient humble
servant
The Count D’Haussonville.
Fort St. John
Sept 18, 1762.
v
Colonel Amherst to Count D’Hausson-
ville:
Camp before St. John’s
Sept 18, 1762
Sirs
"I have just had the honour of
your letter. His Britannick
Majesty’s fleet and army co-opera-
ting here will not give any other
terms to the garrison of St. John’s
than their surrendering Prisoners of
war. I don’t thirst after the blood
of the garrison but you must deter-
mine quickly or expect the conse-
quences for this is my final deter-
mination.
I am Sir,
Wm. Anmherst.
To Count D’Haussonville,
A%
Count D’Haussonville to Colonel
Amherst:
Sept. 18, 1762
I have received sir your letter
which you did me the honour to
write to me. I am as averse as you
to the effusion of blood. I consent
to surrender the fort in a good con-
dition as I have already acquainted
you, if the demands which I enclose
herewith are granted to my troops.
I have the honour
Le Compte D’Haussonville.

—C.H.L.
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HALF-YEARLY PROMOTIONS LIST

The names of 26 officers are con-

tained in the July half-yearly promo-
tions list of the Royal Canadian Navy.
The regular force is represented by 14
officers and the Royal Canadian Navy
(Reserve) by 12. The list of those
promoted follows:

_ ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY
To be Captain (3)

Cdr. (Acting Captain) R. M. Steele,
Director of Naval Organization, Naval
Headquarters, Ottawa.

Cdr. A. D. McPhee, Officer-in-Charge,
RCN Depot, Halifax.

Cdr. W. Timbrell, Executive Officer,
HMCS Shearwater.

To be Commander (6)

Lt.-Cdr. P. H. Cayley, recently in
command of HMCS Lanark and now
appointed to Staff of Naval Member,
Canadian Joint Staff, Washington.

Lt.-Cdr. E. V. P. Sunderland, Com-
manding Officer of HMCS Jonquiere.

Lt.-Cdr. (P) D. J. Sheppard, ap-
pointed from the RCAF Staff College,

Toronto, to the staff of the Chief of

Naval Personnel Naval Headquarters.

Lt.-Cdr. J. B. Young, Assistant Direc-
tor of Personnel (Officers) (Admini-
stration), Naval Headquarters.

Li.-Cdr. H. H. Smith, Staff Officer
Gunnery on the staff of the Naval Mem-
ber Canadian Joint Staff, Washington.

Lt.-Cdr. A. B. C. German, Command-
ing Officer of HMCS Sioux.

-

played on the Navy rugger teams on
‘both coasts.

Brian Roff Spencer was born on
January 8, 1907, in Alberni, B.C., and
entered the Royal Canadian Navy as
a cadet in 1924. He attended the Royal
Naval Engineering College in Plymouth,
England, and served in HMS Emperor
of India, and in HMS Valiant, British
Home Fleet battleship.

He returned to Canada late in 1931
and served for the next two years in
HMCS Saguenay.
an appointment at Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa, as Assistant Director of Naval
Engineering and in December of that
year became engineer officer of HMCS
Champlain (destroyer). Two years
later he returned to the Saguenay, and
on the outbreak of the Second World
War was appointed engineer officer of
the Skeena.

From mid-1940 until February 1941
Commodore Spencer was Director of
Engineering Personnel at Naval Head-
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In 1934 he took up -

" To be Captain (Engineering) (1)

Cdr. (Acting Captain) (E) C. G. H.
Daniel, Assistant Chief of Naval Tech-
nical Services (Air), Naval Headquar-
ters.

To be Commander (Engineering) (1)

Lt.-Cdr. (E) R. W. Edwards, Staff
Officer (Destroyer Escorts) on the staff
of the Engineer-in-Chief, Naval Head-
quarters.

To be Commander (Electrical) (1)

Lit.-Cdr. (L) R. A. Grossgurth, on the
staff ‘'of the Director of Personnel (Offi-
cers), Naval Headquarters.

