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Cover Photo — Striking out through the dense undergrowth of
Princess Royal Island, off the northern coast of British Columbia,
is a search party from HMCS “Cayuga’. From left to right they
are PO James Brahan, in charge, AB William Sanford, Ord. Sea,
James Young, AB Kendrick Bowness, and Ldg. Sea. Michael
Pastuck, They formed one of the many volunteer rescue teams

landed from the destroyer during the intensive search for the

crew of a U.S. Air Force B-36. Twelve of the 17 crew members
were found, ten being picked up by a fishing boat while two
others were rescued by personnel from the “Cayuga’’. (See also

page 4). (E-10983).

LADY OF THE MONTH

Recently re-commissioned, with new equip-
ment, new armament and entirely new messing
and  sleeping arrangements, the destroyer
“Sioux’’ has taken her place beside the other
units of the Pacific Coast fleet. One of her first
jobs after commissioning was a fast run north to
Princess Royal Island, where she transferred a
motor cutter and supplies to the destroyer
“Cayuga,” then headquarters ship for the
large-scale sea, land and air search being
Icga;ried on for survivors of a crashed American

-36,

The photograph shows the '"Sioux” as she
moves up to the ‘‘Cayuga’s’ anchorage just off
the island, (E-10980.)

L. O S ¢

On February 28, HMCS “Huron” com-
missioned at Halifax, It was the second com- -
missioning for a Tribal class destroyer whose
first period of employment included wartime
service off the coasts of Norway and France, on
the North Russian convoy route and in the
English Channel.

The “Huron' and her record are well known
to the officers and men who served in the naval
forces during the war. But to post-war entries
in the RCN and RCN (R) she is probably some-

thing of a stranger.

For this reason, and particularly for the ™
benefit of those present and future members of
her ship's company who are unfamiliar with her
history, a brief outline of HMCS *‘Huron's"
career is presented in this month's “Locking
Astern’’ department (page 16),

The story is that of a ship whose contributions
to the ‘traditions of the Royal Canadian Navy
have been of the highest order; it is a story
which we take great pleasure and pride in
telling.

SUBSCRIPTION RATE

It is now possible to subscribe for
personal copies of the *'Crowsnest''
at the rate of $1 a year for 12
issues.

Persons desirous of receiving
their own private copies by mail
should send their orders, accom-
panied by cheque or money order
made out to the Receiver General
of Canada, to:—

THE KING'S PRINTER,
75 ST. PATRICK STREET
OTTAWA, ONT.
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to the RCN to serve in the former
“Stadacona’ in the dockyard. Among
the pictures in his voluminous scrap-
book is one of the entire ship’s com-
pany — two platoons of men and a
_platoon of frock-coated officers —
‘drawn up for Sunday Divisions. He

can-point-out-men-in the picture-whe—soccer, and was_on_champion water

have become captains and com-
modores. In 1932, while in Halifax, he
received the Long Service and Good
Conduct medal from the RN.

This country must ‘have made a
lasting impression on him, for he
married Mary Livingston, of Spring-
hill, N.S., and made Halifax his per-
manent home. Later the Royal
Canadian Navy was to benefit more
fully from his services.

In 1933, it was back to the boy
seamen’s barracks at Shotley, Suffolk,
for ‘“Peggy’’ and later, at his home
port of Chatham, he put new entries
through their paces. Then he was
drafted to Bermuda as Fleet PTI,
receiving authority to put up his
chief petty officer’s buttons on arrival.

After years of strenuous service,
CPO Evans was due for retirement,
but the Second World War got under
way frst. Returning again to the
United Kingdom, he helped open the
Artificer Training Establishment at
Rosyth, Scotland. Here he ladled out
his usual brisk doses of P.T. '

By 1943 a transfer to the RCN and
a reunion with hisfamily were effected.
After a short time at HMCS “Corn-
wallis’”’, Mr. Evans went back to
“Stadacona’’ and hasn’t budged from
the establishment to this day.

During the war, his knowledge of
physical fitness and physical combat
was imparted to more than 1,700
sailors who passed through the Shore
Patrol Training Centre, which he
helped organize as second-in-com-
mand. In 1946 his name appeared on
the King’s birthday honors list and
the MBE ribbon joined the others
on his husky chest.

Before hanging up his uniform in
September 1947, his last effort was to
pass ten classes of chief and petty

officers through a disciplinary course.’

He then went on the retired list, but
-the establishment was glad to see his
bluff and genial countenance about
the barracks a month later when he
became hall porter in the wardroom.

Boxing was by no means Mr. Evans’
only sport, He played Rugby Union
for the Royal Navy .team, for Hamp-
shire and for the RN Atlantic Fleet,
and is remembered by many Maritime
sportsmen as the man who helped

Page twenty-six

organize the Halifax Rugby Refereces
Association back in the early '30’s.

