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visit to the island last spring.

Mediterranean (M4 G-3044).

Cover Photo — HMCS Magnificent gives the impression of
solid strength as she lies quietly at anchor in the blue Caribbean
waters off Barbados. The photo was taken during the carrier’s

Early in August, with HMCS Micmac in company, the -
Magnificent sets sail from Halifax on a training cruise to the

LADY OF THE MONTH

Last month it was her sister-ship and running-
mate, HMCS Antigonish, who filled the place
of honor, It is only right, therefore, that this
month’s Lady be HMCS BEACON HILL,

Built by Yarrows Limited, Victoria, the
Beacon Hill was commissioned in May 1944,
She sailed to the Fast Coast by way of the
Panama Canal, worked up at Bermuda and
then proceeded to Londonderry, by way of
St. John's, to become senior ship of an escort
group.

Paid off into reserve after the war, the
Beacon Hill was jetty-bound until May 1949,
when she was recommissioned as a training
ship. Since then she and the Antigonish have
been practically inseparable as they carried
out their sea training assignments on the West
Coast. (E-15226).

* d Kk

Negative numbers of RCN photographs
reproduced in The "“Crowsnest”’ are included
with the caption for the benefit of persons
wishing to oEtain prints of the photos.

This they may do by sending an order to the
Superintendent of Photography (Navy), Defence
Headquarters, Ottawa, quoting the negative
number of the photograph, giving the size and
type required, and enclosing a money order
for the full amount, payable to the Receiver

' General of Canada.

Size - and finishes available, with prices,
follow:

4 x 5 glossy finishonly............ $ .05
5x 7 glossy or matte finish......... 15
8x10 “ &« & & . .30
11 x 14 matte finish only............. .50
14x17 ¢ “ . . .80
16x920 ¢ “ L N 1.20
20 x 924 ¢ “ R 1.50
30x40 * “ L 3.00

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

"It -is possible to subscribe for
personal copies of the **Crowsnest"'
“at the rate of $1 a year for 12
issues.

Persons desirous of receiving
their own private copies by mail
should send their orders, accom-
panied by cheque or money order
made out to the Receiver General
of Canada, to:—

THE KING'S PRINTER,
75 ST. PATRICK STREET
OTTAWA, ONT.
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course at Nat10na1 Defence College,
Kingston.

Captain D. L. Raymond to HMCS
Shearwater in command. Former ap-
pointment: Executive officer, HMCS
Ontario.

Commander J. C. Littler to HMCS
Huron in command. Present appoint-
ment: Executive Officer, HMCS
Stadacona.

Commander A. B. Fraser-Harris to
Stadacona as Executive Officer. Pres-
ent appointment: Commanding offi-
cer, HMCS Nootka.

Commander E. E. G. Boak to
HMCS Ontario as Executive Officer.
From courses in United Kingdom.

Commander G. A. LaRue to HMCS
Donnacona as Staff Officer (Adminis-
tration). Fresent appointment: Naval
Headquarters on attachment to the
Secretariat of the Chiefs of Staff.

Commander M. G. Stirling to
HMCS Micmac in command. Present
appointment: Naval Headquarters as
Director of Naval Communications.

Commander R. L. Hennessy to
HMCS Quebec on commissioning as
Executive Officer. Present appoint-
ment: Stadacona as Officer-in-Charge,
Junior COfficers’ Technical and Leader-
ship Course.

Commander W. M. Landymore to‘

HMCS Iroquois on commissioning in
command. Present appointment:
Naval Headquarters as Director of
Manning and Personnel Statistics.

"~ Commander R. P. Welland to
HMCS Stadacona as Officer-in-
Charge, JOTLC. At present serving
temporarily as Chief of Staff to the
Flag Officer Pacific Coast.

Commander J. M. Leeming to
HMCS Naden as Manning Com-
mander West Coast. Present appoint-
ment: HMCS Naden as Reserve
Training Commander.

Commander G. C. Edwards to
HMCS Shearwater as Commander
(Air). Present appointment: RCAF
Station, Chatham, N.B.; for jet con-
version course.