To be Commander (Special Branch) (2)

Lt.-Cdr. G. J. Manson, Command Sea
Cadet Officer on the staff of the Com-
manding Officer Naval Divisions, Ham-
ilton.

Lt.-Cdr. (SB) H. G. Oliver, on the
staff of the Judge Advocate General,
National Defence Headquarters.

ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY
(RESERVE)

" To be Captain (2)

Cdr. (Acting Captain) A. Ross Web-
ster, Commanding Officer, HMCS Don-
nacona, Montreal.

Cdr. J. H. Stevenson, Commanding
Officer, HMCS Discovery, Vancouver.

To be Commander (2)

Li.-Cdr. J. P. McKenzie, HMCS Te-
cumseh, Calgary.

Lt.-Cdr. R. S. Bunyard, HMCS York,
Toronto.
To be Commander (E) (1)

Lt.-Cdr. (E) (AE) W. F. Walker,
HMCS Malahat, Victoria.
To be Captain (L) (1)

Cdr. (L) D. ¥. Mason, HMCS Don-
nacona, Montreal.
To be Instructor Captain (1)

Instr. Cdr. E. D. Walker,
Queen, Regina.

HMCS

To be Surgeon Captain (2)
Surg. Cdr. J. W. A. Duckworth, To-
ronto.

Surg. Cdr. C. M. Harlow, HMCS Sco-
tian, Halifax.

To be Captein (Supply) (1)
Cdr. (8) J. W. W. F. Goodchild,

Commanding Officer, HMCS York, To-
ronto.

To be Captain (SB) (1)

Cdr. (SB) James B. Mawdsley, Com-
manding Officer, University Naval
Training Division, University of Sas-
katchewan, Saskatoon.

To be Commander (SB) (1)

Lt.-Cdr. (SE) E. S. W. Belyea, Com-
manding Officer, University Training
Division, University of British Colum-
bia, Vancouver.

quarters. He then took up the ap-
pointment of officer-in-charge of the
Mechanical Training Establishment at
Esquimalt and in late 1842 assumed
identical duties on the East Coast.

He went overseas in December 1943
to supervise the machinery installation
in the Ontario, building at Belfast, and
remained as engineer officer on her
commissioning,

Commodore Spencer returned to
Headquarters in May 1946 and two
months later was appointed Assistant
Engineer-in-Chief, a title later changed
to Deputy Engineer-in-Chief.

In October 1948 he went to Esqui-
malt as Dockyard Superintendent and
Command Technical Officer, appoint-
ments that later were changed to Com-
modore Superintendent, Pacific Coast,
and Superintendent, HMC Dockyard,
Esquimalt.

Commodore Spencer took up the ap-
pointment of Engineer-in-Chief at
Naval Headquarters in September 1955.

Busy Summer
For Naden Band

What with rehearsals, performances
and travel, members of Naden’s band
are probably wondering when they will
have time to eat and sleep this Cen-
tennial summer in British Columbia.

From now until the end of August,
the famed 54-member band will fill a
host of engagements which include
playing for HRH the Princess Margaret
during her July visit to Victoria, par-
ticipating in the world-famous Calgary
Stampede, and the Pacific National Ex-
hibition in Vancouver.

Formed in August 1940 with an or-
iginal ‘'membership of about 20, the
Naden band has grown to its present
size and prominence under the direc-
tion and guidance of Lt. (SB) Stanley
Sunderland. He is officer-in-charge of
the band, and also serves as Staff Officer
(Bands) within the Pacific Command of
the RCN, '






Is There a Picture in the House?

Search Is on for Photographs
of Nearly 100 Wartime Ships

OST SAILORS treasure pictures
M of ships in which they at one
time served. This is particularly true
of wartime ships. .

It will come as surprise to many
that at Naval Headquarters there exist
no official photographs of almost 100
of HMC Ships which were in commis-
sion during the war years, 1939-1945.
Even though no official photographs
may have been taken, almost every
ship is bound to hdve been photo-
graphed at some time or another, most
probably during contractor’s trials or
around the time of her commissioning.

