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The Cover—While the northern oceans are lashed by winter
storms, perpetual summer reigns in Hawaii—providing a practical
reason for cruises to the tropics, where training of officer cadets,
just finding their sea legs, will suffer a minimum of interruption,
The ship framed by palm trees along the Pearl Harbour shoreline

is HMCS Skeena. (CR-435)

LADY OF THE MONTH

A ship, whose name is derived from an
Indian word of unknown meaning, HMCS
Kootenay joined the Royal Canadian Navy
at North Vancouver on March 7 for event-
ual service in the Atlantic Command.

Although the meaning of the new de-
stroyer escort’s name may be unknown, dur-
ing the Second World War it clearly spelled
trouble for U-boats, The first HMCS Koor-
enay, a River class destroyer that served
for a time with the famed Barber Pole
Brigade, shared in the sinking of three en-
emy submarines and left as a heritage the
battle honours Ailantic 1943-1945, Nor-
mandy 1944, English Channel 1944, and
Biscay 1944,

The new Kootenay is shown on the op-

positc page as she appeared during trials
in West Coast waters. (E-47949)
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began in the summer of 1954 from the
Arctic patrol ship HMCS Labrador.
During April and May the ice was ex-
pected to range from six to 10 feet in
thickness with air temperatures drop-
ping to 20° below zero.

The acoustic soundings planned by
the scientists will involve depths of
hundreds of feet and will provide new
and detailed information about Barrow
Strait, an important water link south
of Cornwallis Island.

The seven-man party is living on
the sea ice in tractor-drawn ‘“wanigans”
from April 13 to May 27. At Repulse,
it was joined for a limited period by
Jackoosie, an Eskimo of the Resolute
Bay group on nearby Cornwallis Island.

The RCAYF airlifted the scientists,
along with several tons of scientific
equipment and their supplies, to Reso-
lute Bay via Fort Churchill and RCAF
Station Namao.

Operation PACLABAR is the latest
" of a series of PNL Arctic Ocean mis-
sions, initiated in 1949 with an ocean-
ographic cruise to the Beaufort Sea in
veteran research vessel HMCS Cedar-
wood.

Similar investigations continued in
the same area with the 76-foot long
DRB research ship CGS Cancolim which
left Esquimalt in June 1951 and win-
tered in the ice at Tuktoyaktuk, N.W.T.
The same ship spent a second busy sum-
mer on research activities in the Arctic
Ocean and on the return to Esquimalt
in the autumn of 1952, narrowly es-
caped being trapped by winter ice as
it closed in on Point Barrow. During
the following three years, joint Cana-
dian-U.S. expeditions, working from the
USS Burton Island and the Labrador,
carried the investigations deep into the
Arctic Ocean Basin.

Associated with PNL in the earlier
operations were the Pacific Oceano-
graphic Group, of the Fisheries Re-
search Board, and the Institute of
Oceanography, of the University of
British Columbia.

Duke of Edinburgh
Patron of NOAC

His Royal Highness the Prince Philip,
Duke of Edinburgh, has been pleased
to extend his patronage to the Naval
Officers’ Associations of Canada, accord-
ing to the January issue of the NOAC
Journal, :

This is the second occasion on which
His Royal Highness has granted his
patronage to a Canadian organization
with naval affiliations. The first was
his appointment as Admiral, Royal Can-
adian Sea Cadets, in June 1953.
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'BIRTH OF A LEGEND

EGENDS are born in times of stress
L and, with the passing of the years,
the fading of memory and the thin-
ning of the ranks of those who were
there, it often becomes impossible to
say whether a story belongs to the
realm of myth of history.

Fifteen years ago the Royal Canadian
Navy, grown from a pre-war miniscule
fleet of 13 ships, had become a mighty
force of 400 warships and was writing
some of the most stirring pages of its
short history.

A legend of that exciting and some-~
times tragic period grew up around the
loss of the Tribal class destroyer Atha-
baskan on April 29, 1944. Canadian
destroyers, the Athabaskan among them,
were taking part in sweeps of the Eng-
lish Channel and Bay of Biscay to rid
those areas of enemy ships which might
interfere with the invasion of Europe,
planned for that spring.

The Athabaskan was something of a
“hard luck” ship. She had been pierced
clean through and set afire by a glider
bomb while on a Biscay patrol in the
summer of 1943. Five men were killed
and 12 wounded. But the flames were
extinguished and she limped back to
Plymouth for repairs. By December
she was back in service as part of the
screen for the Murmansk-bound con-
voy that lured the German battleship
Scharnhorst to her destruction.

The pre-invasion sweeps by the Tenth

Destroyer Flotilla, of which the Atha-'

baskan was a member, began on April
15, but it was ten days before contact
was made with the enemy. Then, on
the night of April 25-26, the Allied
ships sank one German destroyer and
damaged another.

Three nights later the Athabaskan
and her sister ship the Haida, were in
hot pursuit of two German destroyers
when the Athabaskan took a torpedo
in the stern, caught fire and blew up.
The Haida continued the chase and
drove one German destroyer ashore in
flames. The other eluded her.

Floating in the chill waters of the
Channel, in the oil and wreckage of
the disaster which had cost them their
ship, the Athabaskan survivors awaited
rescue as the first glimmer of dawn be-
gan to appear in the east.

Here legend enters: It was said that,
in those despairing moments, the cap-
tain of the Athabaskan, Lt.~-Cdr. John
H. Stubbs, cheered his men by leading
them in the singing of “Wavy Navy’—

the “theme song” of the naval volun-
teers of the Second World War:

Roll along, Wavy Navy, roll along.
Roll along, Wavy Navy, roll along.
If you must know who we are,

We're the R-C-N-V-R.
Roll along, Wavy Navy, roll along.

Oh, we joined for the money and
the fun.
Yes, we joined for the money and
the fun.
But of money there is none
And the fun has just begun—
Roll along, Wavy Navy, roll along.

Lt.-Cdr. Stubbs was a permanent
force officer, but that didn’t matter.
“Wavy Navy”, which referred to the
wavy stripes on the sleeves of RCNVR
officers, was everybody’s song.