Commander J. A. Charles to Naval
Headquarters as Director of Naval
Communications. Present appoint-
ment: HMCS Stadacona as Officer-
in-Charge, HMC Communications
School.

Commander E. T. G. Madgwick to
Naval Headquarters as Director of
Manning and Personnel Statistics.
Present appointment: HMCS Huron
in command.

Commander (L) H. L. Crawford to
HMCS Quebec on commissioning as
Electrical Officer. Formerly Principal
Naval Overseer West Coast.

Commander R. M. Steele to HMCS
Crescent in command. Present ap-
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Seagoing Rabbits
Just Full of Tricks

Navy jargon proved too much for an
inquisitive: UNTD cadet who was
making a Cook’s tour of HMCS La
Hulloise just after he joined the ship.

In one of the messdecks he noticed a
tiddly sea chest and asked his guide
what it was. The latter, who shall go
unnamed, replied, tongue-in-cheek,
“That’s a rabbit box.”

That stopped the cadet for a moment
but as the rest of the group moved off
to other shipboard mysteries, the cadet
examined the box more closely and was
heard to mutter:

“Hmm, wonder how they breathe.”

pointment: Naval Headquarters as
Deputy Director of Naval Reserves.

Commander T. S. R. Peacock to
Naval Headquarters as Deputy Direc-
tor of Naval Reserves. Former ap-
pointment: Executive Officer, HMCS
Athabaskan.

Commander R. W. Murdoch to
HMCS Cornwallis as Officer-in-
Charge, HMC Communications
School. Present appointment: HMCS
Beacon Hill in command.

Lieut.-Cdr. R. M. Young to HMCS
Ontario as First Lieutenant-Com-
mander. Present appointment: Naden
as Manning Commander West Coast.

Lieut.-Cdr. G. H. Hayes to HMCS
Naden as Reserve Training Comman-
der. Present - appointment: HMCS
Crescent in command.

Lieut.-Cdr.
HMCS Beacon Hill in command.
Present appointment: HMCS Naden
as" Officer-in-Charge, Gunnery Train-
ing Centre.

W eddings
Lieut. John Howard, HMCS York, to Miss
Nancy Jones, of Halifax.
Lieut. Dugald Wales, HMCS Stadacona, to
Miss Yvonne Anne Mowat, of Trail, B.C,

Lieut. (S) Arnold Bronskill, staff of Prin-
cipal Naval Overseer, Montreal, to Miss
Margaret Fitzgerald, of Halifax.

Chaplain (P) Frederick Temple Kingston,

HMCS Cornwallis, to Miss Pauline Boyd .

Smith, of Toronto.

Commissioned  Stores Officer Frank
Bentley, Naval Headquarters, to Miss Ella
Pelletier, of Hull, P,

CPO Douglas W. Cooke, HMCS Shear-
water, to Miss Sybil M. Hibbert, of Halifax,

CPO Arthur Speed, HMCS Shearwater, to
Miss Margaret J. Crooks, of Halifax.

PO Ingram M. Cassidy, HMCS Shear-
water, to Miss Helen Lovett, of Dartmouth.

Ldg. Sea. Leonard Bonner, HMCS Magni-
ficent, to Miss Beatrice Miller, of Mosher
River, N.S.

Ldg. Sea. Robert McCallum, HMCS Atha-
baskan, to Miss Kathleen Mar garet Beaver-
idge, of Victoria.

AB Boyd Bishop, HMCS Crescent, to Miss
Donna Miller, of Kentville, N.S.

J. W. McDowall to

AB Jean Blanchett, HMCS Magnificent,
to Miss Joyce Dorey, of Western Shore, N.S.

-AB Daniel Forbes, HMCS Micmac, to Miss
Joan Crosbie, of Hamilton, Ont.

AB Robert Pace, HMCS Magnificent, to
Miss June A. Foster, of Timerlea, N.S.

Ord. Sea. D. M. Robertson, HMCS Stada-
cona, to Miss Janet Jean MacKay, of Halifax.