The Naval Historian is making every
effort to acquire these important his-
torical documents of the RCN before
it is too late. Perhaps the passing
years have rested so lightly on some
veterans of the war at sea that they
may not have realized how swift the
flight of those years is. Consider this:
some men who served in the Second
World War in their prime are now
drawing the old age pension; the cur-
rent crop of recruits for the Royal
Canadian Navy is being drawn from
youths who were born afier the war
began.

It appears obvious that, if the search
for pictures of warships of Second
World War vintage is to succeed, it
must be begun now. Many serving
officers and men of the RCN(R), as
well as naval veterans may be able to
provide photographs of these five-score
“missing ships”. If the prints are suit-
able (preferably beam or near-beam
views), they can be rephotographed and
the originals returned to their owners.
Interested readers, who locate pictures
of the ships listed below, should send
them to the Naval Historian, Naval
Headquarters, Ottawa.
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In addition to ships of which there
are no photographs, there are photo-
graphs in which the ships are unidenti-
fied. This resulted from the wartime
practice of air-brushing out pennant
numbers on the hulls of ships in photo-
graphs released for publication. In a
few cases the negatives were mislaid;

in others, the vital information is miss="

ing from the envelopes in which the
negatives are stored.

On the opposite page are reproduced
several pictures in which one or more
of the ships have not been identified.
By digging deep into their memories,
some Crowsnest readers may be able
to name the ships, and say when and
where the pictures were taken. Here
is what is known about them:

A

The negative of this photograph, a
particularly fine one, appears to be
lost. The identity of the ship in the
foreground is not known; the pennant
numbers of the corvette astern appear
to be K-145, which would make her
HMCS Arrowhead. The camouflage is
that of the Western Local Escort Force.
Points which may assist' identification
are: the vertical stanchion at the stem
and the absence of a bull-ring; the
crowsnest; the position of the D/F loop
and searchlight; the straight lines of
the gun-shield roof, and the particularly
unusual fact that she has an extended
forecastle with the mast stepped before
the bridge.

B

The negative number of this photo-
graph is NP-543. This corvette looks
very much like the one in photo A.
She is outward-bound from Halifax.

T N

C

This picture, negative number H-1485,
shows three early corvettes. Note the
two masts, the short forecastle and the
minesweeping davits aft.

D, E and F

The negative numbers of these pic-
tures are NF-1961, NF-1963 and NF-
1962, in that order. The sequence shows
two corvettes securing alongside. The
scene: St. John's, Newfoundland. The
weather: frosty. The date (according
to the photographer): March 2, 1943.
The pennant numbers are not clear.

In photo D, the corvette approaching
the jetty bears pennant number K-12
(?7), possibly K-121 (HMCS Rimouski)
or K-124 (HMCS Cobalt). Of the three
ships astern, the outside ship is K-152
(HMCS Sherbrooke). In photo E, the
“mystery ship” is secured. In photo F,
a consort has arrived alongside. She
may be K-122 and, if so, she is HMCS
Matapedia. The trouble is that convoy
escort records do not show either of
these combinations arriving in company
on March 2, 1943. '

Following is a list of HMC Ships,
1939-1945, of which there were no war-
time photographs at Naval Headquar-
ters as of April 30, 1958:

Algoma (K-127)

Asbestos (K-358)

Atholl (K-15)

Bras d’Or

Brockwville (J-270)

Buckingham (K-685)
Burlington (J-250)

Cape Breton (Frigate) (K-350)
Caribou (Armed Yacht)
Carlplace (K-664)
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BOOKS for the
SAILOR

ZEEBRUGGE

S DEATHLESS as the event itself
A is the debate as to what, if any-
thing, was accomplished in the attack
on Zeebrugge, 40 years this past April.
Among strategists and tacticians, pro-
fessional and amateur, from staff col-
lege students to armchair admirals (and
generals), the argument persists, the
one side contending it was an extrava-
gant, flamboyant failure, the other that
it was a brilliant, decisive success.