He was a member of the winning
field gun’s crew in the “Olympia”,
the Royal Tournament at London, in
1924. He played a competent game of

polo teams, as well as fencing and
bayonet fencing teams. In track and
field he was a fast sprinter and excel-
led in the shot-put.

Nowadays he confines his activities
to brisk work-outs in the “Stada-
cona’’ gym and acting as third man in
the ring at boxing tournaments. How-
ever, there’s no doubt that “Peggy”
Evans could acquit himself "well if
ever the occasion arose for him to get
back into harness. .

were expecting an addition to the |

Purely Coincidental

The stork is an obliging fellow, claims _
Ordnance Lieut.. William Onysko, of
HMCS “Huron.” s

It seems that Lieut. and Mrs, Onysko.

family, with the arrival scheduled for
February 21. This was also the
scheduled commissioning date of the
“Huron", making it a day of double
significance for the Onyskos.

When the ship’s commissioning was
postponed for one week, it seemed the
two events would take place on
separate days. But the stork, in a
spirit of rare co-operation, delayed his
visit accordingly. On February 28, at
0614, Katheryn Therese Onysko was
born. At 1135, HMCS “Huron” was
commissioned.

All sizes and all shapes.

~ They also have two hands

At their P.O.'s commands.

They question naval rules,

TO ‘CORNWALLIS'

From coast to rocky coast they come,
With shaggy hair and drapes,
Some full of glee and others glum,

They have a left foot and a right,

That swing and sway, a fearsame sight,

With Why? and When? and Where? and How?

They shudder at the steaming chow,

And think the powers all fools.

They leave their gear a-sculling,

They wear their boots in blocks,

They set their D.O.’s mulling,

QO’er how to pull the chocks.:

The G.I.’s rant and rave and roar,

The D.B.P.O.’s fume, ‘

The school-bobs cram their heads with lore,
Until there’s no more room. -

Their div. chiefs strain with al| their might,
To take their mothers’ places,
To tuck them into bed at night
And see they wash their faces.

The Navy's mighty grist-mill grinds,

Until the moment's here, :

When, seasoned “‘salts’” with well-trained minds,
To other ships they steer.

They've cursed “Cornwallis” loud and clear,
They've scorned her very name,
But some who learned to sailor here
May rise to naval fame.
Ord. Sea. G.W.1,,

Winnipeg (and “Skeena” division)




New Style Seamen’s
Uniforms Approved

Naval Board has approved the
designs of the first hand-made proto-
types of the new style blue and white
seamen’s uniforms and 15,000 of the
former and 30,000 of the latter are to
e ordered.

This, however, is only the first step
in the usually lengthy and somewhat
complicated process of getting the new
uniforms from the prototype stage
into the hands of the men who will
wear them. Other necessary steps
include drawing up specifications for
the mass production of the garments,
calling for tenders, examination of
bids received and award of contracts.

Each step takes time, and each
must be fully completed before the
next can cominence.

While everything is being done by
the Service to bring the new uniforms
into production as soon as possible,
issue is not expected to start until
after January 1, 1951. Even then,
unforeseen delays,
unlikely, could postpone completion of
the contracts until later in the year.

Vacancies in RCN
For UNTD Members

Approximately 20 vacancies in the
executive, engineering, ordnance and
supply branches of the RCN are
available to members of university
naval training divisions who graduate
and complete their UNTD programs
this Spring. Vacancies in the executive
branch include opportunities for
specialization in naval aviation.

Selection boards will be held in
Halifax, Ottawa and Esquimalt, and
those accepted will be granted per-
manent force commissions as acting
sub-lieutenants to date May 15, 1950.
Promotion to lieutenant and seniority
in that rank will vary according to
degree standing and naval courses,
Shortest time in which promotion to
lieutenant can be gained is 25 months
and the longest 41 months,

This plan is in accordance with
established naval policy and is to be
carried out annually. It is one of
several avenues to commissioned rank
in the Royal Canadian Navy which
have heen introduced in recent years.

which are not

Advancement to Able Rating,
Air Mechanic Branches

Men of the Air Mechanic Branches
who through no fault of their own
were unable to acquire the “QS"”

qualification required for advance-
ment to the Able Rating may now be
advanced under the following condi-
tions:

Ordinary Seamen of the Ajr Me-
chanic Branch who have served 15
months in the RCN, have passed the
initial trades course for Air Mechanic
and who are recommended for ad-
vancement may be advanced to Able
Seaman effective {rom the date of at-
taining 15 months seniority as an
Ordinary Seaman,

Men in the Able rating whose
advancement was delayed because
they lacked the “‘QS” qualification
but were in all other respects fully
qualified for advancement may have
their advancement to the Able rating
adjusted to the date of completion of
15 months service in the RCN.