Births

To Lieut.~-Cdr. (8) J. W. Maxwell, HMCS
Ontario, and Mrs. Maxwell, a son.

To Lieut. D. S. Bethune, HMCS La
Hulloise, and Mrs. Bethune, a son.

To Lieut. W. E. Clayards, HMCS Naden,
and Mrs. Clayards, a son.

To Lieut. Arthur McDonald, HMCS La
Hulloise, and Mrs. McDonald, a daughter.

To Lieut. George MacFarlane, HMCS
Stadacona, and Mrs, MacFarlane, a daughter.

To Lieut. M. A. Turner, HMCS Stada-
cona, and Mrs. Turner, a daughter.

To Lieut. H. J. Wade, HMCS Ontario, and
Mrs. Wade, a son.

To Lieut. G. B. Wither, HMCS Naden, and
Mrs. Wither, a son.

To Lieut. (8) D. S. McNichol,
Stadacona, and Mrs. McNichol, a son.

To Lieut. (SB) W. ]J. Swiniarski, Naval

HMCS

. Headquarters, and Mrs. Swiniarski, a son.

To Commissioned Engineer F, E. Shea,
HMCS Magnificent, and Mrs. Shea, a
daughter.

To CPO Clifford Giles, HMCS Micmac,
and Mrs. Giles, a son.

To CPO Donald Newton, HMCS York,
and Mrs. Newton, a daughter.

To PO Edward Bryson, HMCS Crescent,
and Mrs. Bryson, a son.

To PO John Cariou, HMCS Ontario, and
Mrs. Cariou, a daughter.

To PO Hjalmar Davidson, HMCS Cres-
cent, and Mrs. Davidson, a son.

To PO Gordon Fenn, Naval Headquarters,
and Mrs. Fenn, a daughter.

To PO John Meadwell, HMCS Micmac,
and Mrs, Meadwell, a daughter

To PO Louis Melanson, HMCS Crescent,
and Mrs. Melanson, a son.

To PO Norman Peer, HMCS Ontario,
and Mrs. Peer, twin sons.

To PO John Slusarenko, HMCS Naden,
and Mrs. Slusarenko, a daughter.

To PO K. R. Taylor, HMCS Ontario, and
Mrs. Taylor, a daughter.

To PO Ken White, Naval Headquarters,
and Mrs. White, a son.

To PO Alan Worrall, HMCS Ontario, and
Mrs. Worrall, a son.

To Ldg. Sea. Douglas Dickson, HMC
Naval Radio Station, Aldergrove, and Mrs.
Dickson, a son. :

To Ldg. Sea. Robert Godman, HMCS
Magnificent, and Mrs. Godman, a son.

To Ldg. Sea. Eugene Hovey, HMCS
Stadacona, and Mrs. Hovey, a daughter.

To Ldg. Sea. Peter MacMurdo, HMCS
Cornwallis, and Mrs. MacMurdo, a daughter.

To Ldg. Sea. R, W. Reid, HMCS Corn-
wallis; and Mrs. Reid, a daughter.

To Ldg. Sea. Ernest Riva, HMCS Sta-
dacona, and Mrs. Riva, a daughter.

To AB Alan Mclntyre, HMCS La Hulloise,
and Mrs. Mclntyre, a son.

To Ord. Sea. Edwin Hucker, HMCS Mic-
mac, and Mrs. Hucker, a son.






Looking Astern

Acorn of the RCN
- HM Provincial Marine

by C. H. J. SNIDER

(from ““Schooner Days,” The Toronto Telegram, March 3, 1951)

“GJ]I'_' WO leaky destroyers locked up
in a garage in Halifax’’ was the
Canadian Navy as described around

1920 by T. L. Church, KC, MP,

seven times Mayor of Toronto. At
the beginning of the last (we hoped)
war it was six modern destroyers,
five small minesweepers and two
training yachts. Schull’s Official Ac-
count of Canadian Naval Operations
in the Second World War names 427
“principal ships”, with their com-
manding officers. Of these, 101 were
I airmiles and motor torpedo boats,
122 corvettes, 71 frigates, 73 mine-
sweepers, 27 destroyers, 12 Algerines,
two cruisers, two escort carriers, two
depot ships, three armed merchant-
men, six armed yachts and six patrol
vessels.