There were further embellishments
to the legend. When the Haida gave
up the chase of the second German de-
stroyer, she sped back to look for sur-
vivors. The sky was brightening fast
and enemy shore batteries were only
five miles away. As the Haida came
to a stop dand hurriedly gathered sur-
vivors from the water, it was said that
Lt.-Cdr. Stubbs shouted: “Get away
Haida! Stand clear!”

If those were his words, they are the
last recorded, for when the survivors
were accounted for—some in Britain,
some in a German prison camp—he was
not among them, )

There is no evidence that he sang
“Wavy Navy”, or that he called out
a warning to the Haida, but the legend
fits the character of John Stubbs, He
had won the Distinguished Service Or-
der for the courage, skill and initiative
he had displayed under fire in a suc-
cessful duel with a surfaced U-boat
when he was commanding officer of
the Assiniboine. He ran a happy ship
and he earned and deserved the loyalty
of his officers and men.

The Athabaskan was not the only
Canadian warship lost in 1944. Seven
others also died — Valleyfield, Regina,
Alberni, Skeena, Shawinigan, Clayo-
qguot and MTB 460.

The names of those who were lost are
carved in the granite of the Halifax War
Memorial; they appear on honour rolls
in city halls, schools and business es-
tablishments across the land; the school
at Belmont Park, the naval married
establishment near Victoria, has been
dedicated as a memorial to John Stubbs.
But their chief memorial lies in the fact
that Canada remains a free and for-
ward-looking land, dedicated to peace
and the maintenance of liberty.


















— o

—

OFFICERS AND MEN

s

Veterans to Meet
In Hamilton

The fifth annual reunion of naval
veterans in Canada will be held in
Hamilton, June 20 to 21, under the
sponsorship of the Canadian Naval As-
sociation.

Host organization for the reunion will
be the Hamilton Naval Veterans’ As-
sociation, which is expecting an at-
tendance of more than 2,000 delegates.

First of these annual meetings of
former naval personnel was held in
Peterborough, Ontario, in 1955, when a
group of independent associations met
to discuss formation of a national or-
ganization. The present organization,
the Canadian Naval Association, came
into being at the 1956 reunion in
Oshawa. :

To date, the main participants have
been naval veterans’ associations in
Ontario and the Main Brace Club of
New Brunswick, but it is hoped groups
from other provinces will join to make
the association’s representation Domin-
ion-wide.

Delegates are expected this year from
naval veterans organizations in at least

B e

WEDDINGS

Sub-Lieutenant Neil A. Barrett, Stadacona,
to Miss Elizabeth Ann O’Connell, of Halifax.

Able Seaman John Robert Carmichael,Cay-
uga, to Miss Sylvia Marie Santoro, of Lon-
don, Ont,

Petty Officer William Cave, Beacon Hill,
to Miss Ann Whitlow, of North Vancouver.

Able Seaman Alfred Coderre, Beacon Hill,
to Miss Sherry Pappenberger, of Ganges, B.C,

Leading Seaman Frank T, Godwin, Jon-
quiere, to Miss Peggy O‘Donnell, of Victoria.

Able Seaman Ronald W. Gunn, Gloucester,
to Miss Helen Elizabeth Husk, of Richmond,
P.Q.

Leading Seaman David Hall, Beacon Hill,
to Miss Joan Marinutti, of Vancouver.

Lieuteneant Thomas A. Sigurdson, Naden,
to Sub-Lieutenant (MN) Barbara Anne Hug-
gett, Naden.

Ordinary Seaman Waldemar Ilishishin,
Cornwallis, to Miss Annemarie Comeau, of
Saulnierville, N.S,

Leading Seaman Austin J. Moss, Glouces-
ter, to Miss Mary Koeslag, of Perth, Ont.

Sub-Lieutenant Donald B. MacLeod, Bea-
con Hill, to Miss Margaret Mooney, of Vie-
toria, .

Able Seaman Charles G. Reekie, Jonquiere,
to Miss Wanda Schermerhorn, of Vancouver.

Sub-Lieutenant (8) .Duncan Angus Shel-
ley, Quinte, to Miss Norma Gay Gildner, of
Halifax.

Sub-Lieutenant (MN) Frances Olive Eliza-
beth Sinclair, Carleton, to Instructor Lieu-
tenant Bernard A. Beare, RCN(R), Stada-
cona,

Leading Seaman Roy E. Staicue, Jonquiere,
to Miss Joan Montgomery, of Vancouver.

Able Seaman Gordon Zerr, Beacon Hill,
to Miss Evelyn Swinton, of Merritte, B.C.
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et

ten Ontario cities and towns and from
Quebec and New Brunswick, These
include associations in Port Hope, Co-
bourg, Toronto, Scarborough, Belle-
ville, Oshawa, Brantford, Woodstock,
Peterborough and Hamilton, in all On-
tario, and from Quebec province and
New Brunswick.

Among events at this year’s reunion
will be the annual banquet on Satur-
day, June 20, followed by a ball at
HMCS Star, Hamilton’s naval division.

On Sunday, June 21, the veterans
will hold a church parade to church
services in downtown Hamilton. Af-
terwards, they will reassemble to march
to the cenotaph for a wreath-laying
ceremony and brief memorial service.
A naval guard and band will also take
part in the ceremonies.

Cn Sunday afternoon, the anti-sub-
marine frigate HMCS Buckingham will
be open for tours by the delegates.

The reunion is open to all veterans
of the Royal Canadian Navy, the Royal
Navy or other Commonwealth navies
and Allied navies, and to veterans of
the merchant navies. Interested or-
ganizations or individuals may obtain
detailed information from the Registra-
tion Committee Chairman, J. Senior,
RR No. 1, Stoney Creek, Ontario.

Commodore Inspects
Eastern Divisions

The annual inspection of naval divi-
sions in Eastern Canada and the Mari-
times was carried out from March 16
to March 26 by Commodore E. W.
Finch-Noyes, Commanding Officer Na-
val Divisions.