Blazer Designs Approved

For Chiefs, POs First Class
Officers, Chief Petty Officers and

Petty Officers, First Class, may wear

a blazer with a distinctive badge and

buttons on occasions when civilian

clothing is being worn.

The badge is to be embroidered in
silk thread and worn on the left
breast pocket. The designs are;

(a) Officers —a red naval crown
superimposed on a white maple leaf,

(b) Chief Petty Officers and Petty
Officers First Class—a red fouled
anchor superimposed on a white
maple leaf. ’

Buttons are to be gilt metal and
their designs are:

(a) Officers—a naval crown en-
graved in the centre.

(b) Chief Petty Officers and Petty
Officers, First Class—a fouled
anchor engraved in the centre.

Badges and buttons may be pur-
chased through Service clothing stores
where the sale of clothing is authorized.
A tailoring specification for blazers is
available in all clothing stores for the
benefit of personnel concerned.

Supplementary Allowances
Payable Outside Canada

The rates of supplementary allow-
ances payable to naval personnel
serving outside Canada have been
revised, effective January 1, 1950,
as a result of the surveys of cost of
living on that date.

In general, the allowance for per-
sonnel serving in the United States as

musters and cheques all men . .

many good men.

do much dis-service."

U.S.N., September 1949.)

CLERK OF THE CHEQUE

The following ethological discourse, quoted from the Archives of the British
Admiralty, outlines the responsibilities of the supply officer’s counterpart in the Royal
Navy of the 17th Century. Recorded about 1691, it is believed to have been written
by Samuel Pepys, who was Secretary of the Admiralty from 1686 to 1689.

“I come now to the Clerk of the Cheque, who is an officer of great trust, and
. His office consists of many intricate and difficult
parts, and requires an expert Clerk; one that knows the rules and methods of the Navy;
a Man of good judgement in business, sharp-sighted and crafty, to prevent the shifts,
shams and cosenages, that else will be put upon him; of skill to descern the goodness
and right qualities of the stores served in . . . and in fine to be vigilant, painful, honest,
and withal, a very just man; or else he may do many men much wrong, and discourage

“This officer is of that general use, that he has need to be endowed with as many
good parts as can be found gathered into one man:I mean, endowments of the soul;
as faith, justice, charity, and all spiritual graces, and of the mind; as wisdom, patience,
affability, and all the intellectual graces; and of the body; as temperance, chastity,
labour and industry, vigilance and carefullness; and a true observer of the methods
and rules of the Navy; and no breaker of those rules, which are prescribed him in his
instructions, which are or should be, as a table of commandments to him; and, in fine,
if he be not well skilled and qualified, as le is in a station of much service, so may he

(From the " Monthly Newsletter” published by The Burean of Supplies and Accounis,
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. (Continued from Page 15)
FIRST SEA DRAFT

a light wind stirred our half-masted
ensign. The men were fallen in on
both sides of the flight deck, facing
centre, while the officers lined up
along one end. In the centre of the

Cosh and Mrs. Colin White. Lionel
Shatford is chairman of the Seagull
Club and C. F. Carnet is manager.
Mrs. John Haverfield, Mrs. Gordon
Spergel and Mrs. Cosh were chape-
rones at the opening.

Much of the work of renovating and

National Wren Reunion
Planned at Toronto

Plans for a national reunion of
former members of the Women's Royal
Canadian Naval Service, to be held in
Toronto August 25, 26 and 27, were
laid at the annual meeéting of the

deck was a small white cross bearing
the name of Lieut. Peever. At the
base of the cross lay a wreath.

The assembled ship’s company was
then called to attention by the
executive ofﬁcer, and the'order, “off
caps,” was given. The service opened
with a few appropriate words by the
Padre; followed by the hymn, ‘““Oh
God Our Help In Ages Past.” Se-
lected portions of the scripture were
read by the Padre, followed by the
Lord’s Prayer repeated by the ship’s
company. Two minutes’ silence” was
then observed. -

Following the singing of the hymn
“Rock of Ages’, Commodore Adams
spoke a few words in memory of Lieut.
Peever, then picked up the wreath and
" walked aft. As he dropped the wreath
in the sea, three volleys of musketry
shattered the air. A bugler played the
“Last Post’ and then “Reveille.”

SEAGULL CLUB
OPENS NEW WING

The grand opening of the “Mardi
Gras’’, social and recreational wing of
the Navy League Seagull Club at
Halifax, took place February 3 with
more than 400 sailors and their guests
attending.