All this argosy, more numerous
than the Spanish armada, sprang
from Schooner Days. ;

Yes, the first British keel of any
kind to cleave the blue waters of the
Great Lakes was a schooner’s. This
schooner. was the origin of His
Majesty’s Provincial Marine, and
the Provincial Marine was the ances-
tress of the Royal Canadian Navy.

The Provincial Marine fought four
wars for Canada and founded one of
the world-great transportation sys-
tems.

It was not the Royal Navy on duty
in the colony; it was the naval de-
partment of the new Province of
Canada, which became the provinces
of Upper and Lower Canada, and it
handled all the internal defence and
transportation requirements of the
new country until the Rush-Bagot
disarmament agreement restricted na-
vies on the Great Lakes to the vanish-
ing point.

It fought the French in the Seven
Years’ War, it broke Pontiac’s siege
of Detroit in the Indian wars, it
held every British post on the Great
Lakes in' the War of American In-
dependence, and it fought to victory
in the. War of 1812. And we still had
our “‘provincial” gunhoats for the
Fenian Raids and afterwards, so
that when the Statute of Westminster
made a modern Canadian navy pos-
sible the Provincial Marine came to
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life again in the RCN.

Nor did the Frovincial Marine
rust and rot in peacetime. It was not
only Britain’s inland naval force in
America, but Canada’s whole trans-
portation system. The Great Lakes
and rivers were the only trunk lines
and highways until roads were cut
through the wilderness and railways
began.

It handled all the freight and
passenger traffic of the incoming
Loyalists and early immigration and
all the requirements of the civil
administration of the growing prov-
inces. It was thus the mother of the
fleets of schooners which private
enterprise provided, and the grand-
mother of the present 3,000 steel
steamers and motorships, Canadian
and American, which transport
200,000,000 tons of essentials annually
for the fifty million population of
the Great Lakes area.

The Provincial Marine began with
ships built under the supervision of
Royal Navy officers in ‘“American”

waters, as they were in 1755 — Lake
George, Lake Champlain and Lake
Ontario. These ships were commanded
by RN officers and manned by RN
seamen at first, but in five years, with
the conquest of Canada, officers and
crews began to become localized.
Alexander Grant, for example, a
young RN lieutenant, rose to com-
mand on Lake Champlain before
Wolfe took Quebec, and with the
conquest Grant made Canada his
home, became Commodore of the
western division of the Provincial
Marine, with headquarters at Detroit,
acquired an estate there, built Grant
Castle, and became a member, and
President, of the Council and Ad-
ministrator of Upper Canada.

This forgotten service, the Provin-
cial Marine, was first merely His Ma-
jesty's vessels for inland America;
then the naval force for the Quarter

Master General’s Department of the

army; in 1765 the Provincial Marine
of Canada, and in 1812 His Majesty's
Provincial Royal Navy.

The Grst decked vessel of His Majesty's Provincial Marine was thus depicted by a Captain
Labroquerie. The ancestress of HHMCS Ontario (see page 4) she was launched at Oswego, on
Lake Ontario, in 1755. A map which included this sketch was discovered by the late John Ross

Robertson in the British Museum in 1894.



























Two more cruises to the United
Kingdom are on the summer schedule,
featuring short stays in Belfast,
Ireland and Swansea, Wales. Ports-
mouth remains the initial port of
call on each cruise, — J. K.

HMCS Whitethroat

The Whitethroat took time out
from her usual operations with Sea-
ward Defence during June to salvage
a Sea Ifury aircraft which was ditched
earlier in the month about 30 miles
off Jeddore Head, N.S, The pilot had
escaped unhurt.

The approximate location of the
wreck had been marked by buoys
during previous attempts at salvage
by other ships, and the plane was
soon found with a chain drag hauled
between two motor cutters.