During his inspection tour, Commo-
dore Finch~Noyes visited divisions in
Quebec City, Montreal, Saint John,
N.B., Halifax, Charlottetown and St.
John’s Nfid.

Five Thousand
Visit Museum

The British Columbia Maritime Mu-
seum, Esquimalt, was visited by more
than 5,000 persons during 1958, an in-
crease of 20 per cent over the previous
year, museum officials report.

Commodore H. V. W. Groos, com-
manding officer of HMCS Naden and
Commodore of RCN Barracks, Esqui-
malt, was elected chairman of the mu-

e

seum board at the annual meeting re-
cently. '

Naval members elected to the board
were Cdr. (S) P. Cossette, Lt.-Cdr.
A. R. Pickels, Lt.-Cdr. M. A. (CE)
Rose, Inst. Lt.-Cdr. Lawrence Farring-
ton, Li{.-Cdr. G. R. MacFarlane, and
Lt. I. C. S. Ingliss.

Civilian members elected were B. L.
Johnson, Norman Hacking, E. S. Mec-
Gowan, R. H. Roy, H. A. Wallace, and
E. A. MacFayden.

Retired Officer in
Dockyard Post

Lt.-Cdr. J. E. (Jack) Wolfenden,
RCN(R) (Ret.), has taken up the posi-
tion of Assistant Queen’s Harbour Mas-
ter and Master Attendant in HMC
Dockyard at Halifax.

He assists the QHM in the operation
and maintenance of 100 auxiliary ves-
sels, movement and berthing of ships,
and the location of various moorings.
As the master attendant, he is chiefly
responsible for the activities of the
Dockyard boatswain, fire department,
security, chart and chronometer depot
and passive air defence in the Dock-
yard.

Mr. Wolfenden, a pre-war merchant
mariner, served in the Navy from 1940

s

BIRTHS

To Leading Seaman D. R. Brand, Bedacon
Hill, and Mrs. Brand, a son,

To Chief Petty Officer A. Cawley, Bewcon
Hill, and Mrs. Cawley, a daughter.

To Lieutenant (8) J. F. Cowie, Beacon
Hill, and Mrs. Cowie, a son.

To Instructor Lieutenant H, M. Derynck,
Griffon, and Mrs. Derynck, a son.

To Able Seaman John W. Kozier, Jon-
quiere, and Mrs. Kozier, a daughter.

To Able Seaman J. G. Lennox, Beacon
Hill, and Mrs. Lennox, a daughter.

To Lieutenant B. A, Massie, Jonquiere,
and Mrs. Massie, a daughter.

To Lieutenant D. N. MacGillivray, Stada-
cona, and Mrs. MacGillivray, a daughter.

To Instructor Lieutenant-Commander W. F.
McGowan, Stadacona, and Mrs. McGowan, a
daughter.

To Petty Officer E. W. Mueller, Beacon
Hill, and Mrs. Mueller, a son.

To Able Seaman George J. Percival, Jon-
quiere, and Mrs. Percival, a son,

To Lieutenant (SB) H, C. Wallace, Stada-
cona, and Mrs. Wallace, a daughter.

To Lieutenant J. L. Watkins, Shearwater,
and Mrs, Watkins, a son.

To Lieutenant Alexander Bajkov, Iroquais,
and Mrs. Bajkov, a daughter.

To Leading Seaman H. A. Coones, Niobe,
and Mrs, Coones, a son.

To Chief Petty Officer John Norris, Niobe,
and Mrs. Norris, a daughter,

To Petty Officer Edward P. Tracy, Iroquois,
and Mrs. T'racy, twins, a boy and a girl,









THE BATTLE OF PLATTSBURGH

For more than 100 years—from the
capitulation of Montreal (1760) to Con-
federation (1867) —Canada was a Brit-
ish colony. During the same period the
United States was on the march towards
becoming the dominant power in the
New World. It was only mnatural that
as the young republic grew in stature
her interests were often in conflict with
those of the British Empire.

Because the massive power of the
Royal Navy could seldom be challenged
on salt water with any hope of success,
it was also only mnatural that British
territory as represenied by Canada

-

should present itself as a worth while
target when these conflicting interests
came to a show-down. Show-downs
did occur and Canada on several occa-
sions was invaded. Sometimes these
attacks were to some extent successful,
sometimes they were complete debacles.

One side factor in these campaigns
was the apparent inability of the Am-
ericans to take the full measure of the
Canadian people; it was beyond their
comprehension why the colonists to the
north just simply did not want to be
“rescued from the imperialist yoke”.
But that is another story.

T T P

Strategically, any American conquest
of Canada required successful thrusts
against Montreal and Quebec; posts on
the Great Lakes would then fall for
want of supply and reinforcement.
Lake Champlain and the Richelieu was,
therefore, the most important invasion
route,

As reported in an earlier issue of
The Crowsnest, Instructor Commander
C. H. Little, CD, RCN, was the winner
of the 1958 competition for the Barry
German Prize in Nawval History. There
follows a portion of his prize-winning
essay, “A Nawval Study of the Richelieu~
Champlain Valley”.—E.C.R.

ILLIAM WOOD has said trench-

\/ \/ antly in his volume in the
Chronicles of Canada “All Afloat”:

“In the war of 1812 it was the two
annihilating American naval victories
on Lakes Erie and Champlain that
turned the scale far enough back to
offset the preponderant British military
victories along the Canadian frontier
and prevent the advance of that fron-
tier beyond Detroit and into the state
of Maine.”

The American victory on Lake Cham-
plain was Plattsburgh, September 11,
1814—a victory which indeed deprived
Canada of a claim, which both history

— -and other wvictories -would. have upheld,

to a boundary along the general line
of the 44th parallel rather than the
peculiarity which now obtains.

How did this defeat come about? Let
us study the background.