The wing includes a dance hall
arrariged in cabaret style, billiard
room and reading and rest room.

Entertainment for the opening was
provided " by Uncle Mel's talented
troupe. Taking part were Flora Mont-
gomery, Blanche Inglis, Charlotte
Guy, Lila Tredwell, John Sinclair,
Bert Coote, Audrey F arnell and Julius
Silverman. Uncle Mel was master of
ceremonies and Blanche Inglls di-
rected the show.

Rear Admiral E. R. Mainguy, Flag
Officer Atlantic Coast, Commodore
A. M. Hope, Commodore of the RCN
Barracks, Commander F. W.T. Lucas,
Chief of Staff to FOAC, and A. 1.
Lomas, president of the Halifax
Branch and Nova Scotia. Mainland
Division of the Navy League, looked
in on the proceedings.

Members of the Navy League com-
mittee in charge of the Mardi Gras
are Mrs. Martin Ellis, Mrs. Peter
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decorating the new wing was done by

" Navy wives — members of the

Women's Auxiliary of the RCN —
and by members of the Seagull Club.
The purpose of the Mardi Gras is to
provide a place for dancing, refresh-
ments and relaxation for naval person-

. nel. The Seagull Club has been in

operation for some months. -

THREE ‘CHIPPAWA’ MEN
RECEIVE PROMOTION

Three RCN(R) petty- officers at-
tached to HMCS “Chippawa’, the
Winnipeg naval division, have been
advanced to chief petty officer second
class. The new chiefs are Myron
Arsenych, Joseph Gallo and Charles
Gilraine.

Wren Association of Toronto in HMCS
“'Yorkﬂ

Among the functions planned for the
gathering are a banquet, a shlp s con-
cert to be staged along wartime lines, a
church service and a tea. Mrs. Beverley
H. Beck is chairman of the reunion
committee.

The following Toronto Assoc1atxon
officers were elected at the meeting:
President, Miss Isabelle Archer; vice-
presldents, Miss Ruth Mu1v1h111 and
Mrs. Robert Fleming; corresponding
secretary, Mrs, Gordon Brunt; record-
ing secretary, Miss Elizabeth Titus;
treasurer, Miss Dorothy Beer; welfare
committee, Miss Ruth Sinclair; publi-
city, Miss Eleanor Eagers; hospital
visiting, Miss Betty Craik; general
committee, Miss Lucy Charles, Miss
Mary Walker, Miss Alice Mottram and
Miss Dorothy Morgan.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Sir:

I was visited, a few days ago, by
Reverend L. M. Outerbridge, who was
my Chaplain when I commanded
HMS ‘“Puncher.”” He left with me
a box of the ‘“Puncher Souvenir
Books,” which he had not been able to
dispose of since he had no record of the
addresses of some of the ex-ship's
company of that ship.

-It occurred to me that an announce-
ment in your columns, to the effect
that we now have a limited number
of these books on hand and would be
glad to send one to any bona fide
member - of “Puncher’s” ship’s com-
pany who served in that ship during
the war years and who had not
already received a copy, might be
helpful.

Application should be made to the
Naval Secretary, Naval Headquarters,
Ottawa. "

Yours faithfully,
R. E. S. Bidwell
Commodore RCN
Assistant Chief of Naval Staff (Plans).

Sir:

I was grieved to see in the ‘“Looking
Astern” section in your February
issue that you state that ‘‘Moose
Jaw’s” second attempt to hit the
U-501 with a 4-inch shell was merely
a “warning shot.” In “Moose Jaw’’
we all felt from the beginning of the
action that warnings were quite
superfluous, not to say undesirable.

It may interest you to know that
the Germans informed me that the
passing of the shell knocked down the
men on the conning tower. We were
sorry to hear it, for we had meant it
to send them the other way.

F. E. Grubb,
Commander, RCN,
(Formerly Commanding Officer,
HMCS “Moose Jaw.")

Sir:

-I am endeavouring to collect mate-
rial for a small historical booklet of the
activities of HMCS “Swansea.” To
aid in this I would be most grateful if
this fact might be publicized in The
“Crowsnest,”” and officers and men
who have served in this ship be asked
to contribute articles of historical
interest, photographs and any other
material which they consider would be
suitable for this publication.

~ I trust that anyone who is willing
to assist in this endeavour will not
object if articles are edited should
space or other requirements make
this necessary. Any editing necessary
will be domne sparingly and with care to
preserve accuracy. -

Contributions should be addressed
to The Commanding Officer, HMCS
“Swansea,”’ cfo Fleet Mail Office,
Halifax. .

J. P. T. Dawson
Lieut.-Cdr. RCN,
Commanding Officer,
HMCS “Swansea."



Robot men to fight next war N
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