The Whitethroat then manoeuvered
into position and Lieut. (E) E. D,
Thompson of the Underwater Train-
ing Unit, working at a depth of six
fathoms, secured a hoist on the air-
craft and it was brought aboard the
minelayer. Lieut. () W. J. Bryan,
technical officer from Shearwater,
figured in the salvage. :

The whole operation occupied the
best part of a day and the following
morning the wreckage was removed
to Halifax for investigation,

The Whitethroat had her frst

christening June 10 when Janet Grace,’

infant daughter of Lieut.-Cdr. Ernest
Cassels and Mrs. Cassels, was bap-
tized by Chaplain (P) Cyril Earle of
HMCS Magnificent. Godparents were
Lieut.-Cdr. R. S. Hurst, commanding
officer of the minelayer, Miss Grace
Brooks and Mrs. Gertrude Harris,
all of Halifax. — M.P.D.

Communications School

Two classes of communicators,
CV37 and CR38, completed their
basic courses in mid-June. Graduates
of CV37 have been drafted to ships in
the Atlantic Command while those
of CR38 have dispersed with drafts
to various ships on both coasts.

Reserve personnel have been arriv-
ing at the school in ever-increasing
numbers, most of them for instruction
periods varying in length from two to
three weeks.

CR43, who have yet to lose a ball
game, are presently leading the Com-
munications School’s softball league,

FO Jerome Kay has arrived from
Albro I.ake to become instructor of
CV43. Congratulations this- month
go to A/Commissioned Communica-
tions Officer C. J. Scott, recently
promoted from CPO and appointed
to the school’s staff.

HMCS Brockville

During the Halifax-Marblehead
yacht race in early July, the Brockville
gerved as guard ship for the competing
boats, transmitting their positions
from time to time and keeping an eye
on their safety, The ship was under
the command of Captain W. E. S,
Briggs.

The sea training program got under
way following the arrival of instructors
from Scotian and HMCS Queen,
Regina, and the first class of trainees
from HMCS -Donnacona, Montreal,
Forthcoming cruises will take the
Brockville to Bermuda and Montreal.

Sub-Lieut, R, T. Murray, RCN(R),
has left the ship for Stadacona in
order to attend a divisional course.
His post as First Lieutenant has bheen
taken over by Lieut. J. A, MacLellan,
RCN(R).

The softball team did not fare too

‘well in its first contest, dropping a

12-5 game to the Mechanical Train-
ing Establishment.

HMCS Portage

After an extended refit in Saint
John and a short spell in the dockyard
to complete work, the Portage once
more ‘‘girded her loins” to deal with
the requirements of active duty.

First undertaking was a ‘‘shake-
down" cruise to Bermuda to take

advantage of the better weather in:

cleaning up and straightening out the
ship and to brush up on drills, Starting
at 0630 each morning, everyone
pitched into the work and time was

Dockyard Thanked
in Cayuga Message

The men whose work often goes
unsung were remembered when HMCS
Cayuga sailed from Esquimalt June 19
for her second tour of duty in Korean
waters.

They were the dockyard ‘‘mateys”
who refitted and reconditioned the
destroyer during the 10 weeks she was
back in Canada. :

To the Superintendent of HMC
Dockyard, Captain (E) B. R. Spencer,
went the following signal from Com-
mander James Plomer, commanding
officer of the Cayuga:

“On leaving for operations the ship
wishes lo thank wholehearledly the entire
dockyard staff for the immense effort
that has gone into the lask of preparing
this ship for her mission.

2. The personal inierest laken in the
ship and the very considerable crafisman-
ship employed have been excepiional,

3. The men thai forge the weapon are
every bit as imporiant as those that
wield it, and this has made a strong bond
between ship and shore.

4. We will do our best.

left every afternoon for swimming
and relaxation,

Following this came a three-day
spell in Halifax to store for a three-
week trip in company with HMCS
Wallaceburg to New London, Conn.,
and the Bay of Fundy for anti-
submarine exercises,

During the ship's stay in New
London, every facility of the base
was extended to the crew by the
USN. Also during the wvisit, oppor-
tunity was found to play a softball
game with the Wallaceburg, the
pounding Portages winning by a
decisive margin,

After stopping overnight on June
16 in Saint John, the ships made a
rendezvous with the Dundalkk for
fuel and stores before being joined
later by HIM Submarine Thule. Un-
fortunately, fog precluded exercises
in the bay and the group moved out
to the Gulf Stream for the remainder
of the week.