In 1812 a shipyard was established
at Fort Lennox. It will have been
noted that the prevailing custom of the
time was to build ships and boats in
the area where they would be used.
A small but efficient drydock was also
created — when the vessel had been
floated in, the gates were closed and
the water pumped out by hand. Dur-
ing 1813-14 several warships were built,
the largest of which was La Confiance.
These vessels, together with the cap-
tured sloops Eagle and Growler, which
were repaired locally, enabled Captain
Everard, RN, to conduct a successful
sweep of the lake in 1813 and to de-
stroy American ships, forts and supplies
at Platisburgh, Burlington, Swanton and
Champlain. )

(The National Park on Ile aux Noix
has as its central jewel Fort Lennox
which was begun in 1819 and given up

as a military post in 1870 when the
U.S.A. and Canada had come to a tacit
understanding that their wars were
over. There are two plaques of par-
ticular naval interest in the fort itself,
At the entrance, where the bridge has
crossed the moat, is a bronze memorial
in our two languages commemorating
the nearby naval battle of June 3, 1813,
at which the American sloops or cor-
vettes Eagle and Growler were taken
by sailors and soldiers under Major
George Taylor, 100th Regt., Capt. Fred-
erick Gordon, Royal Artillery; Lit.
George B. Williams, 100th Regt., and
Lt. William Lowe, Provincial Marine.
Where the fort faces the western

--pbranch of the -river is another-bronze

plagque noting the contribution of the
various segments of the Royal Navy—
including the Provincial Marine.)

By the following year, 1814, each side
numbered five ships of various sizes
and strengths and a few gun-boats.
When they met at Plattsburgh there
was little to choose between them in
material strength but there was a
vast difference in the way they were
handled. There can be few instances
in our history of a more improper
waste of naval power than the Battle
of Plattsburgh.

Editor’s Note

It has been recognized that the
high cost of manuscript typing has
made it difficult for candidates to
submit entries for the Barry Ger-
man Prize. As a result it is now
acceptable to enter a single copy,
legibly written in long hand. Na-
val General Order 210.00/12 has
been amended accordingly.

Sir -George Prevost, Governor-Gen-
eral of Canada and Commander-in-
Chief, had attained the rank of lieu-
tenant-general in the British army be-
fore coming to Canada. In the autumn
of 1814 he found himself at a decisive
point in history; there had been Brit-
ish victories along the Canadian border,
on the Maine coast and at Washington;
military supremacy could be obtained
in the Lake Champlain area by apply-
ing the three-to-one advantage in troops
against the sole remaining American
stronghold: Plattsburgh. Plattsburgh
had for its defence some 3,500 soldiers
of various types and the small naval
force under Commodore Macdonough;

- Prevost- had for attack 11,000 veteran-

troops and the small naval force under
Captain Downie, RN. It seems incred-
ible that the affair could have been so
mismanaged.

Captain Downie arrived at Ile-aux-
Noix on the second of September to
take command. His flagship Confiance
had been launched eighlt days before,
she did 1rials on the 7th and 8th and:
the shipwrights had not yet completed
their work when she went into action
on the 11th. His crews were composed
of drafts hastily gathered from various
other ships and soldiers put temporarily
into the naval service at the last
moment. No ship was worked up, no
orders had come from the Commander-
in-Chief, no plans had been drawn up;
all was confusion, haste and last-min-
ute improvisation.

To add to the unpreparedness, Pre-
vost kept goading Downie to attack the
Americans and to overcome all diffi-
culties so as ‘“not to keep the army
waiting”.

The tactical position was elementary.
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The battle that led to the capture of Quebec 200 years ago was o classic example of how to fight a combined operation. The Battle of Platts-

burgh in 1814 was an equally classic example of how NOT to fight one.

naval forces toward the end of the battle,

The Americans had a small fortress and
close by in the bay their little navy:
thus they could make the most of their
slender resources by mutual support.
The ships were equipped with carron-
ades which, somewhat after the fashion
of a shot-gun, fired patterns of small
projectiles and were deadly anti-per-
sonnel weapons at short range. Mac-
donough had anchored in Plattsburgh
Bay in an ideal position to defend
against an attack and had even taken
steps to lay out springs on the land-
ward side so that the ships might be
swung around by hand (winding ship)
to bring the unused guns on the pro-
tected side into action at an opportune
moment. His crews were better trained
as well as being put into a position
where they could make maximum tuse
of their weapons.

The British ships, on the other hand,
were armed mostly with long guns

Puage fourteen

which, like a rifle, fired one projectile
for a comparatively long distance and
which were most effectively employed
at long range as anti-ship weapons.
The ships were new, the crews make-
shift and, to complete the disaster,
Prevost committed a tactical blunder
of the worst kind.

In the situation described it would
seem axiomatic for Prevost to attack
the fortress with his army at the same
time that Downie was subjecting the

This drawing from American sources shows the general disposition of the
The name of the British ship Confiance is misspelled “Confidence”.

anchored American ships to a running
fire beyond their effective range of re-
ply. Indeed Prevost’s first objective
should have been the American bat-
teries which, once taken, could have
been turned with destructive power
upon their own ships forcing them
either to capitulate at anchor or to take
to the open lake where they would
meet the British force at a disad-
vantage. Instead he crossed the bor-
der with the army several days before
his naval force could possibly be ready
and filled in the interval by sending
sarcastic messages to Captain Downie,
When the unhappy Downie did arrive,
Prevost instead of carrying out a simul-
taneous attack on the land batteries as
he had promised in writing to do,
marched and counter - marched his
troops in an empty show while Downie
went to death and defeat in the trap
of Plattsburgh Bay.



In the words of Woods we have a
clear picture of this black day:

ITH PREVOST'’s written promise
\/\/ in his pocket Downie sailed for
Platisburgh in the early morning of
that fatal 11th of Sepiember. Punc-
tually to the minute he fired his pre-
concerted signal outside Cumberland
Head, which separated the bay from
the lake. He next waited exactly the
prescribed time, during which he re-
connoitred Macdonough’s position from

a boat. Then the hour of battle came.
The hammering of the shipwrights
stopped at last; and the ill-starred

Confiance, that ship which never had a
chance to “find herself”, led the little
squadron into Prevost’s death-trap in
the bay. Every soldier and sailor now
realized that the storming of the works
on land ought {o have been the first
move, and that Prevost's idea of simul-
taneous actlion was faully, because it
meant two independent fights, with the
chance of a naval disaster preceding
the military success. However, Prevost
was the Commander-in-Chief; he had
promised co-operation in his own way;
and Downie was determined to show
him that the Navy had stopped for ‘“no
other cause” than the head-wind of the
day before.