The affirmative gets new and strong
support in ‘“Zeebrugge, St. George’s
Day, 1918,” most recent of the many
books written on the subject. Without
reservation or qualifications, the author,
Barrie Pitt, declares that the Zeebrugge-
Ostend operation not only achieved its
tactical objective—sealing the hornet’s
nest of submarines at Bruges—but pro-
duced results and effects of far greater
importance and benefit to the Allies.

Lest it be inferred that the book con-
sists mainly of arguments in support of
the operation, it should be pointed out
that Mr. Pitt confines his review of the
evidence and presentation of his con-
clusions to a mere eight pages. The
preceding 200 pages are devoted to the
enterprise itself—its cause, its creation
and most particularly its .execution.
Fully and vividly, the author describes
the attack on Zeebrugge, the expedi-
tion against Ostend, and the individual
and collective exploits that so illum-
inated these associated operations.

Heroes there are in staggering ab-
undance, but the name that stands
above all others is the one synonymous
with Zeebrugge-—Roger Keyes. It was
Keyes who pulled the plan off the shelf,
beat it into shape, got it approved and
commanded the expedition. Like the
expedition, Keyes had his detractors,
and it is at these that Mr. Ross aims
his most withering blasts.

The book contains a number of il-
lustrations, maps and diagrams that as-
sist considerably in the appreciation
of personalities and events—R.C.H.

ZEEBRUGGE, St. George’s Day, 1918, by
Barrie Pitt; Cassell, London, published in
Canada by British Book Service (Canada)
Ltd.,, Kingswood House, 1068 Broadview
Avenue, Toronto 6; 237 pages; illustrated;
$4.23.
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BOOK OF INTEREST
TO NAVIGATORS

HM Stationery Office in London has
published for the National Maritime
Museum a small book entitled “The
Instruments of Navigation”.

This book is primarily a catalogue
of the navigational instruments in the
Museum, but the entries concerning

them have been grouped into types and
each type is prefaced by a short de-
scription of the instrument, its history
and how it is, or was, used.

It was prepared by Cdr. H. O. Hill,
the museum’s curator of instruments,
assisted by E. W. Paget-Tomlinson, now
of the shipping section of the Liver-
pol Public Museums.—Admiralty News
Summary.

CAVALRY ON ICE

Winter in The Netherlands can be
severe and lead to strange situations, as
those readers who served in North-West
Europe during the Second World War
may -recall. But nothing that befell
members of First Canadian Army can
compare with certain bizarre events
which took place during December 1572
and January 1795.

Midway in John L. Motley’s massive
five-volume history of “The Rise of the
Dutch Republic” is a brief description
of what occurred during the course of
an unusually cold spell in December
1572, after the Spaniards had sacked
Naarden and just before the notorious
Duke of Alva laid siege to Haarlem.

“A little fleet of armed vessels, be-
longing to Holland, had been frozen up
in the neighbourhood of Amsterdam.
Don Frederick, on his arrival from
Naarden, despatched a body of picked
men over the ice to attack the impris-
oned vessels. The crews had, however,
fortified themselves by digging a wide
trench . around the whole fleet, which
thus became for the moment an almost
impregnable fortress. Out of this frozen
citadel a strong band of well-armed-and
skilful musketeers sallied forth wupon
skates ‘as the besieging force advanced.
A rapid, brilliant, and slippery skirmish
succeeded, in which the Hollanders
accustomed to such sports, easily van-
quished their antagonists and drove
them off the field, with the loss of sev-
eral hundred left dead upon the ice.

‘“Twas a thing never heard of before
to-day’, said Alva, ‘to see a body of
harquebusiers thus skirmishing upon ‘a
frozen sea.’ In the course of the next
four-and- twenty hours a flood and a
rapid thaw released the vessels, which
all escaped to Enkhuizen, while a frost,
immediately and strangely succeeding,
made. pursuit impossible.” .