HMCS Portage now lays claim to
the Algerine Blue Ribbon for the
Atlantic Coast, having last vyear
defeated the New Liskeard and this
year the Wallaceburg during full
power and fuel consumption trials.

There have been a number of
changes in the ship’s company re-
cently. Among them, Lieut. R. A,
Beach and Lieut. C. W. Fleming
have left for new appointments.

HMCS Micmac

During the month of May and
early June, the Micmac was attached
to HMCS Magnificent as plane guard
while the latter carried out flying
training and anti-submarine exercises
with HMS Thule off the East Coast.

Heavy fog necessitated cancellation
of a number of scheduled flying
exercises. However, the destroyer
made good use of these periods to
carry out other forms of training.

In July the ship was alongside for
the annual leave period and prepara-
tions for the Mediterranean cruise.

TAS School

In June the TAS School was host to
a number of visiting delegations. A
group of officers and men from the
destroyer USS Robert A. Owens was
shown around the school and a return
visit was made by TAS School person-
nel to the USN ship. The nursing
officers from the RCN Hospital,
Halifax, made a tour of the school to
familiarize themselves with TAS train-
ing facilities. Earlier a group of offi-
cers from the visiting French frigate
I’Aventure was shown around: the
school.
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In. the seamen’s mess, work has
been completed in re-arranging the
bulkheads to provide a new recreation
room with billiard and ping pong
tables, The same renovations provided
the chief and petty officers with
additional mess space,

In recent weeks the wardroom has
made farewell presentations to several
officers who have transferred to the
RCN, These include Lieut. (SB)
Graham Holland, Sub-Lieut, Rowland
B, Marshall and Sub-Lieut, Thomas
Smith, this year's senior cadet in the
UNTD of Assumption College,

A sailing club has been formed and
is busy ftraining with whalers and
dinghies at Barr Harbour, — R.M.P.

HMCS Cabot
(St. John's)

HMCS Revelstoke, tender to Cabot,
recently made a week-end cruise to
the north coast of Newfoundland
and visited Port Union and Harbour
Grace,

The first annual meeting of the
Navy League of Canada in New-
foundland was held in Cabot on
June 8. The following day, visiting
Navy League officials and 15 Sea
Cadets were taken on a cruise to Bay
Bulls,

On Battle of the Atlantic Sunday,
the ship’s company was inspected by
Commander Harold Garrett, com-
manding officer, at divisions, following
which there was a march past and
church parade.

CPO Eric Graham and PO William
Andrews embarked on another re-
~ cruiting tour' of Newfoundland and
again found a favorable response from
the young men of the tenth province.
— J.E.S.

HMCS Chippawa
(Winnipeg)

The month of June saw the con-
clusion of the winter training season
at HMCS Chippawa, with the final
parade of the ship’s company taking
place June 3. After this date, training
of re-entry personnel was discontinued
for the summer while new entries
continued training until June 26,
when members of the class were rated
able seamen on the successful com-
pletion of examinations. Composed
of 13 men, it was the largest group
of graduating ordinary seamen at
. Chippawa since 1945.

One officer and five men from
Chippawa travelled to HMCS Griffon
to help man the Port Arthur division's
Fairmile for Exercise Beaver 1].

The division’s summer boat training
program is in full swing, with a
harbor craft, two whalers and a

service dinghy being employed.

Lieut.-Cdr. W, G. Brockie, who
was transferred recently to Montreal
in his civilian employment, was suc-
ceeded as Executive Officer by Lieut.,-
Cdr. L. B. Mcllhagga.,

Two successful dances. in June
wound up social activities for the
season, One was held in the chief
and petty officers’ mess June 9 and
the other June 16 for the entire
ship's company, — L.B.Mcl.