Did no other cause than mistaken
judgment affect Prevost that fatal
morning? Did he intend to show
Downie that a Commander~in-Chief
could not suffer the “disappointment”
of “holding troops in readiness” with-
out marking his displeasure by some
visible return in~kind?
worse than criminally weak? His mo-
tives will never be known. But his
actions throw a sinister light upon
them. For when Downie sailed into
the attack Prevost did nothing what-
ever to help him. Betrayed, traduced,
and goaded to his ruin, Downie fought
a losing battle with the utmost gal-
lantry and skill. The wind flawed and
failed inside the bay, so that the Con-
fiance could not reach her proper sta~
tion. Yet her first broadside struck
down 40 wmen aboard the Saratoga.
Then, the Saratoga fired her carron-
ades, at point-blank range, cut up the
cables aboard the Confiance, and did
great execution among the crew. In
15 minutes Downie fell.

The battle raged two full hours
longer; while the odds against the Brit-
ish continued to increase. Four of their
little gun-boats fought as well as gun-
-boats could. But the other seven
simply ran away, like their commander
afterwards when summoned for a court-
martial that would assuredly have sen-
tenced him to death. Two of the larger

Or was he no—- -

vessels failed to come into action prop-
erly; one went ashore, the other drifted
through the American line and then
hauled down her colours, Thus the
battle was fought to its dire conclusion
by the British Comnfiance and Linnet
against the American Saratoga, Eagle,
and Ticonderoga, The gun boats had
little to do with the resuli; though the
odds of all those actually engaged were

THE AUTHOR

Author of the accompanying ar-
ticle (extracted from his Barry
German Naval History prize es-
say) and a regular contributor to
The Crowsnest, Instructor Cdr. C.
Herbert Little retired last De-
cember from the Royal Canadian
Navy after 19 years’ service.

Born in California, Cdr. Little
was educated at Upper Canada
College, University of Toronto and
Oxford University, attending the
last-named as a Rhodes Scholar.

Throughout the Second World
War he served at Naval Head-
quarters as an intelligence officer
and Director of Naval Intelligence.
On the fall of Japan, he went to
Hong Kong as Staff Officer (In-
telligence). When he returned to
Canada in 1946 he undertook the
organization of the newly-estab-
lished University Naval Training
Divisions program and was as-
sociated with that work until 1952,
Since then he has served on both

" coasts as Command Education Of-""]
ficer,

During his four years at Esqui-
malt, he took an active part in
the establishment of the Maritime
Museum of B.C. On his transfer
to the Atlantic Command, he was
similarly active in supporting the
Maritime Museum of Canada in
Halifax.

He is the author of an exten-
sinve series of papers on Canadian
maritime and naval history. He
has turned the manuscripts of
many of these over to The Crows-
nest for opublication in future
issues. Omne tells the story of
Spanish explorations of the coast
of what is now British Columbia,
much new material being gathered
for this in Spanish museums and
libraries during a post-retirement
European tour.

Cdr. Little recently took up a
position with the Department of
Citizenship and Immigration in
Ottawa.

greally in favour of Macdonough, The
fourth American vessel of larger size
drified out of action.

Macdonough, an officer of whom any
navy in the world might well be proud,
ihen concentrated on the stricken Con--
fiance with his own Saratoga, greatly
aided by the Eagle, which swung round
so as to rake the Confiance with her
fresh broadside. The Linnet now drifted
off a little and so could not help the
Confiance, both because the American
galleys at once engaged her and because
her position was bad in any case,

Presently both flagships slackened
fire, whereupon Macdonough took the
opportunity of winding ship. His
ground tackle was in perfect order on
the far, or landward, side; so the Saraq-
toga swung around quite easily, The
Confiance now had both the Eagle’s and
Saratoga’s fresh carronade broadsides
deluging her ballered, cannon - armed
broadside with showers of deadly grape.
Her one last chance of keeping up a
little longer was te wind ship herself.
Her tackle had all been cut; but her
master gol out his last spare cable and
tried to bring her round, while some
of his toiling men fell dead at every
haul. She began to wind round very
slowly; and, when exaclly at right
angles to Macdonough, was raked com-
pletely, fore and aft. At the same time
an ominous list to port, where her side
was torn in over a hundred places,
showed that she would sink quickly if
her guns could not be run across to
starboard. But more than half her
mixed scratch crew had been already

—killed or -wounded. - The-most desperate- -

efforts of her few surviving officers
could not prevent the confusion that
followed the fearful raking she now re-
ceived from both her superior oppon-
ents; and before her fresh broadside
could be brought to bear she was forced
to strike her flag. Then every Ameri-
can carrohade and gun was turned upon
Pring’s undaunted little Linnet, which
kept up the hopeless fight for 15 min-
utes longer; so that Prevost might yet
have a chance to carry out his own op-
erations without fear of molestation
from a hostile bay.

But Prevost was in no danger of
molestation. He was in perfect safety.
He watched the destruction of his fleet
from his secure headquarters, well in-
land, marched and countermarched his
men about, to make a show of action;
and then, as the Linnet fired her last,
despairing gun, he told all ranks to go
to dinner.

That night he broke camp hurriedly,
left all his badly wounded men behind
him, and went back a great deal faster
than he came. His shamed, disguted
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HMC Electrical School

HMC Electrical School, Stadacona,
has been operating since January 1959
under a new internal organization. This
involved a re-arrangement of the sec-
tions as they existed in 1958 and before,

The FElecironics Sections has been
changed to the Theory Section and as
such, teaches all the basic theory that
a trainee receives in preparing him for
training in his specialized trade.