The era of limited warfare which was
to last for a century and a half, follow-
ing the conclusion of the religious wars
in Western Europe, found armies going
into winter quarters as soon as the
weather became inclement. But no

sooner had the armies of Revolutionary’

France introduced the ideas of national-
ism and total war, than there occurred
a similar phenomenon, although with a
different ending. This has been con-
cisely set forth by Lt.-Col. George T.
Denison of Toronto in his “History of
Cavalry” which won the Czar of Rus-
sia’s prize in 1877:

“One of the most extraordinary and
striking incidents in the history of
cavalry service occurred in the cam-
paign in Holland in the month of Janu-
ary, 1795. The moats and canals in
that country caused it to be so inter-
sected in the summer that cavalry could
hardly operate in it at all, but in the
winter of that year all the ditches and
watercourses were fozen, and gave a
free passage to horsemen and horse
artillery over the ice. The arsenal of
Dordrecht was taken in this way, the
troops crossing the frozen Lake Biesbos
to attack it; while, at the same time, the
French general, hearing that a portion
of the Dutch fleet was frozen up in the
neighbourhood of the Texel, and fearing
that it might get clear and set sail for
England, despatched a large force of
cavalry and flying artillery against it.
They moved rapidly through North Hol-
land, crossed the Zuyderzee on the ice,
and the strange spectacle was presented
of cavaliers and light artillery investing
ships of war and summoning them to
surrender.

“The commanders of the vessels, con-
founded at the idea of being charged
by cavalry, a species of attack they had
never anticipated, surrendered without
resistance, and to the French hussars
belongs the credit of having been the
only cavalry that ever captured a fleet
of war vessels on the sea.”J. Mackay
Hitsman, Army Historical Section, in
the Canadian Army Journal.




LOWER DECK PROMOTIONS | |

Following is a further list of promo-
tions of lower deck personnel. The list
is arranged in alphabetical order, with
each new rating, branch and {irade
group shown opposite the name,

ALLAN, John G. .+....,.. .....LSEG2
ARCHAMBAULT, Laurence E, ., LSCS2
ARMSTRONG, Glenford W, ... . LSAP2

BEATON, John A, ,....., .+ ...LSEM1
BEAUCHEMIN, Jaeques J. ,,..C25H4
BEAULIEU, Raymond G, ,..... LSVS2
BELANGER, Guy J. ,......... LSEM1
BINETTE, Patrice J, .......... LSRA2
BISSONNETTE, Fernand J, ....P2PW2
BLACK, William W. ........... C20T4
BOWDEN, Richard L, ,......., P1RT4
BOWES, Edwin W, ............ P2MA2
BRADFORD, Wayne ........... P1SH3
BRADSHAW, Kenneth E, ...... LSBD2
BRYAN, Earl R. ..........0.u. P2MA2
BUCKOSKI, Robert .,......... LSEA2
BURLEY, Paul L, .....,...... LSMA2
BUSSARD, Robert P. ......... LSMA2
CAMPBELL, Cyril F, ......... LSBD2
CAMPEAU, Robert J. ,..... ... LSPW2
CANNON, Charles T. ,......... LSNS2
CANUEL, Gabriel H. .......... C2EM4
CATHRINE, John R. .......... P1SW3
CAULIER, Alfred ... .......... LSMA2
CAZA, Robert A. ..,.......... LSCK2
CHAPMAN, Roger A. .......... LSCV1
CHRISTIE, Robert W. ....,...LSMA2
CLARK, George A. ............ C2EM4
CLARK, Robin C. .......,..... P2MA2
COCKHEAD, John G. ....,....LSEMI1
COLLINS, Frederick W, ....,.. LSCR1
COOK, Hugh L. ............... LSNS1
COONES, Howard A. ......... LSAW2
COOPER, Lawrence R. ........ LSAA1
CORLIES, Grant J. ........... LSMA2