HMCS Donnacona
(Montreal)

HMCS Donnacona has officially
completed the season’s training pro-
gram but with the much improved
barrack facilities a number of hranches
are continuing to train new entries in
their departments throughout the
summer.

In spite of this activity, there is
an empty air about the division,
due to the departure of many of the
ship’s company for training at the
coast.

A new rifle range is proving a
popular spot on Wednesday evenings.

The wardroom welcomed back Sur-
geon Lieut. Bruce Ramsey, RCN(R),
from a tour of operations in the
Korean theatre in HMCS Athabaskan.
He had volunteered for a summer
cruise last year and later found
himself in a war. .In addition to his
verbal accounts of his varied ex-
periences and his many souvenirs
from the Far East, he came back with
a beard that would put even Santa
Claus to shame, — R.F.D.S.

CRUSADER CREW HELPS
QUELL FOREST FIRE

Crew members of HMCS Crusader
turned fAre fighters recently, with so
much success that they were credited
by B.C. Forestry officials with “‘saving
the day” when a'raging forest fire
threatened the resort town of Mill
Bay on Vancouver Island.

While on a training cruise, the
Crusader sighted smoke billowing over
the hills inshore, and her commanding
officer, Commander H. V. W. Groos,
ordered course altered to investigate.
The destroyer anchored at Mill Bay
and a boat was sent ashore under
Commissioned Bos'n Alfred Corner to
offer assistance. With Commissioned
Bos'n  Corner were PO Ronald
Bennett, of Regina, and PO Lloyd
Bergstrom of Victoria, the former with
a walkie-talkie radio.

Their offer was immediately and
gratefully accepted and within 20
minutes a party of 25 men had been

landed, complete with axes, shovels
and rope. CPO Charles Simsey, of
Penticton, B. C., was in charge of the
party. .

~ Joining force with a small group of
civilians fighting the fire, the sailors
provided the manpower needed to
bring the hlaze under control.

Meanwhile, another boat was put
ashore. This one was in the charge of
Lieut. (S) Charles Crothers, the ship's
supply officer. In short order a field
kitchen was set up at the scene of the
fire-and PO James Waller, of Victoria,
supervised the preparation of huge
quantities of pork and beans and gal-
lons of coffee, Petty Officer O,
Holland, of Victoria, organized the
making of dozens of sardine and corn
beefl sandwiches, Pineapple and apple
juice and canteens of fresh water also
were supplied, In addition, the ship's
fund donated 50 packages of cigar-
ettes. :

Two walkie-talkies were set up, one
in the thick of the fighting and the
other at the field kitchen, Communi-
cation was maintained with the ship
at all times. .

PO Eric Crump, Victoria, the ship's
medical assistant, was the only medi-
cal man on the scene and was kept
busy treating minor burns and cuts.
PO Mel Padgett, of Raddison, Sask.,
was in charge of a party detailed to
put out small isolated hAres which
started from sparks which had jumped
the fire guards.

Among others who aided materially
in the fire fighting were AB David"
Hill, of Kelowna, B. C.; AB William
Dutchak, Winnipeg; AB Alec
McCraw, Wishard, Sask; CPO CIliff
Mullin, North Vancouver; and Cadets
John McKenzie, Campbell River,
B. C.; Dick Grant, Rothesay, N. B.;:
John Peers, Partmouth, N. S.; Jeff
Meek, Montreal, and Bill Law,
Winnipeg. '

Bouquet for Nootka

As HMCS Nootka neared the end of
her six-and-a-half-month tour of duty
in the war zone, the destroyer received
a message of high praise from the Com-
mander Cruiser Division Five, under
whom she had worked during a recent
patrol period. The message said:

“The performance of duly of Nootka
during her long period of operation in
Korean waters has been magnificent and
will stand as ¢ challenge to all destroyers
in the area. It has been a pleasure to
have worked with Canada's fine naval
units. Well done to Nootka. God speed
and bon voyage.”

The Nootka was due to sail from
Japan July 19 for Esquimalt and
Halifax.
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