The Power Section has been changed
to the Ships’ Equipment Section, which
is the largest section in the school. It
is made up of fire control, sonar, radio,
radar, power generation and distribu-

tion, miscellaneous power equipment
and workshop.
Finally, the Air Section has been

changed to the Air Equipment Section,

HMCS Iroquois

Following her commissioning last
November 17, the Iroquois carried out
the wusual sea trials, then proceeded
south to Bermuda for a work-up period,

Beehive-like activity prevailed. Offi-
cers and men showed a keen interest
and enthusiasm for evolutions to bring

efficiency. The progress made was
certainly evident, so that when the ship
joined the First Escort Squadron, she
was, in fact, ready in all respects to
participate in all squadron activities.

Before returning to Halifax, the
Iroquois, in company with the Algon-
quin and Nootka, paid a courtesy visit
to New London, Conn., for four days.
The numerous facilities of the naval
base were extended to all officers and
men of the squadron, and the Canadians
were made most Welcome by their
American hosts.

The ship’s activities ebbed somewhat
during December and January. Repairs
had to be carried out to both shaftis
and the ship spent most of her time on
the Dartmouth slip. It did not how-
ever, diminish the good spirit of her
crew and inter-squadron sports were
quickly organized, the hockey team and
its manager deserving special mention.

On February 12, the Iroquois left
Halifax with its cold weather and snow
storms and steamed again to Bermuda

.for a climate more appropriate for

exercises, Before
exercises with
Task Group,

starting WINTEX

the remainder of the
however, it was neces-
sary for the Iroquois to recover her
elegance, She Dbadly needed some
make-up and “Operation Paint Ship”
was ordered. Enthusiasm and pride
prevailed, so that the operation was
completed in a short time. Although
adverse weather was the cause of many
delays to departures and amendments to
the plans, the gunnery shoots and anti-
submarine exercises proved to be a
success,

Regatias were held on March 4, with
the Iroquois supply division and open
whaler crew coming first. In overall
results, the Iroquois placed second to
the Nootka for the fleet championship.

The ship returned to Halifax March 8,
—J.P.

HMS Gunnery School

January 1959 brought something new
to “Cannonball College”. Commencing
that month, twice-monthly guided mis-
siles familiarization courses were insti-
tuted for officers and senior men of
all branches of the Navy’s Atlantic
Command. These courses, of five days’
duration, impart a general interest
knowledge of missile theory and ex-

- -the ship-to-a-high -standard.-of fighting  _isting and.proposed. naval guided. mis- .

siles. They are intended to stimulate
" thinking in modern methods of warfare.

Dogs Owe Lives

to Helicopter

Man’s best friend is the dog and
there are a couple of Dartmouth, N.S,,
dogs which will tell you (if they have
recovered their speech after an im-
mersion in the icy waters of a Dart-
mouth lake) that the dog's best friend
is the sailor.

The dog chums-—a boxer and a
German shepherd — went sliding on
the early April ice of Lake MicMac
and broke through. Someone put
through a call to Shearwater and a
machine from Helicopter Utility
Squadron 21, with pilots Lt. John D.
Clarkson and Lt. Robin A. Watt, and
AB Pete Staley on board, came to the
rescue,

AB Staley, clad in a waterproof suit,
was lowered into the water, scooped up
the two dogs and was hauled back
into the helicopter.

The chilled and exhausted dogs were
taken to the Dartmouth Velerinarian
Hospital to rest up from their ex-
perience. -

The courses are conducted in the
Guided Missiles Section by Li, (&)
Tony Scott, CPO Tom Burry and PO
Roger Campbell, all of whom have re-
ceived training in this subject. The
section, established in 1957, has pro-
gressed considerably and includes a
model and display room,

The school is gradually making the
iransition from the old to the new naval
organization, Gunnery iradesmen are
being qualified as either QR or RC in
preparation for the new trades titles
of “weaponman” and “firecontrolman’,
The bookwriting section, (Instr, Lt,.~-Cdr,
John Williams and Inst. Lt. Stuart
Morse) is hard at work on the manuals
for these new trades.

Osborne Head Gunnery Range con-
tinues to thrive and has squirted many
“bullets” already this year. Among
personnel trained in practical opera-
tion and firing of equipment since the
new year have been members of JOTLC
(Q), ninth of GR 3’s, and gunnery
teams from HMC Ships Iroquois, Huron,
Gatineau and Outremont. Lt. Phil Bis-
sell arrived from sea in January to
assume duties as officer-in-charge of
the range.

The introduction of the new FN(C1)
rifle this year posed a few problems

for-€PO-Bill- Roberts-—and - his—parade— — -

training staff in the North Drill Shed.
Daily divisions now sees the guard
paraded with these weapons at the
“shoulder”. So far, no guard officer
has attempted to “slope arms”!

The new rifle will also be used by
the Royal Guards and armed battalion
parading this summer for the presenta-
tion of a new Colour by Her Majesty
the Queen. McNab rifle range is also
teaching the new weapon in the small
arms and musketry courses. Men may
qualify as marksmen with this rifle in
the same manner as with the old Num-
ber 4.

HMCS Algonquin

On January 15 the Algonguin and
other ships sailed from Halifax for the
warmer climes of Bermuda to carry out
a three-phase program.

The first phase stressed individual
ship exercises and every conceivable
drill was run through. The zeal of the
gunners was rewarded with the com-
plete destruction of one drone and two
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Attention Drawn
To JM Course

Attention has been drawn to the op-
portunity that exists for young sailors
who lack the proper educational quali-
fictaions but are otherwise suitable, to
advance to officer candidate status by
means of the RCN’s junior matricula-
tion course. The next course begins
at Naden in January 1960.

Applicants must be recommended by
the captain, be under 24 years of age
on January 1 of the year of the course,
be medically fit for the executive
branch, and must be recommended by
the Command Education Officer on the
basis of interview and scores obtained
in achievements tests as capable of
passing the junior matriculation course
in seven months. They must also be
recommended by the personnel selec-
tion officer on the basis of an interview
and scores obtained in intelligence and
aptitude tests.