COURNOYER, Gracien J. ,,,..LSEM1
COWLEY, Jay W. . .ovuiveurvins LSEMI1
COWPER, Peter W, ........... P1PW3
CURTIN, Bryan A, ......... ,..LSEMI1.
DAVIS, Clyde N, ........ e LSAA1
DAWSON, Joseph G, .....,.... LSMA2
DAWSON, Malcolm D, .,.,...... LSED2
DEACON, Frederick R. ...,. ,..P20M2
D’EON, Douglas A, .....,.cvvurn P2EG3
DENT, Keith D, ..,......0vvye LSRT2
DESLIPPE, Everette B, .,.,.... LSSW1
DEVEREAUX, Leonard A. ..... LSVS2
DORUSH, Kenneth L. ,....,,.. LSCS2
DUCHESNEAU, Joseph R. ..... P2vSs2
DUNFORD, Carl O. ,.......... LSAA1
ECCLES, Joseph R. ,.,..,..... LSMA2
EHLER, Denton R. ,..... e LSEMI1
ENGLER, MaX. ..ovvvrervnros. LSEA2
FAULKNER, George A. ........ P2RT3 -
FAWNS, William D, ........... P1HA3
FENLON, Robert M. ...,...,.... C2VS3
FERRELL, John D. ........... P1SW3
FORTIN, Jean-Claude J, ...... P2MA2
FOWLER, Gerald K. ....,....,. P2MA3
FRENCH, William G. .......... P2BD3
GAGNER, Dieudonne R. ....... LSEM1
GAGNON, Edgar C. ........... LSPW1
GIFFORD, Arthur A. .......... LSCD2
GILBERT, Arthur V. ........., Cl1ER4
GIROUX, Lucien J. .....,vvu.n. P2NS2
GLASSMAN, Walter ....,..... P2EM2
GOSSEL, Delmar A. .......... LSPW2
GRAHAM, Douglas F. ......... P2EM2
GRANGER, Andre J. .......... LSEM]1
GREGOIRE, Jeanne E. ....,, WP2MX2
GREGORASH, Paul T. ...,.... LSNS2
GUDGEL, William A. ...... ", ..LSMA1
HEWENS, Gordon R. .......... P2EM2
HILL, Kenneth M. ............ P2EM2

“It’s not the ABs that worry me; it’s those leading hands.”

HOBDAY, Gordon F. .......... LSEM?2
INGLES, Harold R. ............ LSTD1
JARDINE, William G. ......... LSRC2
JENKINS, Donald H. .......... C25T4
JOYCE, Frederick ............. C2LA4
KATZER, Robert A. ........... P1VS3
LACHANCE, Claude J. ........ LSSW2
LACHAPELLE, Jean J. ....... LSSW2
LAPORTE, Bernard R. ........ LSCK2
LARSON, Ruth A. ........... WLWE2
LAST, Robert G. .............. LSQR1
LAWRIE, Robert W. .......... LSEM1
LECLAIR, John V. ............ LSRP1
LENNOX, Wilbert N. ......... LSMA?2
LEONARD, Thomas J. ........ PIMA3
MacKINNON, Russell A, ...,... P2CV2
MacPHAIL, Kenneth W. ....... LSBD2
McCOURT, John .............. LSRC1
McDERMID, Douglas J. ....... LSEM1
McGUIRE, Terrence E. ........ LSTD1
McKAY, Alexander K. ..,...... LSNS1
McKERRACHER, Caron A. ..,.P1RT4
McSHANE, William D. ........ LSTD2
MAILHOT, Jean J. ........... LSMA2
MAJOR, Joseph J. ............ P2SW2
MARSCH, John E. ............. PINS3
MARTIN, Adelard J. ........., LSNS1
MAW, Arnold F. .............. P1VS3
MILLER, Austin S, ........... LSMA2
MOORE, Royston ............. P1IMA3
MOORE, Thomas W. ........... P2LLA3
MORROW, William A. ........ P2PW2
NEVITT, Neal J. ............. LSMA2
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