The minimum academic requirement
for admission is civilian credit one year
below junior matriculation or lower, if
the candidate has passed the Canadian
Intermediate Educational Tests in ma-
thematics and physics.

Candidates will be selected by a sel-
ection board in Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa. On successful completion of
the junior matriculation course, the
candidate is qualified for appearance
before a fleet selection board for the
next College Training Plan or Venture
course commencing in September.

Candidates who need CIET subjects
to qualify them have been advised to
obtain their educational gqualifications
before November 15 to allow time for
selection for the junior matriculation
course.

$250 Prize in
Essay Contest

The RCATF Staff College Journal es-
say contest for 1959 offers an award
of $250 to the member or former mem-
ber of the Canadian Armed Forces or
Civil Service who submits the best un-~
solicited essay, not exceeding 5,000
words, likely to stimulate thought on
military matters.

In addition to the prize money, the
writer of the winning essay will be
paid at the rate of three cents a word
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on publication. All entries will be con-
sidered for publication and those sel-
ected will be paid for at the same basic
rate.

The essays may deal with any mili-
tary subject (strategy, operations, train-
ing, logistics, personnel administration,
technical, research, production, etc.) but
must not contain classified information.

Deadline for receipt of manuscripts
is June 30. Entries must be addressed
to The Editor, RCAF Staff College
Journal, Armour Heights, Toronto, 12,
Ontario.

The board of directors of the Journal
will appoint the judges, whose decision
will be final. If no essay meets the
standard of excellence set by the judges,
no award will be made.

Last year’s contest was won by Flight
Lt. C. L. Rippon, legal officer with 1
Air Division at Metz. His subject was
“Jurisdiction in Space”.

Maritime Museum
Seeking Director

A director is being sought for the
Maritime Museum of Canada, Halifax,
according to Cdr. P. G. Chance, secre-
tary.

The Museum is looking for some-
one with a wide knowledge of mari-
time history and with experience as a
sailor, professional or amateur. The
salary offered is $6,000 a year.

Applications are being received by
The Secretary, The Maritime Museum
of Canada, The Citadel, Halifax, N.S.

RESEARCH VITAL TO NAVY

research in enabling the Royal
Canadian Navy to fulfil its anti-
submarine role was underlined by
Major-General the Hon. E. C. Plow,
Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia,
guest of honour at the commissioning
of HMCS Gatineau at Halifax on Feb-
ruary 17,

“On behalf of the many citizens of
Nova Scotia who are interested in the
Royal Canadian Navy I would like to
say that we are delighted that our new
destroyer, HMCS Gatineau, is to become
part of the RCN fleet based on the
port of Halifax,” Major-General Plow
said.

THE VITAL importance of scientific

MESS RECORDS LOST
IN STADACONA FIRE

Chief and petty officers of the At-
lantic Command are making a nation-
wide appeal for assistance -in restoring
records lost in the fire that destroyed
their mess at Stadacona on February 27.

Among the records lost was an il-
luminated scroll listing the names of
about 100 life members of the mess.
About 40 of those whose names are
given on the scroll live in the Halifax
area, but the other 60 or so are scat-
tered across Canada.

It is hoped that life members will
forward to the mess president at Stad-
acona their dates of enrolment and
membership numbers,

“This is a Canadian ship, and recog-
nized by all experts as one of the finest
of her type built in any country in the
world.

“As you all know this particular class
of warship was developed in Canada
by Canadian planners and naval con-
structors in the Department of National
Defence—an achievement of which we,
as Canadians, should be very proud.
In every way they are wonderful ships.

“Incorporated in this new destroyer
we have a tremendous number of im-
provements in various types of equip-
ment. It is most interesting to know
that these modern advances are due, in
large measure, to the excellent work
that has been carried out in the Naval
Research Establishment in Dartmouth.
Today research is the keynote of sci-
entific progress.

“The role of the Royal Canadian
Navy within the frame-work of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization is
anti-submarine operations. This role
can only be properly fulfilled if we
have warships which embody the best
in design and equipment. In HMCS
Gatineau we have the very latest and
best.

“I am confident that the ship will
uphold the great traditions of the Royal
Canadian Navy and will be a source of
pride to all Canadians who have had
a part in her creation. May I wish
all who serve in her now and in the
future all the best of good fortune.”












LOWER

Following is a further list of promo-
tions of lower deck personnel. The list
is arranged in alphabetical order, with
each new rating, branch and trade
group shown opposite the name.

AMES, Robert K. ............ P2MA3
ANTHONY, Alan H. .......... LSEM1
ARNOLD, Lily ........... A/WP2WP1
AYLIFFE, Frederick C. ....... C2EM4
BAKER, William J. .......... LSAA1
BERNARD, Gilles J. .......... LSAM2
BLAKE, Robert A, ............ P2VS2
BOOTH, James E. ............ LSEM1
BORLAND, Ronald J. ......... P1EM4
BOS, Johan .................. PiRA4
BRASSARD, Louis F. ......... LSAP2
BRETT, Richard B. ............ P1RT4
BROOKS, Douglas J. .......... P2RA3
BROTZEL, Eugene C. ......... LSEM1
BROWNELL, Eugene D. ....... LSEM1
BRYCE, Graydon-S. .......... LSMA2
BUCHANAN, Lawrence K. ....PiSH4
BUIKEMA, Wiert ............. LSEM1
BYERS, Neil J. ............... LSAP2
CAMPBELL, Cyprian C. ....... P1ER4
CAMPBELL, Douglas L. ...... C20T4
CAMPBELL, John D. .......... P2VS2
CARE, Alfred J. .............. ClEM4
CURRAN, Benson C. .......... P2RA3
DARBISON, Robert R. ........ LSEM1
DAVIS, Laurence W. .......... LSAP2
DEKKER, Floyd T. ........... C2EM4
DENUKE, Carl E. ............. PlEM4
FEHR, Edward ................ LSAP2
GABEL, William J. ............ P1EM4
GILLETTE, Cecil H. .......... C2EM4
GRANT, William G. ........... P1RA4
GREEN, John H. .............. LSVS2

HALL, Charles L. ............ C2EM4
HOLMES, Alfred T. ........... P1ER4
HUNTLEY, Robert H. ......... LSNS2
KANIS, Peter ................. C2EM4
KEATS, William E. .......... LSMA2
KEEN, Charles J. ............. Cl1ER4
KENNEDY, Robert E. ......... LSAP2
KERR, Dennis ................ LSAP2
KLASSEN, David G. .......... C2ER4
LALONDE, Dorian B. ......... LSEM1
LAMPSHIRE, Gordon W. ...... P1ER4
LANE, William T, ............ LSEM1
LEMAY, John F. ............. LSEM1
LOGIE, Dale C. .............. LSEM1
LOWDEN, Ronald ............. C2EM4
MANEGRE, Ernest J. ......... LSAM2
MILLAR, David J. ............ P2TA3
MILLER, Edward D. .......... LSEM2
MILLER, Roy E. ............. LSMA2
MOORE, Stewart L. .......... LSRA2

RETIREMENTS

CPO ALEXANDER BORTHWICK STEVEN-
SON, 42, CILR3, of Moose Jaw, Sask., joined
March 12, 1934; served in Naden, Skeena,
HMS Excellent, Ottawa, Restigouche, Stada-
cona, Niobe, Chaudiere, Peregrine, Chippa-
wa, Athabaskan, Sioux, Cornwallis; awarded
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal Feb-
ruay 25, 1949; retired March 11, 1959.

CPO GEORGE FOWLES BOWDITCH, 42,
CIT14, of Victoria, B.C., joined March 12,
1934; served in Naden, Skeena, HMS Osprey,
HMS Victory, Fraser, St. Laurent, Assini-
boine, Stadacona, Ottawa, Drake, Niobe,
Pictou, Avdlon, Cornwallis, Peregrine, On-
tario, Cedarwood, Beacon Hill, Antigonish,
Stoux, Malahat; awarded Long Service and
Good Conduct Medal July 14, 1949; retired
March 11, 1959. .

CPO JAMES VICTOR DOVEY, 42, C2QI4,
of Newcastle-on-Tyne, Durham, England;
joined January 5, 1935; served in Naden,
Skeena, Fraser, St. Laurent, HMS Victory,
Stadacona, DEMS Kina II, DEMS Liverpool,
DEMS Rockabell, DEMS Europa, Prince
Dawid, Prince Robert, Niobe, Huron, Ugan-
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da, HMS Ferret, Ontario, Beacon Hill, Sioux,
Tecumseh, Discovery; awarded Long Service
and Good Conduct Medal January 24, 1950;
retired March 23, 1959.

CPO ROY ALFRED JOHN HORNETT, 39,
CIET4, of Alsask, Sask., joined October 3,
1938; served in Naden, Fraser, Stadacona,
Saguenay, HMS Osprey, HMS Dominion, Ni-
obe, Trillium, Cornwallis, Saguenay, St. Lau-
rent, Avalon, Morden, Arnprior, HMS Ferret,
Peregrine, Sans Peur, Nootka, La Hulloise,
Micmac, Labrador, Assiniboine; awarded Long
Service and Good Conduct Medal, May 7,
1954; retired March 7, 1959.

CPO THOMAS ALFRED HENRY DICKS,‘

48, CIQl4, of Ottawa, Ont., joined March 86,
1938; served in Stadacona (for duty at Mont-
real), Hamilton Naval Division, Stadacona,
Hamilton, Niobe, HMS Ioxhound, Peregrine,
Grou, J1608, Crusader, Naden, Micmac,
Cayuga, Stadacong, (C6391), Nootka, Corn-
wallis, Loon; was awarded Long Service and
Good Conduct Medal December 1952; retired
March 5, 1959.

DECK PROMOTIONS

MUNROE, Gordon H. ......... LSAP2
MURRAY, Lloyd C. .......... LSMA2
McLEOD, Malcolm A. ......... Ci1EM4
McLEOD, Robert W. .......... LSEM1
McNEIL, Gregory J. .......... LSEM1
MacRAE, Stewart E. .......... C2EM4
MacVITTIE, Roy A. .......... P1EM4
NOWLE, Anthony ............. P1RT4
OGGELSBY, Raymond R. ..... LSCR1
OUELLET, Albert J. .......... LSPW1
PARKER, Willard M. .......... LSAP2
PATTERSON, Corry W. ....... LSMA2
POSTLEWAITE, Robert D. ....LSEM1
PROKOPOWICH, Alexandra M. LSMA2
REDWOOD, Elwyn L. ......... LSAO2
REMY, James P. ............. LSEM1
SAUNDERS, Oliver M. ........ LSEMI1
SHAFFNER, William R. ....... LSAP2
SHANNING, Robert E. ........ LSMA2
SHIRREFFS, Gary S. ......... LSEM1
SPENCER, Robert W. ......... LSEM1
STACEY, Grant K. ............ LSAP2
STEPHENS, Robert L. ........ LSRT2
STEVENS, Vernon L. .......... P1SH4
STEWART, Carl R. ........... P1RA4
STUART, James K. ........... LSEM1
STYLES, Harold J. ........... LSMA1
TAYLOR, Lyndon S. .......... LSCV1
TINLINE, Franklin A. ......... C2EM4
TOFIN, John P. .............. C2EM4
TRACEY, Darragh B. ......... C2EM4
TRAHAN, Donald L. .......... LSEM1
VALLIER, David H. .......... LSSW2
VIKSE, John E. .............. LSRA2
WAGNER, Jerome G. ........ LSPW1
WAGNER, John L. ........... C2EM4
WAKUNICK, Gerald .......... P1EM4
WANKE, Frank S. ............ P1ER4
WARD, Norman J. ............ C2ER4
WATSON, Frederick M. ....... C2EM4
WHITE, Russell E. ............ C20T4
WHITEFIELD, William S. ..... P2RN3
WOOLFORD, Donald L, ....... LSCR1
ZELAZNY, Ronald M. ........ LSEM1
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